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Schweizerische Eidgenossen~chaft 

Confederation sl.lisse 
Confederazione Svi~zer~ 
Confederaziun svi~ra 

Pennanont Miaaion of Sw1tz~rlancl 
to the United Natlon~: 

To the President of the Security Council 
for the month of February 2013 
H. E. Mr. Kim Sook 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the 
Republic of Korea to the United Nations 
NeW York 

Sent by fax: 1 917 367 0406 

N!i!w York, s February 2013 
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Mr. President, 

Ahead of the 12 February open debate on the Protection of Civilians, I am writing to you in my 
capacity as chair of the Group of Friends on the protection of civilians in armed conflict, which is 
comprised of Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Liechtenstein, Norway, Portugal, Switzerland, the United kingdom and Uruguay. 

Ensuring the protection of civilians in armed conflict is a challenging task which requires our 
constant attention. Unfortunately, the core challenges identified in the last three reports of the 
Secretary-General have not been addressed adequately. The way forward set out in S/RES/1894 
(2009) therefore remains a matter of priority. In my view, a comprehensive humanitarian perspective 
is an essential prerequisite for any meaningful discussion on the protection of civilians. This is why a 
specific briefing by the Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERG) is of utmost importance. At this stage, 
however, it seems that the ERC, Ms. Valerie Amos, does not figure on the list of briefers for the 12 
February debate. 

I would therefore kindly ask you also to extend an Invitation to her directly in her capacity as 
Emergency Relief Coordinator. The ERG or hisfher representative has participated in every 
debate since 1999, a practice that the Council explicitly welcomed in its latest resolution on the 
subject (S/RES/1894 (2009)). 

I would be grateful if you could circulate this letter as a document of the Security Council. 

Yours sincerely, 1-tJ 
' . { lvJ 

Thomas urber 
Charge d'affaires a.i. 

cc: Ms. Susana Malcorra, Chef de Cabinet 
Ms. Valerie Amos, USG for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator 

633 Third Avenue, 291h floor - 1 5 "Q1b 
NewYol'kNY10017 
Phone: 1-212-286-.1540 Fax: 1·212·28S-1555 
nyt.vertrett,JnQ·I.lfl@,Hlda.Mmin.ch, www.$wltl:erland-
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Now Yorl<, 6 Fobruary 2013 

Mr. President, 
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To the President of the Security Council 
for the month of February 2013 
H. E. Mr. Kim Soak 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Representative of the 
Republic of Korea to the United Nations 
New York 

Sent by fax: 1 917 367 0406 

Ahead of the 12 February open debate on the Protection of Civilians, I am writing to you in my 
capacity as chair of the Group of Friends on the protection of civilians in armed conflict, which is 
comprised of Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil , Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Liechtenstein, Norway, Portugal, Switzerland, the United Kingdom and Uruguay 

Ensuring the protection of civilians in armed conflict is a cha llenging task which requires our 
constant attention . Unfortunately, the core challenges identified in the last three reports of the 
Secretary-General have not been addressed adequately . The way forward set out in S/RES/1894 
(2009) therefore rema ins a matter of priority. In my view, a comprehensive humanitarian perspective 
is an essential prerequisite for any meaningful discussion on the protection of civilians. This is why a 
specific briefing by the Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERG) is of utmost importance. At this stage, 
however, it seems that the ERC, Ms. Valerie Amos, does not figure on the list of briefers for the 12 
February debate. The ERC or his/her representative has briefed the Security Council at every 
debate since November 2001 . 

As chair of the Group of Friends, I would therefore kindly ask you to help facilitate the participation of 
Ms. Amos in the debate of 12 February 2013, thus continuing the practice of joint briefings to 
Security Council members by the Secretary-General and the Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs on behalf of the United Nations' humanitarian community. 

I would be grateful if you could circulate this letter among members of the Security Council. 

~:~.:IEn tv 
Charge d'affaires a.i. 

cc : Ms. Susana Malcorra, Chef de Cabinet 
Ms. Va lerie Amos, USG for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator 

, · r- [ g - s 2mo 
633 Third Avenue, 29th Jloor 
New York NY 10017 
Phone: 1·21~-2a6-1540 Fax: 1·212-2S6-1555' 
nyc.ver1ratung-"n@eda.admin.ch, w.Mv.swllzerrand, , 
un.org 

~ oL I o6 I o o ( 

\ 
-· ·- - --' 


