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In his report (A/4546) on World Refugee Year (WRY) submitted on

22 October 1960 to the General Assembly at its fifteenth session, the Secretary

General stated that the information contained therein related only to the period

up to 30 September 1960. It was not possible to take account of certain

contributions then being evaluated or not yet announced.

The present supplementary report is intended to summarize information which

has been transmitted to the Special Representative of the Secretary-General by

Governments, National Committees and others, up to 28 February 1961. Even when

taken in conjunction with the information contained in the earlier report, this

supplementary information does not exhaust the financial and other achievements

of World Refugee Year. WRY campaigns are still continuing in a number of

countries. For example, the Union of South Africa organized its National Refugee

Week in February 1961, while the Federation of Malaya plans to implement its

country-wide programme later in the year. Meanwhile, contributions continued to

be received by National Committees and from members of the public in some

countries whose official World Refugee Year campaigns closed many months ago.

This supplementary report, covering information received between

30 September 1960 and 28 February 1961, will be the last statement issued-by the

Special Representative of the Secretary-General. The WRY secretariat formally

ceased its activities after submitting its previous report except in so far as

it continued to re~uest, receive and co-ordinate essential material for the present

supple~entary report. The WRY secretariat as such came to an end at the close of

1960.

Summary of additional contributions

Between 30 September 1960 and 28 February 1961 a supplementary total of

$USll,130,020 was announced to the Special Representative as having been

contributed, pledged or promised within the framework of WRY activities by

Governments and National Committees: Only a fraction of these supplementary funds

was contributed directly to the two United Nations agencies concerned with

refugees, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East.
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Details regarding these allocations will be made available later by these two

agencies. The sum of $11,130,020 is in addition to the approximately

$US80 million announced by the Secretary-General in his report to the

General Assembly on 22 October 1960. Thus, the total amount contributed, pledged

or raised from all sources as a supplementary effort over and above the sum

normally contributed and raised each year for refugees is, as of the end of

February 1962 of some $US9l million. Of this sum, participating Governments have

contributed or pledged $27,223,844. National Committees and others have raised

$58,621,293. To this should be added approximately $5 million raised by various

international voluntary agencies, members of the International Committee for

World Refugee Year (ICWRY), which does not appear in National Committee totals

and was already mentioned in the previous report.

Details regarding total contributions from all participating countries and

territories so far announced are given in annex A to the present report.

The sources of the additional contributions reported since 30 September 1960

totalling $11,130,020 are the following:

/ ...
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Australia
Austria
Barbados
Belgium
Canada
I:enmark
France
Federal Republic of Germany
Guatemala
Ireland
Italy
Liechtenstein
Malta
Portugal
Republic of Korea
Sierra Leone
Switzerland
United Kingdom of Great Britain'

and Northern Ireland 1/
United States of America
Viet-Nam

TOTAL: US$

US$

11,892
2,309,616

806
207,207
753,323
579,124

1,080,612
700,715

400
1,047

34,060
17,674

405
4,665

200
6,503

484,322

3,335, 249
1,600,000

2,200_

11,130,020

_4 __ ., B

Estimates for the sum likely to be realized from the Stamp Plan Jointly

sponsored by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and

the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees rose from

$USl million to a figure close to $USl.3 million which would be in addition to the

grand total of $us91 million reported above.

~ The increased contribution from the United States rrentioned above cernes from
the Government. No precise figures have yet been made available for the
contributions from the general public during the period 30 September 1960 
28 February 1961, but the United States Committee for Refugees reported that
incomplete reports already to hand showed substantial further gains in
contributions. By the end of February, all voluntary agency funds already
announced had been committed. Public interest continued to reflect the
impulse given by WRY.

It ~~s noted that a marked shift in emphasis was occurring frcm Europe to
other areas in United States programmes des;i.gned for refugees. Approximately
half the United States private funds and supplies allocated to refugees
are now destined for Asia, chiefly Hong Kong and India, 25 per cent to Europe,
20 per cent to the Middle East and Africa, with a recent advance in programmes
for the Congo (Leopoldville) and North Africa, the remainder being allocated
to other refugees.
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Progress toward permanent solutions

(a) Camp clearance in Europe

Mr. A.R. Lindt, then High Commissioner for Refugees, told the Third Committee

of the General Assembly on 24 October 1960 that, thanks to the interest created

by World Refugee Year, the comp~etion of camp clearance in Europe was financially

guaranteed. His successor as High Commissioner, Mr. Felix Schnyder, has announced

that, according to current estimates, camp clearance of refugees within his

mandate was already well advanced and should be completed in Austria and Italy

by the first half of 1962. In the Federal Republic of Germany, this task should

be finished early in 1963. There were no further refugees eligible for camp

clearance living in ca~s in Greece.

The United States Government announced a special contribution of

$usl.6 million to close the refugee camps in Austria by enabling the Austrian

Government to build accommodation for naturalized refugees and other inmates not

included in the camp clearance programme of the High Commissioner. This

contribution, made under an agreement between the Governments of the United states

and Austria, represents the proceeds from the sale of some 33,000 metric tons of
-

corn. The negotiations between the two Governments were initiated after the

Austrian Government had asked the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,

acting within his "good offices" functions, and the Special Representative of

the Secretary-General for World Refugee Year to draw the attention of countries

participating in WRY to the parallel programme of the Austrian Covernment to

clear all refugee camps on its territory. To provide adequate housing for the

refugees, almost all of whom had found work, it was hoped to supplement Austrian

funds by a contribution from international sources. Following the action by the

High Commissioner and the Special Representative, such international contributions

had already been received as follows:

Council of Europe
Swiss WRY Committee
Norwegian Refugee Council
United Kingdom WRY Committee

us$ 11,000
50,000

169,000
280,000
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The United states contribution raises to :}US?,llO,OOO, the total contribution

of the international community to the Austrian ]?arallel ]?rogramme. This, together

with the final stage of the UNHCR camp clearance ]?rogrammes, should lead to the

disa]?]?earance of refugee cam]?s from Austria. It may be recalled that the

Austrian Government has contributed to this ]?roject the equivalent of over

$~Sl~ million, to which should be added contributions by Austrian local authorities

and from ]?rivate sources.

(b) Assistance to refugees out of camps

Funds accruing from World Refugee Year have also enabled the High Commissioner
~

for the first time to launch a broad ]?rogramme of assistance to needy refugees

living out of cam]?s in Euro]?e. The early months of 1961 saw this ]?rogramme taking
'c

sha]?e.

(c) Increased immigration.]?ossibilities

The liberalization of immigration criteria by a number of Governments as a

contribution to World Refugee Year constituted a major breakthrough in the

efforts by the High Commissioner's Office to find ]?ermanent solutions.

Early in 1961 important action was being taken to im]?lement these decisions

resulting from WRY. At that time, no less than seven s]?ecial schemes originating

with WRY for handica]?]?ed refugees were being im]?lemented. Canada admitted a grou]?

of 100 tubercular refugees and their de]?endants, the third in a ]?eriod of little

more than a year, this grou]? being moved less than a month after Canadian

immigration officials began the selection of candidates. The ra]?id integration of

families admitted earlier under this liberalized ]?rogramme was undoubtedly due

in ]?art to the fact that by mid-February 1961 only fifty-one tubercular refugees

were still in Canadian sanatoria out of 212 admitted in 1960.

Canada also announced that more uns]?onsored refugees would be admitted under

the criteria relaxed as a contribution to WRY, while the broadening of categories

of eligible s]?onsors, also introduced during,WRY, would continue indefinitely.

Out of 4,985 refugees admitted to Canada during the ]?eriod of World Refugee Year

and U]? to 31 December 1960, 3,508 entered as a result of WRY.

During February 1961, New Zealand announced a fourth scheme for 100 handica]?]?ed

families. Swedish missions to select further handica]?]?ed and other refugees

started work in Austria and in Italy, Sweden having announced on 30 Se]?tember 1960

/ ...
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her readiness to admit a total of 209 more refugees. A Swiss mission visited the

same countries to select a total of 200 persons comprising handicapped refugees

and their famili~s. In the same month, I'.enmark began to select fifty handicapped

,refugees and their families, totalling about 200 persons, from Austria, Italy and

Greece. The United Kingdom would admit a fourth group of handicapped refugees,

amounting to some 500 people, from Germany and Austria. Australia was preparing

to receive 300 handicapped refugee families under agency sponsorship and another

200 under government sponsorship.

France had previously announced plans for receiving a total of 360 refugees

from Europe and the Far East, mostly handicapped or aged persons. This total was

raised to 600 after 30 September 1960.

Under Public Law 86-648 passed by Congress as part of the over-all

United States effort for WRY, 5,141 refugees within the High Commissioner's

mandate qualified for entry to the United States of America between 1 JUly and

31 I'.ecember 1960.

Legal protection

The climate created by WRY proved favourable to the adoption of protective

measures in many countries. With the deposit by Portugal on 22 I'.ecember 1960 of

her instruments of ratification of the 1951 Convention on the Status of Refugees,

the total number of States parties to that Convention rose to twenty-seven.

Meanwhile, parliamentary procedure had been initiated in other countries and the

question of ratification was under study elsewhere. It was hoped that these

ratifications would be finalized in the near future.

Recent contributions to UNRWA

Between 30 September 1960 and 28 February 1961, the United Nations Relief

and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees received new pledges or payments of

approximately ~qTS1,100,OOO. Some of these contributions have already been allocated

to specific WRY objectives1 of which UNRWA has announced three - vocational

training, scholarships and individual loans and grants for self support.

Recent developments connected with WRY include the laying of the foundation

stone of the vocational training centre in Damascus built with funds from the

United Kingdom WRY Committee, the starting of construction of the vocational

/ ...
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training centre in Lebanon provided by funds from the Government, the National

Committee and the Red Cross of Canada and the choice of a site in Jordan for

the women's vocational and teacher-training centre given by the United Kingdom

WRY Committee and the Canadian Government.

Some general results

Speaking before the final conference of the International Committee for

World Refugee Year (ICWRY) in Geneva on 16 January 1961, Mr. Thomas Jamieson,

Director in charge of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees, said that the World Refugee Year had brought with it greater recognition

of the problems facing the Office. "It has made known", said Mr. Jamieson, tithe

problems of refugees from China, both those of European origin and Chinese refugees

now in Hong Kong on whose behalf we are authorized by the General Assembly to use

our good offices. Before World Refugee Year, little was knoWn of our activities

and our efforts ,in North Africa or of our good offices functions on behalf of

refugees not under the United Nations mandate ••• Perhaps the aspect of World

Refugee Year which made the greatest impact was its truly universal character .••

The decision as to which groups of refugees should be helped rested with the

National Committees who have raised the funds and, sometimes, with their

Governments. "

Addressing the conference on the needs and programmes of UNRWA, its Director,

Dr. John H. Davis, said that World Refugee Year had climaxed the splendid record

of the voluntary agencies in providing services of a type which UNRWA could not

give the refugees in its care. However, Dr. Davis continued, the Palestine

refugee problem remained unsolved and, in fact, the number of refugees was still

growing through natural increase by more than 30,000 per year. He concluded:

"In the interval pending a solution ••• not of UNRWA's making, the Agency can

render a vital role to the refugees and to the world by performing basic services

for the refugees ••• This .•• will be conducive to the creation of a climate that

will enable the forces that shape the future of the region to work in a more

orderly and expeditious manner."

/ ...
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The Conference of the International Committee for World Refugee Year (ICWRY)

adopted a resolution in which it recalled the terms of General Assembly

resolution 1502 (XV) and expressed its satisfaction at the initiative taken by

the United Nations in launching a World Refugee Year and at the results obtained

during that Year. It urgently appealed to the organizations memcers of the ICWRY to

continue to exchange through the Standing Conference of Voluntary Agencies v;.Jrking

for refugees all information likely to help secure better co-ordination of their

efforts on behalf of the refugees.

Need for continued effort

On 5 December 1960, the General Assembly adopted resolution 1502 (XV)

(for text, see annex B). After noting T1with gratification the remarkable success

of World Refugee Year in many parts of the worldTl
, the General Assembly requested

States Members of the United Nations and of the specialized agencies and

international non-governmental organizations to continue their efforts to assist

refugees on a purely humanitarian basis.

Throughout World Refugee Year the point was made that WRY could offer a

permanent solution only for some refugees in certain circumstances. For many, .'

others, it could do no more than mitigate the bitter hardships of their life.

Moreover, new refugee problems might arise at any moment requiring immediate

action. The response in many countries to appeals for th~ Congo relief operation

has emphasized this particular lesson of WRY.

The months since World Refugee Year officially closed have brought their own

demonstration that there can be no speedy ending either of the need it was

created to serve or of the generous response which it has called forth.
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ANNEX A

REVISED TABLE OF WRY CONTRIBUTIONS
by parlicipe.tiDg countries and territories

as known at 28 February 1961
(in US$)

*

-,.. .
°1 I
)

Countries Special financial contributions for World Refugee Year

or
Governmen~1

National Committee
Territories and others T 0 T A L S

Cash Kind Cash Kind Cash Kind Total
336,021 15,125 1,579,~J!1 - 1,916,013 15,125 1,931,1389,769,230 - 598,077 - 10,667,307 - 10,367,30728,366 - 420 - 28,786 - 28,786- - 2,Of!f - 2,Of!f - 2,087- - 862,225 - 862,225 - 862,2252,800 - 27,510 - 30,310 - 30,310- - 980 - 980 - 98055,000 - - - 55,000 - 55,000lNDURAS 699 - - - 699 - 699lIrnEO) E.I - 5,462 - 5,462 - 5,4622,092 - 262 - 2,354 - 2,354

572 - - - 572 - 572690,000 1,000,000 2,518,254 - 3,208,254 1,000,000 4,208,2541,000 - - - 1,000 - 1,000
8,520 - - - 8,520 - 8,52012,500 - 218,600 - 231,100 - 231,1002,000 - 6,094 - 8,094 - 8,094, - - - 120 - 120 12010,000 - - - 10,000 - 10,000448,820 - 1,303,026 - 1,751,846 - 1,751,84610F MALAYA 2,500 - - - 2,500 - 2,500- - ~t67 - - - -5,000 - 19..639 71,467 19,639 91,1062,000,000 - 530,612 - 2,530,612 - 2,530,612

30 - - - 30 - 30EDERAL REPUBLIC OF) 1,561,905 - 3,513,619 172,809 5,075,524 172A>9 5,248,3333,000 - 2,861 - 5,861 - 5,8615,000 - 5,000 - 10,000 - 10,000- - 400 - 400 - 400
4,000 - - - 4,000 - 4,000- - 143,970 - 143,970 - 143,970- - 38,929 - 38,929 - 38,92916,800 - 179,731 bl - 196,531 - 196,531
5,000 - 2,222 - - 7,222 - 7,222

805,153 - 99 ,ffn - .905,030 - 905,0305,000 - - - 5,000 - 5,000- - 200 - 200 - 200
112,013 - - - 112,013 - 112,013

3,000 - - - 3,000 - 3,000
~IN 11,628 - 4,651 1,35/5 16,279 1,395 1'7,674

3,000 - 50,000 - 53,000 - 53,000- - 7,561 - 7,561 - 7,56120,000 - - - 20,000 - 20,000
2,000 - - - 2,000 - 2,000- 80,000 - - - 80,000 80,000

3 183,157 - 1,749,999 - 1,933,156 - 1,933,156

~
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AmlEX A (coJItinued)

REvISED TABLE OF WRY CONTRIBUTIONS (continued)

by ;par1;icipat:1.llg cOWItries and territories
as known .at 28 February 1961

(in US$)

1,

I

~

Countries Special f1Dlmc1al contrib.ltions for World Retugee Year

or
Governmen~/

National Committee
Territories and others T 0 T A L S

cash Kind cash Kind cash Kind ib1;a1

ALAND 196,023 - 705,685 319,238 901,708 319,238 1,220,946
419,991 - 2,105,557 167,996 2,525,548 167,996 2,693,544

Ul 3,150 - - - 3,150 - 3,150- - 200 - 200 - 200
PINES - - 28,221 JSl 28,221 137 28,358
IU. - - - 13,300 =./ - 13,300 - 13,300

84,010 - - - 84,010 - 84,010
IA Am> NYASALAND - - 30,308 - 30,308 - 30,308
LEONE 700 - 6,503 - 7,203 - 7,203

166,988 - 2,155,598 f/ 424,710 2,322,586 424,710 2,747,296
RLAND 440,092 - 1,439,625 - - 1,879,717 - 1,879,717
lID - 6,250 - - - 6,250 6,250
Il - 700,000 - - - 700,000 700,000

15,000 - 5,586 - 20,586 - 20,586
- - 7,592 - 7,592 - 7,592

:>F SOUTH AFRICA 41,200 - - - 41,200 - 41,200
ARAB REPUBLIC - - - 465,000 - 465,000 465,000
KINGDOM OF GREAT

lIN Am> NORTHERN
IllID 1,120,134 - 19,759,566 4,115,699 20,879,700 4,115,699 24,995,399
STATES OF AMERICA 5,049,375 1,600,000 13,076,621 - 18,125,996 1,600,000 19,725,996

IlM (REPUIlLIC OF) 5,000 - 62,200~ - &r ,200 - 67,200
lVIA - 165,000 - 18,900 - 183,900 183,900

Total cash 23,657,469 52,915,650 76,573,119 -
Total kind 3,566,375 5,705,643 9,272,018

Grand total 27',223,844 58,62l,293 85,845,137 85,845,137 ~/~
3

*'lURKEY
*UGANDA

* Corrected figures.

!/ Paid, pledged, or promised subject to parliamentary approval.

2./ Excluding eXpenses
=./ llie equivalent of US$3,267 was transferred to WRY me cttee.
~/ llie equivalent of us$l,6J.5 was transferred to WRY me cttee.
=./ No eXpenses were charged against the collection of f'unds.

!./ If average contributions could have been calculated over a munber of years 1llstead of be:1.llg based on the year preced:1.llg WRY, sweden I s special
effort for WRY would have shown an even greater increase.

Il/ Includ:1.llg expenses.
h/ 1 1he net increase in total contributions over the $t4,756,032 reported as of 30 September 1960 is ~)089,105 'Which takes into account
- total additional contributions of $ll,l30,OOO aJ;Ill the corrected figures noted above amount:1.llg to a reduction of $40,915 from the total

'previous1y reported.

........ 2 ApproX1llle.tely f$')I, in caJIh, 11% in kind.
: 3 An additional $5 million is reported by ICWRY as spec1al1y raised with WRY by its member organizations over and above this total.
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ANNEX B

1502 (XV). WORLD REFl'GEE YEAR

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 1285 (XIII) of 5 December 1958 and 1390 (XIV) of

20 November 1959 on the World Refugee Year,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the World Refugee

_' Year,

Noting with gratification the remarkable success of the World Refugee Year

in many parts of the world, not only financially but also in promoting solutions

of problems relating to large numbers of refugees, particularly those who are

handicapped,

Noting further that the World Refugee Year has focused the attention of

world opinion on the problems of refugees,

Believing that the enthusiasm and interest aroused by the World Refugee Year

can, if maintained, make a vital co~tribution to this end,

1. Expresses its thanks to all Governments, national committees, non

governmental organizations and private individuals who have contributed to the

success of the World Refugee Year, as well as to the Secretary-General and his.
Special Representative for the World Refugee Year, for their efforts in this

regard;

2. Requests States Members of the United Nations and members of the

specialized agencies, as well as international non-governmental organizations,

to continue their efforts to assist refugees on a purely humanitarian basis,

especially by:

(~) Increased co-operation with the programmes of the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for

Palestine Refugees in the Near East;

(E) Efforts to maintain the public interest aroused by the World Refugee

Year in the solution of refugee problems;

(~) The encouragement of additional opportunities for permanent refugee

solutions through voluntary repatriation, resettlement or integration in

accordance with the freely expressed wishes of the refugees themselves;

/ ...
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(~) The further encouragement of financial contributions for international

assistance to refugees including contributions from non-governmental organizations

and the general publicj

3. Expresses the hope that all people everywhere will take into

consideration the problems of refugees and the need for sustained and increased

efforts for their ultimate solution.

935th plenary meeting,
5 December 1960.

j .•.
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1. The General Assembly, at its 881st plenary meeting on 1 October 1960,

allocated item 33 of its agenda, "Assistance to Refugees", to the Third Committee.

2. The Committee considered part (a) of this item, "Report of the United Nations

High Commissioner for RefugeeStt,Y and chapter V, section IV, of the report of

the Economic and Social Councilgjat its 999th to 1004th meetings, held between

24 and 27 October 1960.

3. The Committee considered sub-item (b), "Report of the Secretary-General on

the World Refugee Year" (A/4546), at its 1004th to 1006th meetings, held on 27,

28 and 31 October 1960.

1. ITEM 33(a) - REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES

4. At the invitation of the Committee, the High Commissioner made an introductory

statement (999th meeting). He stated that progress had been made in providing

Y Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifteenth Session, Supplement
No. 11 (Aj4378jRev.l) and Aj4378jRev.ljAdd.l.

gj ~., Supplement No.3 (A/4415).
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international protection for refugees. During the year, three more countries,

Greece, New Zealand and Yugoslavia, had ratified or acceded to the 1951 Convention

Relating to the Status of Refugees, and four more, Argentina, Brazil, Portugal

and Turkey, were about to do so, thus bringing the number of parties to the

Convention up to twenty-nine. The Office of the High Commissioner had also been

successful in stimulating the inclusion of provisions favourable to refugees

in other international treaties and in national laws and regulations, and in

endeavours to ensure that decisions on refugee status followed a constant and

humanitarian pattern.

5. Progress had been made with regard to the indemnification of refugees under

the mandate of his Office who, by reason of their nationality, had suffered

persecution under the German National-Socialist r~gime. On 5 October 1960 an

agreement on this matter had been concluded between the Office of the High

Commissioner and the Federal Republic of Germany.

6. The High Commissioner reported that the number of refugees requiring

protection tended to diminish more slowly than the number of non-settled refugees.

In Europe alone, 870,000 refugees still required protection in 1960.

7. The High Commissioner referred to the acute problems presented by more

than 200,000 refugees from Algeria living in Morocco and Tunisia, and paid

tribute to the Governments of those two countries and to the League of Red Cross

Societies for their endeavours to assist these refugees. Unfortunately, the

Executive Committee of the League had, as recently as 7 October 1960, decided that

its participation in the joint operation should terminate on 30 June 1961, with

the proviso that it could be extended if no satisfactory alternative arrangements

had been completed by that time. The High Commissioner expressed the hope that

the League would see its way to extend its participation in the joint operation.

His Office felt bound by General Assembly resolution 1389 (XIV) of 20 November 1959

to continue the relief operation as long as the need existed.

8. The High Commissioner further reported that programmes which UNHCR had started

in 1955 had drawn substantial matching contributions from national funds. In 1955,

there had been 252,000 non-settled refugees in Europe, living both in and outside

camps, but there would be no more than 75,000 by the end of 1960, even though

238,000 new refugees had arrived during the five-year period. From 1958, efforts

/ ...
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to evacuate all refugees under his mandate from official camps had been intensified.

By the end of 1960, the camp population should fall to 13,800. By the beginning

of 1961, there would be no refugees in camps in Greece. There should be none in

Austria and Italy by the end of 1961, but it would take some time longer to clear

the camps in Germany. The required sum of over $3 million had been provided,

thanks to World Refugee Year.

9· The problem of non-settled refugees living outside camps in Europe had

assumed managea.ble proportions. Their number had dropped from 167,000 in 1955

to 61,000 at present. The High Commissioner was deeply grateful to the voluntary

agencies for their assistance and their co-operation in dealing with this matter.

The programmes for non-settled refugees living outside camps in Europe, including

Turkey, concentrated on clearly defined objectives. In countries with fully

developed economies the prograrrme was limited to handicapped refugees. In States

less satisfactorily placed economically, UNHCR engaged in comprehensive country

clearance programmes which should provide a complete solution for a given country

within two or three years if the necessary funds were forthcoming.

10. Provided there was no influx of refugees, solution of the problem of the

non-settled refugees under the UNHCR mandate in Europe was in sight. Several

factors contributed to this. Repatriation had been encouraged, integration had

been facilitated by economic developments in many European countries, and emigration

of handicapped refugees had been facilitated by developments in medicine and in

other fields. The High Commissioner referred to the special contribution made

by the Governments of the Scandinavian countries and of Australia, Canada and

New Zealand, which had accepted significant numbers of handicapped refugees, and

by several Gov'ernments which had liberalized their immigration regulations.

11. The High Commissioner also referred to the programme for refugees of European

origin living in the Far East. His Office co-operated there closely with the

Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration (ICEM).

12. Although the legal protection of his Office could apply only to refugees

under the mandate of UNHCR, the High Commissioner was authorized to use his good

offices to assist Chinese refugees in Hong Kong and other refugees not coming

within his mandate by such means as channelling funds or opening resettlement

opportunities.

/ ...
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13. At the lOOOth and l003rd meetings, the High Commissioner made additional

statements in reply to questions put by the representative of Saudi Arabia.

Referring to repatriation procedures, he stated, inter alia, that a person seeking

repatriation should contact the diplomatic representative of his country of

origin, but if this was not possible the Office of the High Corr®issioner would

make the necessary arrangements. Where the person concerned, voluntary agencies

and the Government of the country of origin were all unable to defray the

travelling expenses, UNHCR was empowered to grant assistance from a special fund.

The High Commissioner also stated that all refugees who were found to fulfil the

necessary conditions laid down in the Statute of his Office were entitled to legal

protection under the mandate of his Office without distinction of nationality,

race or religion.

General debate

14. Many delegations cownended the High Commissioner for his energetic

leadership and expressed satisfaction with progress made during the year in

carrying out refugee programmes, particularly the Camp Clearance Programme.

Special reference was made to the valuable work performed by voluntary agencies

in helping refugees to acquire training in skills and languages, as well as in

providing relief. It was pointed out that the International Labour Organisation

would consider at its next conference the question of equality of treatment of

nationals and non-nationals in social security, a matter of great concern to

refugees.

15. Some delegations pointed out that refugee problems and the right of asylum

were closely linked, and that the international community should lighten the

burden of countries giving asylum. It was stated that the adoption of the Draft

Declaration on the Right of Asylum could constitute a further step tcwards the

promotion of a common international viewpoint. Several delegations emphasized

that World Refugee Year had greatly benefited refugees and that the intensified

action taken by Governments and by non-governmental organizations under that

campaign had eased the task of the High Commissioner's Office.

16. Other delegations expressed the view that refugee problems might remain

unsolved as long as the High Commissioner concentrated on resettlement and,

furthermore, that it was inappropriate for the High Commissioner's Office to have
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the duty of providing legal protection for refugees, a task which should be the

responsibility of the Governments of the countries in which the refugees were

living. These delegations also suggested that the time had come to consider

abolishing the High Corrmissioner's Office since it had almost completed its work.

17. Some delegations drew attention to the question of Chinese refugees in

Hong Kong. Reference was made to General Assembly resolution 1167 (XII) of

26 November 1957 and it was suggested that a larger programme of assistance was

now required to ensure the effectiveness of the work already undertaken. Similar

views were expressed concerning assistance to other groups of refugees who did

not come within the immediate competence of UNHCR.

18. Several delegations referred to the situation of refugees from Algeria in

Morocco and Tunisia and expressed gratification that, as a result of the

generosity of the Moroccan and Tunisian Governments, and the assistance provided

by other Governments, the High Commissioner and various voluntary agencies, the

condition of these refugees was being steadily improved.

Draft resolution on the report of the High Commissioner

19. At the l003rd meeting, Brazil, Ceylon, Colombia, Denmark, the Federation of

Malaya, Ghana, Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, New Zealand and Togo submitted a

draft resolution on the report of the High Commissioner (A/C.3/L.864), the

operative paragraph of which read as follows:

"The General Assembly

.............
"Invites States Members of the United Nations and members of

the specialized agencies to contin~e to devote attention to refugee
Ircble~s still ~~aiti~g soluticn:

"(a) By continuing to improve the legal status of refugees
living in their territory, in consultation, where needed, with the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,

"(b) By further increasing facilities for the voluntary
repatriation, resettlement and integration of refugees,

It(c) By enabling the High Commissioner to reach the financial
targets both of his current 1961 programmes as well as of the other
programmes entrusted to his Office,

"(d) By continuing to consult with the High Commissioner in respect
of measures of assistance to groups of refugees who do not come within
the competence of the United Nations."

/ ...
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20. The sponsors of the draft resolution urged further improvement of the legal

status of refugees. It was pointed out that the magnitude of the problems still

remaining made it essential for the financial requirements of the High

Commissioner's programmes to be fully met. The target of $6 million for 1961 was

only half -reached) and an additional $2.8 million would be needed in cash for

refugee work in Morocco and Tunisia. The last clause of the draft resolution

reflected the increasing interest of Governments and non-governmental organizations

in giving practical assistance to refugees outside the High Commissioner's mandate.

21. Some delegations expressed regret that the possibility of discontinuing the

activities of the High Cow~issionerls Office was not referred to in the draft

resolution and that only favourable aspects of the High Commissioner's work were

mentioned.

22. Th2 Committee) at its 1004th meeting) adopted the eleven-Power draft

resolution (A/C.3/L.864) by 65 votes to none) with 12 abstentions (see para. 63)

draft resolution I below).

Draft resolution on refugees from Algeria in Morocco and Tupisia

23. At the 1002nd meeting) Libya) Morocco and Tunisia submitted a draft

resolution (A/C.3/L.861). It read) in part:

tiThe General Assembly)

................
"Observing with regret that no solution has been found to be

problem which is the cause of this situation) which is therefore
likely to continue)

tlRecommends that the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
should:

"( a) continue his present action;

"(b) use his influence to ensure the contim:ation of the
operation carried out jointly by the Office of the High Commissioner
and the League of Red Cross Societies) and) should this prove impossible)
draw up and execute a programme for the assumption by the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees of complete responsibility
for these refugees from 1 July 1961."

Afghanistan became a co-sponsor of this draft resolution.



A/4582
English
Page 7

24. Subsequently, the sponsors presented a revised text (A/C.3/L.861/Rev.l and

Corr.l), in which the fifth preambular paragraph was revised to read:

"Regretting that the situation which is the cause of this
problem continues. 11

The operative paragraph remained the same.

25. It was stated in support of the four-Power draft resolution that the

Moroccan and Tunisian Governments had made a great effort to help the refugees,

but that their resources were limited. Increased international co-operation was

required -because one half of the refugees from Algeria were children who needed

food, adequate health care and an opportunity to continue their education. The

hope was expressed that the League of Red Cross Societies would be able to

continue its activities for as long as they were needed.

26. Other delegations stressed the strictly social and humanitarian character

of the draft resolution and appealed to the Third Committee to show its interest

in alleviating the misery of these refugees by adopting the text unanimously.

27. The representative of France recalled his Government's position on the

problem and stated that France claimed the right to provide all necessary

assistance for the refugees from Algeria who under the pressure of events had

been obliged to leave their homes. Being anxious, however, that humanitarian

considerations should come before legal considerations, it had made three payments,

each of NFl,250,OCO, to the High Commissioner's Office.

28. The representative of the Secretary-General stated that the additional

activities contemplated under the revised four-Power draft resolution

(A/C.3/L.861/Rev.l and Corr.l) could, if the draft resolution were adopted,

lead to operational expenses which would be met from the High Commissioner's

voluntary funds. The adoption of the draft resolution would have r0 financial

implications for the normal United Nations budget.

29. The revised four-Power draft resolution (A/C.3/L.861/Rev.l and Corr.l) was

adopted at the loo4th meeting by a roll-call vote of 76 to none, with 1 abstention.

The voting was as fellows:

/ ...
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In favour:

Against:

Abstaining:

Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia,

Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist

Republic, Cambodia, Canada, Ceylon, Chile, China, Colombia,

Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominican

Republic, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Federation of Malaya, Finland,

Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Hungary, Iceland, India,

Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan,

Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, Mali, Mexico, Morocco, Nepal,

Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Paraguay,

Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Saudi Arabia,

Sudan, Sweden, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian

Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of South Africa, Union of

Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Republic, United Kingdom

of Great Britain and Northern Irelar.d, United States of America,

Uruguay, Venezuela, Yemen, Yugoslavia.

None.

France.

(See para. 63, draft resolution below.)

Draft resolution expressing appreciation to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees

30. At the 1002nd meeting, Argentina, Australia, Canada, Denmark, Greece, Italy,

the Netherlands, New Zealand, Pakistan, Tunisia, Turkey, the United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America submitted a

draft resolution (A!C.3!L.860), the operative paragraphs of which read as follows:

"The General Assembly

"Expresses its thanks and admiration for Dr. Auguste Lindt's
brilliant and important work during his years as High Commissioner for
Refugees,

"Extends its good wishes for equally great success in all his
future undertakings."

The sponsors subsequently orally revised the first operative paragraph to read

as follows:
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"Expresses its thanks to Dr. Auguste Lindt and its admiration
for the brilliant and important work he has performed during his
years as High Commissioner for Refugees."

31. An appeal was made for all delegations to pay tribute to Dr. Lindt, during

whose term of office great progress had been made towards a solution of the refugee

problem. The High Commissioner, it was said, had always adopted a humanitar~an

approach and, in spite of the limited resources at h~s disposal, had been able to

establish priorities for practical solutions for each problem according to its

. particular needs.

32. The thirteen-Power draft resolution (A/C.3/~.860), as orally revised, was

adopted at the loo4th meeting without a vote (see para. 63, draft resolution III

below) •

II. ITEM 33(b) ~ REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OUTRE
WORLD REFUGEE YEAR

33. At the 1004th meeting, the Secretary-General introduced his report (A/4546).

He stressed that the Year, which had been instituted under General Assembly

resolution 1285 (XIII) of 5 Dece~ber 1958, consisted, first and foremost, of a

series of national efforts. The endeavours of one y~ar could not solve all the

problems relating to refugees; the information contained in the report before the

Committee was not final because some countries had decided to continue the

campaigns organized in connexion with World Refugee Year.

34. Ninety-seven countries and territories, representing a large part of. the

world, had taken part in the campaign. Thirty-nine national committees had been

established in the participating countries, often under the patronage of the

Head of State. Seventy-four of the most important non-governmental organizations

had established an International Committee for the World Refugee Year. One

particularly outstanding fact was that all religious faiths, had united in supporting

that humanitarian undertaking. In all the participating countries World Refugee

Year had been given far more publicity than refugee ~uestions had previously

enjoyed, and henceforward these problems would be more widely understood by

international opinion.

35. The Secretary-General stated that, according to reports received up to

30 September 1960, the total sum raised in World Refugee Year or pledged subject

to legislative approval, in addition to the regular annual contributiens of
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Governments and voluntary agencies, was more than $us80 million. Of that sum,

more than $23 million came from Go'rernments and some $57 million from the public.

Sir.ce 30 September, campaigns in Austria, Belgium, Canada, France and Switzerland

had. raised an additional $3 million, and the sale of stamps and first-day covers

under the Stamp Plan sponsored jointly by the United Nations High Commissioiler

for Refugees and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees

in the Near East was expected to bring in a sum in the neighbourhood of $1 million.

36. By 20 October 1960, the sum of $22,673,646 had been contributed, pledged or

raised on behalf of refugees within the mandate of the High Commissioner for

Refugees, not counting refugees from Algeria in Tunisia and Morocco.

37. Of that sum, more than $8 million had been handed directly to the High

Commissioner to finance the special World Refugee Year prograwme on behalf of

refugees within his mandate. The amount available would fully finance the High

Commissioner's Camp Clearance Programme in Europe, permitting integration within

their countries of first asylum or resettlement elsewhere of the 32,000 refugees

within the High Commissioner's mandate still living in European camps. In addition,

a considerable number of refugees in Europe within the mandate of UNHCR living

outside camps would be helped towards integration or resettlement with the

assistance of supplementary World Refugee Year funds.

38. The $22,673,646 referred to (para. 36) included a sum of $1,210,724
exclusively for refugee transportation, mainly by ICEM, and $13,404,~47 for ot}ler

programmes also benefiting refugees within the High Commissioner's mandate, but in

most cases not administered by him.

39. Particularly encouraging results had been obtained in connexion with the

resettlement of refugees who were handicapped or difficult to resettle. The

High Commissioner estimated that, thanks to the liberalization of immigration

criteria by various countries during World Refugee Year, some 4,000 handicapped

refugees and their dependants, making about 7,000 persons in all, would be

resettled outside their countries of first asylum - as compared with

4,665 handicapped refugees and their families resettled in the seven years

1952-1958.
40. Appeals on behalf of the refugees from Algeria in Tunisia and Morocco had

produced contributions amounting to $5,360,122, of which more than $2.7 million

had been directed to the High Commissioner's Office.
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41. Tte sum of $4,514,694 had been contributed or pledged, up to 30 October 196c,

on behalf of Chinese refugees in Hong Kong. Of that sum, approximately

$2.5 million would go towards the Hong Kong Government's goal for its World

Refugee Year projects.

42. Up to 20 September 1960, $7,875,967 had been contributed or pledged for the

Arab refugees from Palestine within the mandate of the United Nations Relief and

Works Agency. Of that sum, more than $2 million had been contributed or pledged

for Agency programmes, and the Agency had received promises of a further $1 million

in contributions towards the $4 million minimum target set by the Director of UNRWA

at the beginning of World Refugee Year for the special programme.

43. Other refugees - including refugees in Europe not within the mandate of the

High Commissioner and various groups of refugees in Asia - would benefit to the

extent of $17,914,112 raised for them so far.

44. Of the total of $83 million, more than $20 million appeared to be still

unallocated to any specific programme. It was stressed that only $14 million had

been directly allocated to the two United Nations agencies dealing with refugees 

the High Commissioner1s Office and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency - or

used to finance the transportation of refugees within the mandate of the High

Commissioner.

45. Finally, with regard to voluntary repatriation, more than 3,000 refugees

within the mandate of the High Commissioner had been repatriated at their own

request.

46. All the above figures showed that the high hopes centred on World Refugee Year

had not been misplaced. A notable feature was the universality of the programmes:

economically less privileged countries had also contributed generously to reduce

the burdens of others. A number of organizations especially set up for World

Refugee Year had decided to continue their work on behalf of refugees permanently.

47. The High Comrnissioner for Refugees referred to the statement he had made at

the Committee's 999th meeting and again expressed his gratitude to all those who

had participated in the World Refugee Year which enabled his Office to make

considerable progress in bringing refugee problems nearer to a solution.

48. The Director of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine

Refugees in the Near East stressed the complexity of the problems entrusted to

UNRWA and pointed out that by its action the Agency not only alleviated the
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suffering of the refugees but also contributed to the stability of that entire

part of the world. He was very grateful for the assistance given to UNRWA by

Governments, national committees, voluntary agencies and private individuals and

he expre~sed the 'hope that the efforts made during the campaign might continue.

49. Many delegations informed the Cowmittee of their contributions in connexion

with World Re.fugee Year and others reported on practical steps which they had

taken or intended to take in' order to receive refugees in their countries.

Appreciation ~as expressed to the Secretary-Ge~eral, his Special Representative

.and h:i-s. staff for their assistance. Tribute was also paid to the Government of

the United Kingdom ?f Great Britain and Northern Ireland to which credit for having

launch~d the· idea of the Year was due.

Draft resolution on World Refugee Year

50. At the 1004th meeting, Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Canada, France,

Iran, ItalJ:> j'iIorwl;l.y,· the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

and the United States of America submitted a draft resolution on World Refugee

Year (A/C. 3/L.863)) the third paragraph of the preamble and the operative part

of which 'rea.d as follows:'

"The Ge,neral Assembly

"Noting with gratification the remarkable success of the World
Refugee Year in many parts of the world, not only financially but also
in promoting the ultimate settlement of large numbers of refugees,
particuiar+y tho~e who are handicapped,

"1. Expresses its thanks to the many Governments, national
committees, non-governmental organizations and private individuals
who have contributed to the success of the World Refugee Year as well
as to the Secretary-General and his Special Representative for their
efforts in this regard;

"2. Urges States Members of the United Nations and of the
specialized agencies and international non-governmental organizations
to continue their efforts to assist refugees on a purely humanitarian
basis, especially by:

"(a) Increased co-operation with the United Nations programmes
working towards solutions of the problems of refugees;
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"(b) Efforts to maintain the public interest in the solution
of refugee problems aroused by the World Refugee Year;

"(c) The encouragement of additional opportunities for permanent
refugee solutions through voluntary repatriation, resettlement or
integration in accordance with the freely expressed wishes of the
refugees themselves; and

"(d) The further encouragement of financial contributions for
international assistance to refugees including contributions from
non-governmental organizations and the general public."

51. The sponsors of the draft resolution emphasized that, although much progress

had been achieved as a result of World Refugee Year, world public opinion should

be kept continuously aware of the plight of millions of people who were without

homes and often without hope. To achieve a final solution of all refugee

problems, the work already begun should be continued.

52. Taking into account suggestions made by the representative of Saudi Arabia,

the sponsors of the draft resolution submitted a revised text (A/C.3/L.863/Rev.l).

Pakistan became a co-sponsor of this revised text. In that text, the third

paragraph of the preamble quoted above (para. 50) was revised to read:

llNoting with gratification the remarkable success of the World
Refugee Year in many parts of the world, not only financially but also
in promoting solutions of problems relating to large numbers of refugees,
particularly those who are handicapped,ll.

They also revised sub-paragraph (a) of operative paragraph 2 to read:

"2. (a) Increased co-operation with the programmes of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees;".

53. The representative of Saudi Arabia, while grateful to the sponsors for having

stressed the universal character of World Refugee Year by using the words "world

opinionll and llrefugees everywhere'l in the fourth preambular paragraph, pointed out

that the operative part of the revised draft resolution (A/C.3/L.863/Rev.l) did

not correspond to that sentiment because it referred only to the States Members

of the United Nations and of the specialized agencies whereas many States which

were not members of either had taken part in World Refugee Year. He further felt

that States should be llInvitedll rather than llUrgedll and suggested replacement of

the words "UrgesStates Members of the United Nations and of the specialized

agencies and" in operative paragraph 2 by the words llInvites all States andll •

/
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54. On behalf of the sponsors of the draft resolution (A/C.3/L.863/Rev.l), it was

stated that the suggestion to refer to all States instead of to States Members of

the United Nations and of the specialized agencies was not acceptable; the fact

that States which were not rr.ErrterR of the United Nations or of a specialized

agency had made a substantial contribution to World Refugee Year was duly

recognized in operative paragraph 1 of the resolution.

55. The representative of Saudi Arabia did not think it was sufficient to express

thanks to the "many Governments ..• Lwhich_7 have contributed to the success of

the World Refugee Year". He therefore suggested that a new paragraph should be

added to the preamble to read:

"Noting that many Governments, including those of States not
Members of the United Nations and of the specialized agencies, have
contributed to the funds of the World Refugee Year;"

He also suggested that a third paragraph should be added to the operative part,

to read:

"Appeals to all peoples reverywhere 7 to consider contributing
to the assistance of refugees-Leverywhere_7".

56. He stated that, in a spirit of compromise, his delegation had refrained from

addressing the appeal contained in that paragraph to States, and left the sponsors

to insert the word "everywhere" at the place they wished, either after the word

"peoples" or after the word "refugees". He told the Committee that the General

Assembly had often in the past - for example, at its fourth, fifth and sixth

sessions - addressed appeals to all peoples or all nations.

57. In reply, the authors of the draft resolution hoped they might satisfy the

Saudi Arabian delegation by replacing in operative paragraph 1 the words "to the

many" by the words "to all the ll
• They accepted the Saudi Arabian suggestion to

replace in operative paragraph 2 the word "Urges" by the word "Invites". They did

not think it necessary to add a third operative paragraph.

58. The representative of Saudi Arabia accepted the sponsors l suggestions with

regard to operati7e paragraph 1 but stated that he could not relinquish his demand

that the draft resolution should be universal in character.

59. To take into account the interest of the representative of Saudi Arabia in

the universality of the draft, the representative of the United Kingdom - one of

the co-sponsors - suggested insertion of the word "everywhere" after the words
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"public interest!! in sub-paragraph (b), and also after the words !!general public!!

at the end of sub-paragraph (d) of operative paragraph 2. The representative of

Saudi Arabia said he could accept the United Kingdom proposal on the understanding,

confirmed by the representative of the United Kingdom, that the word !! everywhere ll

signified !!everywhere in the world!!.

60. At the 1006th meeting, the sponsors of the eleven-Power draft resolution

.J. presented a further revised version of their draft resolution (A/C.3!L.863/Rev.2).

This draft, while taking into account some of the sugg~stions made by the

representative of 3audi Arabia, did not contain the word !!everywhere" in sub

paragraphs (c) and (d) of operative paragraph 2. Wishing, however, to give full

satisfaction to the Saudi Arabian representative, the sponsors had decided further

to delete from the fourth preambular paragraph the words !!everywhere and on the

need for sustained and increased efforts for their ultimate solution", and to add

a third operative paragraph, the text of which appears below. The operative part

of the revised draft resolution would thus have read as follows:

"The General Assembly

"1. Expresses its thanks to all Governments, national committees,
non-governmental organizations and private individuals who have
contributed to the success of the World Refugee Year as well as to the
Secretary-General and his Special Representative for their efforts in
this regardj

!!2. Requests States Members of the United Nations and of the
specialized agencies and international non-governmental organizations
to continue their efforts to assist refugees on a purely humanitarian
basis, especially by:

"(a) Increased co-oferation with the programmes of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the United Nations Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugeesj

II (b) Efforts to maintain the pUblic interest aroused by the
World Refugee Year in the solution of refugee problemsj

!!(c) The encouragement of additional opportunities for permanent
refugee solutions through voluntary repatriation, resettlement or
integration in accordance with the freely expressed wishes of the
refugees themselvesj

"(d) The further encouragement of financial contributions for
international assistance to refugees including contributions from
non-governmental organizations and the general publicj
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"3.' .Expresses the hope that all people will take into conside,ration
the problems of refugees and the need for sustained and increased efforts
for the ultimate solution of these probleqts."

61. The' representative of Saudi Arabia expressed his agreement with ,the text
. .

thus revised but suggested a further change, namely that, in order to meet the

desire for universality, the English text of the draft resolution should use the

words "all peoples" instead of "all people". This was not acceptable to the

sponsors ,on behalf of 'whom it was stated that in English the word "peoples" had

the connotation of ll nations" and in using the singular form "people" the sponsors

had intended to stress the contribution which individuals had made to World Refugee

Year. The sponsors agreed, however, to add the word "everywhere" after the words

"all people" in operative paragraph 3 and they submitted a revised version of the

text as follows:

"Expresses the.hope that all people everywhere will take into
consideration the problems of refugees and the need for sustained and
increased efforts for their ultimate solution. 'I.

62. At the l006th meeting, the eleven-Power draft resolution (A/C.3/L.863/Rev.2),

as amended, was adopted by 64 votes to none, with 12 abstentions (see para. 63,

draft resolution IV below).

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE. THIRD COMMITTEE

63. The Third Committee therefore recommends to the General Assembly the adoption

of the following draft resolutions:

I

Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugee s ,1/
Noting the recent favourable developments in the work of the Office of the

High Commissioner in respect of international protection as well as of the promotion

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifteenth Session, Supplement No. 11

(A/4378/Rev.l) and"A/4378jRev.ljAdd.l.

/ ...



/

A/4582
English
Page 17

of permanent solutions, including voluntary repatriation, resettlement to other

countries and integration in the present countries of asylum,

Noting in particular that pursuant to General Assembly resolutions 1167 (XII)

of 26. November 1957 and 1388 (XIV) of 20 November 1959 increasing attention is

being paid in many countries, by Governments and by non-governmental organizations,

to the problems of refugees who do not come within the imediate competence of the

United Nations,

Further noting that none the less there still are considerable numbers of

non-settled refugees, whose problems can be solved only by a further concentration

of efforts of the international community,

Invites States Members of the United Nations and members of the specialized

agencies to continue to devote attention to refugee problems still awaiting

solution:

(a) By continuing to improve the legal status of refugees living in their

territory, in consultation, where needed, with the United Nations High Commissioner

for Refugees;

(b) By further increasing facilities for the voluntary repatriation,

resettlement and integration of refugees;

(c) By enabling the High Coffimissioner to reach the financial targets both

of his current 1961 programmes and of the other programmes entrusted to his

Office;

(d) By continuing to consult with the High Commissioner in. respect of

measures of assistance to groups of refugees who do not come within the competence

of the United Nations.

II

Refugees from Algeria in Morocco and Tunisia

The General Assembly,

Having examined chapter IV of the report of the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees,~

Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifteenth Session, Supplement No. 11
(A!4378!Rev.l) .

/ ...
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Recalling General Assembly resolution 1389 (XIV) of 20 November 1959,
Considering the action taken by the High Commissioner and the encouraging

results achieved during World Refugee Year,

Noting with appreciation the progress made on behalf of refugees from

Algeria in Morocco and Tunisia,

Regretting that the situation which is the cause of this problem continues,

Recogni~ing that the living conditions of these refugees and, in particular,

those of the cbildren remain precarious and require constant improvement,

Recommends that the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees should:

(a) Continue his present action;

(b) Use his influence to ensure the continuation of the operation carried

out jointly by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

and the League of Red Cross Societies, and, should this prove impossible, draw

up and execute a programme for the assumption by the Office of the High

Commissioner of responsibility for these refugees from 1 July 1961.

III

Expression of appreciation to the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees

The General Assembly,

Noting with regret that the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

will shortly leave office,

Considering that remarkable and encouraging progress has been made during

his years in office in solving many of the problems of refugees, both under his

mandate and through use of his good offices,

Confident that these achievements will lead to further improvement of the

refugee situation under the Office of the High Commissioner,

1. Expresses its thanks to Dr. Auguste Lindt and its admiration for the

brilliant and important work he has performed during his years as United Nations

High Commissioner for Refugees;

2. Extends its good wishes for equally great success in all his future

undertakings.

/ ...
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IV

World Refugee Year

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 1285 (XIII) of 5 December 1958 and 1390 (XIV)

of 20 November 1959 on the World Refugee Year,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the World Refugee

Year L!,
Noting with gratification the rem~rkable success of the World Refugee Year

in many parts of the world, not only financially but also in promoting solutions

of problems relating to large numbers of refugees, particularly those who are

handicapped,

Noting further that the World Refugee Year has focused the attention of

world opinion on the problems of refugees,

Believing that the enthusiasm and interest aroused by the World Refugee Year

can, if maintained, make a vital contribution to this end,

1. Expresses its thanks to all Governments, national committees,

non-governmental organizations and private individuals who have contributed to

the success of the World Refugee Year, as well as to the Secretary-General and

his Special Representative for their efforts in this regardj

2. Requests States Members of the United Nations and of the specialized

agencies and international non-governmental organizations to continue their efforts

to assist refugees on a purely humanitarian basis, especially by:

(a) Increased co-operation with the programmes of the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for

Palestine Refugees in the Near Eastj

(b) Efforts to maintain the public interest aroused by the World Refugee

Year in the solution of refugee problemsj

(c) The encouragement of additional opportunities for permanent refugee

solutions through voluntary repatriation, resettlement or integration in

accordance with the freely expressed wishes of the refugees themselvesj

L! A/4546.

/ ...
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(d) The further encouragement of financial contributions for international

assistance to refugees, including contributions from non-governmental organizations

and the general public;

3. Expresses the hope that all people everywhere will take into

consideration the problems of refugees and the need for sustained and increased

efforts for their ultimate solution.
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The General Assembq,

Recalli~ its resolutions 1285 (Xln) and 1390 (XIV) on the World Refugee

Year,

HaVing eonsidered the report of the Secretary-General on the World Refugee

Year (A/4546),

Noting with gratification the remarkable success,~f ~he World Refugee Year

in many parts of the world, not only financially but also in promoting solutions

of problems relating to large numbers of refugees, particularly those who are

handicapped,

Noting further that the World Refugee Year has focused the attention of

world opinion on the problems of refugees everywhere and on the need for sustained

and increased efforts for their ultimate solution,

Bel1evins that the enthusiasm and intereet .aroused by the World Refugee Year

can, if maintained, make a vital contribution to this end,'

1.Expresses its thanks to all Governments, national committees,

non-governmental organizations and private individuals who have contributed to

the succeSD of the World Refugee Year as well as to the Secretary-General and

his Special Representative for their efforts in this regard;

'.
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2. Requeat~ State~ M~b~rs of th~ United Nations and of the specialized

ageneieg and international non-governmental organizations to continue their efforts

to assist refugees on a purely humanitarian basis,especially by:

(a) Increased co-operation with the programmes of the United Nations High
Commissioaer for Refugees and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for

Palestine Refugees;

(b) Efforts to maintain the public interest aroused by the World Refugee

Year in the solution of refugee probl~s;

(c) The encouragement of additional opportunities for permanent refugee

solutions through voluntary repatriation, resettlement or integration in

aecordance with the freely expressed wishes of the refugees themselves; and

(d) The further encouragement of financial contributions for international

aesistance to refugees inclUding contributions from non-governmental organizationm

and th" g~neral public.
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The General Assembly,

~L~ing its resolutions 1285 EXIII) and 1390 (XIV) on the World Refugee

Year,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the 't-1orld Refugee

Year (A/4546),

~~~g wit~ g;e,tific~50~ the remarkable scccess of the World Refugee Year

in many parts of the world, not ouly financially but also ill promoting solutions

of proble~s relating to large numbers of refugees, particularly those who are

handicapped,

Noti~g furt~~ that the World Befugee Year has focused the attention of

world opir.ion on the problems of refugees.e·.-8I:'f'!Ofte.e iPQ on the need for sJlshiaei

~~-:~J15 t~at the entc;.J,aiasm and interest aroused by the World Refugee Year

can, if maintained, make a vital contribution to this end,

1. E;presses its thanks to all Governments, national cOImJittees,

non-governmental organizations and private indi"iid.u.als who have ccntributed. to
- I ' _

the success of the World Refugee Year as well as to the'Secretary-Ceneral and

his Special Representative for, their efforts in this regard;

/ ...



&- .<

A/C.3/L.863/Rev.2
English
Page 2

~~~~

~14,~
('U;-.t:l ~ t.U~ ~ ~{,u:;-

3. E'f~ YL ~~ Yt--o.t
~t ~ ~ ~o..-G'n.- ~

""-U-J.., t"V ~eM \M. ~

ulL.>vv.-cvG ~c..6~ •

2. Requests States Members of the United Nations and of the specialized

agencies and international non-governmental organizations to continue their efforts

to assist refugees on a purely ht~anitarian basis, especially by:

(a) Increased co-operation with the programmes of the United Nations High

Commissiomer for Refugees and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for

Palestine Refugees;

(b) Efforts to maintain the pUblic interest aroused by the World Refugee

Year in the solution of refugee problems;

(c) The encouragement of additional opportunities for permanent refugee

solutio~s through voluntary repatriation, resettlement or integration in

accordance with the freely expressed wishes of the refugees themselves; and

(d) The further encouragement of financial contributions for international

assistance to refugees including contributions from non-governmental organizations

and the general public.

___--t.
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The attached report of the Secretary-General on World Refugee Year

(Doe. A/4546) is not to be made public before the Secretary-General makes a

statement orally to the General Assembly's Third co~ttee at approximately

1l.30 a.m. on Thursday, 27 October 1960.

world. The Secretary-General was requested to assist in the promotion of the Year.

2. The Secretary-General accordingly appointed one of his Personal Assistants,

Claude de Kemoularia, as his Special Representative for World Refugee Year.~ He

was assisted by a small unit staffed in the main by officers lent from other

offices of the United Nations and having particular e~erience in refugee work

or in public information. This served the dual purpose of keeping administrative

costs to a minimum and of ensuring co-ordination with other offices of the

Secretariat involved in the promotion of the Year, in particular the Office of

Y A full account of WRY - i ts or~g~ns, actions taken by the General Assembly
during its thirteenth and fourteenth sessions, activities of the WRY
secretariat in helping to promote WRY and co-~rdinate action taken in
participating countries, formation and methods of operation of National
Co~mittees, etc. - will be found in the report of the Secretary-General's
Special Representative, which will be made available to Members.

60-26138 / ...
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Report of the Secretary-General on the World Refugee Year

1. INTRODUCTION

1. In resolution 1285 (XIII), adopted on 5 December 1958, the General Assembly

called for a World Refugee Year to begin in June 1959. The Assembly noted that

the proposal for a World Refugee Year had two aims: to focus interest on the

refugee problem and to encourage additional governmental and voluntary

contributions; and to encourage additional opportunities for permanent refugee

solutions. It urged States Members of the United Nations and members of the

specialized agencies to co-operate "in a,ccordance with the national wishes and

needs of each country and from a humanitarian point of view fl in promoting the Year

as a practical means of securing increased assistance for refugees throughout the

world. The Secretary-General was requested to assist in the promotion of the Year.

2. The Secretary-General accordingly appointed one of his Personal Assistants,

Claude de Kemoularia, as his Special Representative for World Refugee Year.~ He

was assisted by a small unit staffed in the main by officers lent from other

offices of the United Nations and having particular experience in refugee work

or in public information. This served the dual purpose of keeping administrative

costs to a minimum and of ensuring co-ordination with other offices of the

Secretariat involved in the promotion of the Year, in particular the Office of

~ A full account of WRY - its origins, actions taken by the General Assembly
during its thirteenth and fourteenth sessions, activities of the WRY
secretariat in helping to promote WRY and co-ordinate action taken in
participating countries, formation and methods of operation of National
Conmittees, etc. - will be found in the report of the Secretary-GeneralIs
Special Representative, which will be made available to Members.

60-26138
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the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the United Nations Relief and

Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East and the Office of Public

Information. The headquarters of the Unit was established at Geneva where

advantage could be taken of the experience and documentation provided by UNHCR and

of the presence of the headquarters of the Standing Conference of Voluntary

Agencies working for refugees. A liaison office was also established at United

Nations Headquarters to promote activities on the American continent and to

maintain liaison with the Permanent Missions of the Member Governments and with

other branches of the Secretariat.

3. It was clear from the outset that the purpose of the WRY Unit would be to

serve as a temporary promotion and co-ordination unit. It would in no sense seek

to direct the campaigns of participating countries but would rather serve as a

central point from which assistance, advice or information could be obtained by

all countries desiring it. Throughout the year, the Unit co-operated closely with

UNHCR, UNRWA and OPI, as well as with the Intergovernmental Committee for European

Migration Swhich transports refugees in the mandate of the UNHCR), the Standing

Conference of Voluntary Agencies working for refugees and other non-governmental

organizations interested in refugee problems. The Special Representative also

established direct contact with the Permanent Missions and visited forty-five

of the ninety-seven countries and territories participating in the campaign to

discuss with Governments various methods of implementing the Assembly's resolution.

He also held press conferences in all countries visited to make the aims and

progress of the Year more widely known and established direct contact with the

National WRY Committees which were set up in the various countries to organize

the national campaigns. The WRY Unit prepared special information material

suitable for use in national campaigns and by the press, including thirty-five

issues of a World Refugee Year Newsletter and eleven Supplements, dealing with

the activities of participating countries, and thirty-eight pamphlets on various

aspects of the refugee problem. Newsletters and pamphlets were designeq for

distribution and reproduction or adaptation by the National Committees and by

participating organizations allover the world. They were very widely used in

many countries. Other offices, in particular OPI, UNHCR and UNRWA, also

/ ...
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co-operated in producing information material specially for World Refugee Year.

These included press releases, articles in the United Nations Review, film,

television and radio material, exhibitions, photographs and posters.

4. The initial expenditure foreseen for implementing its resolution by the

Assembly was a maximum of $80,000 during 1959-1960, requiring an appropriation

of $50,000 in 1959. This appropriation was later increased by $10,000 on the

basis of a supplementary estimate (A/4198) in view of the participation in the

Year by further Governments. A further $30,000 was appropriated for 1960, which

was supplemented by $4,000 transferred with the concurrence of the Advisory

Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions from another section of the

1960 budget. Thus, the total provision for the World Refugee year amounted

to $94,00o.~/

5. As indicated, a total of ninety-seven countries and territories participated

in one way or another in the Year.~/ The vital role played by Governments in the

WRY will be fully appreciated from the results given later in this report.

However, in the spirit of the resolution, a special effort was also hoped for from

the general public. In this connexion, it would be true to say that the National

Committees for WRY were the most important single factor making for the success

of the campaigns. Thirty-nine National Committees were established to promote

WRY. Very often, the patronage of the Head of State lent prestige to the newly~

formed Committees. Sixteen National Committees have been headed by the Head of

State. The important role played in many National Committees by non-governmental

organizations should also be stressed. In April 1959, the members of the Standing

Conference for Voluntary Agencies working for refugees joined with some thirty

other non-governmental organizations and established in Geneva the International

Committee for WRY (ICWRY). By the summer of 1960, the total memberships amounted

to seventy-eight.~/ It is believed that ICWRY represented the most far-reaching

co-operative effort ever directed by the voluntary agencies in a single

humanitarian objective. In January 1960, half-way through the Year, a conference

~/ For a break-down of WRY expenditure, see annex B.

~/ A list of the participants is given in annex A.

~/ A list of the part{cipatingorganizations in ICWRY is given in annex C.

/ ...
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It is impossible in this report to give a detailed description or even

examples of the rich imagination shown by individuals as well as organizations

or National Committees in their campaigns to promote WRY. Evidence of the

world-wide support given to this humanitarian endeavour was shown in the uniting

of the Christian churches with members of Moslem, Jewish and Buddhist faiths

in prayer for the success of WRY.

7. A Stamp Plan, jointly sponsored by the Office of the High Commissioner for

Refugees and UNRWA brought a total of seventy countries and territories to agree

to issue stamps in celebration of WRY.~
8. As World Refugee Year advanced, various organs of tte United Nations continued

to hear reports on its progress and to encourage WRY activities. One of these

organs was the Negotiating Committee for Extra-Budgetary Funds. Its members took

the initiative in approaching the Permanent Missions at United Nations

Headquarters and in other ways seeking to enlist support for the financial

objectives of WRY.

9. At its fourteenth session, the General Assembly, after hearing accounts

from many delegations of the progress of the campaigns in their countries,

adopted resolution 1390 (XIV) reaffirming its support of WRY and urging

additional efforts from Member States and States members of specialized agencies.

was summoned in Geneva by ICWRY to enable its members and as many National

Committee representatives as possible, to discuss programmes and current plans.

Delegates from allover the world, representing some fifty non-governmentql

organizations and thirty-nine participating countries were present at this

meeting. The Conference adopted a number of recommendations regarding legal

protection for refugees, resettlement and WRY publicity.

6.



..

A/4546
English
Page 5

II • REFUGEE NEE:CS ON THE EVE OF THE WORLD REFUGEE YEAR

10. As provided in the Assembly's resolution, the aims of World Refugee Year

were: (1) to focus interest on the refugee problemj (2) to encourage additional

financial contributions from Governments, voluntary agencies and the general

public for its solution and (3) to encourage additional opportunities for permanent

refugee solutions through voluntary repatriation, resettlement or integration on a

purely humanitarian basis. The resolution made it clear that World Refugee Year

was to be essentially a series of national efforts. However important, the need

for funds was not always paramount. Many thousands of refugees wished to emigrate

from countries in which they had found asylum and to resettle in other lands where

they had relatives, friends or simply the prospect of happiness. On a different

level, refugees in a number of countries could find their legal and ultimately

their economic position greatly improved if the Governments of those countries

were to ratify or accede to the 1951 Con~ention Relating to the status of

Refugees, or to certain other international agreements.

11. The third specific objective of WRY mentioned in the resolution, namely to

encourage additional opportunities for permanent refugee solutions, did not apply

in the same way to all refugees. For example, the problem of Arab refugees from

. Palestine who come within the mandate of the United Nations Relief and Works

Agency has political and psychological aspects with which WRY as a purely

humanitarian initiative was not competent to deal. Questions of permanent

resettlement or integration, which loomed so large in the objectives of the Office

of the High Commissioner, could not therefore be among the aims of UNRWA for WRY.

But additional funds contributed to UNRWA during WRY could be of the utmost

assistance, especially in providing vocational training for more of the young

refugees and in enabling a number of the refugees to become self-supporting.

It could bring the chance for a life of dignity and self-support for many of the

Arab refugees.

12. It was furthermore the intention of the sponsors of WRY that it should be

concerned with the problems of all refugees, whether they came within the mandate

of UNHCR or UNRWA or not. The following is a short resume of the needs which

it was hoped to assist in meeting as a result of the additional effort furnished

by WRY.

I ...

r~----------------------------------------_·_-_···_~_·-._ ..
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(a) Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

13. Previous to the opening of WRY, the regular programmes of UNHCR called for

the expenditure of $4,700,000. The Executive Committee of the High Commissioner's

Programme had authorized the expenditure of $12 million as an exceptional measure

during WRY. Additional funds amounting to $7,300,000 ~ere thus the minimum sum

needed by the High Commissioner for his supplementary WRY efforts on behalf of

various categories of refugee ~ithin his mandate, including the sums required to

clear from European camps all refugees ~ithin his mandate, to launch a first

expanded programme of aid to European refugees out of camp, to resettle refugees

of European origin no~ in the Far East (Far Eastern Operation) and to assist certain

ethnic refugees in Greece. The good offices of the High Commissioner had been

sought by the General Assembly on behalf of refugees from Algeria in Tunisia and

Morocco. During WRY he appealed to all countries to support certain supplementary

aid programmes ~hich had been designed to provide these refugees ~ith urgently

needed emergency supplies and care.

14. The High Commissioner's good offices had also been sought by the General

Assembly to encourage arrangements for contributions for the Chinese refugees in

Hong Kong. The Government of Hong Kong suggested a figure of $7,280,800 as being

necessary to meet a minimum supplementary programme of assistance to Chinese

refugees ~hich they ~ished to launch ~ith the help of the WRY multinational appeal.

15. In the case of UNHCR, great stress ~as laid on the more rapid integration of

refugees in their countries of first asylum or their resettlement else~here. This

latter solution ~ould involve the liberalization of certain immigration criteria in

countries of reception, criteria ~hich had for years put a brake on the movement

of refugees, especially those ~ho ~ere aged, sick or handicapped. One striking

target ~hich the High Commissioner fixed for WRY ~as the clearance from cam~s in

Europe of all refugees ~ithin his mandate still living there. In order to effect

this clearance, the Office of the High Commissioner reqUired not only the,
additional funds requested for that purpose but also the co-operation of

Governments, partly in regard to the acceptance of larger numbers of refugee

immigrants and, in particular, of those classified as handicapped, or difficult

to resettle.'

I···
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16. The Office of the High Commissioner ~as deeply concerned ~ith the general

problem of legal protection for refugees and, although this ~as not specifically

mentioned in the resolution, the High Commissioner frequently dre~ attention to

its importance and enncurced at the beginning of WRY that he ~ould ~elcome, as a

contribution to it by Governments, accession to or ratification of the

International Convention Relating to the status of Refugees and the Hague Agreement

Relating to Refugee Seamen. Other agreements designed to help refugees in their

attempt to establish themselves and to start a ne~ life could also represent a

valuable contribution to WRY outside the financial field.

(b) United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees

17. The Director of UNRWA, Dr. John Davis, emphasized that supplementary funds

contributed to the Agency from governmental and other sources as a result of WRY

~ould help to realize certain vitally urgent projects for ~hich money ~as not

available in UNRWA's regular budget. The Director announced that he hoped to

receive a minimum supplementary contribution of $4 million as a result of WRY,

this money to be spent approximately as follo~s:

A. Vocational training

Pro.iect

Vocational training centre for 224 boys, no~

under construction near ramascus (Syrian
Region of United Arab Republic) classes to
open in Sept~mber 1961.

Vocational training centre for 192 boys, no~

being built in Lebanon to open in
September 1961. -

Vocational training centre for 275 girls no~

under construction in Jordan.

Training centre for 220 boys in Gaza to open
in September 1962.

Vocational training centre for boys opening
in September 1962 (location not yet kno~n).

Vocational training centre - location and
type to be determined.

Expendi ture envisaged during 1961

Approximate cost of
construction, equipment and

operation for one year

$ 500 ,000

$ 500 ,000

$ 500 ,000

$ 500 ,000

$ 500 ,000

$ 500 ,000

$3,000,000

$2, 209,000
I.·.
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B. University scholarships

Project

cost

Expenditure envisaged during 1961

c. Self-help ~rants

cost

Expenditure envisaged during 1961

Approximate cost of
construction, equipment and

operation for one year

$ 500 ,000

:1> 99,000

$ 500,000

:1> 167,000

(c) Some'other needs

18: The following countries witb refugees on their territory supplied the WRY

secretariat with official data which were used at their request to produce

illustrated pamphlets: Austria, Federal Republic of Germany, France, Greece,

Israel, Italy, Pakistan, Morocco, Tunisia and Viet-Name These countries did not

ask for specific sums of money or define precise needs or expectations from WRY.

They hoped that the situation in their countries would become better known thanks

to WRY and that a favpurable climate would thereby be created leading to increased

international support for the initiatives they were taking to help their refugees.

As a result of WRY, all of them received additional international assistance.

19. Certain voluntary agencies had expressed particular interest in those

refugees who were not receiving international assistance from either of the

United Nations organs concerned with refugees and, at the beginning of WRY, they

drew attention to the needs of these groups, both in general terms and in relation

to certain specific programmes which they envisaged, either as new initiatives or

as extensions of their existing operations which they hoped would be made possible

by fund-raising during WRY. Some of the voluntary agericies announced their

intention of doubling or even trebling the funds which they, normally raised for the

benefit of refugees.

/ ...
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20. Although World Refugee Year came to an end officially in most countries on

30 June 1960, it is not possible, three months later - 30 September 1960 - to

present a complete analysis of r~sults. On the one hand, a number of participating

countries decided to prolong their campaigns for varyin$ periods beyond 30 June

and, in some cases, well into 1961. On the other hand, the process of collating

regional reports and those from participating agencies was-still incomplete in

various countries, which emphasized the interim nature of the reports they have

so far been able to submit to the secretarY-General.~jCertain general results

of the year can, however, be summarized from the material available.

A. GENERAL RESULTS

./

21. The total sum contributed, pledged or raised from all sources as a

supplementary effort over and above the sums normally contributed and raised each

year for refugees was $74,756,032 of which 11 per cent was in kind.1/ Of this

sum, participating Governments had contributed or pledged $23,219,979. National

Committees and others had raised $51,536,053. To this should be added

approximately $5 million raised by various international voluntary agencies,

members of ICWRYwhich do not appear in National Committee totals, making a grand

total of some $80 million.

22.. In addition, the Stamp Plan sponsored jointly by UNHCR and UNRWA will

produce, from the sale of stamps and first-day covers, a sum not yet precisely

known but estimated to be in the neighbourhood of at least $1 million. By mutual

agreement, 75 per cent of this sum will go to UNHCR and 25 per cent to m~RWA.

Ii.!

1/

The present report is based on information available as at 30 September 1960.
Fuller information on the campaigns will be issued when it becomes available.

Details regarding these funds are listed in annexes E and F.
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(a) Refugees within the mandate of the Office of the High Commissioner for
R~fugees

23. A sum of $22,539,662 had been contributed, pledged or raised on behalf of

refugees within the mandate of the UNHCR not counting refugees from Algeria. Of

this sum, $8,058,875 was directly contributed to the High Commissioner in response

to his request for $7,300,000 to finance supplementary WRY efforts on behalf of

refugees within his mandate.~/ An important result of this WRY effort is that the

High Commissioner's Camp Clearance Programme in Europe can now be completely

financed from available funds. This will mean that all of the 32,000 refugees

within his mandate who were living in European camps when WRY opened will either

be integrated in their countries of first asylum or resettled elsewhere.

24. In addition, a considerable number of refugees within the mandate of the High

Cmmissioner living outside camps in Europe will also be helped towards integration

or. resettlement with the assistance of these supplementary WRY funds.

25. Also included in the total of $22,539,662 was a sum of $1,211,724 exclusi~ely·

for refugee transportation (mainly by ICEM) and $13,269,063 are for other

,programmes also benefiting refugees within the High Commissioner's mandate, but

in most cases not administered by him.

, 26. Particularly encouraging results were attained in the case of handicapped

and difficult-to-resettle refugees. The Office of the High Commissioner estimates

that, thanks to the liberalization of immigration criteria by various countries

during IfRY, some 4,000 handicapped refugees will be resettled outside their

countries of first asylum, making with their dependants some 7,000 persons in all.

This figure may be compared with that of 4,665 handicapped refugees and their

families who were resettled in the seven years 1952-1958.

27. The various appeals on behalf of refugees from Algeria in Tunisia and Morocco

produced contributions amounting by 30 September 1960 to $5,264,291, of which

$2,707,079 were directed to the High Commissioner's Office.

J

§./ The source of these funds are listed in annex G. A balanc~ of some $1,265,128
was, however, still required on 30 September 1960 to cover in full the High
Commissioner's 1960 regular programme.

/ ...
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(b) Chinese refugees in Hong Kong

28. A sum of $4,486,074 was contributed or pledged up to 30 September 1960 on

behalf of Chinese refugees in Hong Kong. Of this sum, approximately $2,500,000

will go towards the Hong Kong Government's goal of $7,280,000 for its WRY projects.

(c) Arab refugees from Palestine

29· As at 30 September 1960, $7,873,823 had been contributed or pledged for the

Arab refugees from Palestine within the mandate of UNRWA. Of this sum, UNRWA

had received contributions and pledges totalling $2,27l,85l2/and promises of a

further $1 million towards the $4 million minimum target set by its Director

for his special programme when WRY opened.

(d) Other refugees

30. This category will benefit to the extent of $14,967,688. Recipients will

be refugees in Europe not in the mandate of the High Commissioner and various

refugee groups in Asia.

31. Of the total of $80 million, it should be noted that more than $20 million

appears still unallocated to any specific refugee programme.

B. PROMOTION OF WRY AIMS

(a) To focus interest on the refugee problem

32. To arouse interest was fundamental to the success of WRY, and financial

contributions, of which details are given below, offer a partial reflection of

the depth of that interest. Money contributions, however, were only one result of

the new interest aroused in refugee problems. No less important is the

realization, much more widespread ad a result of WRY, that the problem of refugees

is still with us and will still call for the active assistance both of Governments

and peoples. The main credit for the astonishing range and persistence of the

publicity given to WRY in the participating countries must go to the Governments,

National Committees and voluntary agencies which led and inspired the campaigns.

No tribute could be too high for the effort which was sustained in so many

countries over so many months.

See annex H.
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33. Close liaison was maintained between the Secretariat and the National

Committees and between the National Committees and the press and the coverage

given to World Refugee Year in many countries was more varied and spread over,a

longer period than that given by the press to many ,other aspects of United Nations
I

activities. A regular 'supply of articles and news clippings from participating

countries was received by the WRY Unit in Geneva and proved a valuable source of

information for the Unit's own Newsletter. Only a proportion of articles and news

items in about a dozen languages all told reached the WRY Unit in Geneva from

the participating countries, but these items alone, incomplete as they must be,

required eighty filing boxes, each a foot high and over three inches thick. If

published in book form, they would fill more than 100 volumes of an average

length of 250 pages.

34. Apart from the statements of innumerable individuals that they owed to the

WRY campaign their understanding of the refugee problem and of the need for active

help in the future, various National Committees showed their awareness of this

same need by continuing their efforts for refugees. after 30 June 1960 for varying

periods or for an indefinite time (Argentina, Australia, Br~zil, Canada, Colombia,
,

France, the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, Sweden, the Union of South.Africa

and the United States). The United Kingdom was one country where the Standing

Conference of Voluntary AE;encies for Aid to Refugees was re-established in a

strengthened form as a result of WRY.

35. In the same spirit, a statement was handed to the Special Representative

of the Secretary-Generai on 7 July 1960 bya delegation representing the

seventy-eight voluntary agencies that formed the International Committee for

World Refugee Year. This stat~ment drew attention to the fact that while the

hopes of many refugees had been fulfilled thanks to WRY, "it is abundantly clear

that the refugee question continues to pose enormous issues not only to the

refugees themselves and their countries of asylum, but to the whole of society.

The conclusion of the Year. must not result in a curtailment of efforts to help

those who remain".

36. Further, the 15th Plenary Assembly of the World Federation of United Nations

Associations (WFUNA), meeting in Warsaw in September 1960, adopted a resolution

in which the Federation "Emphasizes that, notwithstanding these achievements,

World Refugee Year should be considered only a significant impetus, since it was

":',
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not intended to solve, and has not fully solved, the problem of refugees, and

therefore urges ,WFUNA and its member Associations, together with other voluntary

organizations and Governments to c~tinue their efforts to solv,e as many aspects

as possible of the refugee problem and to seek to eliminate the conditions which

cause people to seek refuge".'

(b) To encourage additional financial contributions

37. Below will be found a provisional statement of the contributions in cash and

ki~d from Governments, National Committees .and other sources in all participating

countries from which reports had been received by 30 September 1960. These data

refer exclusively to additional funds provided on the occasion of WRY, over and

above contributions of a continuing nature which may be made for refugees.

PROVISIONAL TABLE OF WRY CONTRIBUTIONS
by participating countries and territories as known at 30 September 1960

(in US$)

Country or territory

AUSTRALIA
AUSTRIA
BAHREIN
BARBADOS (West Indies)
BELGIUM
BERMUDA
BOLIVIA
BRAZIL
BRITISH HONDURAS
BRUNEI (Borneo)
BURMA
CAMBODIA
CANADA
CEYLON
CHILE
CHINA (Republic of).
COLOMBIA
COSTA RICA
CUBA
DENMARK
FEDERATION OF MALAyA,
FINLAND
FRANCE
GAMBIA

Special financial contributions for World Refugee Year

Government~/ NationalCororoittees . TOTAL
and others

351,146 1,568,100 1,919,246
7,846,153 211,538 8,057,691

28,366 420 28,786
1,281 1,281

,655,018 655,018
2,800 27,510 30,310

980 980
55,000 55,000

699 699
10,000 10,000

2,092 262 2,354
572 572

1,620,000 1,834,931 3,454,931
1,000 1,000
8,520 8,520

12,500 218,600 231,100
2,000 '6,094 8,094

120 120
10,000 10,000

376 ,429 796,293 1,172,722
2,500 2,500
5,000 86 ,106 , 91,106

1,450,000 1,450,000
30 30

" ,:~!!
; > • ", '.'~.: ~,'

.,' .. '•...· .•.. , ..'.•..·.,..• t'....,:.' ::" .•,i.·•..:: - ~"" .",' ' .......'. ,"'''',.,,", '"~' ,',. {'c ~>.\ ~ ..j\(t-,~,]~·,~~j:f!
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country or territory Special financial contributions for World Refugee Year

Governmen~/ National Committees TOTAL
and others

GERMANY (Fed. Rep. of) 1,767,857 2,779,761 4,547,618
GHANA 3,000 2,861 5,861 '.1\

GREECE 5,000 5,000 10,000
HOLY SEE 4,000 4,000
HONG KONG 143,970 I 143,970
IRAN 38,929 38,929 .-
IRELAND 16,800 178,684 195,484
ISRAEL 5,000 2,222 7,222
ITALY 805,152 65,818 870,970
JAPAN 5,000 5,000
KUWAIT 112,013 112,013
LIBERIA 3,000 3,000
LUXEMBOURG 3,000 50,000 53,000
MALTA 7,156 7,156
MEXICO 20,000 20,000
MONACO 2,000 2,000
MOROCCO 80,000 80,000
NETHERLANDS 183,157 1,749,999 1,933,156
NEW ZEALAND 196 ,023 1,024,923 1,220,946
NORWAY 419,991 2,273,553 '2,693,544
PAKISTAN 3,150 3,.150
PANAMA 200 200
PHILIPPINES 28,358 28,358
PORTUGAL 8,635 8,635
QATAR 84,010 84,010
RHODESIA AND NYASALAND 30,308 30,308
SIERRA LEONE 700 700
SWEDEN 166,988 2,580,308 2,747,296
SWITZERLAND 440,092 955,303 1,395,395
THAILAND 6,250 6,250
TUNISIA 700,000 700,000
TURKEY 15,000 41,670 56,670
UGANDA 7,280 604 7,884
UNION OF $OUTH AFRICA 41,200 41,200
UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC 465,000 465,000 ,.
UNITED KINGDOM 1,120,134 20,540,016 . 21,660,150
UNITED STATES 5,049,375 13,076,621 18,125,996
VIET-NAM (Republic of) 5,000 60,000 65,000
YUGOSLAVIA 165,000 18,900 183,900

TOTAL 23,219,979 51,536,053 74,756,032

~ Paid) pledged, or promised subject to parliamentary approval.
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38. Some of the campaigns which were closed by 30 September 1960 gave outstanding

results in terms of per capita contributions:

•

COUNTRY

Norway
New Zealand
United Kingdom
Sweden
Denmark
Australia
Netherlands
Belgium
Ireland

TOTAL
WRY CONTRIBlJrION

(US$)

2,693,544
1,220,946

21,660,150
2,747,296
1,172,722
1,919,247
1,933,156

655,018
195,484

CONTRIBUTION
PER CAPITA
(US cents)

76.4
52.4
41. 7
31.1
26.0
19·5
17·0
7.2
6.9

39. It will be understood that no figures can yet be given to show how these

results will compare with those in countries still continuing ,their campaigns.

40. In terms of total additional cash raised during WRY by 30 September 1960, the

major contributors were the United Kingdom with $21,660,150 and the United States

with $18,125,996.10/ In order to obtain a just view of national contributions to

refugees, it is important to compare the figures representing a special WRY effort

in aid of refugees and those which show the average annual contribution by the

country concerned. ' The following list indicates this contribution in the case of

some countries for which figures were made available.

COUNTRY AVERAGE ANNUAL CONTRIBlJrION BEFORE WRY

Canada approximately $ 2,500,000 (Government only)

Federal Republic of Germany 11 818,000,000 (Government 11/only)-

Hong Kong 11 35,000,000 (Government only)

Netherlands 11 172,000 (Government only)

New Zealand over 2,000,000 (Government and private)

Norway approximately 147,000 (Government only)

Sweden II 3,716,000 (Governnient and private), Switzerland II 1,750,000 (Government and private)

United Kingdom II
7~280,000 (Government and private)

United States ' " 115,000,000 (Government and private
including some
$25,000,000 worth of
surplus food)

10/ The United States campaign still continues.

11/ The greater part of this sum was spent for national refugees in Germany.
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41. As will be seen, no figures are available from some of these countries to show

the average annual amount of private contributions.

42. A remarkable feature of the WRY campaigns was the response in countries tried

by several natural disasters which made other urgent demands on the generosity

of the public and, in some cases, completely absorbed for a time the national

charitable organizations and fund raising machinery. Examples of such disasters

which had an inevitable impact on the WRY campaign but did not prevent generous

contributions to it are the Agadir earthquake in Morocco, the earthquake and

floods in Chile and in the Republic of China and the catastrophe at Frejus in

France. Some economically less developed countries such as Pakistan, China and

Viet-Nam also made contributions to relieve the sufferings of refugees elsewhere,

despite the existence on their territory of severe refugee problems of their own.

43. Though not officially participating in WRY, the Spanish Government· made a

qpecial grant equivalent to $33,000 to aid in the transportation of refugees.

Some private collections were also held in Spain and the Spanish press carried

sympathetic comments on WRY.

44. The case of Austria deserves special mention, as t?e Austrian authorities'

announcement of their intention, as a result of WRY, to clear all refugee camps

in that country will involve, not counting the substantial international

assistance for this project, a total Austrian contribution of $8,057,691.
Representing as it does $1.14 per head this makes 'the largest per capita

contribution by any country as a result of WRY. It should, howev.er, be pointed

out that the expenses of the Austrian camp clearance programme will be spread

over a number of years.

Special effort by the voluntary agencies

45. The total figure of $80 million mentioned above includes a sum of over

$5 million which was raised by the voluntary agencies represented in ICWRY, over

pnd above their contribution to the various National Committee funds. This sum

is not included in the National Committee figures.

46. The voluntary agencies played a very important role in many National

Committees, in addition to extensive fund raising on their own account. Although

no firm figures are yet available of the total value of their contribution, it

has been suggested that this amounts to two-thirds of the total sum raised during

l ;
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the WRY campaign. Among voluntary agencies which had never engaged in

operational programmes for refugees, whereas other trade union bodies chose to

make their contribution through a National Committee, the International

Confederation of Free Trade Unions was moved by WRY to contribute $50,000 to the

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, requesting that

half of this amount be devoted to the needs of refugees from Algeria; the

Women's International League for Peace and Freedom collected $30,000 for the

purpose of bUilding Jane Addams to accommodate thirty-two refugee families from

a camp in Austria; and three national branches of the World Federation of

United Nations Associations collected $130,200, part of which will meet the

expenses of work camps for volunteers to help refugees build their own homes.

The Canadian Junior Red Cross realized more than its $150,000 objective in

pennies, nickels and dimes collected by pupils in over 43,000 elementary and

high school classrooms. The World Association of Girl Guides and Scouts reported

that there must be few, if any, of their 25,260 units who had not taken part in

or created a special effort to raise money. Up to 30 June 1960, reports on

the money raised were available from only seven of the fifty-one member countries

of the World Association and they showed a total of $53,206. The Island of

Aitutaki in the remote Cook Islands of the South Pacific raised $45 for WRY, a

notable contribution in view of the very limited contacts of this small island

with the outside world.

47. The International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross

Societies were particularly hard pressed by an unprecedented series of natural

and other calamities, as were other voluntary agencies co-operating in WRY, but

they were nevertheless active on behalf of the Year and the League of Red Cross

Societies continued throughout this period a large refugee programme which was

originally intended to be only a short-term emergency project:

48. The voluntary agencies working for refugees since 1945 have collected

annually in cash or kind upwards of $100 million for their refugee programmes.

The sums which will be spent by them on new refugee programmes as a result of

WRY will of course be very considerably larger than the figure of $5 million

quoted above, as some agencies will receive funds from National Committees,

non-operational agencies and other sources.

/ ...
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49. Beneficiaries of programmes run by the voluntary agencies include national

refugees in Austria, Germany, Italy, Greece, Pakistan and Viet-Nam who do p-ot come

within the mandate of either United Nations refugee organ. The agencies have

always sought to assist, among others, those categories of refugees for whom no

other form of international assistance is available. Finally, it must be stressed

that the great majority of these new voluntary agency programmes launched as a

result of WRY constitute new long-term commitments for the agencies which have

undertaken them. The agencies have expressed the hope that the impetus given by

WRY will enable them to find the support needed for these additional commitments

by continued and increased contributions from governmental as well as private
12/

sources.~

(c) To encourage additional opportunities for permanent refugee solutions by
voluntary repatriation, resettlement and integration

(i) Voluntary repatriation

50. Voluntary repatriation is one of the three permanent solutions which, in

accordance with the policy of the High Commissioner's office, a refugee should be

free to choose. Throughout WRY, both the High Commissioner and the Special

Representative of the Secretary-General laid stress on this solution in their

speeches dealing with the refugee problem. During the calendar year 1959, the last

for which figures are available, 3,022 refugees within the mandate of the High

Commissioner were repatriated at their own request.

51. It sometimes happens that the repatriation of a refugee is held to constitute

too high a charge for either his country of residence or country of origin, for

private agencies or for the refugee himself. In such cases the Office of the High

Commissioner may make appropriate arrangements to provide for the refugee's travel

back to his country of origin.

52. In Asia,the Thai Government, acting in the spirit of WRY, took steps to

accelerate the repatriation of refugees from North Viet-Nam who wished to return

~ A provisional summary of projects which the voluntary agencies have adopted
as a result of WRY is given in annex I. Thes~ new programmes will either
complement the work of United Nations agencies or assist refugees not within
their mandate.

/ ...
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there. Under an agreement reached on 14 August 1959 between the Thai Red Cross

Society and the Red Cross Society of the Democratic Repbulic of Viet-Nam, the two

authorities concerned share all expenses of repatriating refugees who desire

to return to the Democratic Republic of Viet-Name The operation started in

J-anuary 1960 and is to be completed within thirteen months. Up to August 1960,

~ 9,268 Viet-Namese had thus returned to the Democratic Republic of Viet-Name

(ii) The impact of WRY on resettlement

53. As already mentioned in this report, the Office of the High Commissioner has

estimated that in all some 4,000 physically or socially handicapped refugees could

be resettled through the new opportunities which Governments have made available

as a contribution to WRY. If dependants are included, the total number who will

eventually be resettled under these arrangements could be 7,000. It will be

appreciated that this represents a very important percentage of the handicapped

refugees still living under the High Commissioner I s mandate in Europe'an camps and

it is one of the most significant achievements of WRY. Nevertheless, the problem

of handicapped refugees, particularly regarding those who live outside camps,

still remains. It should also be understood that some time will elapse before it

is possible for all the handicapped refugees who will benefit by these new WRY

measures to be actually resettled.

54. Specific resettlement opportunities were offered within the context of WRY

by the Governments of Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Colombia,

France, Iceland, Luxembourg, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland,

United Kingdom and United States of America. 13/ One of the most interesting

developments observed during WRY was this growing willingness of a number of

countries to increase resettlement opportunities for handicapped refugees.

It was seen that a concerted attack involving new approaches and more liberal

J measures could contribute greatly to easing the refugee problem confronting the

Office of the High Commissioner •.

13/ A description of these opportunities is given in the report of the Special
Re~resentative for WRY.

/ ...
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55. As WRY progressed, the success of some schemes for the admission of

handicapped refugees encouraged other countries to open their doors in the same

spirit. The Norwegian authorities announced that some 95 per cent of the

tubercular refugees who had been admitted to that country before WRY had become

healthy citizens earning their own livelihood or contributing to family groups

doing so. Shortly before the opening of WRY New Zealand was the first overseas

country to accept handicapped refugees without sponsors. It was expected that

these re~ugees would long remain a charge on the New Zealand social services,

but the authorities announced that they had rapidly found their feet and that few

refugees had ever taken so little time to begin making a contribution to the

national economy. The Government of Canada approved a scheme, without precedent

for overseas countries, for the admission under government sponsorship of refugee
,

families each with a member suffering from active tuberculosis and later extended

the scheme to cover families with more than one member suffering from tuberculosis.

56. Notable efforts were also made in this direction by the Governments of

countries which themselves suffered severely by enemy occupation during the Second

World War. These included Belgium, France and Norway. France was one example

of a country which has never applied selection criteria to refugees and which

could not therefore contribute to WRY by modifying such criteria. The French

Government contributed in another way, namely, by admitting a greater number,

including 250 non-rehabilitable refugees of European origin from the Far East,

the cost of whose permanent care and maintenance will be borne by the French

authorities and voluntary agencies.

57. Handicapped refugees were not, of course, alone in benefiting from these

wRy measures. Australia and the United States were examples of countries which

also admitted more non-handicapped refugees.

58. It should be noted that the number of resettlement schemes actually put into

effect during WRY formed only part of the resettlement opportunities for the

future offered by Governments during that pe~iod. Indeed, it was not until

towards the end of WRY that a number of Governments, encouraged by the first

successes achieved in the resettLement of handicapped refugees, began further to

modify their policies and to liberalize their criteria. Such government action,

/ ...
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although not directly a financial contribution to WRY, often involved the

Governments concerned in expenditure connected with the medical treatment or

rehabilitation of the hanaic~pped refugees, and in some cases, as noted above, it

will demand the spending of considerable sums over a period of years for the care

and maintenance of aged or non-rehabilitable refugees.

59. Among other measures taken to liberalize immigration criteria as a result of

WRY, some Governments have selected refugees without regard to nationa11ty or to

occupational classification and have also raised the age limits for refugees

selected under labour programmes. Others have allowed refugees to be considered

for resettlement without generally applying any qualifying period of residence in

the country of first asylum. Certain Governments have approved schemes designed

to relieve in particular the refugee problem in countries such as Italy and Greece.

which, because of the nature of their economies, shoulder a particularly heavy

burden. A number of Governments have- decided, for purposes of selection, that a

family group be, defined not only as including the husband and wife, sons and

daughters, but also other relatives. Others have agreed to allow individuals and

community groups as well as relatives and voluntary agencies to nominate refugees;

this concession has also been extended to the handicapped.

Gradual elimination of the concept of "unemigrable" refugees

60. One of th~ most heartening and positive effects of World Refugee Year has

been the developing tendency in government and community thinking to eliminate the

concept that many refugees are "unemigrable". The reappraisal of basic immigration

procedures and policies which has taken place in a number of countries, including

the traditional immigration countries overseas, has resulted in a willingness to

place less emphasis on the physical qualifications of each member of a family and

more on the economic viability of the family as a whole. This evolution in

thinking has helped to remove the dilemma that has confronted many refugee fami~ies

in the past, i.e., either to emigrate leaving one member of a family behind or to

reject a resettlement opportunity and remain together in the camp. It has als)

furthered the reunion of families already separated for such reasons, by allowing

aged or sick refugees to rejoin relatives or friends already established abroad.

/ ...
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61. With regard to the problem of non-rehabilitable refugees who require

institutional care, it is important to mention that countries of first asylum

such as Belgium and France, which are already accepting many severely handicapped

refugees, have made special efforts to accept their share of the problem through

the establishment and extension of homes designed for this purpose. If this

initiative could be followed by other Governments of goodwill, it would

considerably ease the difficulty of finding openings for non-rehabilitable

refugees who desire resettlement as a solution.

(iii) Integration

62. The majority of refugees living in camps in Europe under the mandate of the

High Commissioner will have their problem settled, not through leaving for another

country but through being helped to become self-supporting in their country of

first asylum. Moreover, WRY will make possible a similar solution for many

refugees now living in very poor conditions outside camps in Europe. Integration

will therefore play an extremely important part in the implementation of the

resolution on WRY.

63. It is not possible at this stage to say precisely how many refugees will be

integrated into the community as a result of the special WRY effort. Perhaps
I

the most spectacular example under this heading would be the intention of Austria

to close all refugee camps on her territory as a result of WRY - including, that

is to say, not only the refugee camps within the mandate of the High Commissioner,

but all others as well. It has been noted above that this project will involve

a total expenditure for the Austrian Government and people of over $8 million,

in addition to substantial international hel~ forthcoming as a result of WRY.

64. The example of Austria serves to illustrate an important point of which

account should be taken when considering the special effort furnished by various

countries and agencies to implement the resolution. By agreement with the Office

of the High Commissioner, the countries of first asylum usually meet a certain

percentage of the cost of programmes sponsored by the High Commissioner. As this

is an element of considerable importance in the general picture of WRY efforts, the

following list shows estimated value of supporting contributions in round figures

which those countries will be making towards programmes of the High Commissioner

financed as a result of WRY.
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Supporting contributions World Refugee Year Estimated
to UNHCR programmes contributions value of

in terms of percentages received by UNHCR supporting
during 1959-1960 contributions

Country % in $ in $

Austria 57 1,800,000 2,386,050

France 70 100,000 233,330

Germany, Fed. Rep. of 68 3,200,000 6,800,000

Greece 45 900,000 736,360

Italy 68 240,000 510,000

65. Among Asian countries facing refugee problems, it is interesting to note

that Pakistan was able to integrate 25,000 families, or roughly 125,000 persons,

during World Refugee Year. Pakistan authorities point out, however, that this

considerable achievement still leaves approximately 150,000 families awaiting

rehabilitation facilities from the Government.

(iv) Legal protection for refugees

66. Although this item was not specifically mentioned in the General Assembly's

resolution, the Office of the High Commissioner is deeply concerned with the

general problem of legal protection for refugees and both the High Commissioner

and the Special Representative of the Secretary-General suggested to Governments

the possibility of· their taking appropriate action in this sphere as one form of

contribution to WRY.

67. During WRY three countries deposited with the Secretary-General their

instruments of ratification of the International Convention Relating to the

Status of Refugees (1951) - Greece, New Zealand and Yugoslavia. Argentina,

Brazil and Portugal approved ratification of the Convention. In other countries,

including Bolivia, Chile, Colombia and Uruguay, action to accede to the Convention

entered the parliamentary stage. Accession to the Convention was also under study

in Costa Rica, Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay and Peru.

68. The Convention establishes such minimum rights as the right of asylum, the

right to work, the right to education, the right to social security and the right

to freedom of religiop.

/ ...
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69. I During WRY, three more countries decided to apply the principles of the

Hague Agreement relating to Refugee Seamen. Monaco ratified the Agreement on

11 April 1960, while Italy and the Federal Republic of Germany, pending

ratification, put into practice some or all of the principles of the Agreement.

70. Progress was made during WRY in regard to the European Agreement on the

Abolition of Visas for Refugees concluded under the auspices of the Council of '1

Europe on 20 April 1959 and also in regard to certain measures taken by States

members of the Council of Europe under a resolution of the Council to facilitate

travel by refugees.

71. Bilateral and individual arrangements waiving the necessity for visas for

refugees in the case of visits of three months or less had been made by a number

of European countries and were on the point of being finalized by others during WRY.·

72. During WRY, Laos acceded to the London Travel Document Agreement of 1946,

thereby removing the difficulties that had arisen in connexion with certain

stateless refugees.

73. The 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons entered into

force during WRY in Belgium,France and Luxembourg.

/ ...

Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration

74. The Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration is specifically cnarged

under its mandate with the migration of European refugees and is therefore

available to undertake travel arrangements for those refugees who have been or will

be resettled as a result of WRY. In all phases of its refugee work ICEM

co-operates closely with the Office of the United Nations High Commis~ioner for

Refugees.

75. During the World Refugee Year, 1 July 1959 to 30 June 1960, ICEM has

transported 31,095 refugees, the great majority of whom were within the mandate

of the UNHCR. It is not possible to say precisely how many of these movements

were due to-World Refugee Year as such. However, under the projects for the

resettlement of handicapped refugees specifically designated as WRY schemes, ICEM

has moved 327 physically handicapped refugees with 762 others, including dependant~

from Austria, Germany, Greece and Italy to other countries in Europe or overseas.

Many of the movements of refugees undertaken after 30 June 1960 will also be

attributable to World Refugee Year.
\
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76. ICEM has made a number of appeals for funds for its refugee programme, in

each of which it has drawn attention to the special necessity for funds to pay for

additional movements made possible by World Refugee Year.

77. The contributions that were received by ICill1 in 1959, specifically allocated

to refugee movements, amounted to $31,741 for the programme for Refugee Migration

from Europe, and $330,511 for the Far East Programme. The 1960 contributions

to ICEM, received as a direct result of the World Refugee Year, have amounted

to over $1 million.

Council of Europe

78. Several forms of action were taken by the Council of Europe as a contribution

to WRY, and a number of recommendations concerning refugees were put forward by

its Consultative Assembly. One of these (Recommendation 227/1960) in favour of

devoting surplus monies in the Council of Europe's 1959 budget to the programme

for WRY, reiterated the Council's belief that European countries should seize this

opportunity of demonstrating their solidarity by associating themselves with the

project and by a joint contribution to it. Another (228/1960) recommended that the

Committee of I~nisters make strong represehtations to member Governments urging

them to admit, apart from the quotas hitherto accepted, those Hungarian refugees

in Austria who had expressed the wish to settle permanently in Europe and the same

recommendation requested member Governments which had not yet ratified or acceded

to the Agreement Relating to Refugee Seamen to become parties to it.

79. At the third session of the Executive Committee of the High Commissioner's

Programme, it was announced that the Committee of Ministers of the Council of

Europe, in their desire to associate themselves through a collective and symbolic

gesture with the action taken by the United Nations, had decided to make a

contribution of 100,150 new French francs ($20,408) for assistance to refugees.

80. Measures were also taken by the various members countries of the Council of

Europe to facilitate travel by refugees.

81. The Council of Europe also took part in various promotional activities

designed to stimulate wide-spread support for WRY and in particular to interest

the school-children and youth of Europe in the problem of refugees.

/ ...
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European Seminar on the Economic and Social Aspects of Refugee Integration

82. As part of the Swedish Government's contribution to WRY, a seminar on the

economic and social aspects of refugee integration was held at Sigtuna, Sweden,

from 27 April to 9 May 1960 with fifty participants from fifteen countries. This

programme was organized by the Technical Assistance Office of the United Nations

in Geneva and the Government of Sweden, with the co-operation of UNHCR and the

United Nations WRY secretariat.

International civil servants participate in WRY effort

83. The staff committees and associations of various organizations belonging to

the United Nations family also expressed a wish to participate. In addition to

contributions in cash, including the sacrifice by many United Nations staff

members of a day's salary, other gifts in kind were forthcoming and various

services were rendered with the active help of staff members, such as the sale

for several months in 1959 of refugee handicrafts from Europe, the Middle East

and the Far East in the European headquarters of United Nations at Geneva; special

concert tickets and first-day covers made available under the Stamp Plan organized

by the Office of the High Commissioner were also sold in aid of refugee funds.

84. Participating in various ways were staff members of the United Nations

itself both at New York Headquarters and at the European Office in Geneva, and

also of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the

Near East, the International Labour Organisation, the General Agreement on Trade

Tariffs, the Food .and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the United

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the International

Monetary Fund, the International Telecommunication Union, the International

Maritime Consultative Organization and the United Nations Korean Reconstruction

Agency.

85. As a result of these initiatives, it was estimated that the equivalent of

more than $25,000 was contributed by the staff at the United Nations European

Office alone. At United Nations Headquarters in New York, in addition to money

contributions, some 2,000 pieces of clothing were made available for refugees by

personnel of the United Nations, while volunteers from among the staff an!

Permanent Missions came forward to give their services in connexion with the WRY

exhibit organized by the United Nations Office of Public Information.
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C. SUMMARY OF WRY ACHIEVEMENTS

86. The incomplete data set out above provide a general picture of some of the

more easily assessable results of WRY, as they were known by 30 September 1960.

87. These results may be left to speak for themselves. The Camp Clearance

Programme of the High Commissioner in Europe can now be completely financed from

available funds. The Far Eastern Operation has found a new impulse; for the first

time an impressive international effort has been made on behalf of the Chinese

refugees in Hong Kong. A growing financial assistance has been given to the

refugees from Algeria. UNRWA is given a chance to extend its efforts with outside

assistance in the field of vocational training and self-support grants.

88. For some categories of refugees, whose future did not depend on a political

solution, World Refugee Year has Drought something better than hope, the practical

possibility of a new life. "I can now say that, thanks to World Refugee Year, the

financing of camp clearance is now totally and completely assured", said

Dr. August Lindt, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in summing up

the impact of WRY on his programmes at the fourth session of its Executive

Committee in Geneva, and he added: "There is, as we know now, practically no

'hard core' in the camps of Europe."

89. If we look for other striking examples of results achieved, Austria may come

again to mind. As a result of WRY, that country is to close all refugee camps on

her territory, including those inhabited by refugees not within the mandate of the

High Commissioner.

90. While Europe and America strove to reduce the problems of refugees in Europe,

they also assisted refugees in the Middle East, North Africa and Asia. Nearly

$20 million contributed, pledged or raised will go to the refugees of Asia and

Africa. And perhaps one of the outstanding characteristics of World Refugee Year

is that even the economically less privileged countries of Asia and Africa,

sometimes burdened with refugee problems of their own~ made their modest, but

generous, contribution to reduce the burdens of others. For example the Republic

of Viet-Nam decided to give the major portion of the funds raised there to the

Office of the High Commissioner.for Refugees in Europe and the Pakistan Government,

despite its immense effort for refugees on its own territory, made fUnds available

to help Europe, while the National Committee of China made a gift to the High

Commissioner for Refugees.
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91. A final point of importance is the fact that up to now only some i~14 million

of the $80 million raised have been directly contributed to the two United Nations

organs concerned with refugees, UNHCR and UNRWA, and for the transportation of

refugees in the mandate of the High Commissioner. A notable percentage of the

rest will be devoted to refugees not in the United Nations mandates. Nevertheless,

considerable funds raised during WRY with the devoted help of the voluntary

agencies will remain at their disposal to be used for refugees who are within

those mandates. It may be hoped that this situation will lead the agencies

concerned to consider assuming a greater financial share in the essentail

programmes undertaken by the High Commissioner and UNRWA, thus enabling the two

United Nations organizations to turn their attention to other pressing needs.

/ ...
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IV. SOME CONCLUSIONS

92. The vote by the General Assembly on 5 December 1958 of the resolution calling

for a World Refugee Year brought great hopes to refugees throughout the world.

For thousands of them a solution has or will be given to their plight, thanks to

WRY. Some refugee problems will be completely solved. Many of the other refugees

have seen an amelioration of their pitiful condition. Thanks to the goodwill
,

of Governments and the understanding spirit of National Committees, WRY has

succeeded in remaining faithful to the purely humanitarian action expressed in the

resolution voted by the General Assembly. While the success achieved by World

Refugee Year was obviously due to the participating countries, its appeal was

strengthened by the guarantee of high purpose and by the sense of international

solidarity which Unite~ Nations sponsorship provided. That sponsorship has been

for many people the first intimation 'of the constructive work which the United

Nations carries on in the humanitarian field. It has been reported that this

fact led to an increase in active membership of the United Nations Associations

in a number of countries.

93. It was the General Assembly's resolution which enabled vTRY to become a reality

on a multinational scale and it was also the United Nations which served as an

indispensable co-ordinating element throughout the campaign. The methods and

techniques used in this multinational campaign may not be without their lessons

for future initiatives which the United Nations may be called upon to sponsor.

Those methods have enabled more than twenty countries or territories not members

of the United Nations or of its ,specialized agencies to participate in the spirit

of the resolution.

94. On the official level, these facts were emphasized in speeches made by

delegates to the fourth session of the Executive Committee of the High

Commissioner's Programme meeting in Geneva in October 1960. In the discussion

which took place on WRY, many speakers paid tribute to the true humanitarian spirit

which the United Nations action had helped to create and maintain. Delegates also

pointed out that this action had made it possible as never before to view the

refugee problem in world-wide terms and to include in a broader understanding the

sufferings and needs of refugees in Asia and Africa as well as those on the

continent of Europe.

J...
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95. By associating itself with the national efforts and by being mentioned in

connexion with all their multitudinous ramifications down to the local level, the

United Nations was able to come particularly close to the people. More individuals

have participated personally in v!RY than in any other initiative taken by the

United Nations since its foundation. In millions of people it aroused what was

for them a new sense of responsibility towards their fellow men and women. They

made an imaginative effort to share in the problems of people who were strangers

to them by race and often by religion. They did not hesitate to sacrifice their

time, to give money they could often ill afford and to forego satisfactions for

the sake of people whom they would never meet and from whom they could not expect

personal thanks.

96. A practical experience of human solidarity such as vffiY proved to be must

imply some extension of the frontiers of fellowship. It is to be hoped that this

growth of imaginative understanding will strengthen support for other humanitarian

objectives of the Organization, and, not least, for the continuing needs of the

refugees themselves. As I have had occasion to state before, vffiY should be

regarded noto as the end of an effort but as the beginning.

/ ...
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ANNEX A

COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES PARTICIPATING
IN WORLD REFUGEE YEAR

Afghanistan
*Argentina
*Australia
*Austria
Bahrein

*Barbados
*Belgium
*Bermuda
Bolivia

*Brazil
British Honduras
Brunei (Borneo)
Burma
Cambodia

*Canada
Cameroun
Ceylon

*Chile
*China
*Colombia
*Costa Rica

Cuba
*Denmark

Dominican Republic
*Ecuador

El Salvador
Ethiopia
Federation of Malaya
Fiji Islands

*Finland
*France

Gambia
*Ghana
*Germany (Federal

Republic of)

*Greece
Guatemala
Guinea

*Haiti
Holy See
Honduras

*Hong Kong
Iceland
Indonesia

*Iran
*Ireland
*Israel
*Italy

Japan
Jordan
Kuwait

*Korea (Republic of)
Laos
Lebanon
Liberia
Libya
Liechtenstein

*Luxembourg
*Malta

Mexico
Monaco
Morocco

*Netherlands
Netherlands New

Guinea
*New Zealand

Nicaragua
*Norway
*Pakistan
*Panama

Paraguay
Peru

*Philippines
*Portugal

Qatar
*Rhodesia and Nyasaland

(Federation of)
st. Lucia
San Marino
Saudi Arabia

*Sierra Leone
Somalia
Sudan
Surinam

*Sweden
*Switzerland
Thailand
Togo
Tunisia

*Turkey
*Uganda
*Union of South Africa

United Arab Republic
*United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern
Ireland

*United States of
America

*Uruguay
Venezuela

*Viet-Nam (Republic of)
Yen:en
Yugoslavia

* A Committee for World Refugee Year has been established.

/ ...
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ANNEX B

OBLIGATIONS INCURRED BY THE HRY SECRETARIAT LURING 1959 AND 1960~

Motion picture and photographic supplies and services •

Printing and internal reproduction supplies • • • •

Other supplies and services • • • • •• • • • • • •

. . . . .. . . . . . . .

· . . . . . . .

30,900

l7,lOO

l7,800

9,500

lO,700

7,lOO

900

$94.000

$

Account
obligated

. . .

. . . .

• • •

. . . .

. . . . . .

• •

. . .
· . . ... ,.

· . .• •

. .
. .

. . . . . .

. . . .

. . .

. . . .
. .

• •

. .

. .

. . . .

Object of expenditure

Hospitality • • • • • • • •

Communications services •

Travel and subsistence of staff

Temporary assistance.

:)

,

~ 1960 obligations are estimated in cases where they had not been incurred
at the tline this table was prepared.

I···
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ANNEX C

LIST OF VOLUNTARY AGENCIES MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMITTEE FOR VlORLD REFUGEE YEAR (ICvffiY)

I. Member Or~anizations of ICVffiY who are members of the Standing Conference
of Voluntary Agencies Working for Refugees.

Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations Interested in Migration.
Standing Conference of Voluntary Agencies Working for Refugees.
International Conference of Social Work.
Permanent Conference of Catholic International Organizations.
World Federation of United Nations Associations~

Adoption COllIDlittee for Aid to Displaced Persons.
Aide aux Israelites victimes de la Guerre.
American Friends Service Committee.
American Fund for Czechoslovak Refugees, Inc.
American Joint Distribution Committee.
Brethren Service Ccmmission.
British Council for Aid to Refugees.
Centre d'orientation sociale des etrangers.
Centre de reclassement professionnel.
Comite de liaison des oeuvres travaillant :pour les refugies.
Comite inter-mouvements aupres des evacues (CD1ADE).
Comite juif d'action sociale et de reconstruction.
Friends Service Council.
International Catholic Migration Commission.
International Conference of Catholic Charities.
International Labour Assistance.
International Relief Committee for Intellectual Workers.
International Rescue Committee.
International Social Service.
International Social Service - Swiss Eranch.
Jami' at al Isl81I!..
Jewish Agency for Israel.
Lutheran \lorld Federation.
National Catholic Welfare Conference - Catholic Relief Services.
Ceuvre de protection des enfants juifs.
Oostpriesterhulp.
Polish-P~erican Immigration Relief Committee.
Secours international de Caritas Catholica.
Swiss Aid Abroad.
Swiss Central Office for Aid to Refugees.
Tolstoy Foundation, Inc.
Unitarian Service Committee.
United HIAS Service.
United Lithuanian Relief Fund of America.

I ...
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United UIITainian American Relief Committee, Inc.
World Alliance of YMCA's.
World Council of Churches.
World ORT Union.
World OSE Union.
World University Service.
World YHCA.

II. Member Organizations of ICWRY who are not members of the Standing Conference
of Voluntary Agencies Working for Refugees.

Association for the Study of the World Refugee Problem.
Central Coordinating Committee of Voluntary Agencies in the Middle East.
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs.
Council of Organizations for Relief Service Overseas, Inc. (CORSO).
Friends' Horld Committee for Consultation.
Humanitas, Inc.
Nonlegian Refugee Council.
Oxford Committee for Famine Relief.
Roumanian Relief Committee (CAROMAN).
The Salvation Army.
The South African National Cormnittee for World Refugee Year.
World Veterans Federation.

International Committee of the Red Cross.
League of Red Cross Societies.

Entraide socialiste.
International Confederation of Christian Trade Unions.
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions.
International Young Christian Workers.

International Federation of Women Lawyers.
World Federation of Catholic Young Women.
World Union of Catholic Women's Organizations.

Children's Relief International.
International Catholic Child Bureau.
International Catholic Girls' Society.
International Union for Child Welfare.
World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts.

Coordinating Secretariat cf National Unions of Students.
World Assembly of Youth.

Catholic International Union for Social Service.
International Catholic Association for Radio and Television.
International Catholic Film Office.
Pax Romana.
World Union of the Catholic Press.

International Commission of Jurists.
World Jewish Congress.
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Afghanistan

Argentina

Austria

Belgium

Bolivia

Brazil

Cameroun

Ceylon

Chile

China

Colombia

Costa Rica

Denmark

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

El Salvador

Ethiopia

Federation of Malaya

Finland

France

Germany (Federal Republic of)

Greece

Guatemala

Guinea

Haiti

Holy See

Iceland

Indonesia

Iran

Ireland

Isra.el

Italy

Jordan'

Korea (Republic of)

Laos

Lebanon

Liberia

Libya

Liechtenstein

Luxembourg

Monaco

Morocco

Netherlands

Netherlands New Guinea

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Norway

Pakistan

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

Philippines

Portugal

Saudi Arabia

Somalia

Sudan

Surinam

Sweden

Switzerland

Thailand

Togo

Tunisia

Turkey

United Arab Republic

United States of
America

Uruguay

Viet-Nam
(Republic of)

Yemen
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PROVISIONAL mBLE OF WRY CONTRIBUTIONS

by participating countries and territories
as known on 30 6eptember 1.960

(in uS$)

- 1.>-1

';'-.

Countries
Spec1aJ. f1J:lanciaJ. contributions for Wor1.d Refugee Year

or GoverrmwmtJ=./
National. Camn1ttee

and others. T 0 T A L S
Territories

cash K1nd cash K1Dd cash K1Dd '1btaJ.

3~,O2l. 1.5,125 1.,568,1.00 - 1.,9QIl. ,121. 1.5,125
7,~6,1.53 - 2ll,538 - 8,057,691. -

28,366 - 420 - 28,786 -- - 1.,281. - 1.,281. -
- - 655,01.8 - 655,01.8 -

2,800 - 27,51.0 - 30,310 -- - 980 - 980 -
55,000 - - - 55,000 -

699 - - - 699 -
1.0,000 - - - 1.0,000 -
2,092 - 262 - 2,354 -

572 - - - 572 -
600,000 1.,020,000 1.,834,931 - 2,434,931 1.,020,000

1.,000 - - - 1.,000 -
8,520 - - - 8,520 -

12,500 - 21.8,600 - 231,1.00 -
2,000 - 6,094 - 8,094 -- - - 120 - 120

1.0,000 - - - 1.0,000 -
376,429 - 796,293 - 1.,1.72,722 -

2,500 - - - 2,500 ..
5,000 - 66,467 1.9,639 71.,467 1.',639

1.,450,000 - - - 1.,450,000 -
30 - - - 30 -

1.,767,857 - 2,779,761. - 4,547,61.8 -
3,000 - 2,861. - 5,861. -
5,000 - 5,000 - 1.0,000 -
4,000 - -, - 4,000 -
- - 1.43,970 - 143,970 -- - 38,929 - 38,929 -

1.6,800 - 1.78,~ - 1.95,4~ -
5,000 - 2,222 - 7,222 -

805,1.52 - 65,81.8 - 870,970 -
5,000 - - - 5,000 -

1.12,01.3 - - - 1.12,01.3 -
3,000 - - - 3,000 -
3,000 - 50,000 - 53,000 -
- - 7,1.56 - 7,1.56 -

20,000 - - - 20,000 -
2,000 - - - 2,000 -- 80,000 - - - 80,000

1.83,1.57 - 1.,749,999 - 1.,933,1.56 -
1.96,023 - 705,685 319,238 901.,708 319,238
41.9,991. - 2,105,557 1.67,996 2,525,548 1.67,996

3,1.50 - - - 3,1.50 -- - 200 - 200 -
l~f~~........ ~

IlIII:J'
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PROVISIONAL TABLE OF WRY CON'mIBUTIONS (continued)

by participating countries and territories
as known on 30 september 1960

(in Usj)

___~_--------.....,.~......==....:._,........:...._..:i..______=__:.~~_:::..:._=_~~c~_~.._.__~>

l!fli
""'oF"

I\)HIII~'"

:--

Spec1aJ. 1'1.nanc1aJ. contributions for World Retugee Year

Country Gavemmen~/
1il.t101l8J. CaDnittee

and others
T 0 T A L S

or

1'lrritory cash K1Dd cash K1Dd cash K1Dd '!btal

PHILIPPIllES - - 28,221 137 28,221 137 28,358
PORroGAL - - 8,635 - 8,635 - 8,635
QATAR 84,010 - - - 84,010 - 84,010
RHODESIA AND NYASALAND - - 30,308 - 30,308 - 30,308
SIERRA .LEXlNE 700 - - - 700 - 700
SWEDEN 166,988 - 2,155,598 424,710 2,322,586 424,710 2,747,296
SWITZERLAliD 440,092 - 955,303 - 1,395,395 - 1,395,395
'lHAnAND - 6,250 - - - 6,250 6,250
WNISIA - 700,000 - - - 700,000 700,000
'lURKEY 15,000 - 41,670 - 56,670 - 56,670
tlCWlIlA 7,280 - 235 369 7,515 369 7,884
UNION OF SOU'm AFRICA 41,200 - - - 41,200 - 41,200
UNI'l'EJ) AllAB REPUBLIC - - - 465 ,000 - 465,000 465,000
UNITED KINGIlCM OF GREAT

BRI'DUN AND NOR'lHERN
IRELAND 1,120,134 - . 15,493,713 5,046,303 16,613,847 5,046,303 21,660,150

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 5,049,375 - 13,076,621 - 18,125,996 - 18,125,996
VIET-NAM (REPUBLIC OF) 5,000 - 60,000 - 65,000 - 65,000
YU10SLAVIA - 165,000 - 18,900 - 183,900 183,900

Total cash 21,233,604 45,073,640 66,307,244 -
Total kind 1,986,375 6,462,413 8,448,788

Grand total 23,219,979 51,536,053 74,756,032 74,756,032

~ Paid, pledged, or promised subject to parl1ameJIta.ry approval.
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REPOOEBS WI'DlIlJ MAlml'JE OF UlUICR REPU
Country

current UlUICR~B IUld other~B mABSPORT OF REPOOEES REPOOEES P!lCII ALGERIA MUD
or OPERATIORll !./ IB ronSIA AllD lGlOCCO

~rr1tory
CASII KJlU) CASIi KJlU) CASH KJlU) CASH

ADS'DlALIA 752,17' 67,2Q11. 15,125 22,40:1. 60,48
AUSnlIA 1,2~,769 -
BAlIREIB 210 28,576
BAlUlADOS
Bl!:WIOM 41"Qll.0 20,000
BI!lIMJDA
BOLIVIA 490
BRAZIL ~,ooo 25,001
BRITISII HOmJRAS 699

J lIRURBI (llORKEO)
BJllMA 1,177 1,lT
CAMBODIA 286 281
CAlIAl». 1,,00,878 8,000 126,601
ClM.Ol9 1,000
CIIILE 8,520
CIIIlIA 75,000
COLCI4BIA 2,000
COSTA RICA 120
CUBA 5,000 5,001
IlERMA1lK 728,101 ~,195 14,478
lI'EIlERATIOli OF MALAYA 1,000 1,5()(
FIBLAlUl 59,208 47 8,49' 19,6:'.1
PRA1ICE 1,450,000
QAMBIA .;

"GERMAlIY (n:DEIlAL REPUBLIC OF) 106,428 '75,~0 ~,761
GHA1IA 2,~ ',000 I

GREBCE 2,500 2,5()(
HOLY SEE 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,001
HOlIl KOlIl
IRAB 11,929 9,000 9,001
IRBLARD 117,484 50,000 28,00
ISRAEL 5,000 -ITALY 209,~
JAPAlI 2,500 .. 2,50l
KUWEIT 112,01'
LIBERIA 1,500 1,50l
LUDJIBOURG ',000
MALTA
MBlICO 20,000
MJRACO 2,000
WlROCCO 80,000
BE'DIEIlLA1mS 86',421 46,052 578,947 89,47~
KEW ZEALA1ID 276,5" 56,006 119,01~
lQlWAY 829,48' 167,996 69,998 1:'.1,997 69,~
PAKISTAlV li050 1,05C
PAlIAMA 100 ~Ol
PIIILIPPDIES 8,594 8,,5911
PORTOOAL'
QA~ 84,010
RHODESIA A1ID NYASALAlID
SIERRA LEOm:

f SllEIlE1'I 28,956 22,586
SWITZEI1LAlID 628,627 ~,866 410,955 115
mAlLAlID ',125
ronSIA 700,000
'IDllKEr

~ 00AlmA 6,m
tmIOli OF SCllJ'Dl APRICA 11,500 29,700 -
tmID:D ARAB llEPUBLIC 465,000
UIl'l!:D !CIRlDCII OF GRBAT BRI'rAIB

A1ID l'lOR'mERN IRELAllD 8,801,680 515,709 84,010 76o,~ 242,276 1,899,54t
tmI'mD STATES OF AMERICA 2,~1,000 7~,000 978,'75
VIET--NAM (REPUBLIC OP) 2,500 2,5OC
YOOOSLAVIA 18',900

20,6QII. ,746 72',192 1,196,599 15,125 ',57',476 1,690,815 2,766,l29

21,~,9~/ 1,211,724 5,2~ ,291:.1 7

!.I MiWIly throusb ICDI. :./ Of'vb
E! Of' vh1ah ~,058,875 cl1rectly to UlUICR.



WI'DDlI' ClIIlIESB RDmEES O'DIER REFOOEES UlW.LOCATm
or UBRVA Ilf IIOlIl KOIll

KIlfD CASII KIND CASII KIIID CASII KIlfD CASH KIlfD 'roTAL

224,014 4TI,666 3OO'lli l,904,.l2l. 15,125 1,919,2lI6
6,538,461- 288, 8,057,691 8,057,691

28,786 28,786
1,261 1,261 1,281

"221,978 655,018 655,018
30,310

490
30,310 30,310

980 980
55,000 55,000

699 699
10,000 10,000 10,000

2,354 2,354
572 572

1,020,000 46,000 749,88, 115,564 2,434,931 1,020,000 ',454,931
1,000 1,000
8,520 8,520

120,000 36,100
6,094

231,100 231,100
8,094 8,094

120 120

YT9,470
10,000 10,000

14,478 1,136,527 36,195 1,172,722
2,500 2,500

1,986 1,733 71,420 19,686 91,106
1,450,000 1,450,000

30 30
499,047 2,51',09' 748,979 4,547,618 4,547,618

5,861 5,861
5,000 10,000 10,000

4,000 4,000
131,697 12,27' 14',970 14,,970

9,000 ,38,929 38,929
195,484 195,484

2,222 7,222 7,222
661,630 870,970 870,970

5,000 5,000
'Jl.2,01' 112,01' ,

',000 ',000
50,000 5',000 5',000

2,016 2,699 2,441 7,156 7,156
20,000 20,000
2,000

80,000
I 2,000- 80,000

59,210 190,789 105,264 1,933,156 1,933,156
106,412 56,006 606,97' 61',97' 606,97' 1,220,$146
22',995 21.6,995 975,082 2,525,548 167,996 2,69',544

1,050 ',150 ',150
200 200

10,9YT 96 1YT 28,221 1YT 28,~8
8,635 8,635 8, 35

84,010 84,010
30,306 30,306 30,306

700 700 700
38,610 176,641 2,094,40' 386,100

69,125
2,322,586 424,710 2,747,296

49,7(11 1,395,395 1,395,395
',125 6,250 6,250

56,670 56,670
700,000 700,000

56,670
1,120 369 7,515 369 7,884

41,200 - 41,200
465,000 465,000

4,045,959 1,768,406 73,389 476,729 276,446 2,710,696 16,501,'72 5,158,779 21,660,151
1,000,000 - 1',(116,621 18,125,996 18,125,996

60,000 65,000 65,000
18',900 18',900

4,407,685 78,369 14,304,TI' 662,915 19,017,384 6(11,110 65,870,792 8,885,240

4,486,(114 14,967,68R 19,6e4,1l9'I- 74,.,,6,0y#J

>:~,7(11,(119 d1rectly to UIlIICR. ~I or vtI1ch $2,271,551 directly to UIIIlIlA.

!.f or which appZ'Clld.a'tel7 89 per oeD'l; 111.aaah,
11 per oeD'l; 111 1dDd.
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AKREX F

PROVISIORAL SUMMARY OF SPECIAL FIl'WlCIAL C01'ITRIBI11'I01ill FOR WORLD REFVGEE YEAR

Br PARrICIPATDIG CommuES A1Ul TERRITORIES

As known at ~ September i960
(in US $)

A - SOORCES OF CONrIUBl1l'IONS

GOVERNMEl'frS NATIONAL CQIQ'l'TEES TOTAL
A1Ul 01'IIERS

CASH KIM> CASH KIRD CASH KIND

2l,2~~,604 . 1,986,375 45,07~,640 6,462,41~ 66,m,244 8,448,788

2~,219,979 51,536,05~ 74, 756,0~2 !I EI

B - ALLOCATION OF THESE CONrRIBUTIOBS

·,~ "_ I

Ref'ugees within IIIllnds.te of UBHCR
Ref'llgees f'ran Ref'ugees.within Cb.inese re1'ugees other re1'ugees U'Dallocated Totals

CIIrre!1t UBHCR other pl"Glgl'IIIIIIIIes or Transportation AlBeria IIIllnds.te of UNRWA in Hong Kong
prqp:_s not yet lIeterm1ned operations

CASH, KIND CASH KIRD CASH KIM> CASH KIM> CASH KIM> CASH KIM> CASH KIM> CASH KIM> CASH KIM>

8,058,875 - 12,545,871 72~,192 1,196,599 15,125 ~,57~,476 1,690,815 2,766,129 5,107,694 4,407,685 78,~ 14,~04,77~ 662,915 19,0l7,~ 607,110 65,870,792 8,885,240

8,058,875 1~,269,06~ 1,211,724 5,264 ,291 7,87~,82~ 4,486,074 14,967,688 19,624,494 74,756,0~2

--.
!I Approximately 89'1> in cash, 11"; in kind.

EI' An add1tionaJ. $5 million is reported by "lCWRY as specially raised in connex1on with llRY by its member orgllZl1zations over and: above this totaJ,. ii~~
....... ~8;



t
\,.~

------ , ,
-- - - -- - - -

A/4546
EDgllBh
.Am1ex G
Pllge1

ANREX G

WOlW> REFUGEE YEAR COl'll'RIBl1l'IONS RECEIVED BY UNHCR UP TO 30 BEPrEMBER 1960

(in m dollars)

RefUgees from Algeria other
CONTRIBUl'OR UNHCR progremmes in Tunisia and ltklrocco ProgrIlllllleS TarAL

AUS'1'RAUA (Government 112,000 112,000
(Committee 579,645 56,000 635,645

BAHREIN Government 32,203 32,203
BRAZIL Government 30,000 30,000
BURMA Govemment 1,050 1,050
CAMBODIA Govemment 286 286
CANADA COIIJllIittee 625,000 625,000
CEYIDN Government 1,000 1,000
CHILE ClOV'ernment 8,520 8,520
CHINA Government 5,000 5,000
CUBA Government 5,000 5,000
DENMARK (Government 347,474 347,474

(Camrdttee 98,100 36,195 82,200 216,495
P'EIlI!:RMION OF MALAYA Government 1,000 1,000
GHANA Government 3,000 3,000
GREECE Government 2,500 2,500 5,000
HOI:! SEE 1,000 1,000 1,000 3,000
!RAW CCRIIIIIittee ll,929 9,000 9,000 29,929
IRELAND Camrdttee ll7,484 50,000 1lf7,484
ISRAEL Government 5,000 ' 5,000
ITALY Govermnent, 209,340 209,340
JAPAN Government 2,500 2,500
KUWEIT Government 112,000 112,000
LIllER1:A Govel'llllleIlt 1,500 1,500
MALTA ~Government 461 461

others 784 784
MEXICO Government 20,000 20,000
1«lKAC0 Government 2,041 2,041
tlE'l'HERLANOO (CCRIIIIIittee 361,191 50,149 4ll,340

~VPRO 578,945 578,945
1'lEW ZEALAND Govel'llllleIlt 28,000 28,000

Camrdttee 163,600 56,005 219,605
NORWAY COIIJllIittee 241,723 223,518 542,343 1,007,584
PAKISTAN Government 1,050 1,050
SWEIlEII (Government 28,997 28,997

~Swed1Bh Red Cross 9,665 9,665
SllITZERIAND Government 172,811 172,811

~CODmLttee 94,796 94,796
~ 20,621 20,621

THAILAND Government 3,125 3,125
UNION OF ScurH AFRICA Government ll,500 ll,500 23,000
UNITED IcrNGJ:lCM OF GREAT BRITAIN

AlfD NORl'IlERN IRELAND (Government 224,000 224,000
(COIIJllIittee 3,333,240 436,641 629,048 4,398,929
(otherS 104,146 1,700 105,846

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA Government 1,200,000 1,023,421 120,000 2,343,421
VIET-NAM ClOV'ermnent 2,500 2,500
YUl:lOOLAVIA Govermnent 165,000 165,000

COUNCIL OF EUROPE 10,220 10,220 20,440
FREE TRADE UNIONS (Brussels) 25,000 25,000 50,000
SOROPrIMIST EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION 3,917 3,917
SOROPrIMIST INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 15,985 15,985
UNITED NATIONS ~UAR1'ERS (STAFF) 2,522 2,522
WOMEl'/'S DlTERNATIONAL u:AGUE FOR PEACE 22,856 22,856

C7l'IlERS 10,636 8,656 280 19,572

TarAL 8,058,~5 2,7C1T,C1T9 1,791,28rf!:1 12,557,239

/ ...
• 1,

~ Break-down: SpecieJ. projects for refUgees within the mandate of the UNHCR, 647,038; to be determined, 304,260;
transport of refUgees through ICEM, 16,500; Chinese refUgees in HODg Kong, 293,949; other refUgees,
529,538.

-----------~---------,---------------..:.--------------
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.AKlIEX R

WORLD REFU<ZE YEAR CON1'RIBUrIOllS RECEIVED BY UNRWA

Up to 30 September 1960

(in US ~llars)

~~!" '--

New vocational Individual Courses in Rebabilltatioo
Not training grants llIId sewing and of handicapped.

Cootriblrtor specified centres 10eDs carpentry children Tal'AL

BURMA 1,050 - - - - 1,050
CAMBODIA 286 - - - - 286
CAHADA 1,ceo, 000 - - - - 1, ceo,000
CUBA 5,000 - - - - 5,000
FElERATI<lf OF MALAYA 1,500 - - - - 1,500
GAMBIA 30 - - - - 30
GREECE 2,500 - - - - 2,500
ROU:: BEE 1,000 - - - - 1,000
IRAN 9,000 - - - - 9,000
JAPAN 2,500 - - - - 2,500
LIBERIA 1,500 - - - - 1,500
lW.I.'HERLANOO~ - - - - 15,076 15,076
NEW ZEALAND 28,000 - - - - 28,000
• • (CORBO) - - - 30",892 - 30,892

PAKISTAN 1,050 - - - - 1,050
THAILAND 3,125 I - - - - 3,125
UNITED KIl«}DOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND

NORTHERN IRELAND - 140,000 84,000 - - 224,000
UNITED KImDOM OF~ BRITAIN AND

NORTIIERN IRELAND (NATIONAL COMMITTEE) - 655,200 259,000 - - 914,200
lllfITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND

NORTHERN IRELAND (OTHERS) 840 - - - - 840
VIET-1W! 2,500 - _. - - 2,500

Ul'IITED liATIbliS HEADQUARrERB STAFF 3,238 - - - - 3,238
UNITED NATIONS EUROPEAN OFFICE BT1iFF 467 - - - - 467
UNITED K«l'IOllS KOREAN RECONSTRtx:TION

AGENCY STAFF 305 - - - - 305
SUNDRY DONORS 3,792 - - - - 3,792

--- --- ---
Tal'AL 1,087,683 795,200 343,000 30,892 15,076 2,271,851

........ ifi~
1-'lJ::~8;
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ANNEX I

PROVISIONAL SUMMARY OF PROJECTS ADOPTED BY THE VOLUNTARY AGENCIES
AS A RESULT OF HORLD REFUGEE YEAR

1. Refugees under the Mandate of UNHCR

(a) Non-settled refugees in Europe. Eleven voluntary agencies report special

WRY projects for this group of refugees with a total value of $7,753,434. Most of

these projects are designed to assist the integration of refugees by such means as

housing grants, small loans, vocational training, placement in employJ;l1ent,

counselling or other services. Some cater for the needs of specific nationalities

or religious communities among the refugees, others for special categories of

refugees such as old people, emotionally disturbed youth, students or intellectuals.

One agency has an additional project, valued at $130,000, to bring similar

assistance to needy European refugees in the Middle East. Three agencies report

special projects, valued at $475,000, for assistance in resettlement overseas by

such means en visa procurement services, travel assistance and establishment grants

or loans.

(b) European refugees in China. One agency has a special programme for

the resettlement of these refugees, valued at $300,000.

(c) Refu~ees from Algeria in Tunisia and Morocco. The needs of this group

have for several years been the special concern of the League of Red Cross Societies

which has continued its important services throughout the Year at the same level

as its emerc;ency effort in 1958. The League is also the operational arm of the

Office of UNHCR in North Africa. The needs of this group are essentially of an

C emergency nature - food, clothing, blankets, shelter - and have ~et with a ready

response from a number of voluntary agencies. At least one of these agencies, which

is responsible for more than half of this total, will be continuing on a long-term
}~

basis what was initiated as a special ~ffiY effort.

(d) Chinese refugees in Hong Kong. Seven, agencies report projects valued

at just over one million dollars for this group. These cover a very wide range

of activities from the installation of noodle units to assistance with the adoption

in Great Britain of Chinese refugee orphans. In many cases, assistance will be

given to the establishment or the expansion of institutions such as schools,

hospitals, vocational training centres and day nurseries.
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2. Refugees in the care of UNRHA

As with the previous group, seven agencies have reported special WRY projects

to a value of a little over one million dollars. The emphasis is strongly on

vocational training and the provision of improved recreational facilities. One

agency, for example, is establishing a training centre where youth leaders

selected in refugee camps are to be instructed in the organization of recreational

activities. The voluntary agencies will continue to meet the clothin~ needs of

this group of refugees.

3. Other refugees

Though the national refugees in Austria, Germany, Italy and Greece are not

named as the sole beneficiaries of any voluntary agency programme, they are to

share in the benefits of several of the projects for non-settled refugees in

Europe. Two agencies announce projects for aid to refugees in Israel, one of

them aiming at c+osing the transit camps where some refugee immigrants to Israel

are still housed. Two agencies announce projects of a total value of $1,715,383,
designed to assist the Pakistan Government in its refugee resettlement programme,

for example, by proViding schools and community centres in the new satellite

towns and by promoting development in rural areas. One agency announced a project

valued at 062;770 for the Chinese refugees in Macao to inc~ude the provision of

milk distribution centres, a day nursery and a noodle unit. An important project,

valued at ~1,489,417, is to assist in completing the resettlement of refugees in

Viet-Nam and 'fill encourage ~evelopment of virgin land as well as providing

, medical services and housing. Still other groups of refugees which have not been

the subject of "(IRY literature issued by the United Nations Secretariat are to

receive help from voluntary agency sources. Among them are the Tibetan refugees

in India and Nepal for whom three agencies announce special projects; refugees in

Korea to whose needs one agency is to devote $328,000; refugee students from

Algeria in Europe for whom one agency has already spent $70,000; and special

categories of refugees in the Middle East to whose resettlement one agency proposes

to devote $100,000. Refugees from North Africa require vocational training and

, other forrns of assistance to enable them to resettle overseas, and these needs

have inspired special WRY projects by two agencies.


