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• • LEOPOLDVILLE OUTGOING CLEAR MOST I IE.DIATt 
16 DECEMBER 1960 

5 QONR BUKAVU 

BU-23 IRONSI and MILLER from DAYAL, KETTANI 

In view of your latest reports, imperative that you avoid clash 

of arms. Safety of Austrians and your own personnel must remain of 

primary consideration in view of comparative strengths. Arrangements 

complete to send C-54 to Kindu early tomorrow to ferry extra troops 

to Goma. We have also arranged to send Mobutu's Major liaison officer 

with two ANC sargeants and our liaison officer direct to Bukavu early 

tomorrow ETA follows. You must re-establish contact with the Minister 

of Justice or any other Congolese authority and ANC irrespective of 

their political loyalties with a view to negotiate firstly the correct 

and humane treatment for the Austrians in prison and secondly for their 

release. A ONUC representative accompanying Mobutu's liaison team is 

authorised to discuss the future of the Austrian hospital with the 

Congolese authorities. You should impress on the Congolese that the 

Austrians are non-combatants and medical personnel only and therefore 

completely harmless. By establishing this hospital at Bukavu, ONUC had 

hoped to provide additional medical facilities to the people of Bukavu 

as well. It is extremely essential that contact with the Congolese 

authorities must be maintained throughout and you should avoid ultimatums 

and position where door is closed on negotiation. This telegram goes 

with full concurrence of General Foster. 
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• • OUTGOING CLEAR MOST I ·1EDIATE 

Leopoldville 
15 December 1960 

Bde ALBERTllLLE W 0 · A V - ~ 
Info QONR BUKAVU -- NO - (;, \) - "'l- ").... 

For Ward from Rikhye . 

Just heard the regrettable news of arrest of Austrian 

Hospital team at Bl)kavu and their removal to local prison. You 

must arrange immediate release and use all means to effect it 

keeping the safety of the Austrian personnel in mind . 
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