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LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES ¢ i dde
WorLD FEDERATION OF NATIONAL RED Cross, RED CRESCENT
AND RED LION AND SUN SOCIETIES
Telegraph : LICROSS - GENEVA Petit-Saconnex

Telephone : 34 55 80 GENEVA
Telex : 22555 20th January 1961. SWITZERLAND

Dr. S. Linnér, &

Chief Civilian Operations,
UNOC,

Leopoldville.

Dear Sture,

I am writing this in English, first from obvious secretarial reasons,
secondly to enable you to transfer one or two of the following points to your
collaborators without translation.

1) As you know, my 'plane was about 13 hours late and I arrived Monday
night in Geneva. On Tuesday I took up the question of needs for cash for
immediate buying, in Congo or neighbouring countries, with the British Red
Cross. After having got the green light, we telexed to Leopoldville and I
hope Mr. Grun got the message in good time to be able to make the necessary
purchases.

2) More money is coming in and I hope to have a man down in a couple

of days in Leopoldville to be our Liaison Agent for this special action. He
will bring the money and also be authorised to discuss the technical modalities ,
for their handling with your representatives. As I pointed out to John Grun
and Fred Tooby, it is not only a general principle adopted by the Red Cross
that money must be handled through our sources, but it was also the express
wish of the donors, including those from the British Red Cross, that this
process must be followed. It seems that the British Red Cross thinks that
they have many more members and can get much more money from the Daily
Telegraph people, who have been critical of the UN in general, than from the
Daily Mirror people, who are enthusiastic about the operation!

Be this as it may, we want to work out a practical system and I think
this could be done by giving authority to our man for this action to act as
quickly as possible after having had the needs presented by your people.

He will be authorised to tell your representatives to proceed to buy stuff
locally and will then arrange for the book-keeping and payments without
consulting Geneva. Our representative will discuss the technical questions
with your people. The procedures required for administration and fiscal
accountability are a minimum for Red Cross participation. I can assure you
that we are pretty far out on the limb in this matter, at the same time as
we try to safeguard your possibility of acting immediately without too
bureaucratic an apparatus.
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3) As a result of my visit, a cable to all Red Cross Societies was
sent out, followed by a letter explaining the situation in more detail.

I enclose copies of these communications. You will see that we are not
starting our own campaign. You will also see that we want you to handle
the supplies and that we also leave the choice open to those Red Cross
Societies who so want to send money directly to you. This is a break
with our usual principles but you will see by that how far we are willing
to go te show you that we are not regarding this as a Red Cross but as a
UN action.

The thing that worries me here is not that you and your team have
too much authority, but that you have too little. We have met the strange
situation that the FAO is trying to explain tc people that they run the
action, and we have also found out that New York goes into details, using
methods of work which should be looked upon as ridiculous if the situation
were not so serious. For instance, Sir Alexander MacFarquer is using as
a sort of transportation agent the UN Information Officer in Copenhagen!
The poor representative of this outfit, a journalist, has been trying to
tell Scandinavian Red Cross Societies about shipping, a subject where he
was obviously less informed than they. The Societies will surely make
their own arrangements and I would strongly advocate that you recommend
to your Headquarters that New York should not involve itself in operational
questions in this way - it confirms the impression of confusion.

4) We are trying our best to keep the Red Cross Societies in line, as
you are trying to keep other organisations in line. Some initial
diffieulties will arise, partly for reasons which are outside our control.
The Swedish Red Cross, for instance, tried to get information on shipping
possibilities, needs, etc., both from New York Headquarters and Rome. After
having asked for urgent information on needs of food, prices, etc., from
the FAO Headquarters, they got an answer after four days that they shouldn't
bother about these details but just send money to the FAO. This is in
obvious contrast to the mandates given to the FAO and was a reason why the
Swedes sent down a man, not to mingle into operations, but to follow their
shipments and get information. They have now got information through me,
but want some details confirmed through their delegate Mr. Streyffert on
the medicaments they recently sent. I have been told from Sweden that the
medicaments sent were based on a list from the WHO. I think it is
essential that these medicaments and those sent earlier by 'plane from the
Danish Red Cross, the fate of which no-body knew, should be checked. X
think it would be a danger if it were put in the Central Pharmacy. It
will be very interesting to know how your own people's survey of medical
needs will look. As you see from our documents we have not, basing
ourselves on that earlier experience, asked for any medicaments but
concentrated on cash and food.

We are trying to see if Mr. Streyffert could be put into the
operation as one of the League's men. The Swedish Red Cross has given
permission to include him in the Red Cross operation if needed. You
might also have a 24 hour visit from Lady Limerick, who is a very nice
person; this will not mean any interference with operations.

5) I had yesterday a strange experience in the UN Headquarters in
during meetings with the Conference of World Refugee Year Committees.

They brought up the question of the Balubas and there was a great

interest to go into this from several voluntary organisations. I hope

I have been able to keep this thing back, but it should also be made clear
that the High Commissioner for Refugees might give you money but should not
enter into this operation. The Balubas are not, as far as I can see,
refugees within the mandate of the High Commissioner. 1 stressed forcefully
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during the meeting that this is a UN operation and I gave indications
where money and supplies could be sent. This was not known so far

to the High Commissioner's office, and I think it would be useful if UN
Headquarters told the specialized agencies and its organs, like the High
Commissioner, how the thing is organised. I had quite a fight with the
representative of the Catholic organisations, who said that there would
surely be political difficulties with the UN working on a humanitarian
action in the Congo and that it was better that the Red Cross took over.
It was a strange sight to see the Red Cross representative (myself) fight
against this proposition and a representative of another voluntary
organisation fighting for it. One of the explanations of the attitude
of the Catholic representative was that he was of Belgian nationality.

It will be interesting to see if he tries to raise the question again during
the Plenary Session.

The UN people who had to do with this meeting, namely the High
Commissioner?s office, ought to have been briefed through New York on this
question to be able to avoid trouble and get more help. It was really
more of a coincidence that I tried to fill this role.

6) We will keep you informed through our people on the development of
our economic possibilities and of further transports and the personnel
recruitment, The situation in this latter field is at present the following:
We have been informed that approximately 300 tons of stockfish will come to
you from the three Scandinavian countries through their Red Cross Societies.
We have no indication of the amount of funds that may be transferred directly
to your special fund since it is too early to tell the reaction of National
Societies to my telegram and letter. We have advices from relatively few
National Societies that spontaneous cash contributions have been received

for handling through Red Cross channels amounting to 250,000 dollars. This
also includes the amount of $87,500 of British Red Cross money for the
purchase of staple foods locally, on which I sent you a telex immediately
after my return to Geneva. I cannot predict the amount of funds that might
be reaching us but believe the sum already in hand is just a beginning.

On personnel, we hope to provide John Thelen as our liaison officer
with ONUC on food purchases, etc., and three additional personnel for field
operations. Thelen is a good man with much experience in relief operations
particularly on the supply and transport side. He has served with the
American Red Cross in years gone by and has been on League and UN operations
of various kinds including the UNRRR and UNRWA, the Balkan Commission, Greek
relief and more recently with USOM in Vietnam and Laos. He should arrive
in Leopeldville at 22.00 hrs. on Sunday's Sabena flight from Brussels. We
are giving him financial authority to expend Red Cross funds and the procedures
to be followed for accountability purposes. We expect also that Mr.
Streyffert will soon be officially transferred to the League staff in the Congo
and that we will be able to send another qualified Swiss expert in relief to
team up with Mr. Walther, the League man already in the Bakwanga area.

7) Owing to the many misconceptions about the action, I think that it

is very essential that the brochure we talked about should be prepared as
early as possible. I repeat that I will, with great pleasure, assist in
seeing that our part will be correct and I will also give my advice, if needed,
on the contents as looked at from the Buropean point of view.

8) I am quite sure that you will be the victim of much pressure from
outside organisations wanting to come in and operate. I hope that our
statements, where we clearly underlined the UN's operating role, will be
useful.
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9) Almost immediately after my return, we had reports on the panicky
attitude of the International Committee of the Red Cross towards the
continued work of the medical teams in some parts of Congo. I believe

Dr. Candau, of the WHO, has tried to tell the Committee about his attitude
to these things and I have myself told them that we do not agree that the
mere lack of communications from Leopoldville to other districts is a reason
to call back teams to Leopoldville and thereby stop a desperately needed
medical activity in hospitals where the security problems mav not be more
than normally difficult. I trust vou will see that the WHO delegation in
the Congo sees too, from their point of view, that the Committee will not
take unilateral actions which will endanger not onlv the recruitment for
further work from the Red Cross Societies, but also the medical action as
such. One aid from your side is important to avoid unnecessary panic and
misunderstanding, that is to see that the UN transport and communications
system will be put to the service of the action in such a way that
information and clarification will come through as quickly as possible when
a team has not been heard of for a time and questions are asked, and also to
make it possible for Red Cross delegates to visit the teams.

10) One thing which bothers many people is the lack of adequate air
transportation. We have {o0ld people that you are now planning for a long
term programme where surface transport should be used, but the reports of
urgent need for foods now, especially of proteins (dried fish), wishing

air transport available from UN, means that the public in some countries,
notably Denmark but also Norway and Sweden, ask if it is really an emergencrv.
When thev are told that that is the case, thev ask why can't the UN ask for
an air 1ift with a bigger capacity than Pisa's. It has been made known
that the American Government is willing to release the most efficient
transport planes on request from the United Nations. Public Relations-wise
it is bad that people all over Europe are using the emergency as a good

fund raising argument and then have to tell people that everything can go

by surface transport. You have ZO play it one wav or the other.

Yours sincerelys;

; ? \ r
Henrik Beer
Secretary General

b

Enc. Letter and telegram.
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LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES

WORLD FEDERATION. OF NATIONAL RED CRrOSS, RED CRESCENT
AND RED LION AND SUN SOCIETIES

Telegraph : LICROSS - GENEVA

Petit-
Telephone : 34 5580 St Snconnex

GENEVA

Telex : 22555 SWITZERLAND
18th January 1961
FAMINE RELIEF TO SOUTH KASAI, CONGO
. It is well known to the National Societies that the

League is active in helping the Congolese population by the medical
action in collaboration with the ICRC and the WHO. It has also
been reported that the League is assisting the Congolese Red Cross
in establishing its central organization and local committeesand
in carrying out an extensive milk distribution project, started in
August, for needy Congolese children and mothers.

During the last month of 1960, it was reported that a
famine situation had developed in the southern part of Kasai Pro-
vince among members of the Baluba tribe. Action was taken by the
United Nations Congo Commission (UNOC) to start relief measures for
the so-called Baluba refugees. In order to get supplies for this
action, an appeal was launched at the end of December by the Chief
of UN Civil Affairs in the Congo.

As a result of this appeal and the ensuing publiecity, a
great interest was shown in different parts of the world to come
to the aid of the starving population in South Kasai.

The League gave those Red Cross Societies, which made
inquiries, such information as was available on the operation
of the relief action by the UN. During the last two weeks,
several Societies reported to the League a growing interest in
their countries to help the needy Balubas and they requested
information and guidance how to use money already collected for
this purpose, what supplies to procure and where to send them.
The League was also asked to give Societies information on the
organisation of the UN relief action in the Congo.




Following these demands, the Secretary General of the
League left for Leopoldville on the 12th January and returned on
the 16th. He had the opportunity to discuss the present situation
with Ambassador Dayal, representative of the UN Secretary General
in the Congo, with the Heads of the civilian and military opcrations,
Mr. Linner and Gen. MacKeown, with the Chief of the specially
established relief operation for the refugees, Mr. John Grun, and
his collaborators, with different technical experts who had just
made surveys in South Kasai and with the League representatives in
the Congo, one of whom, Mr. Walther, has been active in the famine
districts as an adviser to the Congolese Red Cross on milk distri-
bution.

The following information has been collected from these
different sources. It must be remembered, however, that the con-
fused conditions on the scene of action and the rapidly changing
situation may make some of the figures and facts obsolete after a
short time.

L General Situation

Owing to unrest between tribes an area in South Kasai
Province received an influx of refugees during 1959 and 1960 in
several waves. The first wave, about a year ago, consisted of
approximately 100,000 refugees who had some possibilities to bring
food and seed with them, With the outbreak of internal conflicts
the big wave in July 1960 of about 150,000 were not so lucky.
The total number of refugees is estimated at about 300,000 and more
are said to be coming. This does not mean, however, that all these
refugees need special assistance. Many of them are, however, in an
extremely bad state, mortality is very high and there are thousands
of cases of Kwashiorkor, a grave disease caused by lack of proteins.
The absolute minimum of people needing full scale relief is esti-
mated at about 150,000, but it may well be that the final number
will go up to 300,000.

Authority in the area is exercised by the local Government
of Mr. Albert Kalonji.

2 Organisation of Relief

Under the Chief of Civil Affairs a special administration
has been set up, directed by Mr. John Grun as Chief Relief Co-
ordinator for the UN, assisted by a small staff in the UN Head-
quarters in Leopoldville and field operations personnel. The
Assistant Co-ordinator is Mr. Fred Tooby. Distribution Co-
ordinator in the field is Mr. X. Caballero. In the field, the
UN co-ordinators are assisted by the local officials and other
local personnel, and among these the Red Cross groups figure pro-
minently.
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At the side of this organisation there has been established
a Consultative Committee presided by Mr. Grun, composed of represen-
tatives from FAO, WHO, UNICEF, ILO, and the International Committee
of the Red Cross. The League has been invited to serve on this
Committee.

The UN Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) has been
charged by the UN Secretary General to try to get the necessary food
supplies from Governments and other sources. Gifts of food in bulk
from Governments will be channelled through the FAO but gifts of
money will go to a speccial Trust Fund for the purpose, established
in Leopoldville. The FAO will be used as a purchasing agent for the
action, except for supplies which can be bought in the Congo or from
neighbouring countries. This buying will be done from Leopoldville.
The use of the regular air 1ift organised by the UN from Pisa Italy
to the Congo will be directed from Leopoldville. Some gquestions on
general policy and transportation cre referred to the UN Headquarters
in New York.

2 Present Position of the Action

The bottle-neck for the operation has so far been trans-
portation. The present distribution (January 15th), which is based
on air 1lift, covers 35 - 40 tons per day. This will be augmented
in the coming days, it is hoped, to around 70 tons per day, which
will give 150,000 people a minimum ration of 1,500 calories a day.
During the coming weeks bottle-necks will be caused by the lack of
food and transportation to Congo. Emergency action is being taken
in these fields; a special action is presently underwzay to bring
seceds to South Kasai (in order to get a harvest in a period of about
6 months, it is necessary to plant before the first weck of February).

4. Transport and Storing

It is foreseen that air transport will be necessary both
to Congo and inside Congo, for some portion of the gquantities needed
for at least 2 month ahead. It is hoped that it will be possible to
arrange, without much delay, as a basic means of transport, surface
transportation by ship to Matadi, by rail to Leopoldville, by river
to Port Frangui and from there by rail to Luluabourg where the cen-
tral stores will be established. From Luluabourg transportation by
trucks will be arranged and two secondary storing bases will be
established, one at Bakwanga and one in the lake area. Trucks have
now been put at disposal in a satisfactory number.

84 Local Distribution

The system of local distribution, which is by no means yet
perfected, is using trucks and other vehicles to the villages.
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Main agents for this distribution are local Congolese authorities and
other personnel, including Red Cross groups. Owing to the lack of
supplies, distribution has not so far been as systematic as could be
wished. One aims at weekly food distribution per family. Distri-
bution must be organised at many places. The refugees have no

other means to reach the distribution places than by foot.

6. Size of Action

The FAO estimates the needs for 6 months for 300,000 people
are 10,000 tons of rice, 10,000 tons of maize, 3,300 tons dried fish
and 1,200 tons palm oil. There has been an immediate need of supplies
for the coming weeks which has partly been filled by local purchases
of different items and to this a great contribution has been given by
the British Red Cross. On the long range, it should be noted that
palm oil can be purchased locally and that rice and maize will pro-
bably be put at disposal by Governments from surplus stocks. The
main need will therefore be for dried fish which has special impor-
tance as being the basic source of proteins.

T Medical Problems

To help the WHO doctors at present working with the
Kwashiorkor cases and the general health problems, the UN has put in
a medical team of about 50 people of whom five doctors are of Aus-
trian and Indian nationality. These are going to establish
reserve hospitals and supervise feeding of the worst cases. It is
now reported that medical experts are afraid of a future accumula-
tion of cases of gastroenteritis. Preparations to fight this are
underway and also vaccination programmes. If special medicaments
will be needed for this programme, it will be reported later, the
present action concerns only food.

8. Possibilities for the League and National Societies to Help

On request of the National Societies and basing its deci-
sions on the above-mentioned information, the League will act in
the following way:- !

(a) Help the Congolese Red Cross with special consul-
tants, both in the Bakwanga area and in other
parts of the Congo, to ensure proper execution
of the milk programme and in giving other aid to
the UN distribution of food in South Kasai.
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(b) Administering funds of N-tional Societies, which
want to transfer money to the League, in support
of the UN general feeding operation. This
money will be transferred to the League Liaison
and Supply Officer in the Congo and used for
purchases locally or nearby in collaboration
with the UN commission in Leopoldville. This
League representative will be able to account
to the Societies how their cash gifts have been
applied and will retain responsibility for ex-
penditure of Red Cross funds.

(e) In so far as possible, bulk supplies sent by
Societies to the UN will be checked by the
League representatives in the area during their
processing through the UN pipeline to the points
of final distribution.

Sincerely yours,

g 8 }M.f«_._\

Henrik Beer
Secretary General

P.35/bmj/18.1.61,
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AUSTRIAN MEDICAL UNIT

LEOPOLDVILLE, CONGO

Leos, I16.I1.1I961

FOR THE COMMITTMENT
AUSTRIAN MEDICAL UNIT (PERSONNEL)

After the study end etigimste of the situation in the Bakwange-area,
based on the medical appreciciation by Col. Kapoor and the on the
gpot-impressions of the Austrian reconnaissance m rty the Command
of the Austrian unit has decided to commit the unit as follows:

There will be a 3 Phase commitment of personnel and egquipment.
The Ist phase (advance-party) will start on tuesdsy, I7.I.I96I.
The 2nd and the 3rd Phases will be on e¢all by the C.0.

Io) Phase I :

Col (MC
Maj (MC
Maj (M®
Maj (MC
Maj (MC

Ist sgt
gt

Cpl

2. )Phase 2 :

Capt (MC)
2nd Lt

Staff Sgt
Ist Sgt

Sgt

PERVULESKO
ZANNETTI
NUSSBAUMER
SCHIEFER
RKALITZ

WOETZLUAAYR
SCHNE IDER
WAMPULA
GUTTERA
KULMER
SCHREDL

WEBERNDORFER
SCHOENDORFER

SCHEINOST
PISTERNA

WALLNER
KOHLPRATH

WEINBERGER
MEIER

VIRGOLINI
HILPOLD

Ce0e
Internist
Surgeon
Dentist
Anagestesist

Med helper

Med helper (X-ray)

Clerk

Surgeons aid

Desinfektor

Fotografer (C.O.s personal

aid)
Cook
Cook
Medical aid (typist)
Driver

Internist
Supply Off.

Med helper
Surgeons aid
Dentists aid
Supply N.C.O0.
Cook



Sgt REYER Max Med aid
" WALCHER Med aid
. FEIEL Med helper
» TRAUTM ANN Med helper
- HOELsL Driver
3,) Phase % :

Personnel of similar strength will be composed ascfording to the
requirements decided by the advance-party or the C.0. on the spot.

4,) To schieve max benefit in the field of liaison and
commmanication wag decided:
a;) Cept (RA) HAUPTM ANNL Liaison Officer with H.Qe

ONUC Leopoldville

In addition he will work as Information and Press Off.,
keep contact with Vienna and will be in command of the unit-

rest.
Ist sgt SCHAID will remain attached to the Post-Office
at the H.Q.
b.) Ist Lt (RA) 4UEL.ER Liaison Off; at Brigade

=HeGs Luluabourg
He will move with the personnel of Phase 2. '
6.) The commanding Off. and Sgt SCHEEDL have non-stationary-ststus.

6. ) Maj (MC) CAITHAML Surgeon
2nd Lt PIEBER Med asst

as w€ll as the personnel not called off in phase 5 will
be at the disposal of the Medical Section of ONUC H.Q.

The commanding Off. L/

( Dr. PERVULESKO, Col MC)
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LIGUE DES SOCIETES DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

FEDERATION MONDIALE DES SOCIETES NATIONALES DE LA CROIX-ROUGE,
DU CROISSANT-ROUGE ET DU LION ET SOLEIL ROUGES

DELEGATION POUR LEOPOLDVILLE
LE CONGO 32, AV. VALCKE
TELEPHONE 5046

12,1.1961, \
o
Mr. J. Grun
Royal
Dear Mr. Grun,
please answer the following questions which we have received from
Genevas
/
1. List of food supplies needed forf Bakwanga needy order of
priority and amounts each itepl required nex sixty days.
2. What is numer conservatively estimated to be in need south ‘
Kasai area among Balubas?
&% 3. How many of these are ghildren? ‘

4, How many children apd others are being reached by congocross
supplementary feeddng action?

5. Would you still/need trucks and how many?

-

M {BJJ ﬂW
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LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIS CMA ASKED ME TO INFORM YOU HE WILL
‘ ARRIVE LEOPOLDVILLE TOMORROW MORNING JANUARY THIRTEENTH AT ©6.80
‘ . HOURS ON SABENA FLIGHT SN 525 CMA FOR DISCUSSIONS ON FOOD RELIEF
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COPY CABLE Sent: 5 January 1961

SWEDCROSS
STOCKHOLM

=

YOUR TELEGRAM RE REFUGES FILM STOP REGRET NO FILM
AVATLABLE HERE AT ALL STOP ONLY AGENCY SUCCESSFUL IN
MAKING FILM IS IN ENGLAND STOP SUGGEST YOU CABLE

VISNEWS LONDCN ATTENTION TONY WHITE STOP AND END

LINNER

Mrr. Norredam of the International Red Cross advises
that Swedcross do not want the Visnews film and want
us to make one on their account. Fletcher is said to
have agreed and is "working on it".

7 Jznuary 1961
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LIGUE DES SOCIETES DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

FEDERATION MONDIALE DES SOCIETES NATIONALES DE LA CROIX-ROUGE,
pu CROISSANT-ROUGE ET DU LION ET SOLEIL ROUGES

DELEGATION POUR LEOPOLDVILLE
LE CONGO 32, AV. VALCKE

TELEPHONE 5046

“ Tos Dr. Sture Linner ‘(—L

Froms Je« Norredam
’!:. Dates Janmuary 3rd, 1961

I have received the following message from the League in Geneva:

" Swedeross Considering assisting ITS Government provide relief for
Kasai refugees stop requests you contact ONUC for Information primo
kinds and quantity foods needed secundo medicaments most urgently
needed in kind and quantity tertio brief description organisation

‘ established for handling such gifts quarto how should shipments

| be consigned to obtain customs exemption stop please contact Linner
and telex requested information soonest"

.\ I would appreciate to get the requested information as soon as possible
so that I can wire Geneva.
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UNATIONS LEOPOLDVILLE
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’ FOR DR BELLERIVE PLEASE TRANSMIT LEAGUE DELEGATE NORREDAM QUOTE
SWEDCROSS CONSIDERING ASSISTING ITS WOVERNMENT PROVIDE RELIEF
o s FOR KASAI REFUGEES STOP REQUESTS YOU CONTACT ONUC FOR INFOIMATION
PRIMO KINDS AND QUANTITY FOODS NEEDED SECUNDO MEDICAMENTS MOST
URGENTLY NEEDED IN KING AND QUANTITY TERTIO BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DISTRIBUTION
\
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ORGANISATION ESTABLISHED FOR HANDLING SUCH GIFTS QUARTO HOW

SHOULD SHIPMENTS BE CONSIGNED TO OBTAIN CUSTOMS EXEMPTION STOP

PLEASE CONTACT LINNER AND TELEX REQUESTED INFOSMATION SOONEST
‘ STOP AUSTROREDCROSS VIENNA SENDS DR VOGEL AND DR NEUBAUER BEST
‘l' NEWYEARS GREETINGS
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22,12.60
BOIZ FOR RECORD

On lionday, 19 December 1960, Mr. Horredam of the
Red Cross Isague telephonsd my office and left a message
to say that he wanted to see me in connection with a
donation that the Czechoslovakian Red Cross was intending
to give to the refugees. Thia domation consists of the
followings
800 bags of rice
240 baga of magar
313 cases of condensed milk
63 cases of miscellancous medical supplies
5 cases of textiles
Out of these, the Czechoslovukian Red Crose wanted
us to airlift some 3.0 tons to Bamningville.
I saw Mr. Norredam and three members of the Czech
Red Cross on Tuesday, 20 December, at 15.00 hours. I was
then informed that the Red Cross had recedved specific
instructions from their Government to hand over the
entire donation to the FProvincial Government of Leopoldville,
and they therefore regretied that they were unable to do
as wos originally intended. I pointed out the acute
situation of the refugees in South Easai and begged
them t0 reconsider thelr decision and let us have the
entire donation for distribution among the Balubas.
M. Norredam promised to let me )mow Af there was any
change, but as at 22 December I have heard nothing farther
on this subject.
Upon checking my own records I discovered that these
miscellaneous mipprlics were identical with those offered
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by Mr. Corbusier, the Commercial Director of OTRACO,
sarly in October 1960, At that time we had requested
New York*s smthority to accept this domation, but after
an exchange of cables between Leopoldville and New York
| no decision has yet beean taken. The last cable received
| from New York is Noe4324 of 19 December. In this cable
_ ' Ir. HocFarquher mentions that all information was
| passed to the Czech Mission on 14 December for any
¥ 5 action they wished to take.



