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PBS Musical Documentary Premiere
Dag Hammarskjold Library Auditorium
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DPI is helping the UN Foundation to organize a premiere event on
29 March 2006 for the "Roll Back Malaria" documentary which will be aired
on PBS on April 6. The musical documentary is based on a 2005 concert -
Africa Live - held in Dakar, Senegal, to raise awareness about malaria.

The producers of the concert and documentary asked whether you could
open the event. If your schedule allows, no more than 15 minutes would be
needed for you to say a few words to introduce the documentary at 6:00 p.m. in
the Dag Hammarskjold Library Auditorium.

The documentary features performances of prominent West African
musicians. A longer version of the same documentary was broadcast by the
BBC. The UN Foundation was one of the sponsors of the concert and the
Foundation together with the Japanese Mission to the UN will underwrite the
event at the DHL Auditorium.

The purpose of the 29 March event is to help alert television critics, as
well as other media and opinion-makers, to the upcoming PBS broadcast, which
should help raise awareness in the US of the vital need for support for the fight
against malaria. The UN Foundation's guest list will include some senior
private sector representatives, in the hope their presence might induce them to
also make contributions to funding malaria prevention.

There will be a roundtable discussion on malaria following the screening
and the evening will end with a cocktail reception. Proposed panellists include
Jeffrey Sachs, musicians Youssou Ndour and Angelique Kidjo, Dr. Marie Awa
Coil-Seek of the Roll Back Malaria Partnership, Kathy Bushkin (UN Foundation),
a senior PBS executive, and Mick Csaky (originator of the Africa Live concert
and director of the film).

If your schedule permits, your presence could, I believe, make a
significant contribution to raising the profile of this worthwhile cause, and
thereby increasing the prospect of the documentary generating much-needed
funds.
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