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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

CA BINET DU SECRETA IRE GENERAL 

2 October 2012 

Excellency, 

On behalf of the Secretary-General, I would like to thank you for 
your letter of20 January 2012, inviting him to be a featured participant at the 
2012 World Food Prize events, to be held in Des Moines from 
17 to 19 October 2012_ 

The Secretary-General appreciates your kind invitation. Although the 
many demands on his schedule will not allow him to attend all the events of the 
World Food Prize, I am pleased to inform you that the Secretary-General will 
attend the Laureate A ward Ceremony and Dinner on the evening of 
18 October 2012. 

I understand the trip coordinator has been in touch with your office to 
discuss the relevant arrangements for his participation in this event. We are 
grateful for your cooperation and support in this regard. He looks forward to 
seeing you and other distinguished participants on this special occasion. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of 

His Excellency 
Mr. Kenneth M. Quinn 
President 
The World Food Prize 
Des Moines 



Response to Invitation to the Secretary-General: The 2012 World Food Prize 
Events - Laureate Award Ceremony and Dinner, Des Moines, 18 October 
2012 
Jackilyn Punsal to: mwalsh, mhusain 03/10/2012 11 :26 AM 
Cc: Alexandra Barahona Posada, Mary Sack, Kaori Minami 

Dear Ms. Walsh and Ms. Husain, 

Please convey the attached scan of formal communication from the Executive Office of the 
Secretary-General to H. E. Mr. Kenneth M. Quinn, in regard to the above-mentioned subject. 

Response to invitation_ World Food Prize.pdf 

The original has been sent via mail. 

Thank You. 

Sincerely, 
Ms. Jackilyn Punsal 
Scheduling Office of the Secretary-General 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General 
United Nations 
Room NL-3015AA 
Tel: 212-963-7428 
e-mail : punsal@un.org 
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H. E. Ban Ki-moon 
United Nations 
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First A venue at 46th Street 
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Your Excellency: 

1700 Ruan Cente r 
666 Gran d Avenue 

D es Moines, Iowa 50309 USA 
Tel: 515-245 -3783 
Fa x: 515·245-3785 
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It is my great privilege to extend to you thi s invitation for you to be a featured participant at the 20 12 
World Food Prize events taking place October 17- I 9 in Des Moines, Iowa. Last year, we were 
honored to have our mutual friend Princess Haya Bint AI Hussein, UN Messenger of Peace, deliver 
remarks on your behalf, and this year we would be immensely privileged to have you deliver a / 
keynote address as the highlight of our symposium. 

The Worl d Food Prize was created in 1986 by Nobel Laureate and " Father of the Green Revolut ion" 
Dr. Norman E. Borlaug to serve as the world's most prestigious award for improving food security, 
enhancing agriculture and nuu·ition, and reducing hunger and poverty globa lly. This $250,000 prize 
is formally awarded each year on or around World Food Day --October 16 - in conjunction with the 
world-renowned Norman E. Borlaug International Symposium, or the ''Borlaug Dialogue ." This 
gather ing has come to be known as the single most impo11ant event on global agriculture anywhere 
in the world, with over I ,000 participants from over 65 countries. 

This year's Borlaug Dialogue will focus attention on the role of partnerships in confronting some of 
the most pressing issues in the fight against hunger and poverty - water, nutrition and environment. 
In this regard, the symposium will include a special emphasis on the innovative private-public 
partnerships underway throughout the world that are uniquely positioned to make an impact and 
ach ieve results . 

Under your leadership, the United Nations has made achieving the Millennium Development Goals a 
priority and is a key leader in combating hunger and poverty worldwide. Your matchless experience 
and insight would contribute enonnously to our program. 

Last year, we were honored to welcome over 1 ,400 people fi·om more than 75 countries to our 
Borlaug Dialogue and Global Youth Institute , including: five former presidents; the current prime 
minister of Tanzania; seven ministers of agriculture; l 0 CEOs of major international food and 
agribusiness companies; and 250 high school students and teachers. Our week-long events 
culminated in the awarding of the 2011 World Food Prize to our two Laureates -- former Presidents 
John Agyekum Kufuor and Luiz lmicio Lula da Silva - for their extraordinary achievement in 
leading Ghana and Brazil to meet the Millennium Development Goal of cutting in half poverty and 
hunger in their respective countries. 

We would also hope you could be our special guest at the Laureate Award Ceremony and Dinner on 
the evening of October 18, when we fonnal ly present this year's World Food Prize at an event that 
will gather "more lifesaving achievement than anywhere else in the world." 

:z:great respect fo: the global leadership you are providing, 

Kenneth M . Quinn 
I Ambassador (ret.) 

President 



History: 

Dear Kaori, 

RE: October 18 Visit 
Mashal Husain to: Kaori Minami 
Cc: Ken Quinn, Jan Douglas 

This message has been replied to. 

07/09/2012 11 :09 AM 

Yes, we are happy to reserve the hotel rooms for the Secretary-General and the delegation. Thank you 
for sending the list of attendees and delegation members. To this list, I will also add Ms. Antoinette 
Gallagher as you indicated. 

You had inquired earlier about other UN officials invited to the event. In response to your question, we 
have been told that the F~O Executive Director Graziano da Silva is strongly considering attending, but 
has not confirmed as yet. In addition, the World Food Programme head Am b. Ertharin Cousin has also 
been invited; we are awaiting feedback. 

You indicated that you had a question about cars. Please let me know how I can be of help. 

Many thanks, 
Mashal 

From: Kaori Minami [mailto:minami@un.org] 
Sent: Thursday, September 06, 2012 3:59 PM 
To: mhusain@worldfoodprize.org 
Subject: Fw: October 18 Visit 

Dear Mashal -

Further to my email below, can you please let me know if your office could kindly book the hotel 
rooms? 
If you prefer that we do it - that is fine too. 

As for the Secretary, Ms. Antoinette Gallagher will be joining us. 

Thank you ­
Kaori 

Kaori Minami 

Executive Office of the Secretary-General 

United Nations, New York 

(212) 963-0644 

----- Forwarded by Kaori Minami/NY/UNO on 06/09/2012 04:55 PM -----

From: Kaori Minami/NY/UNO 

To: Mashal Husain <mhusain@worldfoodprize.org>@UN-MAILHUB 
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January 20, 201 2 

H.E. Ban Ki-moon 
United Nations 
Headquarters 
First A venue at 46th Street 
New York, NY 10017 

Your Excellency: 

It is my great privilege to extend to you this invitation for you to be a featured participant at the 2012 
World Food Prize events takin lace Octobe 7-f2',·n Des Moines, Iowa. Uast year, we were 
10nore to 1ave our mutual friend Princess Haya mt AI Hussein, UN Messenger of Peace, deliver 
remarks on your behalf, and this year we would be immensely privileged to have you deliver a / 
keynote address as the highlight of our symposium. 

The World Food Prize was created in 1986 by Nobel Laureate and "Father of the Green Revolution" 
Dr. Norman E. Borlaug to serve as the world's most prestigious award for improving food security, 
enhancing agriculture and nutrition, and reducing hunger and poverty globally. This $250,000 prize 
is formally awarded each year on or around World Food Day -- October 16 - in conjunction with the 
world-renowned Norman E. Borlaug International Symposium, or the "Borlaug Dialogue." This 
gathering has come to be known as the single most imp01iant event on global agriculture anywhere 
in the world, with over 1,000 participants from over 65 countries. 

This year' s Borlaug Dialogue will focus attention on the role of partnerships in confronting some of 
the most pressing issues in the fight against hunger and poverty- water, nutrition and environment. 
In this regard, the symposium will include a special emphasis on the innovative private-public 
partnerships underway throughout the world that are uniquely positioned to make an impact and 
achieve results. 

Under your leadership, the United Nations has made achieving the Millennium Development Goals a 
priority and is a key leader in combating hunger and poveriy worldwide. Your matchless experience 
and insight would contribute enonnously to our program. 

Last year, we were honored to welcome over 1,400 people fl·om more than 75 countries to our 
Borlaug Dialogue and Global Youth Institute, including: five former presidents; the current prime 
minister of Tanzania; seven ministers of agriculture; I 0 CEOs of major international food and 
agribusiness companies; and 250 high school stude!1ts and teachers. Our week-long events 
culminated in the awarding of the 2011 World Food Prize to our two Laureates -- former Presidents 
John Agyekum Kufuor and Luiz Imicio Lula da Silva- for their extraord inary achievement in 
leading Ghana and Brazil to meet the Millennium Development Goal of cutting in half poverty and 
hunger in their respective countries. ae would also h. ope you could be our special guest at the Laureate Awa.rd Ceremony and Dinner 071 

e evening of October 18, when we formally present this year's World Food Prize at an event that 
iii ga'iiier "mo~·e lifesaving ac ieve mennfian anywneree!se rntl1e~vorld .,-- - -
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