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H.E. Mr. Ban Ki-moon
Secretary General
United Nations

2 January 2012
Excellency,
Allow me at the outset to express my sincere wishes for the New Year. v
As you are well aware, last month a prisoner release was negotiated betwecn the Hamas and

Israel. While discussing this matter 1 noted that the.list of released prisoners included a
prisoner incarcerated for more than 25 years.

This has brought to my attention the importance of raising awareness within the various
international fora of the situation of numerous Palestinian prisoners, who bhave languished in
Israeli jails for long periods of time under conditions that do not meet the minimum standards
required by human rights treaties.

. . . /. . .
Many have had their prisoners’ rights violated and suffer from psychological and physical
disorders, due to the inhumane and arbitrary treatment by the Israeli side, which include
extended periods of solitary confinement and lack of medical attention and denied legal
recourse.

Israe) is a party to the relevant Hague Regulations and the Geneva Conventions. Moreover,
their contents have become customary international law through state practice and opinion
juris, as well as judgments by the International Court of Justice and decisions by the Security
Council, and must therefore be applied by all members of the United Nations.

Considering all these factors, 1 have requested a list from the Palestinian Authority to identifyy”
Palestinian prisoners sentenced to jail by military courts and have been incarcerated for long periods.

Attached please find a list containing the names of Palestinian prisoners who have been
interned for more than 20 years, among them prisoners interned for more than 25 years.

I bring this urgent matter Mr. Secrctary General to your kind attention, hoping that you will
take the necessary measures to seek to rectify these grave injustices.

Sincerely,
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THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES
Office of the Permanent Observer to the United Nations
866 United Nations Plaza, Suite 494, New York, NY 10017
Tel: (212) 838-8700 Fax: (212) 355-3909

AL/ 001/12

The Office of the Permanent Observer of the League of Arab States to the
United Nations presents its compliments to the Chef de Cabinet of the Secretary
General to the United Nations, and has the honour to transmit herewith a letter
dated January 2, 2012, addressed from: H.E. Mr. Nabil Elaraby, Secretary
General of the League of Arab States, to H.E. Bankimoon, Secretary General of
United Nations, regarding the Paleatinian prisoners.(List attached)

New York, January 3, 2012

Mr. Vijay Nambiar
Chef de Cabinet

to the United Nations
New York
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