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Dear Sir, 

Mr. Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary-General 
United Nations Headquarters 
New York, NY 10017 
USA 

Please find enclosed a joint statement from the members of the ITU/UNESCO Broadband 
Commission for Sustainable Development to the United Nations Conference on Housing and 
Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III), underlining the vital role of broadband for 
build ing and transforming cities and human settlements, and for achieving the commitments 
of the New Urban Agenda and the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

This statement will be shared widely through the corporate channels of Commission partners, 
with the wider UN membership, and the global media. 

Yours faithfully, 

Houlin Zhao 
Secretary-General 
rru 

Vice-Chair 
Broadband Commission for Sustainable 
Development 

www.broadbandcommission.org 
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Note verbale 
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The International Telecommunication ten1Tfl:f)-ptt"S'l!nrS'"i't§C'OiiipTinYents to the Office of the 
Secretary-Genera l of the United Nations and has the honour to submit a joint statement from 
mem bers of the ITU/ UNESCO Bronclbancl Coinmiss ion for Sustninable Development .. 

The Intern ational Telecommunication Union avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the 
Office for Secretnry-Gcneral of the United Nati01. tl , · · ·urances orits highes t consideration. 
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Open Statement from the 
Broadband Commission for Sustainable Development 

to UN Habitat Ill Conference 

Broadband for Sustainable Urban Development 
October 2016 

The UN Broadband Commission for Sustainable Development addresses this Open Statement to the 

United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat llli from 17 to 

20 October 2016 in Quito, Ecuador. 

We, the UN Broadband Commission for Sustainable Deve/opmene, affirm our sincere conviction and 
belief in the vital role of broadband for bui lding and transforming cit ies and human settlements, and for 
achieving the goals of the New Urban Agenda and the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). We 
urge attendees to the UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat Ill) to 

show their support for the global roll-out of broadband infrast ructure, devices, applications and services 
t o ensure inclusive economic growth and lift people out of poverty around the world. 

Today, over half the world' s population lives in cities, a proportion which may increase to over 70% over 
the next thirty years. Although cities occupy a mere 2% of t otal land surface, cit ies account for 54% of 
the world population (World Bank, 2016\ 70% of GOP, 60% of globa l energy consumption, 70% of 
greenhouse gas emissions and 70% of global waste {UN-Habit at, 20164 ) . This makes sustainable urban 
development centred on people and the respect of human right s one of t he maj or priorities and 
challenges of today's societies5. 

Broadband and Info rmat ion and Communica tion Technologies (ICTs) are vital enablers of the three 
pillars of sustainable development - economic development, socia l development and envi ronmental 
protection. Broadband and ICTs can contribute to the New Urban Agenda's Goals of helping to end 
poverty and hunger in all its fo rms and dimensions, reduce inequal it ies, promote sustained, inclusive, 
and sustainable economic grow th, achieve gender equality and t he empowerment of all women and 
girls, enhance education, improve human healt h and well-being, foster innovation and protect the 
environment. 

Broadband can help drive sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, and end poverty, in 
both urban areas, as w ell as more rura l areas, acting as a brake on migration to towns and cities. A body 
of research and evidence suggests that broadband can add to Gross Domestic Product (GOP), drive 
innovation and add jobs in in new sectors, boost labour productivit y and energy eff iciency. Broadband 
and ICTs are important @nabi(U$ drilling digita l transformation and diversification of national economies 

and introdu_fing new knowledge-int ensive, high-growth products and services. 

Broadband can help achieve gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls. 
Broadband infrastructure can be used to improve education, literacy and awareness of people's basic 
rights, including women's and girls' . Women and girls can be empowered by lifelong learning and basic 
competencies in digital ski lls, enhancing their access to resources, market s, institutiona l r ights, improved 
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4 UN-Habitat (2016) Habitat Ill Conference- The New Urban Agenda 

https://www.habitat3.org/bitcache/b581c7d6129c25b03b0102e2a7e5e175e9019535?vid=586129&disposition- inline&op=vie 
w 
5 The State of Broadband 2016 report: www.broadbandcommission.org/publications/Pages/SOB-2016.aspx 
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