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Message of the Secretary-General
to the 26th Pugwash Conference

Miihlhausen, August 1976

It gives me great pleasure to extend to all the distinguished

participants of the 26th Pugwash Conference my greetings and best

wishes for a successful and fruitful conference.

Once again you have'̂ athered in this important forum to examine
\ •

and discuss some of 'the outstanding international problems facing our

world today, and to seek new directions and approaches that may

contribute towards their solution. I need not emphasize the importance

that we, in the United Nations, attach to your work; to your constant

endeavours and valuable contribution to the cause of peace and international

co-operation.

The questions on your agenda: Disarmament, Security and Development

are of major concern to the United Nations. Disarmament has from the

outset been a primary objective of the United Nations — the pursuit of

which has engaged the attention and efforts of the Organization on a

continuing basis. Through disarmament the world can reduce the threat

to international peace and security created by the existence of huge

arsenals of armaments. This would also serve the purpose of releasing

enormous resources, in material and manpower, which are sorely needed

in the struggle for the economic and social development of vast areas

of the world. The path towards disarmament is strewn with obstacles

and progress in this area has been disappointingly slow. Although a

number of arms control agreements have been reached which hold promise

for the strengthening of international security, no progress has been
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made towards real disarmament, that is, the reduction of nuclear

arsenals and the curbing of military expenditures both for nuclear

and conventional weapons. The fact is that the world remains armed.

New and more deadly weapons are being developed at a cost which

should be better utilized to accelerate the economic and social

development of the entire world. We know that throughout the world

the arms race, absorbs an immense amount of talent and resources which

could be usefully diverted to peaceful pursuits. Recent data indicates

that world military expenditures for 197& will exceed the total of

500 billion dollars, and that the resources devoted to the arms race

since the end of the second World War have exceeded 6,000 billion

dollars, which is roughly equivalent to the 1976 gross national product

of the entire world. The danger of nuclear proliferation not only

remains, but has increased, and nuclear-weapon testing continues.

It is clear that the world has reached a critical point in the

area of disarmament. Either we pursue the arms race at a terrible price

to the security and well-being of the peoples of the world, or we move

forward from arms limitation to a reduction of armaments and disarmament,

particularly in the nuclear field, that is, towards the goal of general

and complete disarmament set by unanimous decision of the General Assembly

in 1959* I hope that the world will choose the latter road. For it is

generally recognized that the steady accumulation of weapons — both

nuclear and conventional — inexorably increases the risks of nuclear

war whether by accident or design.

The United Nations, by virtue of its very purpose, is deeply

committed to the attainment of disarmament, to the renunciation of the
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use or threat of force in international relations and the resolution

of disputes by peaceful means, and to the promotion of international

co-operation in the economic and social fields, in accordance with

the Charter of the United Nations.

In the present world economic situation, the link between

disarmament and development is ever more evident. There are great

economic gains implicit in disarmament because of the enormous resources

wasted in the arms race which could be applied to promote economic

development and social progress. Furthermore, the waste of resources,

material and human, is at the present time increasingly questioned,

as the world community strives to forge a new international economic

order.

It is significant that the membership of the United Nations is

expressing greater concern about the whole complex of problems of

disarmament, security and development and is seeking ways to find

solutions. The recent debates in the General Assembly and other inter-

national fora reflect a growing awareness of the need to rethink the

issues involved and search for a way out of the present situation.

However, the success of these efforts lies not only in the commitment

of Governments and the degree of confidence between them, which is

certainly an essential requirement, but depends also on an informed

public opinion, both at the national and international levels. Public

understanding of the dangers of the continuing arms race and of the

heavy economic burden it represents can, and must be, an integral part

of the strategy for disarmament and development. In this context let

me say that scientists and educators have a major responsibility to



the peoples of the world to do all in their power to assist in creating

an enlightened world public opinion which would support the achievement

of those goals. They should help, to the full extent of their opportunities,

in the formulation of policies that would encourage concrete progress

in this respect.

I am confident thaifyour Conference will develop suggestions and
^ • /

proposals for a more vigorous response to the challenges of disarmament,

security and development.

# # # # #
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26 August 1976

STATEMENT BY SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR NAMIBIA DAY, 26 AUGUST

Following is the text of a statement by Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim.
on the occasion of Namibia Day, 26 August 1976. It was read this morning by
Abdulrahim A. Farah, Assistant Secretary-General for Special Political
Questions, at the meeting held at Headquarters this morning by the United
Nations Council for Namibia to commemorate Namibia Day,

It is appropriate that in observing Namibia Day we should recall the
special responsibility which the United Nations has assumed for Namibia.
That responsibility places upon each Member State of our Organization the
obligation of doing everything possible to enable the people of that
"̂•-•rritory to exercise their inalienable right to self-determination and
.i-i.dependence.

It is a matter of grave concern that South Africa has refused to
c,. -'j-rv.rate with the United Nations in achieving the peaceful and speedy
transfer of power to the people of Namibia in conformity with the conditions
laid down by the General Assembly and the Security Council. Its repressive
measures against the national movement Lave intensified, leading inevitably
to increased resistance.

It is the responsibility of the international community to exercise
its influence to prevent the situation in the Territory from deteriorating
further, and to give full support to the resolutions of the United Nations.
These resolutions emphasize that:

1. South Africa's presence in Namibia being illegal, it must withdraw
its administration and put an end to the occupation of the Territory.

2, The United Nations will neither accept nor recognize any action
by South Africa which would compromise in any manner the unity and
territorial integrity of Namibia either through the establishment of
homelands or by any other political device.

(more)
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3, The necessary political oondibi'^f; icust 1-j Created under which the
people of Namibia may be able to exercise their right to self-determination
and national independence free of any constraint. This requires the
abrogation of all repressive and discriminatory laws, the release of all
political prisoners and detainees and the right of return of all political
exiles,, as well as their right to participate fully in the political life
of the Territory.

4. No constitutional arrangements for the Territory can have any
validity unless they are based on the genuine and freely expressed wishes
of the people of Namibia, including, of course, the South West Africa
People's Organization (SWAPO) and unless they are formulated within the
framework of a single and undivided State.

5= Finally, any constitutional arrangements for the Territory including
the holding of elections must be conducted under the supervision and control
of the United Nations.

It is in the light of these conditions that the proposals communicated
to the United Nations last week by the Government of South Africa will no
doubt be studied by the Security Council. In noting these proposals, it is
a matter of regret that they fall far short of the essential conditions
stipulated by the United Nations. They do not therefore constitute an
adequate response to the needs of the situation. South. Africa must abandon
its unilateral approach and recognize that co-operation with the United
Nations is indispensable for resolving this ratter to the satisfaction of
the people of Namibia and the international community,.

The basic elements of the United Nt-Mons position just outlined also
indicate the important role which the United Nations Council for Namibia
will be required to play in this situation. In this respect, the Council
is to be commended on having achieved steady progress in various areas
despite many sei-Jous difficulties with which it has to contend.

On this commemorative occasion let us reaffirm our pledge to provide
full support to the Namibian people in their legitimate struggle for self-
determination and independence and .in the pursuit of their fundamental
human rights„

•#
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TEXT OF SPEECH BY SECRETARY- GENERAL AT FIFTH CONFERENCE

OF HEADS OF STATED OR GOVERNMENT OF NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES

Colombo, Sri Lanka, l6 August

Madam President, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen.

I greatly appreciate, Madam President, your most kind invitation to come
to Sri Lanka and to attend this Conference. It seems to me particularly
appropriate that this Fifth Conference of the Heads of State and Government
of Non-aligned Countries should be held in this ancient country which, after
almost four and a half centuries of foreign rule, emerged to play a leading
role in the establishment of what was to become a vigorous non-aligned movement.
In this connexion, it is fitting to recall that the late Prime Minister of
this beautiful country, Mr. Solomon Bandaranaike, was one of the earliest
advocates of the principle of non-alignment in international relations.
Tragically , he died before the non-alignment movement,, as we know it tod?y,
got fully underway. It was left to our gracious hostess to pursue his commit-
ment to this movement when she became Prime Minister in 1960, I would like
to pey particular tribute to you, Madam President, for the distinguished
leadership you have given your country and for the support you have extended
to the quest for peace and justice in the world.

I recall with pleasure the warm welcome extended to me by this august
assembly at the last summit held under the Chairmanship of President Boumediene.
Many important decisions were taken at that time under his distinguished
leadership which I am sure the Conference will be pursuing at the present
session.

The agenda of this Conference bears witness to the historic role played
by the non-aligned, movement in world affairs for the past 15 years and attests
to the vitality and continuing relevance of non-alignment in a rapidly changing
world.

I take particular .satisfaction in the unchanging commitment of the
non-aligned countries to the strengthening of the role of the United Nations.
Your efforts have had the practical effect of bringing rloper to fruition the
principles and purposes of the Unitea HatiouH ciuarter.

(more)
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It is no longer true that only the major Powers wield decisive influence
in the shaping of international relations. It is becoming increasingly
evident that the other nations, most particularly when they join together, do
have the possibility of taking initiatives for effective international action.
Time and again it has been demonstrated that a combination of medium and
small Powers from different regions are able to find a viable way out in a
difficult and complex situation. It is, therefore, only natural that you
look to the United Nations as a major forum for the conduct of your diplomacy.

It seems to me we have been engaged in a mutually reinforcing effort.
Persistent and vigorous support of national independence movements by the non-
aligned States has in many ways contributed to the eradication of colonialism.
The rapid progress of decolonization since World War II, which I consider one
of the proudest achievements of the United Nations, has in turn given a new
dimension to your movement. If the Bandung Conference crj/stallizec' rhs
determination of Afro-Asian States to strengthen and preserve their newly-won
independence, the summit meetings at Belgrade, Cairo, Lusaka and Algiers became
landmarks in support of the efforts of the United Nations towards the universal
application of the principle of decolonization.

But, unfortunately, these accomplishments do not mean that the work of
decolonization has been concluded. Far from it. Indeed, in Southern Africa
we have entered a period of mounting confrontation in which, unless just
solutions are found, the spread of violence could have international
repercussions affecting the peace and security of the whole region.

Efforts by the United Nations, African leaders and other intermediaries
to assist in achieving a peaceful solution in Southern Rhodesia have not
succeeded. So long as the illegal minority regime refuses to recognize reality
or listen to reason, conflict will inevitably continue to spread. It is my
conviction that only speedy transfer to majority rule can bring about a just
and lasting solution to this problem.

Toward this end, we must persevere in our efforts to isolate the illegal
regime. In this connexion, I wish to make special reference to the problems
confronted by Zambia and Mozambique, which, because of their common borders
with Zimbabwe, have to bear the principal risks and economic sacrifices entailed
in compliance with the United Nations sanctions.

(more)
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In South Africa, the world has now seen the tregic consequences which flow
from the eohorrent policy ..of apartheid. The disturbances in June cf this
year in which hundreds of innocent people irere killed or inj^-rec, and more
recent and continuing clashes, again dramatically demonstrate t'̂ t . _pj..rtlie_?.d
is a polic3r which inevitably leads to violence. As long es it is practncea ,
so long will it be resisted by 'those whose basic human rights are denied,

The situation in Namibia is of particular concern
 to the Unit editions

because it has assumed responsibility for leading the territory and its
people to independence. This month, as demanded by the Security Council,
South Africa must present a viable plan and schedule for the transfer of power
to the Nsmibian people. Failure to make progress up to now has already led
to more pronounced resistance and armed clashes between forces of the
liberation movement and South African military units, These and other remnants
of the colonial era remain on the agenda of unfinished business of the world
community.

Besides decolonization, another major concern of the non-aligned movement
has been the strengthening of international security. This, too, corresponds
with a basic objective of the United Nations. A formative influence^ in the
establishment of your movement was concern that international security was
seriously threatened by a deterioration of relations among the major Powers.
Today, we have the satisfaction of seeing this danger substantially reduced
as tensions have declined in Europe and Asia. The end of the long and cruel
war in Viet-Nam has marked a major step forward in the strengthening of
international security.

In South Asia the over-all picture begins to look more encouraging and a
spirit of greater understanding and co-operation seems to be emerging. If
the momentum of this welcome development were used to find mutually satisfactory
s cautions of the outstanding issues", we may indeed hope that the area will
enter into a new and brighter period.

The Middle East, however, remains a dangerous focal point of conflict.
This problem has been before the United Nations since 194?. Since then, four
destructive wars have erupted. Following the l&st one three years ago., limited
disengagement of forces has been worked out in the Sinai Peninsula and on the
Golan Heights and two United Nations, peace-keeping forces have been established.
Nevertheless, the fundamental issues remain unresolved.

(more)
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I am deeply convinced that until an over-all solution of the problem is
found, the situation in the Middle East will remain unstable and become
increasingly dangerous. Stability in the area can only be achieved, in my
view, in the context of a settlement which must fulfil certain basic
conditions: the right of the Arab States concerned to regain their
territorial integrity which they lost in 196?? the recognition and
restoration of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people; and the
right of all States in the region to live in peace within secure and
recognized boundaries,

I am. deeply concerned about the present impasse in the negotiations.
It is for this reason that earlier this year I began a process of
consultations with all parties concerned to ascertain their positions
and to endeavour to find a way of overcoming the present stalemate.
Pending the resumption of the negotiating process, the United Nations
peace-keeping forces in the area will continue to help maintain quiet in
the confrontation area and to provide the framework of stability so
indispensable for active negotiations. In this connexion, it bears repeating
that the United Nations peace-keeping .operations are a means and not an end.
They cannot and must not become a substitute for the search for, and
realization of, a just and lasting peace in the Middle East.

The tragedy of Lebanon is at the present time an additional cause for
the gravest anxiety. Since the outset of that tragedy I have repeatedly
expressed my deep concern over the situation in that country and have made
several appeals for an effective cease-fire in order that the process of
national reconciliation may commence. Many efforts have been made,
including the current initiative of the League of Arab States to find a
way out of the tragic situation, but so far these efforts have unfortunately
not been able to stop the fighting. It is my earnest hope that the parties
concerned will find it possible to resolve their differences by negotiation
and to halt the drift towards anarchy, which has already resulted, in the
loss of so many human lives and caused so much misery and destruction.

The problem of Cyprus is also a matter of deep concern to the United
Nations. More than twelve years have elapsed since the United Nations was
first seized of this problem and two years since the military events of
1974. Here as in the Middle East, the cease-fire is being maintained with
the assistance of a United Nations peace-keeping force.

As you know, the Security Council has entrusted me with a good offices
mission aimed at promoting negotiations between the representatives of the
two communities of Cyprus. Five rounds of intercommunal talks have been
held so far under my auspices, Some limited agreements have been reached,
but the basic issues dividing the two communities have remained unresolved.
Needless to say, I shall continue to do everything I can to promote a just
solution.

(more)
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These, of course, are not the only critical international problems at
the present time. There are other current threats to peace and co-operation
around the world. Some of these represent legacies from the past, while
others arise from the changing relationship of nations. We in the United
Nations count heavily on the statesmanship and wisdom of leaders such as
those gathered here to assist in bringing about early solutions to such
issues.

I recall that the non-aligned heads of Government and State called
on the great Powers in 1961 to sign a treaty for general and complete
disarmament to "release energy and resources now being spent on armaments
to be used for the peaceful economic and social development of mankind".
Since then, important agreements have been reached essentially in the field
of arms control which have certainly contributed to the strengthening of
international security. But no progress has been made toward genuine
disarmament which would reduce arms expenditures and permit the transfer
of resources to more constructive use. The trend has been in the opposite
direction.

Weapons are increasingly sophisticated, deadly and expensive. The danger
of nuclear proliferation not only remains but has increased. Nuclear testing
continues. The appalling consequences for all mankind of the use of nuclear
weapons are so great that special efforts should be made to reduce this
'-Usnger. Latin America deserves particular praise for showing the way with
its persistent initiatives in d.eveloping a. nuclear-free zone for that continent.
That example may well be emulated by other regions of the world. In this
connexion, I should also like to mention the imaginative initiative of our
host country that the Indian Ocean be declared a sone of peace.

It is tragic that over $300 billion are now being spent annually for
arms when they could so much more profitably be spent for development.
However, I believe that disarmament can only be achieved if confidence is
increased among nations. Only in that way can the upward trend of arms
expenditures and the dangers inherent in the spread of nuclear weapons be
reversed.. This is an area to which I can assure you that the United Naticr;.u
will be devoting increased attention* Given its historical interest
in and contributions to the goal of disarmament, I am confident that the
non-aligned movement can play a vital role in moving the world toward, these
objectives.

There has also been a fruitful interaction between the efforts of the
non-aligned movement and those of the United Rations to achieve an equitable
and prosperous world economy for all, We enter the final quarter of the
twentieth century with an agenda of global problems which includes trade
and development., food, energy, population, status of wonen, environment and
habitat. We now see the world ~- as the framers of the Charter could
not -- as a planet of plentiful but not unlimited resources. .And we have
come to realize that the security of this world is linked to an equitable
sharing of wealth, not just as an objective for the distant future bv'c as
a matter of urgency. The unhappy fact of the present situation is that 70
per cent of the world's population receives only about 3° per cent of the
world's income.

(more)
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is at Issue is the validity under changing circumstances of the economic
system which has dominated the T.;orld since the great economic expansion of the
industrialized countries more than a century ago, It is, therefore, both
right and necessary that the achievement of a new international economic
order occupies a prominent place on the agenda of this Conference. It is
a mark of the progress we have achieved that discussion of this problem no
longer hinges on whether but on how the world can establish such an order.
This is a reflection of the stark realization -- belatedly, it is true --
that we cannot have a stable and healthy world unless the enormous disparity
between the aflluent nations and those millions in Africa, Asia and Latin
America who suffer from poverty, malnutrition and a lack of hope can be
reduced and eventually eliminated.

The debate on the Hew international Economic Order, launched by the
Algiers Conference, has opened a new chapter in international relations,
in which the sLsrth and seventh special sessions of the General Assembly,
along with the adoption of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of
States, have so far been the key points„

It is now an urgent necessity to translate the principles agreed upon
at those sessions into practice. Recent conferences such as those in Paris
and Nairobi have shown all too clearly how difficult the process will be.

Now, despite the difficulties, we must set in motion a process of
restructuring the world economy. This requires a global reform which
would embrace:

-- eradication of mass proverty and unemployment;

-- stable and equitable return for commodities;

-- self-sufficiency in food;

-- reform of rules governing international trade;

-- an increased share in industrial activities for developing countries;

-- increased flow of assistance on concessional terms based only on
need and equity; and

-- equitable sharing in the global economic decision-making process.

Inherent in a new order is the concept of self-reliance which has long
been stressed by the non-aligned countries. It seems reasonable and right
that the developing countries should wish to institute a system of co-operation
among themselves which, for example, would ensure mutual support for the
promotion of trade and economic growth and the interchange of technology.
There is a clear need for the developing countries to be able to draw upon
each other's experience through direct contacts or through their own
mechanisms.

(more)
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It goes without saying that to be fully effective, a dynamic programme
of collective self-reliance among developing countries should be conceived
within the broader framework of global interdependence. This would help
redress the glaring North-South inequities and encourage many in the
industrial world to come forward more readily with the necessary technological
and financial assistance, including urgently needed debt-relief, I should
also emphasize that our global designs will remain empty if they are ̂  not
directed toward advancing the fundamental social objectives of humanity.

I am personally convinced that there are now greater opportunities
for advancing the well-being of mankind than ever before in history provided
the nations of the world have the political will to act in common endeavour.

One such present opportunity to which I attribute great importance and
much hope is the search for agreement on the Law of the Sea. The fifth
session of the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea is now meeting
in New York.

The Conference addresses itself to an unprecedented challenge to the
community of nations. Without a system of equitable and productive management ,
conflict will become the price of the sea's resources and none, in the end,
will profit,

There is very little time left before unilateral action on the part of
some States will take effect and destroy the opportunity which still exists.
The role of the non-aligned countries will be crucial to the success of the
Conference, and I hope that all will do their utmost to achieve an early
positive outcome. I am happy to note, in this connexion, that the
negotiations are being conducted under the oustanding chairmanship of
Ambassador Amerasinghe, I would like, on the occasion of being in his native
land, to express the gratitude of our Organisation for his worh in this
field and also to wish him. s'ccesG :'.:.: !v s r. tM's :.-es"is:. v.-Y-v-ias.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen: in conclusion, let me sum up.

I do not believe a new world conflagration is likely at the present
time. But this is no ground for complacency. Violence continues to mar our
daily lives. International terrorism has taken on a new and more frightening
dimension and requires our urgent attention. Regional conflicts, which
could easily get out of hand with disastrous consequences for international
security, are increasing. It is a pressing obligation for both the United
Nations and regional organizations to help solve these problems through
negotiations and the encouragement of mutual understanding „ The United
Nations, the regional organizations and the non-aligned movement afford
opportunities to deal with these matters which were not available to earlier
generations »

(more)
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We must redouble our efforts, for I know of no more urgent task than
to bring an early end to the tensions and violence that bring misery to
thousands of people, prejudice regional co-operation and entail unpredictable
consequences for world peace.

We have the beginnings of a global comprehension that the well-being
of nations is henceforth irrevocably linked, We still have an earth whose
resources, if properly managed, can provide a decent life for all. Let us
profit from these circumstances in seeking to improve our imperfect world.

This is the time to move toward a new international economic order;

-- This is the time to agree on a law of the sea:;

-- This is the time to make a bold new effort to solve conflicts, old
and new;

-- This is the time to eliminate the last remnants of colonialism; and

-- This is the time to ensure that social justice and respect for human
rights become global realities„

These are our common challenges. Let us resolve to go forth from here
and meet them together.

* -x-x-x-
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Madam President, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen.

*

I greatly appreciate, Madam President, your most kind invitation

to come to Sri Lanka and participate in this Conference.

It seems to me particularly appropriate that this Fifth Conference

of .the Heads of State and Government of Non-aligned countries

should be held in this ancient country which, after almost

four-and-a-half centuries of foreign'domination, emerged to play .

a leading role in the establishment of what was to become

a vigorous non-aligned movement. In this connexion, it is fitting

to recall that the late Prime Minister of this beautiful country,

Mr. Solomon Bandaranaike was one of the earliest advocates of the

principle of non-alignment in international relations.

Tragically, he died before the non-alignment movement,

as we know it today, got fully underway. It was left to our

gracious hostess to pursue his commitment to this movement

when she became Prime ̂ linister in I960. I would like to pay

particular tribute to you, Madam President, for the distinguished

leadership you have given your country and for the support

you have extended to the quest for peace and justice throughout the world.
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I recall with pleasure the warm welcome extended to me

by this august assembly at the last summit held under the

Chairmanship of President Boumediene, Many important decisions

were taken at that time under his distinguished leadership

which I am sure this Conference will be pursuing at the present session.

The agenda of this Conference bears witness to the historic role

played by the non-aligned movement in world affairs for the past

fifteen years and attests to the vitality and continuing relevance

of non-alignment in a rapidly changing world.

I take particular satisfaction in the unchanging commitment

of the non-aligned countries to the strengthening of the role

of the United Nations. Your efforts have had the practical effect

of bringing closer to fruition the principles and purposes of

the United Nations Charter.
. a

- It is no longer true that only the major powers

wield decisive influence in the shaping of international relations.

It is becoming increasingly evident that the other nations,

most particularly when they join together, do have the

possibility of taking initiatives for effective international action.

Time and again it has been demonstrated that a combination of

medium and small powers from different regions are able

to find a viable way out in a difficult and complex situation.

It is, therefore, only natural that you look to the United Nations

as a major forum for the conduct of your diplomacy.
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It seems to me we have been engaged in a. mutually

reinforcing effort. Persistent and vigorous support of

national independence movements by the non-aligned states

has in many ways contributed to the eradication of colonialism.

The rapid progress of decolonization since World War II,

which I consider one of the proudest achievements of the United Nations,

has in turn given a new dimension to your movement.

If the Bandung Conference crystalized the determination of Afro-Asian

states to strengthen and preserve their newly-won independence,

the summit meetings at Belgrade, Cairo, Lusaka and Algiers

became landmarks in support of the efforts of the United Nations

towards the universal application of the principle of decolonization.

. But, unfortunately, these accomplishments do not mean that

the work of decolonization has been concluded. Far from it.

Indeed, in Southern Africa we have entered a period of mounting

confrontation in which, unless just solutions are found,

the spread of violence could have international repercussions

affecting the peace and security of the whole region.

Efforts by the United Nations, African leaders and

other intermediaries to assist in achieving a peaceful solution

in Southern Rhodesia have not succeeded. So long as the

illegal minority regime refuses to recognize reality or

listen to reason, conflict will inevitably continue to spread.

It is my conviction that only speedy transfer to majority rule

can bring about a just and lasting solution to this problem.
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Toward this end, we must persevere in our efforts

to isolate the illegal regime. In this connexion, I wish to make

' special reference to the problems confronted by Zambia and Mozambique,

which because of their common borders with Zimbabwe, have to bear

the principle risks and economic sacrifices entailed in compliance with

the United Nations sanctions. v

In South Africa, the world has now seen the tragic consequences

which flow from the abhorrent policy of apartheid. The recent

disturbances in which hundreds of innocent people were killed or

injured again dramatically demonstrate that apartheid is a policy

which inevitably leads to violence. As long as it is practiced,

so long will it be resisted by those whose basic human rights

are denied.

* *

The situation in Namibia is of particular concern to

the United Nations because it has assumed responsibility for

leading the territory and its people to independence.

This month, as demanded by the Security Council, South Africa

must present a viable plan and schedule for the transfer of power

to the Namibian people. Failure to make progress up to now

has already led to more pronounced resistance and armed clashes

between forces of the liberation movement and South African

military units. These and other remnants of the colonial era

remain on the agenda of unfinished business of the world community.
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Besides decolonization, another major concern of the

non-aligned movement has been the strengthening of international security.

This, too, corresponds with a basic objective of the United Nations.

A formative influence in the establishment of. your movement

was concern that international security was seriously threatened by

a deterioration of relations among the major powers. Today,

we have the satisfaction of seeing this danger substantially reduced

as tensions have declined in Europe and Asia. The end of

the long and cruel'war in Vietnam has marked a major step forward

in the strengthening of international security.

In South Asia the overall picture begins to look more

encouraging and a spirit of greater understanding and co-operation

seems to be emerging. If the momentum of this welcome development

were used to find mutually satisfactory solutions of the

outstanding issues, we may indeed hope that the area will enter

into a new and brighter period.

The Middle East, however, remains a dangerous focal point

of conflict. This problem has been before the United Nations since 1947.

Since then, four destructive wars have erupted.

Following the last one three years ago, limited disengagement of forces

has been worked out in the Sinai Peninsula and on the Golan Heights and

two United Nations peace-keeping forces have been established.

Nevertheless, the fundamental issues remain unresolved.
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I am deeply convinced that until an overall solution

of the problem is found, the situation in the Middle East

will remain unstable and become increasingly dangerous.

Stability in the area can only be achieved, in my view,

in the context.of a settlement which must fulfill

certain basic conditions: the right of the Arab States concerned

to regain their territorial integrity which they lost in 1967?

the recognition and restoration of the inalienable rights of

the Palestinian people; and the right of all States in the region

to live in peace within secure and recognized boundaries.

I am deeply concerned about the present impasse in

the negotiations» It is for this reason that I recently began

a process of consultations with all parties concerned

to ascertain their positions and:to endeavor to find a way of

overcoming the present stalemate. Pending the resumption of

the negotiating process, the United Nations peace-keeping forces

in the area will continue to help maintain quiet in the

confrontation area and to provide the framework of stability

so indispensable for active negotiations. In this connexion,

it bears repeating that the United Nations peace-keeping operations

are a means and not an end. They cannot and must not become

a substitute for the search for, and realization of,

a just and lasting peace in the Middle East.
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The tragedy of Lebanon is at the present time an additional

cause for the gravest anxiety. Since the outset of that tragedy

I have repeatedly expressed my deep concern over the situation

in that country and have made several appeals for an effective

cease-fire in order that the process of national reconciliation

may commence. Many efforts have been made, including the

current initiative of the League of Arab States to find a way

out of the tragic situation, but so far these efforts have

unfortunately not been able to stop the fighting.

It is my earnest hope that the parties concerned will

find it possible to resolve their differences by negotiation

and to halt the drift towards anarchy, which has already

resulted in the loss of so many human lives and caused so much

misery and destruction*

The problem of Cyprus is also a matter of deep concern

to the United Nations, More than twelve years have elapsed

since the United Nations was first seized of this problem

and two years since the military events of 1974.

Here as in the Middle East, the cease-fire is being maintained

with the assistance of a United Nations peace-Keeping force.

As you know, the Security Council has entrusted me

with a good offices mission aimed at promoting negotiations

between the representatives of the two communities of Cyprus.
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Five rounds of intercommunal talks have been held so far

under my auspices. Some limited agreements have been reached,

but unfortunately, few of these agreements have been implemented

and the basic issues dividing the two communities have

remained unresolved. Needless to say, I shall_continue

to do everything I can to promote a just solution.

• These, of course, are not the only critical international problems

at the present time. There are other current threats to peace and

co-operation around the world. Some of these represent legacies

from the past, while others arise from the changing relationship

of nations. We in the United Nations count heavily on

the statesmanship and wisdom of leaders such as those gathered here

to assist in bringing about early solutions to such issues.

I recall that the non-aligned heads of government and state

called on the great powers in 1961 to sign a treaty for

general and complete disarmament to "release energy and resources

now being spent on armaments to be used for the peaceful

economic and social development of mankind". Since then,

important agreements have been reached essentially in the

field of arms control which have certainly contributed to

the strengthening of international security. But no progress

has been made toward genuine disarmament which would reduce

arms expenditures and permit the transfer of resources to more

constructive use. The trend has been in the opposite direction.



Weapons are increasingly sophisticated, deadly and expensive.

The danger of nuclear proliferation not only remains but has increased.

Nuclear testing continues.. The horrible consequences of

the use of nuclear weapons for all mankind are so great that

special efforts should be made to reduce this danger.

Latin America deserves particular praise for showing the way

with its persistent initiatives in developing a nuclear-free zone

for that continent. That example may well be emulated by

other regions of the world.

It is tragic that over 3OO billion dollars are now

being spent annually for arms when they could so much more profitably

be spent for development. However, I believe that disarmament

can only be achieved if confidence is increased among nations.

Only in that way can the upward trend of arms expenditures

and the dangers inherent in the spread of nuclear weapons be reversed.

This is an area to which I can assure you that the United Nations

will be devoting increased attention. Given its historical

interest in and contributions to the goal of disarmament,

I am confident that the non-aligned movement can play a particularly

vital role in moving the world toward these objectives.

There has also been a fruitful interaction between

the efforts of the non-aligned movement and those of the United Nations

to achieve an equitable and prosperous world economy for all.

We enter the final quarter of the twentieth century with

an agenda of global problems which includes trade and development,

food, energy, population, environment and habitat.
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Wo now see the world - as the framcrs of the Charter could not -

as a planet of plentiful but yet finite resources.

And we have come to realize that the security of this world

. will evermore be linked to the equitable sharing of these resources.

The unhappy fact of the present situation is that seventy-percent of

the world's population receives only about thirty percent of

world income.
«

What is at issue is the validity, or at least the acceptability

to the majority of the people of the world, of the economic system

which has dominated the world since the great economic expansion

of the industrialized countries more than a century ago.

It is, therefore, both right and necessary that the achievement

of a new international economic order occupies a prominent place

on the agenda of this Conference. It is a mark of the progress

you have achieved that discussion of this problem even in

other forums no longer hinges on whether but on how the world

can establish such an order. This is a reflection of

the stark realization - belatedly, it is true - that we cannot have

a stable and healthy world unless the enormous disparity between

the affluent nations and those millions in Africa, Asia and

Latin America who suffer from povery, malnutrition and a

lack of hope can be reduced and eventually eliminated.

The debate on the New International Economic Order, launched by

the Algiers Conference, has opened a new chapter in international

relations, in which the sixth and seventh special sessions of the

General Assembly, along with the adoption of the Charter of

Economic Rights and Duties of States, have so far been the key points.
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lt is now an urgent necessity to translate the principles

agreed upon at those sessions into practice. Recent conferences

such as those in Paris anS Nairobi have shown all too clearly

how difficult the process will be.

Now, despite the difficulties, we must se't in motion

a process of restructuring the world economy. This requires

a global reform which would embrace:

- eradication of mass poverty and unemployment;

«- stable and equitable return for commodities;

- self-sufficiency in food;

~ reform of rules governing international trade;

• - an increased share in industrial activities for
«

developing countries;.

- increased flow of assistance on concessional terms

based only on need and equity; and

- equitable sharing in the global economic decision-making process.

Inherent in a new order is the concept of self-reliance

which has long been stressed by the non-aligned countries.

It seems reasonable and right that the developing countries

should wish to institute a system of co-operation among themselves which,

for example, would ensure mutual support for the promotion of

trade and economic growth and the interchange of technology.

There is a clear need for the developing countries to be able

to draw upon each other's experience through direct contacts or

through their own mechanisms.
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However, to be truly effective, a dynamic programme

of collective self-reliance among developing countries

should be conceived within the broader framework of

international co-operation. This would help redress the

glaring North-South inequities and encourage many in the

industrial world to come forward more readily with the

necessary technological and financial assistance.

I should also emphasize that our global designs will remain empty

if they are not directed toward advancing the fundamental

social objectives of humanity,,

I am personally convinced that there are now greater opportunities

for advancing the well-being of mankind than ever before in history

provided the nations of the world have the political will

to act in common endeavour.

One such present opportunity to which I attribute great importance

and much hope is the search for -agreement on the Law of the Sea.

The Fifth Session of the United Nations Conference on the

Law of the Sea is now0meeting in New York.

The Conference addresses itself to an unprecedented challenge

to the community of nations. Without a system of equitable and

productive management, conflict will become the price of

the sea's resources and none, in the end, will profit.
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There is very little time left before unilateral action

on the part of some states will take effect and destroy

the opportunity which still exists. The role of the

non-aligned countries will be crucial to the success of

the Conference, and I hope that all will do their utmost

to achieve an early positive outcome. I am happy to note,

in this connexion, that the negotiations are being conducted

under the outstanding chairmanship of Ambassador Amerasinghe.

I would like, on the occasion of being in his native land,

to express the gratitude of our Organization for his work in the field

and also to wish him great success in his future responsibilities.

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen: in conclusion,

let me sum up.

I do not believe a new world conflagration is likely

at the present time. But this is no ground for complacency.

Violence continues to mar our daily lives. International terrorism

has taken on a new and more horrible dimension and requires

our urgent attention." Regional conflicts, which could easily
o

get out of hand with disastrous consequences for international security,

are increasing. It is a pressing obligation for both the

United Nations and regional organizations to help solve these problems

through negotiations and the encouragement of mutual understanding.

The United Nations, the regional organizations and the

non-aligned movement afford opportunities to deal with these matters

vhich were not available to earlier generations.
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V7e must redouble our efforts, for I know of no more urgent task

than to bring an early end to the tensions and violence

that bring misery to thousands of people, prejudice regional

co-operation and entail unpredictable consequences for world peace.

We have the beginnings o-f a global comprehension that

the well-being of nations is henceforth irrevocably linked.

We still have an earth whose resources, if properly managed,

can provide a decent life for all« Let us profit from

these circumstances in seeking to improve, our imperfect world.

- This is the time to move toward a new international

economic order;

- This is the time to agree on a law of the sea;

- This is the time to make a bold new effort
»

to solve conflicts, old and new;

~ This is the time to eliminate the last remnants

of colonialism; and

- This is the time to ensure that social justice

and respect for human rights become global realities.

These are our common challenges. Let us resolve

to go forth from here and meet them together.

* * *


