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sueJECT: Hungarian Relief 4 

1. As mentioned in Mr. de Seynes 1 memorandum to you of 29 
December 1956, I visited Washington yesterday in order to hold 
discussions with officials of the Department of State concerning 
the possibility of a contribution to the United Nations from the 
United States Government for relief in Hungary. Before leaving 
for Washington, I checked with your Office and was advised that 
there had been no special developments in this connection in the 
course of your meeting with the Secretary of State on Monday, 
January 2. 

2. In Washington, I discussed this question with Mr. Phillips, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for International Organizations, and 
with Mr. Beam, Deputy Assistant Secretary for European Affairs, 
and at some length with members of their respective staffs. 

J. It appears that no definitive policy decision has yet been 
made as to how the fifteen million dollars in surplus supplies 
which the United States Government is drawing on for aid to the 
Hungarian People will be channelled (these fifteen million dollars 
of surplus supplies are separate and distinct from the five million 
dollars in cash which the United States Government has contributed 
to the United Nations for Hungarian refugees). Nevertheless, t he 
United States Government has been turning over surplus supplies under 
this prograrmne to the International Committee of the Red Cross; it 
has also turned over a portion of these supplies to voluntary agencies 
in Austria and to the Austrian Government to replenish stocks that 
these sources made available in the early days of the emergency. 
Approximately three million dollars in surplus supplies have been 
made available by the Government of the United States for the above 
purposes. 

4. I explained the reasons for channelling the United States 1 

contribution for relief within Hungary through the United Nations. 
Some of these reasons are set forth in Mr. de Seynes 1 memorandum 
to you of 29 December. In the course of these conversations, I did 
not encounter any technical or legal reasons which would interfere 
with the adoption of such a policy by the Government of the United 
States. This was especially so after I explained that the existing 
logistical arrangements under which the actual supplies were turned 
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over by the Government of the United States to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross would not be affected by the contribu­
tion being made to the United Nations. 

5. From a policy point of view, I believe there is reluctance 
in Washington to channel relief to Hungary through the United 
Nations because of the fear that the line between emergency relief 
and economic aid might easily become blurred. This may be a very 
real problem. 

6. Clearly any decision by the Government of the United States 
to make substantial contributions for relief to Hungary through 
the United Nations will only be made on the basis of discussions 
at the highest level. In view of Mr. de Seynes 1 current visit to 
Budapest, you may wish to await his report to you before deciding 
on the next steps. In the meantime, I wish you to have this brief 
report. 

7. I wish also to inform you that a letter addressed to you 
has been received from the President of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross outlining a new progrannne of relief costing some 
thirty million dollars, and urging the United Nations to make a new 
appeal for contributions for relief in Hungary. I discussed this 
proposal with i1r. de Seynes before his departure and he, of course, 
has had conversations with Mr. Boissier in Geneva during the past 
few days. However, it was Mr. de Seynes' view before he left 
New York that it would be f ar better to consider direct negotiations 
in various capitals than to undertake any further general appeals 
for relief in Hungary. 
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