


Dear Mr, Eban:

I wish to acknowledge your letter of 23 May
informing me of the proposals which the Israel Govermment
has asked the Coneciliation Commission in Lausanne to convey
to the Governments of Egypt and Lebanon.

I should like to thank you for keeping me informed
regarding this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Trygve Lie,
Secretary-(eneral,

Ere Aub’.’ 3. M'

Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations,
11 Zast 70th Street,

New York 21, N.Y.
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23rd May, 1949.

I write to inform you that the Israeli delegation at
Lausanne has agked the Oonciliation Commigsion to convey the
following important proposals to the Governments of Egypt and
Lebanon:-

(1) That the establighed international frontier
between Lebanan and Palegtine be formally
accepted as the frontier between Lebanon and
Israel.

(2) That the establighed international fromtier
between Egypt and Palestine be formally accepted
ag the frontier between Egypt and Igrael.

The first proposal would formalise the existing armistice

position, The gecond proposal would transfer a small stretch &
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territory near Gaza to Israel together with the largest concentration
of refugees found in any area., Mr, Pickett of the Quaker Organisation
estimated their number at 230,000, Without committing myself to this
figure, 1 would emphagise that this proposal would involve a sgignificant
meagure of repatriation for a great mmber of refugees, at present
cloeed up hopelegsly in a narrow and economically insecure enclave.

In estimnting the value of this proposal it should be borme in
mind that

(2) Lebanese and Egyptian representatives have consistently
told us that they have no territorial aspirations in
dPalestine and are sclely concerned to assure thelr own
gecurity in their existing frontiers.

(b) The proposal that Israel should take over this great
refugee commitment by receiving thig emall area con-
tiguous only to Israel and Egypt was originally cutlined
by Egyptian repregentatives. Since tactical sensidera-
tions mey prevent Egypt from putting forward the proposal
itgelf, Israel has taken the initiative in this manner.

My Government believes that a crucial stage has been reached in
the coneiliation effort. We most earnestly hope that the Comciliation




Commigsion will commend this propossl to the Governments
concerned with the utmost energy and sympathy. In this way
we ghall break the deadlock and make a simultaneous approach
- %o the golution of frontier and refugee problems.

Youre sincerely,
{:l_\_\v'l..}"}-l f = .

Autrey S.Eban

Mr. PTrygve Lie,
Secretary-Ceneral,
United Nations,
Lake Succesgs, N.Y.







