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26 November 1997

Excellency,

As you are aware, the Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific and the Economic Commission for Europe have been
exploring ways to better serve the countries of Central Asia and have
proposed a programme for promoting the regional development of Central
Asia and its integration into the world economy, i.e. the Special
Programme for the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA). An outline of the
Programme was sent to you in June.

I believe that such a Programme, to which I attach the highest
importance, can provide the comprehensive framework for strengthening
economic cooperation among the countries of Central Asia and for
facilitating their economic integration into the European and Asian regions,
thus serving as an effective instrument of regional development. At the
same time, the Programme can be adjusted to meet the specific aspirations
of its participating states.

In order to set the priorities and to establish modalities for
implementation of the Programme, consultations should be held at the
highest level. The Executive Secretaries of ECE and ESCAP are ready to
undertake a joint visit to the Republic of Kyrgyzstan in order to receive
your views in this regard. They have already met with the President of the
Republic of Kazakhstan and the Prime Minister of Uzbekistan, both of
whom have expressed their support for the Programme, and have been
invited by President Rakhmonov to visit Tajikistan in mid-December.
I would be grateful if you would also find it possible to receive them
in January.

His Excellency
Mr. Askar A. Akayev
President of the Kyrgyz Republic
Bishkek



In concluding, allow me to emphasize that the United Nations stands
ready to extend its full cooperation in assisting you in your efforts to
develop your country's potential and I look forward to periodically
reviewing with you the progress achieved.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest
consideration.

' Annan
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REFERENCE:

2 December 1997

Dear Ms. Ambassador,

The Secretary-General would be grateful if you could kindly forward the enclosed letter
to His Excellency, Mr. Askar A. Akayev, President of the Kyrgyz Republic.

A copy of the letter is attached, for your information.

Please accept, Ms. Ambassador, the assurances of my highest consideration.

S. IqbalRiza
Chef de Cabinet

Her Excellency
Ms. Zamira B. Eshmambetova
Permanent Representative of the

Kyrgyz Republic to the United Nations
New York




