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UNRRA MISSION TO FRANCE• 

t[i:o. / - q,;l. -~ 

REPORT FOR PERIOD 
L-3t MAY 1946 ~--

EXCERPTS OF INTEREST TOR. ANO W. DIVISION• 

P• ~3: CAMPS; THE NUMBER OF 0 . P. CAMPS IN FRANCE IS DECREASING, AND ONLY 
SOME 8,000 DISPLACED PERSONS NOW REMAIN IN OAMPS 1 THE 
MAJORITY OF WHOM 00 NOT WISH TO RETURN TO THEIR HOMES. THES 
ARE BEING ABSOR8EO GRADUALLY BY THE MINISTER£ OU TRAVAIL, 
AND IT IS HOPED THAT BEFORE LONG MOST OF THEM WILL HAVE 
FOUND ~ORK IN FRANCE• 

0.P. ENQUIRIES & REPATRIATIONS 
THE NUMBER OF ENQUIRIES REACH ING THIS OFFICE INCREASES 
OAILYa ON AN AVERAGE TEN PERSONAL ENQUIRIES ANO TWELVE 
WRITTE N ONES ARE DEALT WITH DAILY• IN VIEW OF THE CLOSING 
OF CERTAIN TRACING B UREAUX MORE ENQUIRIES OF THIS NATRUE ARE 
RECEIVED THAN BEFORE• 

-------c WELFARE WORK IN D,P. CAMPS 
_______ PARCfL$ FROM THE DON DES JEUNES 1 S ITZERLAN0 1 WERE 

DISTRIBUTED TO POLISH CHILDREN IN THE METZ TRA N SIT CAMP• 
2) 1.AME. DuuAo, WELFARE WORKER ANO IN ERPRET.ER ATTACHED TO 

THE MtNISTER t DES ANCIENS COMBATTANTS £T VICTIMES OE LA ( 
GUERRE, HO HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED WITH THE TASK OF 
ACCOMPA NYING T £ CONVOY LE AVING METZ ON 2LST MAY fOR 

P c LANO WAS CONTACTED. SHE WILL SEND A BRIEF REPORT ON 
HER RETURN 7~ AT THE BEGINNING OF JUNEe 

3)1T HAS BEEN POSSIBLE TO ASSEMBLE A CERTAIN NUMBER OF 
ARTICLES MADE IN THC CA MPS TO BE SHOWN AT AN EXHIBITION 
WH ICH I S TO TAKE PLACE IN LONOONe BOOKS DEAL NG WITH 
MEANS OF OCCUPYING CHILOREN 1S LEISURE TIM£ HAVE BEEN SENT 
TO £.R.O. 

RELATIONS WITH VARIOUS SOCIAL ORGANIZATI ONS 

~eH-&e~A&&~@~&&He&-~~-ss•~~~&&-w¥E~•-w+e•&-e•-•s-
MucH CORRESPONDENCE IS ENTAILED EVERY MONTH BY THE ~-~~E­
REQUESTS FOR HELP OF VARIOUS KINDS WHICH REACH THE RELIEF 
SECTION ♦ AID CAN FREQUENTLY BE GIVEN BY FRENCH 
ORGANIZATIONS, BUT THESE CASES INVOLVE A GREAT ANY 
NE ~OTIATfONSe THE SA ME MAY BE SAID OF THE NUMBEROUS 
CALLS MAOE AT OUR OFFICE, EITHER BY REPRESENTATIVES OF 
SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS OR BY PRIVATE IN0IVJ0UALS, 

FRENCH SOCIAL SEl~VICES ARE FREQUENTLY CONTACTED, IN 
PARTICULAR THE ENTR'AtOE FRANCAISE, WHJCH ON EVERY OCCASI 
ION MAKES THE MAXIMUM EFFORT TO SATISFY THE REQUESTS WE 
SUBMIT, WHETHER THESE BE FROM THE PROV ICES OR FROM PARIS• 

THROUGH THE INTERMEDIARY OF THE ttSe:couRS MENNONITE" WE 
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DISTRIBUTE THE PARCELS FROM HE 
DON DES JEUNES,LAUXA NNE, DESTINED FOR THE C. I. M.A.D.E • 
AT SANV 10 • 



THE II MAI SONS DU PRIS011!!IER ET DU DEPORTE" 

INTRODUCTORY NOTE 
r, ,. 

The obj oct of. th:i.s r:10morandum is to explain the posi td:nn as 
reg:1rd.s the II Mttisons d,1 Pri sonni or et du Doporto11., their orgnnisa tion 
and r:-;.1ssion , and f:nnlly to detcrnino tho plo.cc they should occupy in 
tho li f o of tho na tin n. 

Thu nrgunisation described s hould not be looked upon ns fincLl 
ancl ol torntinns mo.y still be mo.c'cc with a view to i□proving t:1:lc service. 
It is to be hoped thntthc experience gninec1 over_ throe yo~.rs r 1:rork : 
will ros!1l t in a grndunl ioprovcmont vrhich vrill gi vc this or6rmisation 
tho strength md exte_nt VJ'hich its founders wishod. 

POSITION OF THS 11 lvLi\ISONS DU PRulSOHNIEB.11 BEFORE THE LIB:SRl\.r;:ION 

The "rivhisons du Prisonnicr" .rrnro f nundcd by the Comr.1issnrint 
Gonernl flux Pris0nnt.3rs do Guerre. Rnpntries ct nux F,r,_millos c1o Prison- · 
ni ors- do Guerro ~t· t'ho beginning of 1942, n.t n. tir:10 vrhen tho fn.irly 
regular n.rriltal of. convrys of rcpo.trin.toc1 prisoners i'rou Gormr1.ny pro­
sont od .thc nuthnrities Hith tha·probloo of thoir reception ~nQ their 
roih~tQtJmont int~ tho French cdn□unity. 

From tho st,'7.rt , . the 11 lvbisori's c1u Prisonnicr11 took ,,-n tho tnsk 
of vrolcm~:ing -the rotUriL1.nr; prisoners, ri.nc1 particulurly of giving them 
and their f;~nilios inforr:intion o.nd advice , of hclpinr; thora, intorvon­
ing whore necessary on their behalf, ~nd providing tho□ with tho rnnte• 
rinl nnd moral opportunities for rol:)nbilitntion. 

From the start, sovor0_1 dopnrtmonts rrcro gro'!lpod to forr.1 tho 
"Maison a.u Prisonni or11 · : sooo nctu,".:'.l Goverm!lont dopnrtnont-s, such ns 
tho Socrotnrint S~cial, tho Secrotnrint au Rcclnsscccnt~ tho Bureau 
Agricolol others belonging to indoponc.ont orc;n.niso.tions, such ns tho 
Service '1odico-Social cle la Cro'ix-Rouc;o, tho Service c1b ln Fnmillo du 
Pr1sonnier, nnd sometimes nn .office of the C ornito Central d 1Assi stnnbr 
o.n office of tho prefoctoral adrlinistrrttir,n, ·and in tho southern zone, 
n r.iil,ito.fY. buronu. ·. ." ... 

'It is onsy to understand thoidon of uniting tmQer ono roof 
all tho orgnnisntions intorostod ih tho welfnro of prisoners. In 
principl o, tho prisoner . or the fa~ily Yrho cr,no to, tho II lviniru-on du Pri­
sonni Or:'11 fnunc1 there oxn,ct informr.tion on nll points touching their 
wolfnrc, o.nd thus vrnro spnred mn.ny cxho.ust:Lng onquirj_os. -

A fow months lntor tho Centres d 1~ntr 1Aido wore forDod with­
in the. fr,..,_mowork of tho mo.ison du Prisonnior11 , with the obj cot of bring 
ing 1.11 ropntrint oc1 prison·ors within tho sc0p0 of tho Commissn.rint I s 
social w0rk , ri.ncl. of. on.'.'"'.Qling tho II lvirtisons 11 to h0lp tho prisoners r_,nc1 
their f1.mill0 s, o.nd rep~trintoe gonornlly •. 

Supported ~-n this way by tho Oontros d 1Entr 1A1 de , the 11 M,'li­
sons des Pri8onnicr11 nn.turnlly been.mo -thopoint nt which tho official 
machinery ancl. tho pr.acticr.l Good.will of the prisoners 1 , own ropn.trintod 
comrndos w0ro nbl c to combine,. · 

POSITION QF,. THE1111 ivIAISONS DU PRISONNIER11 SINCE "TEE LIDERATION 

Tho liborntion of the . c ountry brriught considernblo cho.n[;OS . 
in the life of tho 11,Mo.isons du Prisonnior11 • The Ministry of Prisoners, 
Deportees nnc1 Refugees, which to0k over fr1: rr. tho olc1 Cocr.i.issnrin.t .'."1.UX 
Prisonniors do GuBrre po.ssed, on 4th November 1944, n.n n ct· b:, vrhich 
1 t took;' over th? □Q.q,:.1.Gor.10nt of the II Mai sons dt1; Prisonni or11 , ozt oncUhc; 
their scope to include other classes of exiles; politicnl deportees, 
etnd forced vmrkors . · 

• 
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By net of 16th Doco□ber 1944, the Ministry of ? .D.R. passed n lnw 
govornini:S tho 11 lvlnisons c1u ?risonni er et c1u Dcpo rte" • ··.· Thi•a lttvr -G;i vos 
de t a ils of tho alterations to be na.d e in tho structure of the 11 1vird sons 
c1u P risonni or ct du Deportc11 and outiincs tho c onditoris under which 
this or gnnisnti0n will work in future. 

ORG.L·.NIS 11.TION OF TK~ 11 lvii\ISONS DU PRISONNIER ET DU DE?ORTEll 

Natio nal orgnnisntion 

On the Nnti onnl level, nn office pl11ccc1 v1i t h in tho frr.me­
work of tho Srius-Dirccti nn de la Solidarity, of tho Directorate of 
S ocio.l .Affi;tirs , has bcc-n instructocl. to ensure the efficient running 
of tho 11 Ma.isons .c1u. Prisonnior et du Deporto11 scnttcrcc1 throughout 
the c,-; un'try. It controls o.nd directs their ncti vi ties. 

De:r2~trtmontnl orgnniso.tion 

The 11 Mo.is ons du Prisonnior ct c1u Deporte11 nre plnc(K:.· vri thin 
the frn□owork of tho· D9pr.rtmentn.l orgll.nisn.ti -~- n of tho Ministry. They 
forr,1 the 3rd Section, kiimvn n.s tho 11 .Assistnnco" S cati on of this de~ 
part□entnl Diroct or nto. . . - . 

A Director of one ··of th0s e ho;;:ios , who frnm tho nc1mi:r;-iistrn.ti vo 
point of view is under tho nut~nrity of tho Dopnrtnontnl Director, 
hol c1s fror:1 hin tho nocosso.ry phvrnrs to• carry out his work. 

Present org:1nisri.tion D.nc1 duties of the II Maison clu ? ris nnnior 
- et du Doporto 11 

Tho ossontinl principle of tho M. du P et D~ is that they 
should group in one builc1inc; , preferably situated in tho chi ef town 
of each dopart□ent , all tho assist,.,_nc o·servicos ~nd sociotios for□od 
f or tho b enefit of l'Opntr·iatos. This centr,.,_lisntion int o a single or­
g-;,..nisr~ti:on in no wny i nplics tho nbs 0rption of pr•iv'lto on.torprisos by 
tho Stn.to, but docs e n tho c,, ntr1t:1.ry pcr□it of c1is tincti0n between tho 
field of o.ction of. onch, and this nvoid. s intorferop.ce and C.uplicn.tion~ 

- ' 
In nddi tion, the fact of contrll.lis1nG tho. nee ds of the re- · 

pntrir. t e D .. nc1 his f mJ.ily in ri nq spot in tho Dcpa rtraont and of directing 
i'nfor□o.ti on concornine; these needs on to tho Nation,.,_l lovcll onD.blos 
the Govornnont to consic1or n.11 □ensures which □ir:;ht ho.vc t o be n.dop ted 
in tho gonor2l scheme. 

' Finally, thes o Hones must bo re.1.l socinl c ontros, o.nd shoul d 
naturally be · ::-..ttracting to those who h....,v o sufforocl c n.ptivity and exil e 

During the ncti vo period of ropntrla. ti on, tho IvI. du P • hnvo 
a_ tr'ery +r1port.'"'.nt pl1.rt t o plr1 y , but tho s orvi cc tho~r render must not 
be c ~- nfusoc7. wlt r .th/J.t of tho reception centres (" Centres c1 1Accuei1 11 -
C.P.A.Fi, of Dop0rtracnt~l.rcception 9ontros). Tho latter nro thore 
to holp the rcpa trin tos rri t .h the <~_if f oront formn.li tics n ttondant on 
their return, while tho M. du ? . mt D. shri ulc7. bo. in a position to ,c1i­
roct and onli~;htcn tho ropn.tri ntes on nli pro bl oms which concern thorn: 
Rehnbilit n..t ion, s0cin.l nn~1 logn.J .. questi ons, et c. 

Tho different M. du ? . ot D. have o..do-ptod nn o.lr,inst i (1cnti­
ct1.l orgo.nisn.ti0n f nr the · o. ccomplishiwnt of thoii1 tns k , except, of 
cours o, f or vnrintion in tho ext ont of tho dopnrtr..1cnts, nccorc1ing to 
whether they don]. with n l n.. r p;o tovm or o, s □n.11 ono . 

.. . In genor.'.l.l those hriuses coc.priso tho follouing dopnrtrJonts , 
tho functi ons of v1hich i7ill b o ·-oxnminod below : Diroctornto, S ocin.l 

·socrctnrio.. t,.~Socretnriat f or 11 Rocln.ssomont" (pr ofessionn.l roinstato­
t1ont) (univers ity c1ologato , n.griculturn.l socroto.ry) , Joc1i co.-Sociil.l­
Servicc , Milir1 

.. ry Buror1-u. Alonrsido thes~ osr;ontinl <lopnrtnonts , tho 
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IvI. du :?. ct D. lnclur"'..cs the Assoclri.ti C' ns D1Entr 1ah1o ?risonniors, 
Tro:'tl'a1llours ct Doporto.&·. 

1. Dircctirn ·(Dircdtorn~c) 

Tho Director, to nhon □ight bo attached ai:i Assistant D1rec- · 
tor, directs anl7. supo rviscs the activitles of the -VariGus c1epart□cnts 
D.nd the guner,".l running of th0 hous o; he centrn.11ses the reports nnc1. 
passes ther,J. on the centr.'.11 J;)irectorato; ho r.ml<:os n. r.rnthly report on 
tho n.cti vi ty of his Homrn; finr1..lly ho is responsible for the cb-ordina~ 
tion of nll tho dcpnrtwonts . 

Above · all, by his tact and personality, he should encourage ' 
the team spirti, whi9 is the more necessary that the various people 
who are working with him have very different bacl:s.grounds and they vari . 
technical directives. 

dation 
of the 
tees~ 

The Director is appoihted by the Minister, on the recommen­
of the Depar•tmental Director of the P,D.R. and wi tl:h the advice 
President of the Asc.ociations of P risoners, Workers and Depor­
Ho mlllt himself be a repatriate. 

2J. "Le Conseil do D1roction11 (Advisory Committee) 

Tho Director will be assisted by a Council who will bring 
him the support of their authority~ their ability n:nd their activity; 
they will exr,.mlno sv.ggcstions likely to improve the genern.l running of 
the House; thoy will determine the no.turo and e:v:tont of the assistance 
to bo given to thG Ministry by privnto org.rmisntions. 

It is to be composed of a representative of the three depo.r.t­
mental Associations (Prisoner~, Workers and_ Deportees) nnd of a re-· _ 
pres en tati ve of e ,..,_ch of tho organisn tions which ei thel.' form part of-iJ 
or arc housed in the II Mn.ison11 • 

3. 11 L c Secretnri,..,.t Sooi-al (S ocial Secrotnriat) 

The function of tho M,ison du P. ot n. being primn.rily sociaJ, 
it is obvj_ous that the Social Socretnriat forms its principal depart­
ment. It s own mission is therefore merged in th:~t of the 11 1vI['.ison11 n.r 
a whol~. This is the department which roc·eived the prisoners or de­
portees and thoir famil_ics, supplies them with information as to their 
rights, intorvonos on thetr behnlf with tho o.ppropriato orgh.nis ntions· 
on the depnrtmcnt~l, regibnnl or national level, helps th0m, inn word, 
in nll their und0rtnkings , Any problems which co..nnot be solved on tho · 
depn.rtmontc..1 J.1.1vol will be pass od to the nutionoJ. level. In tho sn.me · 
way, any suggestions likely ·to be examined as pnrt of o. ' genernl scheme~ 
and ·my infortnn.tion which j,i=:i worth p.'1s sing on to ~ther Depnrtments arc • 
reforrod to Governmcnto..1 level. 

The SociD.l S ecrot:,:rin. ts si:1oui<.l bo f· 0.milin.r with tho follow­
ing questions: 

. ... 
Allowances 

Military nllownnces (ox family nllownnce) 
Fonds N~tional de Solid~rity 
Family nllovw.nc os nnd oJ.lownnces of II Snlo.ireunique11 to young 

couples wi thr)ut children 
. AlJ.o;;JnnccR to old qorkers 

Agricul turo..l family ''..llownncos 
Allownn0es to rofugJes 
Bonus fpr the first child 
Liberation leave 0-x;Jonsos 
Li bora ticm bonus 
Plurity of ~llownnces 



Assignment of pay 
Half-pay 

· Equipment allowance 
Com1-ensation for bombed-out people .(in Germany) 

Food and Clothing 

Food 
Clothing 
Shoes 
Tyres · 
Tobacco 

Insurance 

Life insurance 
Sickness 11 

Maternity insurance 
Tuberculosis 11 

Workmen's compensation 
kgricultural insuranoe 

-Accident insurance 

etc. etc. · 

Social insurance (more specially for workers in Germany) 

Taxes and other duties 

Rents and leases 

Matrimoni~l litigation 

Recovery of credits and repayment of debtci 

War Damage 

· · Correspondence camps 

Allotments (Jardins ouvriers) 

Despatch of funds 

.. ' 

etc. etc·. 

3. Secretariat for professional rehabilitation 

•·· 

The duties of the above secretariat are to supervise the implementation of texts 
and the carrying out of measures destined to ensure that the repatric.1ted 1 ,risoners 
shall retain the rights thqy have gained, shall be guarm1teed re-employment' in 
business undertakings, re1::over their plac:e :in the national econom,y w1d finally that 
ttose who for one reason or another ar.a unable to return to their original employ­
ment shall be given the opportunity of other work. 

The 11gents of the "Secretariat au Reclassement" are placed under Lhe authority of 
the Ministry of P.D.R. and the Ministry of Labour. They are seconded frora the Office 
de Travc::i.il. From the technical angle they receive their instructions fror.i the 
Service central du Reclassement Professional of the Ministry P,D.R •. 

The scope of the Secretariat du Reclassement Professional includes the questions 
listed below. 

For wage-earners in conunerce and industry 

Reinstatement of th.a repatriate in his ~re-waj~ employment Provision of employ.m.ent 
for the repatriate in his profession, if he is unable to bem,fit from the law on 
re-employment. 
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Compiling records _ in connection with government ·responsibility for financial compen­
sation. 
Pre1_2.ration of rehabilitation contracts 
Secretar iat of the "Commissions do Travail" 

For employers and tradesmen 

Compiling records of ~quests for the re-opening or extension of businesses, for 
assignment of labour, raw me_terials or funds to ewer initial expenses. 

For agrj_cy.]-turalists 

Employment, and professional reinstatement of agriculturalists 
Professional rehabilitation 
Requests for agricultu!!al material 2-nd coupons fort he purchase of metal goods 
Allowance for return to the l n.nd 
Rural habitation 
Financial assistance - all forms of loans 
Establishment on the land 
Leases 
Distrib1.J.tion of seeds, fertilisers, insecticides, etc. 
Smallholders 

The agents oft he 11Reclr1.ssement Professional" -

Have their officeB at the Departmental ;igricultural Com.r:i.ission 
Put into effect, on the regional level, the law concerning prisoners of Wlr who 

we re civil servants, employees of public services, .and would-be-employees of public 
servi ces. 

Attend the meeting of the Administr tive Committee 
Follow up ariy questions which mo.y arise rego.rding the reinstatement of prisoners 

of war ir: the liberal _, rofessions and the position o.f students 
Are :in close touch with the univ0rsity delegates for the settlement of problems 

regardir:g tho repatri,_,tion of students and university gradtw.tes. 

4. lJiedico-Social Service 

The French Red Cr:Jss has beGn instructed to organise direct medico-social .'.l.Ssis~ 
tance to repatriated prisoners and deportees, as well as to the f3.m.ilies of prisoners, 
forced l::i.bour0rs, internees .... nd deportees who are still in Germany, and to this end 
set up th0 lviedico-Social Service of the Maisons du Prisonnh,:r et du Depo rte in the 
form wM ch it exists today. (l} It is de-centralised, and basod on depo.rtm0nt1...l 
delegations nnd local committees of tho French Red Cross. 

The Doctor, nominated in an advisory capacity by the Red Cross, in agreement 
with the Departmentr-tl Medical Council end t h:1 Director of the "Maison du Prisennier" 
slllould, in principle, be a repatriated prisoner. He must have a. thorough knowledge 
of the different welfare societies and services and of theirscope. 

In the Maison du Prisonnicr his duties are purely those of n director and techni­
ce.l advisor, nnd not those of n pr·.ctising doctor. 

5. Military Bureau 

Thu Milita1y Bureau of in charge oi' arepresent~tive of the 1;.rmy who cor,,es from 
the demobilise.tion_ centre .for the Department in which the 11 Maison'' is situated. 

The Milit .::1.ry Bureau, ns \vill be seen from its name, is responsible: for the , 
;3ettlemPnt of ill r.lilitary quePtions ·which ware not den]t 1vitb during the prisoner's 
short at:..,.y in the reception centre or thG demobilisation ccmtre. ,\.s the f :inc.l es1 
tablishmcnt .of the ex-prisoners I position mnkes it nucess ~ry for them to go through 
'.l number of formo.lities, the Military Bureau holds a very importe.nt ~lace in the 
"Maison du Prisonnier et du Dcporte.n 

6. The 11 Associc.tions d 1EntrJ,Ai~ 
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Tte Mihistry with the in.t:r10.tos to tecke the greatest possible pD.rt jn the life of 
their 11M.::. isons", £.md to this end helve ,; iven .:1 considar ~.ble pL.ce 'bo the .Associations 
d •Entr~.11ide aux Prisonniers do Guerre, aux Trnv.:J.illeurs et ,1ux Deport es. 11 In this 
wc-.y private organisations c nllc.bor,:..te closely with the official services • 

. · Theae Associations, or Dep:.1rtirn,:mto..1 . Committ0es of prisoners, workers and de­
portees l1::ve nt their head o. directing canr.d.tte..:, the secret :.1.rio.t. of which is set 
up in th-:::! Maison. Their object is to re-group the repatrL.tes by categories , end 
to give r,mtw: l help, which in the locn.l field, is an ext·ension of the work of the 
"Maison du P. et D. 11 Their receive the repatriates, welcome ther.1, . c c.re for their 
families , give them inforr,1ation and help, and act on their behlf with the municipal 
authorities. They must solve r,11 probler;;.s which arise on a locD.l sc: o.le. If they 
are unalble t o do this, they apply to thE.: "Maison du P. et D" or instruct the appli­
cant to go the~e. 

We have tried in the above me1::iorandUii1 to give o. short re.s.ume of the working 
of a gr oµp of services, the rarnificatL,ns of tWhich may appoor nt first sight s or:i.e­
what complicat8d . It mu t be reff,embered that this orgc:.nisation LL!J.Y undergo, in 
fe.ct will cert.c.inly undergo alterc:.tions which, as we mentiuned in the first section 
of td.s report, it w111 enabl0 it to e;ive i m.provod service. de are run.king every 
effort to ensure that these "Maisons" shall re, in the fullest sense of the term, th 
the"Home" of the Prisoner c.1.nd the Deportee. 

Feris, 17th 4pril, 1945 

(1) Foreseeing the extension of the services which will be necessitated b y the 
mass return of prisoners, deporteGs, interneeos end forced l abourers, tho 
centr a l adninistrati on i s cor.1pleting the orgnnis1:cti0n of a service which will 
mot-Jt the new needs. Meantiue the organisation s et up by the Red Cross is re­
tr.cined in its entirety. 

454773 
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To :· nr. Cart e1~ 
B'rom: 1.r .. Bradford 1 ·. 

_Dutch Camps for D.Ps. nearrParis 

On April 19th, following arrangements m~de by Mr.Carter 
with the l~etherlands Mission here, I made a v+s1t t;o seyeral camps 
for Netherlands Nationals in company with Dr. Brothwood of UNRRA, 
Mr. Klepert of the Netherlands Missiori and Lt. Col. I.H.Scheffer, 
a doctor, from HaQ,. Seine S ection, G.5. Mr; Carter was unable to 
make this trip himself because of his visit to Switzetland • . 

We vi~ited several camps accomodating a few hundred people, no1 
far from faris. Theyaare installed in country villas at Ris Orangit 
and ~vieridon. The ' establishments at Ris Ornngis are in or ndjo.cent t( 
a v illage. The othe r is in open 0otmtry si tunted an a smnll pla­
teau. In each case the buildings are surrounde~ by a · good acreage 
of park o.nd ga rden l _and belonging to the estates whic}:l hnd been pre­
viously vacated by their tena nts and occupied by the G orma ns. 

The Headquarters f9r administrntioh nnd all services is in 
Paris and further information on wolfo..re scrviC"Ern will hnve to be o~ 
tnined by n visit there. The follorring notes arc only basad on ob­
servntions in tho course of the visit nnd conversation with the 

"' Mission officer nho accomp~nicd us. 

Tho Cont1'c nt Ris Oro.ngis compri:ses three establishments. 

The first, which occupies tho matn o.nd o.uxilinry buildings of 
a villa ndj o.ccnt· to the villngc, nccomodn t cs mn.inly women and chil­
dren nnd families o.nd n feTT single men, They are accomodnted in the 
mo.in house. At the present time the men nre busy convGrting rm open 
air the~tre close to the house into roqgh sleeping qun.~ters for men. 
The bu:lldi:rig is nlroady roof od over with the stn&;e o.nd rmlled· in and 
floored. The job will be to wall in the other three sides and put 
in n floor. 

Tho second esto.blish.mont in another small villn nen.rby with 
rough accomodn.tion consisting mninly of straw bunks on tho floor 
houses men V!hO arc VD cns es or who nre "suspect11 fur other socinl 
or politicnl r0n.sons. Food is brought over from tho mnin ho use and 
presumably tho men oat from their own mess kits. Thero vrnro no table 
or b enches or other amenities visible. But h ero, as in the other 
centre, everything looked clco.n D.nd the CD. mpcrs looked ,.Nell s crubbed 
nnd in good condition. Flowers were also visible in th~s 2 men 1 s 
c:1mp - bunches of lilncs stuck in 0.n old ca.n or wino bottle. 

The third es:tnblishment is n. sm1_1-ll n.nd primi ti vo infirmary with 
n fully trained ~utch nurse . in chnrge. 

Tb ere are [~bout 300 poopl e L.1 thcs o ostnblishments at Ri s Ornn­
gia (figures to be checked by visit to Paris office.) 

Tho other centre n.t Mcridon is o. country villa on a small pln­
tecm surrounded by woods o.nd remote from nny village. There vrnrc 
close to 100 rrion in thif? en.mp. Some were· \70rking nround the plv.ce 
n.nd in a vogetnble garden ntt ached to it, but the majority n.ro out 
working_mninly on farms. Some return only nt week-ends. 

The men nro n.ccomodntcd in double docker wooden bunks with straw 
pallets ana blankets. Some of t i,_ose nround tho pln.ce were :mti.king 
vrooden bunks fol> tho open n.ir theatre n.t Ris Ornngis. Lumbar is sup­
plied by tho Fro~ch authorities, 

One of the mo.in p'robloms at Meridon :1ls. rmtcr \7hich has bo be m 
hnul cd in. J.herc 1s 11 deep vrell but the mnc~incry wo.s smo.shed by the 
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Germans,.nnd while water is lnid o~ they nre in difficulties over , 
supply until the pump cun be fixed. Thero is u lnrgc tank to supply 
pressure. Drninago• is ndcqunte, into a septic tank, but n.t tho moffl­
ment the water comes out of jerry cnns •. · Howe ver, cveryth'lng nJld 
everybody looked clean nnd scrubbed. . '. ~ 

... ~-'. .. 'r . . ,• 
At this time of ycnr1 each of tho obova :.:estnbJ.ishmonts hns 

mn.ny attrnctions _for vmrm wen.thor sen.sons, for the people st ,'.1ying in 
thorn c::i.n spend !host ·of tho time out -.of door13 in very nttro.ctivo sur­
roundings; oat door washing , S'~wing, en.rd playing, relnxo.tion o.nd 
cnmp duties were in evidence everywhere, .nnd they w9ro all getting 
plenty of sunshine.· Some of thchouses n.rc ri..lso plcnt:tfully supplied 
with balconies foraddi tiono.l sunning nnd wnsh· _lines. Indoors thqr9_ 
is tho contrast of the som,:itimes orhato wnlls 1 high, c·cilings :-md hare: 
wood _floors of n former luxurious chntoau and tho bnro furnishings, 
tho rough wooden bunks, benches nnd t~bles, n~d sometimes tho straw 
on tho flibor. But the mnin house nt Ria Orn.ngi@ whore tho fo.milies 
o..rc , .. housed is more fortunn.tc in ·some respects() It hn.d been 11· hono 
bof9rc tho war ro·r retired or infirm nctors, designed ::-i..s such , :i.nd 
its upper floors arc long rows of private . rooms opening oft' n corri­
dor. Ono sees thennmes of fnmous French actors in plaques on the 
doors 1i1dic, .... ting their endnwment of tho.t room. Now a rioro r:1odest or'.. 
cnrd or .piece of pn.por o.nnouncos tho na me of tho present ton nts. 
Families arc housed sopnrn.tod1y in those rooms whore possible nnd 
they hn.vo tho .,usual bcdroo□. furniture vrhich w,1.s lof t in tho plncey 
Downstairs some of the newcomers occupy bunks pnckec,l in tightly to­
gether in small dormitorioc. The people in ~his house bonefittod 
fror.i donated clothing D.nd bedding sent from England. Most of tho 
beds were covered by bright nttrnctive quilts • • 

Kitchen facilities in this house also include two excellent 
largo pressure cookers. 

Rations. The Dutch camps. received tho regular French milito..ry 
,No. 2 ration vrhich I think is the ration for th0 nrr.iod forces on 
less active duty. In addition the Netherlands nuthnritios pick up 
whD.t they c,, n - flour, potntoos, etc. - n.nd they CO'.'O growing so@o 
vegetables. 

Clothing is snidto be tho most diifficul t problem. ThcJ French 
ho.vo given 1000 cor.1plet r:i outfits, including boots (mon 1s clothing, 
I . believe.) As f.ontionod !)eforo , they hnvc hna. some supplies of 
d0nnted clothing which wns pr0bo..bly WJ..inly for wor:rnn rind children 
and sn1:10 bedding. Gro,rtt shortage of undervvenr. 

• Other suppli cs - very shprt of soap n.nd all articl cs of 11 wol­
fo.ro" , supplies - musical instruments, phoncigrapns and records, rc­
crco.tionr..l nnd s ev1ing mn t orio.ls, etc. Further po.rticulnrs to bo 
obtained. . Thero wore radios nt nll c,;.mps . They have boon trying 
to obtain bobks but it is difficul~ to find literature p1~ntod in 
Dutch hc)re. A fortnightly newspnpcr printed in London is distri­
buted, nlso a. small C!7.mp no1¥spnpcr • . P:1,pcr is n. probloo •• 

Medical supplies Po.rticultl..rs still to be obtn.inod from Paris 
office. Seri ous short~go of cott0n mentinnod. 

lviodian.l se1"viccs. Tho Nethcrl:.1nds authorities ; er:1ploy tv;o doctor: 
one n Pole, tho other nhnse ci tizcnship ls in d9ubt , probn.bly Pn1ish 
or st,'.:1.tcloss. Both -:;woro oducn.tod in Holland o.nd arc fn.r.1ili -"..r 1,1ith 
Dutch llfc. Ono. full ti:.10 nurse nt 'Ris Orr;,.ngis , :1.nd sovern.l mo.lo 
nurses or ·trm:iried n.ttendants nt .. other c ..... mps. Tho doctors supervise 
r.iedicnl s orvicos [1.nd attend to phr,tsicr.tl exn.ninll.tions by which men 
nre judges as to fitness for w, '\ rk ot1 tho n.r□ ed forces. Locn.l doctors 
in villages nenr tho cnr.ips nlso visit rcgulnrly nnd provide Mouicnl 
cnrc required~ Acute hospital en.sos n.ro cnrcd for in- rcgulnr civilinr. 
hospitnls. There aro na regulnr health clinics but tho local doctore 
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W0rlr a.nd wos~es. If tho r_10n n.rc f'i t they ·, re ci "thcr s c:(lt to 
ciilitc.ry scrvmcc or to work. There .is .a ·strong _dcr:mnd for l ,...,_bour, 
chiefly ,-:-,n Fron.ch fnr1,1s o.r for tho Ar,1cricrm r:1ili tury forces. Snoo 

· o.rc of course cr11pl ,~;ycd· in· the -co.r.1ps , -of v1hic::1 thoy expect s,·on to 
h-:i.vo eight . 

Wr1gos arc fixed 0t eq:,10.l rntcs with those of ._Frcnch lnbour. 
Tho lowest rpnid lnbourers ri.ro D()W getting .100 frs. o. dny :f'rrr_ rrhich 
they cr~ntri but c 30 fr. a dn.y _for food o.nd lodging if they li vo in 
'the C-':>..ET9. For th0s c who go out by tho dny n.rrr1ngcnonts .'.t.rc usu::i.1-
ly en.de rri th the amployor for tho noon mor:.l. 

P ers0ns riot fit for work receive nn rillownnce of 2OQ frs. for 
lC dn.ys, but the men in tho house for VD o..nd suspect cnscs receive 
just h".ll 0f this. Th0rc is ct smn.11 cignrottc:·r:-i.tion, .... _lso·. . . 

Tho policy is th1.t everyoi10 vrho cn.n vmrk must nork. 

SQnctions. For refus...,l to 0ork or other infrigomonts of tho 
rul cs tho u3u.,~1 so.notions n.ro loss of pocket E1oncy ! • nd cigr1.rott cs. 
for the □en in the house for VD nnd suspect cnsos therois tho nd­
di tionnl stricture th ..... t they nust not lonvo the grounds of tho cs -
tnblishment. If these ri10ri should lonvo without permission they 
viould soon bo in difficul tios for lo.ck of documents dl.nd 1"ntions nnd 
the Nothorl,"_nds consul:lt9s would be wnrnod to watch out for ti100. 

Religious s0rvices. A Romr:tn Cntholic priest visits rer;uJ.nrly 
nnd shortly two Protest.1.nit minis tors vvill con:1onco regular visits. 

Wolfnro o..rrnn~er:11=mts . A welfare officer visits the cnr.1ps as of-
ten as possible. o fr.1" it hns not been possible to secure fully 
tro..i nod vrelfnro sth.ff • There nro now sim: sr.J.r.tll cnops and there 
vlill soon be eight , all s orvea. fron Paris HQ,. Shortn.gc of oo,...,_ns 
of tr:.::.nsport, petroleum, , ..... ncl condition of tyros ns well o.s shortage 
of stnff contribute to service difficulties. Thay arc now cndonvour.­
ing to orgn.niso flylng squn .. ds composed of modicnl officer, v1olf.1.ro 
officer D.nd administrn.ti vo of'ficor which will mnko combined visits. 

There scorns to be little in tho wo.y of organised recrontion. 

Among tho WOJTIGn in c.:1.mp nre somo single girls - IJ.'1_inly Franch 
who n.ro not of Dutch nr..i.tion.'l.li ty but aro finnccos of Dutch r.10n. Some 
hnvo babies ...,_nd others nre oxpoctnnt mothers. Logn..l cor.1plico..tions 
ho.vo prevented them from getting r.m.rried. A foreigner vTishing. to 
m~rry in Frrnco must first obtn.in permission from the French ~uthoric 
tics to continua rosidonco in tho country for n ycnr and a dny. This 
tho Dutch . nn .. tiono..ls concGrnoc1 h,~vo boon unsuccossf1,1l in obto..ining, 
po_rtly perhnps ns a L1o'1ns of discourc,ging hasty or. ill-considered 
rno.rrio.gcs bctwoon French girls and other nntion{l,ls. As n result 
sor;10 couplos ·· h:1..vo boon living in co_;rnon lnvr unions. Tho wo□!ln bo­
coBos n Dutch citizen by mnrrin~rn. Those unrna.r1..,ied wooon o..ro still 
of French ci ti xonship 1:m.t if th:J:'l arc mot hors or expoctnnt mot hors 
thoy nro adni tted to tho Dutch cnrnps rmd cared for thoro. Most of 
the men arc norr nwo..y 1n tho nrmod forces or at wo1..,k. In tho 110,..,.114' 
tine the !fothc1"lnnds authorities hnvo t."JJrnn th,::: only log...,_l stop · 
which it is possible for thee to tnko (which c2.n bo token either be­
fore or 1.:.ftor tho birth Bf the child) in having both parents mo.kc · 
tho required doclnrntion 1mdor French civil lnv-1 to II recor;nizo11 the 
child as their own . This gives to the child tho s~no lcgnl rights 
of inheritance, support, socinl insuro.r..co and nssistn.nco ri::ensuroe , 
etc. as those of tho child of mo.r:-ciod. pnrc:nts. 

_§_Q}J_:-govornmont. Tho nuthori tics stn to th,'J..t a ttompts fl.t s olf­
governuont provcc.1 unsuccessful. lvinny of tho r:1en who wir;ht give leo.d­
orship hnvc of course boon trn..nsforrod to r;1iJ,.itn.ry service or' sent 
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mvo.y to v1ork. Pnrtios of men recruited for labour rrith the Amoricn.n 
militnry nuthoritios wore at first sent out in organised groups in 
chnrgc of elected 11 trustoes 11

• But the Araoric~ns so.on sent the trus­
tees back saying tho trustee$ weral' impossible~ No1i1 tho □an n.ro just 
sent o.ut j_n unorgnnisoc1 b:~.tches. 

In gencr~l, o.ccording to tho N ethorlo.ndsoff lcinls ,. the residue 
.of Dutch nn.ti rmals who rc□nined hereunder tho Gerr.inns h.'l.d t oo long 
Q schooling in sabotngc nnd rcsistnnco to authority to respond quick• 
ly to rcsponstbili tics of self-government o.n(:. their mnrri.le nnd cor.1-
r,mni ty spirit s not suffici ontly dovolopocl f c,r a solf-orgnnisoc. com­
muni ~Y~ - The suitable mcmboi-•s 0f tho carap arc roguln.rly empl oyed in 
the camp. 

Notherlo:n\.,7.s Nntionals Interned..., Some N ethorlr:i.nds nationals nrc 
interned in Frn.nco either o. s prisoners of . wnr 'or 11s suspoctocl col­
laborntcrs. Tho Nothorlnnds nuthori tics go throw;h thoir roco1"ds 
o.nd hnvo advised tho /l.Utho1"i tics which ones should bo rel.eased nnd 
v1hich should be retained in intornmont for the present • . Soi,10 of 
the men in th0 house for suspected cases are those c whose status is 
doubtful p::mcUng further oecurity investigations • . Somo nre o.waiting 
work ·· n applications to j0in tho Dutch f .orccs, etc • . 

Su ·loQontar information 
appropriate offic:i.n.Js in the 

will have to , be nbtrli nod from tho 
o.ris office •. 

' 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

OFFICE OF S 6 , I 
FOREIGN RELIEF AND REHABILITATION OPERATIONS 

October 71 1943 

Tor Miss Flexner 

From t L:1.thgow Osbome 

Subject:- Help to refugee camps in Southem FranceJ--4 

In comection with the attached airgram, 
A-1072, .from London, I have been asked by Mr. Kiaer 
of OEW llhether we had any plans to make additional 
shipments to these camps. I know of none. Do you? 

T GA.kt o.. ~ , .. ~ lAM'&. I< . wt.. 

~ '°""'-Qt•4 Mt~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ ho ~ ~~ ~ IAl\aJ/J,/ ,s 

~ t.o\4'"'' ~d • 

[~, ~\MJl ~ ~ 

\.o ~ --~ ...>--rl!. . ~ ) 
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OFR: LOsbome/vic 
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SUPlill,:E HE, D~U~.RT · RS 
.. llL'-' .i:uD? :DlTIOh. ... RY FO,. CE 

~ission (France) 

0 757 
25 November 1944 

SUBJ~CT: Supplies for Displaced Persons Centers in Cher 
Department. 

TO . 
• Commanding General, Communications Zone, 

...PO 887, U. ::. • ..;..rmy. 
L~ttention: G-5 Division). 

1. In connection with the general plan to locate Dis­
placea. Persons in Centers -:iOUth o.I' the Loire, the Yinistry of 
Prisoners, .Jeportees and Refugees has made the following 
camps available in the uepartment of Cher : 

Chateaufer: 650 
Yenesmes: 500 
Uzay-le-Venon: 700 
Dixier: 500 
St. .;.mand : 600 
Caserne Conde, Bourges: 400 
Dun: 800 

Of the above, st. Juna.nd and Bourges will be ready 
to operate as soon as supplies are furnished, and the others 
within 8 to 10 days. 

2. The French have agreed to furnish the following: 

a. :dministrative teams. 
b. Barracks. 
c. :tood. 
d. Beds and straw. 
e. Medical care. 
f. Kitchen equipment. 
g. ..,ail transportation for Displaced Persons to the 

Department of Cher. 

3. some supplies are urgently needed from the communi­
cations zone to set these camps in operation. It is a,,c-;Q~i& -

ftLA.,J.._.~......,.. Jrll~~.44.i...~~~~=i:s::i;:llm--that the following be supplied: 

a. 6 ,ooo blankets •j ~,-.-.-n k t 

b. Individual feeuing equipment - 1,000 sets. 
c. 2 11/2 or 2 1/2 ton trucks for gathering food 

and supplies. 
d. l jeep f'or administrative and medical services. 
e. 200 gallons of gasoline as initial fussue. 

- l ... 



, 

(Letter, AG 083.7-1 GE SUP,.{i!'.f.u ... .,U_.RTE .S, Afil., ... 1ission 
(Fr~nce), Nov. 44, subject: 3upplies for Displaced per-
sons centers in Cher Department, continued). 

4. Since the alternative to furnishing these supplies 
is to maintain Displaced Persons in camps North of the Loire, 
in an area which has reached the saturation point, it is 
recommended that the material requested above be made avail­
able immediately, and that Communications zone organize a 
truck convoy to transport these materials and the French 
teams to operate the camps to the city of Bourges, capital 
of the Cher Dep- rtment, on or about 28 liovember. 

For the Heud of l . .ission: 

B~uc~ ~.SUY, J,. ., 
Colonel _GD, 

..c .. djutu.nt General. 
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Su;, -r:n::-"• ~ -.,_,.,, ,. DQTT, R.,, -·-. ;_}O 
.C .i.1...l.'.Jl'· _w ~:..U~~ ,l •..._ ,i.. J..4'-Jf\.U 

ALLIZD E:X?EDI'rIOIT.1RY FORCE 
r-Lrnion ( F1 .. &nce) T!iIRD co::FERZXCE 

-TIIINUTJ.JS OF I'"°E£/l11-lTG :-i.2:raij _,._:r l. +<')0 HOU <.'J CN 22 NOV 44 - _____ ., ____ --- -- ·- -·-- •--·--- - - -- --
IN COi.JF.,.Dh.S::c ....:, 

Those present ".10re: -:... ... 

S~F, G-b Di ·.,rision, Di splo cea pe-rsons a:nd · !elfi.,.re .Brunch: 
Brigddie l'', :1. .. lJ .1·.s:tJi~Y--~ro·L.;~ 3 ~ 

SiiAEF, Eission to F'ran,:,a: 
Brigudier .3, 3- l ,i:~JL- , .'\.CSS , G--5 Division, 

---·-· Colonel r.=..,.:.cou: D":UG::;,.. .. s, .D,.G0S, G--5· Dlvision, 
Wing GoI11mander DhEN, G-5 D.:. 01isio•n, _Displaced Persons sectior 

-Lt. Colonel ·.nTI'.1£ , t: -n Public· ·-:-elf are ,3ec tion 
Lt; Colonel L.NC~-.ST.ri:R, G-.4. n 
Lt. co·lonel FJBB.n.:-rn , . G--5 n 

· Lt. Colone 1 .:\.lJ&~~-:.JL·, " . " 
... Lt. Colonel 11

.' .. fTITER , n · 11 

· i.:o j or B_ .R,.LL ~ 
-Eaj'or IJ~-,_CY ,. 
liuj'd'r . :r:iTLJrtBU".dH, 
1,:ajor l:i .. DLBY, 

G-.3 
Q'.--2 
G-5 

n 

ll 

tt 

" 

" 
" 

PHblic Health Section 
Exacutive section 
Transnortation Section 
.Displa.c0d I'crsons Sectio . 
Putiic H0alth .Section 

Displaced Persons Sectic 
It " !t 

Cap tu in ~frtl,_,U3, 
C(;.lpttlin B..2JrtG.1J1{0T, 
Captuin GORDON, G-'± 11 ·Eover:1ents and T:.: ... .11sport, 

1:inistry of Prisoner, 
Dr. I!;SCO.iTFIErt 
Captain :ct..,.Yl:otrn 
1'✓..adamO . FLZG 
K. DEt~OL.tJ 
M:.. de T.,.UDON 

Communications Zone: 
I.Iajor EV-2:RTS 
Captain L .. BONG2 

3ecurite Lilitaire: 
Com.a:.und.a.n t FEV.~T 

D3~ortees and defugeas: 

Deleg.....:te froG • 1i1.i..c; · Int2r-=1·1ied tlelu. tions Co.rru.-r:i ttee: 
. i.: .. 1.-i.F'OlJ . 

Intar.-Govcrnmen tal CO.illlni ttde: 
;.-: • V. ,.L.c.,'JT L, - .:>~ . I 7 .i:-1. 

Unlt0a ·a:...tio1is H.~•·-·bil-i-tut'io·n uno. a.alief ..:.u.11i11istn .. tion: 
1q· . o-... UT1~L .. ~t 

1. -Bri~aaier LEE opened the meetir.g ~Y indicJting sharpl~ 
the lack of success tha.t had b0en achieved in ·s~tting up the planned 
orgi:inisu tio.n to dedl with .the· Displuced Per.sons probltrn1. He con~:lid­
erod thtJ.t bltL.me· shoul'd not be ;ittributed to any purticula.r qL1arter, 
but that a.11 concerned French -and .~llied, were ot fault, und th~t 
not ne~rly a sufficient energy was being ~irected tow~rds practical 
steps in the right direction as agl:l.inst, p.u.per IJ2 uns. 

• 2. The problem included 500,000 DiwJl~cad Porsons- ~ho may be cor 
ing into Frt1nce from G~rmany within a period oi"' Clld montll; 100,000 
aussians and muny foles ure likely to reuch Frdnco shortly. 75,000 
Dutch and B~lgiuns ctre a possibility . There t.ld ~lso 2 1/2 million 
FrerJ.c.h.llien in Germany. From tht3 v1elfara point of view, the 1:inistry 
is confronteci wit~ a problem of' ·5 ,o~o: 000 people. 

~. Tu meet this _problem, very little has been done. 0.i.J.l.~T 9 Bo:i.•· 
der Cc.-trol RB-c .... ..t:'tion c~~.tres c1:re avc:1iluble out of the 20 ple1.nned. 
Tn-.;:se 9 s.ho~ld accom.m.ou.-...1.te lo ,000 people. In J:.'Dillt of fa<Jt, the tota.1 

nu.mber f .or v.ihich tliere is a st& ted re ceptio~-i c.·:-p~.:.c: ty is 1,500, this 
representin¥ u complete :fctilure. I.., is - qu.,.t e f:..1atastic thut against 
the ~bove figure;·the current -problem of receiving 4,000 RUboi_ns 
should ho.ve put -t.te ~"issior., -tr.P !,,.iiii::t-r•~r ~nd Co.,::·;:rnnic1.tions zone in 
u qu...lndury. Tu..., · ifa.i.b~l:i ty 0f ull concerned to cope with the demand. t, 
esser1tiul bL:1111 ... ~ts ,· acco:.c;.00.-...1.tion stores,. fuel re·q 1ireci to sat up tbs 
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Border Control indicdted l~ck of reuliz~tion by all concerned th~t 
thara w~s ~ job, of top priority ~nQ of great militury import~nce to 
be dond ~t once. In fJct, ~ction w ... s well overdue. 

4. Discussing point 1 , .. .1. of tl10 1,.gend'"", Brigudier LEE gdve de­
t.::i.ils of the sm ... 11 progress 01,cte in select.i.ng altern~tive Centres tb 
those i-l-t pr,;;;.s<iJ.nt bE:ihil1a.· U--r.:r..-:..n lines, 1.l tl.,.Yl\IJl'JD st.1ted th-....t the 
positiQ.{l . J.t. T11I0iJV'ILU. Wu.S bc.:.J.:.f L:1vestig._ted. now. · ._s the· selection 
of the CC?ntres in _ both · JP. c::.nc. o _,.l'LlY Group -....re..,.r-i is to -be finally ffi'J. ' 

by loc ..... l _ $-luthor1.ties; B1·.4 g,~dt'-!r :;:3_.= insisted t,.c..,·t the sites selected 
.mus~ be it:i,~ad by :the ti.~xt co~D~-•rence.. The 9 sites suggested in 6 
~~rmy · Gtoup .. ure"' were notcid b;.;, G __ pt · ... i:i R.YYOiJD, Brig.idier S~;,LISBURY­
JONE.:{ s-upp.prted Br-ig...idie:::.- ·::-..Jz::, :;...,1d s-t_, te'<i th:... t the success of future 
op·et;-~ t~_qµs . W,.;,S being j 'Jcf.i j.'(ti~e:..:.., · 

.li,CTION: Uil1istry of f 1:•_.:; as.::-.!.- ~r . .::: ~ D.arc·T tees und f.'.'efugees to report :J.t 
next conferan"!e ·on +-.;!'~8 . ...i. l t"n.r•·..iti·ves fo:· 12 Border Control 
Rt:ception ·centre f!. · s ;:-,:_ 'u 1:1g tr•:) ir requirements in m:1 teriE:l • 

r• . ... , 
5. Discussing point_l b, Lt. Col. T .. NN.E1-<. stuted thc1t the situa 

tidn~ . us regurQs vehicles· to be. turned over to the Kinistry, was un­
oert~in pending return of the p...,i.rties truveling in Fr.;.1nce in order t<' 
det1l with this mutter. 

.... CTION: Lt, Ceil • . T_ .. :fl ,r~ · to re port . :1 t next' mae ting. 1:eanwhile the 
responsibility rests on ;;.J?propri:J.te commanders. 

6. Discussing point 1 c, Lt. Col. '1lITTE rev.d a full report en 
cc.1ptured piu.terio.l , . of which tln extr ..... ct is u tt ..... ched, murked :i.ppendi.x. ... 
concluding his .rapQrt, Lt. Col. ,:nTTE stuted thut none of the c ...... ptura 
enemy mi..l.ttrial Cdn be touched until completion of inventory. It wus 
pointed out by :i;.,.t. · Col. L.J·T_C~3T:ER th:.1t there vJas· nothing in the ex­
isting in13t.ruc.tion13· to prevent the disposu.l, in accord:....nce with the 
existing poiicy. lc:;,iµ ciowff by the Supr~ .... e CouL_.w...,vr, .~rot--er dis;iosal 
being mu.de ,for _captured ··viur !i1.4 ter L..1.l prior to completion of .inventory , . . 

7. B.rig_4aier LEZ su·ggested· centralizing demo.nds for clothing 
r ·rom ""ll Border. -Control pintr~s in order to obtain priority . 

~-.CTION: l,J'.inis'try< of · .r'I'J.donars, Deportees and Refugees to stu te their 
need.s. - · · - ' . 

publicJ:lelfure Section to discuss with Comm.unic:.i.tions Zone, 
G-4 Di v1sion, I,:ission to urge G-4 Di vision, Communic.:.t tions 
Zone t0 h~nd over all suitubl~ captured fuateri~lto the t~n­
istry of ?risoners, Deportees and R~fugees urgently. 
G-5 Divis-ion, 1:ission to ask Sh..E:E· ·i,;o tcike all possible .. · ~t 
acti.on to call f orwurd imrneai& tely all c_,. clothing and foot­
weur &nd all 1./dlfare t~a terial intended for France. 

8. Blc:i.nkets ~ itinistry of Prisoners, ne,portee s dnd Refugeas re­
port thdt, apdrt -from there_ being no blankets• for the Russitins, there 
ware none for 49,000 Frenchmen pushed Q;,.ck in, the }foselle · area, in 
l4ro.entt..ble con9-i tion • 5,000. cc-.ses of .diphtheriu ure repo;rt_ed:. Cap­
t~inL. .. BONGE stc.. ted 1-2·, 000 bl'ar.J.rnts have·. left .G;H.J:I:RBOURG ·ror .REIUS, 
which ure destined for t'he Ru:::;siuns, thJ.t there ware 12,000 blankets 
coming to Paris by the end of the present week, and 12,000 further 
bl~n.k:Gts being rdquisitioned, also coming to Puris. 

. . 
.n.CTION: G-5 Division, Mission to ask SI-L.EF to instruct Cornro.unicationE 

Zone to forwurd · immediately 100 ·,000 blankets to the Kinistry 
of Prisoner, ·Deportees and Refugees, -Paris, for use as fol­
lows: 70,000 to meet imo1a6.ii,i te French and Russian needs. 

,_ , -30 ,ooo to stock ~ ~sting Bvrd~Control Centres, 
· the ,lutt0r on sc~ 01 2 blankets per person. 

G-5 Division, }Ji·ssion to ask S}L.EF to issue orders to _,.rmy 
Group·s th::i t .i:(efugaes should tc1ke with them, wherever possibJ 
bl_i:l--nk~ts .. · ahd clothing. ,, . 

9. points a .... and ~ .of the .n.genau wcra held. in ubeyunce, owing to 
0.bsenoe of Col. H.uillY (Pµrl), Liujor BiiO-,n; und Lt. Col. ILtmY ( c._;, , Z) -. 

. ~-·• •, - -~. ··-

. l 



,. 
10. Rail Transit Centres were discussed, and N.'~NCY and VESOUL 

confirmed, Tue supply centres proposed at CONFL.'.NS, Ri.NCY and VESOUl 
were agreed upon, subject to confirmation by 'Colouel. IERDY (:PDR) 

... \.CTICN: Ministry of Prisoner~, Deportees and defugees to report at 
next conference, progress in establishing the a.bova ruil 
transit centres and supply depots. 

11. ~·..,gencia pctragru.ph 2: r ... the discu::::~ion of the ORL.&.lJS/lA 
COURTINE pl<;1n for reo.rwu.rd-movament of Russiun.2; l ~ajor R ,.R,.LL reportc. 
9n the reconnuissd.nce ht;:, Ilc;.d. just comp.7_6 ted in the BOU1iGiS und CLER­
li;ONT-F .lRi.-L~ND ured. Bro"""dl:✓- s_;, -:-~~ 1.d.o.g, ~, oOO could be ac comm.odc.1. t0d in 
the depurtment of CF3.U cl ... ~6. ..::. :.': Ul'ther in the r8gion of CL.Sill.:ONT-FERR:,.I 
The tlegional Ccmmissioner had. infor~ed i,:ajor B .• t' ... ,..LL that these figur , 
might even be expanded.. ?11:: .J (•.=:;~51'1.c.te does n::e, ::i:clude L -... COURTINE 
itself. 

12. rt was st.uted by C,ipt.a.in R,.":Ci.:or r. thc:it the SNCF could arrar. 
special trains, provided that 48 hours notice were given and details 
of numbers to be transported and points of departure and arrivdl. 

13. It was pointed out that the crossing of the River LOIRE 
hti.s now been established at RO~i.NIJE, which would, in certc1in cases, 
facilitate movement into the CLER.'ONT-FERRi.lID area • 

• -i.CTION: Ministry of P.:cisoners, DL:l:'-rtees and R1Jfugees to develope 
ontop priority the provision of accommod~tions in CHER and 
CLE.tii,:ONT-FERR .. lID areas. 

13. The immediate problem of Russians due to arrive from 12 
~:..rmy Group arec:1 was discussed. Tue schedule was st .... ted to be as 
follows: 

20 November 1944: I.,000 to Chalons ( this was subsequent 
ly changed to 500 to Epernay 
und 500 to Compiegne). 

21 November 1944: ?00 to suippes. 
22 November 1944: 1,000 to Chalons. 
23 November 1944: 1,300 to Provins. 
24 November 1944: 2,000 to r~aaux. 

Communications Zone stuted thut supplies were going down to 
Provins and L:eaux on 23 and 24 November 1944. 

Ca.ptctin n, ... YKOi'n.) complained that he had not been informed 
u.bout tllis move und could not take the responsibility of accomm.odc1tir. 
these Displaced Persons. T,Jing co.mr.1c1.nder DEHN stuted that the :rtinistr 
htid been informeu by the convers~tion which he had held with Dr. 
ESCOFFIER, in the absence of tJ• de RICCI, on the afternoon of 18 Nov­
ember 1944. Capt1::.in R.Yl.-OND stcJ.ted thc:1.t the r.:inistry of · Jar had now 
refused to releuse the burr1:J.cks at Provins and Meaux to his Iv1inistry. 
It was pointed out by Brigadier LEE that the problem of accommodating 
the D1o~l-ced Persons was a French responsibility and that the .matter 
of the requisition might hc:1.ve to be referred to i.r. GOULET. It was an 
emergency problem and accommodation would have to be found for the 
Displaced P0rsons who were to arrive on the dc1te stdted, Coopercttion 
W/:J.S necessury and not obstruction. 

. . '• 

In swnma•rizing the iillI'.ledicl te problem, .Wing Commander DEHN 
~tc1.ted that ac·coriuaodation would have tp · be found _ f.or 20,000 Russians 
in the very · immediate future ·. Brigadier · LEE :re.r.1:i.rrd.ed · the conference 
t!¼i-J, .. !3-P.Q.?mmod;...tion existed for 20 ,ooo in the .-CLEru:onT-FZRRi.:m distric· 
for · lCi";OOO at L~~: COUl:tTINE , · and ·for 3 ·,080- .at BOURGi:S,. a·nd that ,it was 
up to the Ministry, Communicc.1tions Zone and the Eission to make a· pla: 
to ens·ur:e priori ties. It was decided to hold a. meeting between these 
elemen~s _of ,'~he ' 'Confe-renc·e ·, immediately after -we. c.onf.ere.nce adjqu~ne, 
in orde.r tp_ df:s ·o-uss the_ n~_ees·sary a-<,tio"n t'o ·be .tt1ken. 

14. --~Cap1lai'n GORDON enr0has.ized that·.·it -is. essential th'.lt d ·r::1·r3..Q.S· 
portt:i tion off ic-er from. Cw.mrr ... urti·ca tiorts zone should attend these meetin; 
in future. ~ .. . !: .:. · 

t 

~:cTION; Cu.uJ.L..unic-1tions Zone to Sdcure the u.ttendunce of such an 
officer. 



.,··: : )i-i:..~=-:.:·FI''an<.·h·-!:__r~~E-1: _ Brigadier LEE wished to be quite clear o 
wti~ t h~d. to be dom:: in 01-ucr t o i 'l'lprove the si tua.tion on the Borde r 

_ T.Q.i- R,Ugsian r,roblem. Was on the Wa.y, b~t, .i. • .;.it~i ,:;&i: h ij_ d been done a bout 
. '.: t.hla. -- .Fr·.c-p.oh_; p-rol;)lem yet. ·He asked for a list of the l"rv.i:..a.h r eq uire­
. m.:en..ts. ~ .Qaptai.n · STH..US observed thut the .main difficulty in obta1.~-­

s .U:p_plfe s ·appeared to be d_ue _to the fact . thut_ G-5 •Division, Communic . 
. .. . tio.ns -~on@;, c~nnot ,-ol:5ta1n ·· anything from. G-4 Division, C".mmunic.;;ttion. . lo/ • .• . . 
·:, .. ,L,01113. :, 

~ - " '- L ~ ,·· . . , 

:. •·· ACXIOl(: :·~-G~$ -· Division, Misl:jlv11.· to. o~ti.in from the Ministry of Priso 
~ ~-~ · , _,. _ ·-. ers, ·Deportee's E.nd ·-H.o;f ugees r~ q,uirem.ents (.other than blan-
·, '·· -kets whic·h ~re covered by action under puragraph 10) needeL 

• C 

in order to enable the ex-isting Border Control Stiitions to 
accommodate the maxim~ number of persons according to· 
space c.1v~iluble. · 
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3UBJECT: Clothing stocks in Brest, Cherbourg, Bussy and Belgium, 
{ Namur .n.rea) • 

1. Brest: 

a. Lt. Col ... litmer states that there is no correct informa­
tion as to figures or ~1ereabouts of these stocks, consequently they 
~annot be counted on agaiLst emer,sency welfa::i:'e rag_uirem.ents a-., submit­
ted by ~.; . Gregoire from F:ran...!h r.._._ t,ione.l welfe.re 2.g,~ ncies. 

b. Lt. Col. ··:it11<.e :;__• is not suJ'e w.i.1at has become of captured 
stocks in Brest. Ee thoL1()lt so.me salt had been turned over to French 
but doesn't know by or to whom. 

c. J.., small quantity of clothing was turne·d over to local 
"French officials in Brest by Bri ttiiny Base Section. · Name of agency 
to whom clothing was sent is unknown. 

d. 1.:iss Anderson, .American Red Cross representative at 
Landernectu, reports that 6 to. 8 hampers of captured vromens' swe~ters, 
infants sweaters, boys suits and chiidrens shoes taken at Brest were 
turned over to the .American Red Cross for civilian use. !:iss Andersc ·· 
visited ?o-✓l ca.cJ.p 12 at st.-Thegonnec where Brest stocks are salvciged. 
Jolonel in charge said no clothing could be released. Kiss Anderson 
stated that as fc1.r as she knew no Sdlt had been relet1.sed. 

2. Cherbourg: 

a • ..>00 tons of clothing reported in Cherbourg is to be 
Jrougnt to :Paris. 

b. 160,000 blanlcets we~e in Cherbourg and have been disposed 
'.)f as follows: 

20,000 to 12 Army Group • 
i2 ,0_00 sent to ChAlons-sur-J;drne for Refugee camp . 
l.; ,000 to Entr' Aide to be used in la 1-:anche in exchange 

for 13,000 in Brittany to be .t{lken from Entr'Aide 
stocks. · 

20,000. turned out to be cotton. 

rhe balance is being held in reserve for possible' military use. 

3. Bussy; 

a. An unconfirm.ed_report from Lt. G~ra~d, French Liaison 
Ni th Co.mm.unicdtions ~on..e r 'epFesenting u. coulet' s office, that 100 
tons of CA clothi.ng fropi Bu_ssy stbcks were turned over to French by 
21 Army Gruup. Tnere is no Qroof of.this statement._ 

4. Belgium ( Namur ~) : 

a. ADSAC h?-S: 10,000 overcoats 
4,000 mens suits 

300 womens suits 

!aptured from Ger1I1o.ns in Namur ared which are being turned over to CA 
Ln area,· especially for ~isplaced Persons. 

' 
5. I.:eans of securing control ovar wc1r booty unknown . · 

6. Ia orcter to effect more satisfactory control of these stocks 
Lt is recommended: · · 

a. That,--G-5 Ccr.:'.":uni-ea.tions :.one _.turn over s uoplies only to 
:ission Fran~aise 'a. t .A.pprovi~f6nnements wi.th a copy of the requisition 
;iven to ~he ~iss~on (France) anQ a copy to 1:. Cuulet's office. 

f 
' ,. I ..... 



b. That all welfare supplies brought in for free distributi 
s"ho'uld- bet :a·ll:ot·t.ed ·i n• -c9.0p~rl:ition ~vith the American J.°\ed Cross ( or any 

.. o'tl're:r e.g-ency.J'. ,·c:oncer~ed) · to- t11e <;esig?ated French agencies after agree 
"Z .ment with-• r.: • . Oo~1ei -' s _9::.f.f ice ., w-1..th .a notice of the action taken to 
i communicd. ti·ons zone G-5 supply and to Mission Fran~aise d 'Approvision 
;;- ne.ment:s.-~-- ."'··,. · 
(, ,, 

•'· ' ··~~ .. rrha"t .the .. Mission (Franc·e )' keep a record of the supplies 
coming in. 'f-or· free di -stri bu tio-n _ o-r otherwise allotted to welfare 
agencies a&,1inst emergency welfare needs, as requested by t:. Goulet' s 
otf:tc-e ," on beha-11' ·of t.p.~ ·French national we lfct re agencies, in order 
tha.t we: may know. t ·o what ·exte-pt we are meeting this request at any 
given time . 

7. It is further suggested that we . discuss with the French the 
possibility o·f Jtistrib:-uting the ·CA supplie'.i:? through French welfare 
agencies in order thit the individuals in gre~test need will be si;.ltis­
f led ·and :t ·o --~'ilill.tnate::_the, _possibility of these supplies goint into 
black market channels. 

. . . .. 
•·· j • • .·; t, • I 

. ••:: · 8.. -· 71areho-use.s \.:. ( Co,nt.rol.. r~oced.ure ).: 
·.• .,, ·:,, ,.... ~. 

' . 
a. 'A numbe-r : of· Wdr.eho u.se s ,hav~ _;. been ·_ lE,vestigt:i ted and consid­

orable stocks have been discovered, control of which· is in ·the hands 
Jf the ~.e-rtc~n Ar.my ~uartermaster and the French. 

· --- · ::, b. -~ :·Kany •of .· t.hes e· ware.ho.14-ses are J1QW ;•-being -t,~;i:-11:ed ove r to the 
Delegdte of Inter-Allied Relations, who has a committee in which Freno. 
:v:111 tary A.uthoritie ~ · are ,·repre~~nted • . 

c. ·,1dre l1ouse s- t.: re- turned . over -- unil;lvento_ried. French have 
.iSh.ed tha.t nothing pe re.le'iLsed uf}.tiJ... th~y cei.n· l;>e ' :inventoried, _which 
consi tututes ~ r;iothiug ·. mor~-- t.i}a!l g.:•:eb;lnge 0( guard. · .. 

r·:-, ..., • • • • ,., .. ' ., • t • 
, I • . 

d. As soon as inventory is taken report is submitted to G-4, 
3eine · !Jectinn. G-4 reviews the inventory e.nd if none of the items 
:1.re of inter~-$t ' to them.;• .. th.t:3 ma,tter -if turned over to G-5 who issues. 
:1 receipt for the wc1.rehouse and the .materi•a1 is then at the disposal 
of tbe.; Francn.· · If inventory cont1:dns any 'control items', Seine Sec­
tion clears this. with· Co.m.rn-u_nicti.tions zone, G-4 .uivis~on •. 

E;-~-· ·Al:1: such material, which is turned over to Arrny ~udrter­
naster is extremely difficult to obtain because of supply shortages . 

' ' 
1905 tons of · CA- clothing available in u. s. called for today, 22, Nov 
1944, delivery in January- (In addition to are others to . be for sale . ) 

'.JOTES ON CONFi .. -tEHCE ''lITH AL.i;tlIC~~-N rlED CROSS: - ------ - --------- - ---

- .. 

1. · ·s~:.ipments of RC clothing and supplies in southern France: 

.. 

Total landed: 900 tons. 

a . 250 Tons - loaded on rail wagons tqday ~t Toulon, for 
shipment to Paris. Expa cted -in Paris in week or 10 days . 

b . 50 tons being shipped to 7 Army, Epinal 

c. ):00 tons to be shipped to 7 Army in ne-:ir future. 

;d .• 4-00 tons to be shipped to 3 Army at Lyons. 
,. 

e • -200 to.ns, distributed in southern France. 
~ ~ ... . ' ~ 

f. 200 tons to be allocated. 
~ tons TOT.iL 
250 tons enroute. 

~-::·.-- ·:. ·.:· · 2. Received in Cherbourg_ relief, clothing-and supplies from. 
.. . )9.~ :-~e~~.mct.Il Dawey. 

300 Tons !ncluding: 800 
50 
60 
60 

boxes for children 
n · clothes "for ·children ,, 
" 

soap 
shoes 

·✓ 



, 3. To be shipped todtiy from 3outhampton to Paris~ 250 tons . 

4 . Shipped today from London to Brest: 100 tons. Some C •• sup-
~ plies unuoubtediy are being sent forwdrd - but where you secure & 

record of it I have not discovered. 
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