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UNRRA MISSION TO FRANCE = REPORT FOR PERIOD
L=51 May 1

EXCERPTS OF INTEREST TO Res AnND We DivISIONS

Pe L5t CAuPS: THE NUMBER OF DePs CAMPS IN FRANCE 1S DECREASING, AND ONLY
soME 8,000 DISPLACED PERSONS NOW REMAIN IN CAMPS, THE
MAJORITY OF WHOM DO NOT WISH TO RETURN TO THEIR HOMESes THES
ARE BEING ABSORBED GRADUALLY BY THE MINISTERE DU TRAVAIL,
AND IT 1S HOPED THAT BEFORE LONG MOST OF THEM WILL HAVE
FOUND WORK IN FRANCE,

DePe ENQUIRIES & REPATRIATIONS
THE NUMBER OF ENQUIRIES REACH ING THIS OFFICE INCREASES
DAILYe ON AN AVERAGE TEN PERSONAL ENQUIRIES AND TWELVE
WRITTEN ONES ARE DEALT WITH DAILYs [N VIEW OF THE CLOSING
OF CERTAIN TRACING BUREAUX MORE ENQUIRIES OF THIS NATRUE ARE
RECEIVED THAN BEFORE,

WELFARE WORK IN(DsPs CAMPS °

“1) PARCELS FROM THE DON DES JEUNES, SWITZERLAND, WERE
DISTRIBUTED TO POLISH CHILDREN IN THE METZ TRANSIT CAMP,

2) MmMEs DuLmo, WELFARE WORKER AND IN ERPRETER ATTACHED TO
THE MINISTERE DES ANCIENS COMBATTANTS ET VICTIMES DE LA C
GUERRE, WHO HAS BEEN ENTRUSTED WITH THE TASK OF
ACCOMPANY ING T-E CONVOY LEAVING METZ oN 2LST MAY FOR
POLAND WAS CONTACTED. SHE WILL SEND A BRIEF REPORT ON
HER RETURN J# AT THE BEGINNING OF JUNEs

3)IT HAS BEEN POSSIBLE TO ASSEMBLE A CERTAIN NUMBER OF
ARTICLES MADE IN THE CAMPS TO BE SHOWN AT AN EXHIBITION
WHICH I8 TO TAKE PLACE IN LONDONe DBOOKS DEALBNG WITH
MEANS OF OCCUPYING CHILOREN'S LEISURE TIME HAVE BEEN SENT
T0 E«Re O

RELATIONS WITH VARIous Soci AL ORGANIZATIONS

MUOH=BORRER O NBENOE= S ~EaFANKER ~EYERF=N+BFE~-BF-FE~

MUCH CORREBPONDENCE 18 ENTAILED EVERY MONTH BY THE RERUE~
REQUESTS FOR HELP OF VARIOUS KINDS WHICH REACH THE RELIEF
SECTIONs AID CAN FREQUENTLY BE GIVEN BY FRENCH
ORGANIZATIONS, BUT THESE CASES INVOLVE A GREAT MANY
NECOTIATIONSe THE SAME MAY BE SAID OF THE NUMBEROUS
CALLS MADE AT OUR OFFICE, EITHER BY REPRESENTATIVES OF
SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS OR BY PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS,

FRENCH SOCIAL SERVICES ARE FREQUENTLY CONTACTED, IN
PARTICULAR THE ENTRTAIDE FRANCAISE, WHICH ON EVERY OCCASI
ION MAKES THE MAXIMUM EFFORT TO SATISFY THE REQESTS WE
BUBMIT, WHETHER THESE BE FROM THE PROVICES OR FROM PARIS.

THROUGH THE INTERMEDIARY OF THE "SeEcours MennonN)TE"™ weg
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DISTRIBUTE THE PARCELS FROM THE

Don DES JEUNES ,LAUXANNE, DESTINED FOR THE CosleMsADE o
AT SANVIC.




THE "MAISONS DU PRISONNIER ET DU DEPORTE"

INTRODUGTORY. NOTE

The object of. this memorandun is to bXquin the position as
reulrua the "Mnisons dw Prisonnicr et du Deportch, their organisation
and nisslon, and fimlly to determine the place they should occupy in
the 1life of the nation,

The orgnnisation d&seribed should not be looked upon as final
and nlternticna moy still be made with o view to improving the sorviee,
It is to be hoped thatthe experience gained over three yoars! work
will result in a gradunl improvement which will give this orgonisation
the strength md extent which its founders wishode

POSITION OF THE "MAISONS DU PRESOQINIER" BEFORE THE LIBERATION

The "Malsons du Prisonnicr" were founded by the Commissarint
General nux Prisnnni:rs de Guerre Ropatries et aux Frmilles de Prison-
nicrs de Guerrc nt the boginning of 1942, at n timo when the fairly
regular nrrival o¥ convoys of repatrip ted prisonbrs fron Gurn"ny pro-
gcnted the nuthoritics with the problem of thelr rceeption ~nd thelr
roinstatcement int~ the Freonch cénnunity,.

From the stnrt, the "Molsofis du Prisonnior! took on tho task
of welcoming the ruturn\n‘ prisoners, and particularly of giving them
and thelr famlllies information and advice, of helping them,; interven-—
ing where nceoessary on theoir bohalf, nnd providing thoem with the mate=
rinl and moral oppcrtunlitics for rehabllitation, :

From the start, scvernl departments werc grouped to forn the
"Moison du Prisonnier" ¢ gsone ncturl Government departments, such as
the Secretariat Socinl, the Secrectarint au Reclassecment, the Bureau
Agricole, others bulonrin to independent nrgﬂnisﬂti“ns, such 2.8 the
Service Eiecicn-aoci 1 de la Groiv—Rnurc the OUTVICG de la Famille du
Prisonnler, and sometimes nn offlce of the ¢ omite Central d'Assistanéc

an offlcec of the prefectoral ﬂdrinlstr'tl n, and in the SOuthern zZone,
o militory burcau,

It 1s cnsy to understand theiden of uniting under one roof
2ll the organisations intercsted ih the welfare of prisoners, In
principle, the prisoner or the family who cone %o, the "Mnipon du Pri-
sonnlcr" found there exnct information on all boints touching thelr
welfare, and thus were spared many cxhausting cnquiricse.

A fow months later the Centres d!'Entr'Aide were forned with-
in the fromework of the malson du Prisonnier®, with the ob)eet of bring
ing nll repatrinted prisoncrs within thoe seope of tho Commissnrint's
social work, nnd of cnobling the "Malsons"™ to help the prisoners nnd
thelir fﬂmilie 8, and ropﬂtriﬂtua generallye- >

Supported in this way by the Oontres d'Eatr'Alde, the "linie-
songs des Prisonnicr" nanturnlly bocame thepoint at which the officlnl
- machinery and the practicnl goodwill of the prisoners! own repatriated
comrades were able to coroin».

POSITION OF THE""MAISONS DU PRISONNIER" QIITC;"'”‘FW LIBERAT ION

Thc liberantion of the ¢ ountry hrﬂuphﬁ conslderable changes
in the 1ife of the "Malsons du Prisonnior", The Ministry of Prisoners,
Doportees and Refugees, which toak over fr“r the old Commissarint aux
Prisonnicrs dec Guerre passed, on 4th November 1944, an act by which
it tookiover the manogement of the "Malsons du Prisonnior", oztonding
their scope to include othcr classes of exiles, politicnl deportocs,
and forced workerss :
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By act of 16th December 1944, the Ministry of P,D.Rs passed a law
governinz the "Malsons du Prisonnicr et du Deporte".- this law @ives
details of the alterations to be nade in the structurce of the'linlsons
du P risonniocr et du Deporte" and outlines the conditons under which
this organisatlion will work in futurc,

ORG.ANIS ATION OF THE "MAISONS DU PRISONNIER ET DU DEPORTE"

National organisation

On the Nationsl lovel, an officc placed withlin the frome-
work of the Snus=Dircctinn de la Solid arity, of the Dircctorats of
S ocial Affailrs, has becn instructed to cnsurce the efficlent running
of the "lMaisons du Prisonnicr et du Deporte" scattcred throughout
the countrye It controls and directs thelr activities.

Departmental organisation

The "linisons du Prisonnicr et du Deporte" are placed within
the framowork of tho Deprnrtmentnl orgnnisnti-n of the Ministry. They
form the 3rd Scetinn, known as the "Asslstance® S cetion of this dew
partnental Dircctnra%o.L '

A Director of one of these homes, who from the administrative
p oint of view 1s under the authority of the Departmental Director,
holds fronm him the nccessary powers to-carry out his work,
Present organisntion and dutics of the " Maison du P risonnier
ct du Deporte"

The esscntinl principle of the Ms @u P et D4 is that they
should group in onc buillding, preferably situated in the chicef town
of cach department, all the assistnncc-services and soeicties formed
for the benefit of repntriantes, This centranlisation into a single or-
goanisntion in no way implies the nbgnorptlion of private enterpriscs by
the State, but does en the contrary permlt of distinetion between the
fleld of actlon of, each, and this avoild s interfercnce and duplication,

In addition, the fact of centralislng the nee ds of the re- -
patrinte and his family in ong spot in the Departnent and of dircoting
I'nformation concerning thesc needs on to the Natinnnl levely enables
the Governnent to consider all measures which might have to be ndopted
in the general schomos

Finally, thesc Homes must be ronl soelal contres, and should
naturally be attracting to those who hnve suffercd ¢ aptivity and oxil:

During the nctive perliod of repatriatlong the M¢ du P 4 have
a_wvery importont part to plny, but the service they render must not
be e nfused wit: ,thatnf the reception contreos ("Centres dl'Accucil" -
CePeileFo, of Deportmental recception centree).s The latter nre there
to help the ropatriates with the diffeorent formnlitics nttendant on
thelr return, while the My du Pe&t D¢ should be in a position to .Jdi-
rcct and cnlichten the ropatriates nn 2ll problems which concern thoms
Rehabilitatlion, soeinl and legnl questions, ctce

The different My du P, et D, have adopted an almost identi-
cnl organisation for €t he accompllshment of thelr task, except, of
course, for variatlion in the extent of the departments, according to
whether they denl, with a largeé town or o smnll one.

. In gseneral thesc houses comprisc the following departnents,
the functions of which will bg‘cxamined below: Dircctorate, B ocecinl
Sceretariat, .Sceretariat for "Reclassement" (professional reinstate-
ment) (university delesate, agricultural secrctary), Jedico~Sccinl-
Service, Milirnry Burecnus Alongslde these esscntinl depnrtments, the
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Me du P, ct De incluces the Associnticns D'Entr'allc Prisonniers,
Trowalllcurs ct Deportes,

1. Dircetinn (Dircctoratc)

The Dircetor, to vhonm might be attached an Assistant Direc~
tor, direccts and supe rvises the activities of the ¥arious departnents
and the genernl running of the hous e} he centrnlises the reports and
passes then on the central Directorate; he nakes a nonthly rcport on
the activity of his Houpe; finnlly he 1s rosponsible for the cO~ordinas
tion of all the departments,

Above all, by his tact and personality, he should encourage -
the team splirtl, whic is the more necessery that the various people
who are working with him have very different backgrounds and they vari
technicel directives,

The Director 1s appoihted by the Minister, on the recomnen-
dation of the Departmental Director of the P,D.Rs and with the advice
of the President of the Ascocintions of P risoners, Workers and Depor—
tecess He mub himself be a repatriantes

21, "Le Consoll de Pircction" (Advisory Committce)

The Dircctor will be assisted by o Council who will dring
him the support of their authorityj thelr ability and thelr actlivity;
they will examine suggestions llikely to improve the generanl running of
the House; they will detormine the naturs and extent of the nssistonce
to be given to the Ministry by private orgnnisations,

It 18 to be composed of a representative of the three depart-
mental Associntions (Prisoncrs, Workers and Deportees) and of o re-’
prescentative of erch of the organisations which either form part ofy
or are housed in the "inison",

3¢ "Lc Secretarint Sockal (S ocial Seergtarint)

The function of the Mrison du Py ct D, being primarily social
it is obvious that the ©OSoecial Scecretariat forms its principal depart-
mente It 8 own mission is thercfore merged in th-t of the "Mcison" ag
a wholee Thls 1s the department which received the prisoners or de-
portees and tholr familles, supplice them with information as to thelr
rights, intcrvencs on their behnlf with the approprintc orgnnis ations
on the departmentsrl, regilonal or national level, helps them, in a word,
in all their undertakingsy Any probleoms which connot be solved on the
departmentcl lovel will be passed to the nationol levels In the same
way, ony suggestlons llkely to be examined as part of n gemeral scheme;
and ~ny information which 1a worth passing on to other Departments are
refarrad to Governmentnl lewel,

The Social Secretarints siould be fomilinr with the follow=-
ing questions

Allownnces

Military allownneces (eox fomily nllownnce)
Fonds Natlonal de Solidnrity

Family allowances nnd allowances of "Salnireunique" to young
couples without children

Allowsneca to old workcrs

Agriculturnl family ~llowances

Allowaneces to rofugoes

Bonus for the first child

Liberation leave oxoenscs

Liveratlion bonus

Plurity of allowances




Assignment of pay

Half-pay

Equipment allowance g

Comi ensation for bombed-out people (in Germany)
etc.

and Clothing

Food
Clothing
Shoes
Tyres
Tobacco

Insurance

Life insurance

Sickness "

Maternity insurance

Tuberculosis "

Workmen's compensation

sgricultural insurance

accident insurance

Social insurance (more specially for workers in Germany)

Taxes and other duties

Rents and leases

Matrimoniol litigation

Recovery of credits and repayment of debtd

; War Damage

Correspondence camps

_Allotments (Jardins ouvriers)

Degpatch of funds

ete. ete,

3. Secretariat for professional rehabilitation

The duties of the 2bove secretariat are to supcrvise the implementation of texts
and the carrying out of measures destined to ensurz that the repatristed risoners
shall retain the rights thgy have gained, shall be guaranteed re-employment in
business undertakings, rezover their place in the national economy end finally that
those who for one reason or another are unable to return to their original employ-
ment shall be given the opportunity of other work.

The sgents of the "Secretariat au Reclassement" are placed under Lhe authority of
the Ministry of P.D.R. and the Ministry of Labour. They are seconded from the Office
de Travail., From the technical angle they receive their instructions from the
Service central du Reclassement Professional of the Ministry P,D.R.

The scope of the Secretariat du Reclassement Professional includes the questions
listed below,

For wage-earners in commerce and industry

Reinstatement of the repatriate in his pre-war employment Provision of employment
for the repatriate in his profession, if he i1s unable to benefit from the law on
re=employment.,
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Compiling records in connection with government responsibility for financial compen-
sation.

Pre.aration of rehabilitation contracts

Secrctariat of the "Commissions dc¢ Travail

For employers and tradesmen

Compiling records of requests for the re-opening or extension of businesses, for
assignment of labour, raw msterials or funds to cover initial expenses.

For agriculturalists

Employment, and professional reinstatement of agriculturalists
Professional rehabilitation :

Requests for agricultural material and coupons for t he purchase of metal goods
Allowance for return bo the land

Rural habitation

Finaneisl assistance - all forms of loans

Establishment on the land

Leases :

Distribution of seeds, fertilisers, insecticides,etc.

Smallholders

The agents of t he "Reclassement Professional" -

Have their offices at the Departmental agricultural Commission

Put into effect, on the regional level, the law concerning prisoners of war who
were civil servants, employees of public services, and would-be-cmployees of public
services,

Attend the meeting of the Administr tive Committes

Follow up any questions which maoy arise regarding the reinstatement of prisoners
of war in the liberal , rofessions and the position of students

Are in close touch with the university delegates for the settlement of problems
regardirg the repatristion of students and university graduates.

L liedico-Soecial Service

The French Red Cross has becn instructed to organise direct medico-social assise
tance to repatriated prisoners and deportees, as well as to the families of prisoners,
forced lobourers, internees and deportees who are still in Germany, and to this end
set up the Medico-Social Service of the Maisons du Prisonnicr et du Deporte in the
form which it exists today, (1)} It is de-centralised, and based on departmental
delegations and local committees of the French Red Cross,

The Doctor, nominated in an advisory capacity by the Red Cross, in agreement
with the Departmental Medical Councll end the Virector of the "Maison du Prisennier™
should, in principle, be a repatriated priscner. He must have &« thorough knowledge
of the different welfare societies and services and of theirscope.

In the Maison du Prisonniecr his duties are purely tlose of o director and techni-
cel advisor, and not those of a pructising doctor.

5., Military Bureau

The Military Bureau of in charge of ampresentative of the army who comes from
the demobilisation centre for the Department in which the "Maison" is situated.

The Military Bureau, as will be seen from its name, is responsible for the ‘
settlement of all military questions which were not dealt with during the prisonerts
short stay in the reception centre or the demobilisation centre. .s the fincl es=
tablishment of the ex-prisoners! position mckes it necessary for them to go through
a number of formalities, the Military Bureau holds & very important place in the
Mjaisen du Prisonnier et du Deporte,™

6, The "issociations d!'EntrfAide"
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The Mihistry with the inmates to take the greatest pessible part in the life of
their "Moisons", and to this end have jiven 2 consider.ble place to the Associations
d'Entr®iide sux Prisonniers de Guerre, aux Travailleurs et aux Deportes." 1In this
woy private organisations callaborste celosely with the offieial services,

These Associations, or Departumentol Committees of prisoners, workers and de-
portees Liove at their head a directing camidttec, the secretariat of which is set
up in the Maison., Thelir object is to re-group the repatri.tes by categories, and
to give nwtuzl help, which in the loeal field, is an extension of the work of the
"Maison du P, et D," Their recéive the repatriates, welcome them, ccore for their
families, give them information and help, and act on their behlf with the nunicipal
authorities, They must solve 2ll problems which arise on 2 loczl scale. If they
ars unable to do this, they apply to the "Maison du P. et D" or instruet the appli-
cant to go there,

We have tried in the above memorandum to give a2 short resune of the working
of a group of services, the ramifications of which may zppear at first sight sonme-
what e¢omplicated, It mui t be remenbered that this organisation nay undergo, in
fact will certainly undergo alterations which, as we menticned in the first section
of tids report, it will enable it to give improved service, ile are making ewery
effort to ensure that thesc "Maisons" shall be, in the fullest sense of the term, th
the"Home" of the Priscner and the Deportee,

Paris, 17th April, 1945

Foreseeing the extension of the services which will be necessitated b y the
mass return of prisoners, deportees, interneecs md forced labourers, the
central adninistration is completing the organisation of a service which will
neet the new needs, Meantine the organisation set up by the Red Cross is re-
tained in its entirety.

LOLTTD




‘Tb i lir, Carter
Prom: 1 Bredford “ - . BB,441945

Dutch Camps for D.Ps., nearrParis

L

On April 19th, following arrangements made by Mr, C arter
with the Netherlands Mission here, I made a visit to several camps
for Netherlands Nationals in company with Dr, Brothwood of UNRRA,
Mr, Klepert of the Netherlands Mission and Lt, Col, I.H.,Scheffer,
a doctor, from H.Qs Seine 8 ection, G.5. Mr, Carter was unable %o
make this trip himself because of his visit to Switzefland,

We vigited several camps accomodating a few hundred people, not
f ar from Paris. They:are installed in country villas at Ris Orangi:
and Meridon., The establishments at Ris Orangis are in or adjacent tx
a v 11lages The othe r is in open country situated en nsmnll pla=-
teau, In each case the bulldings are surrounde@ by a good acrenge
of park and gorden land belonging to the estates which had been pre-
viously vacated by their tennants and occupied by the G crmans,

The Headquarters for administration and all services is in
Paris and further information on welfare sorvices will have to be ob-
tained by a visit therce The following notes arc only basaed on ob-
servations in the course of the vislt and conversation with the
Mission officer who accompnnicd us,

The Centre nt Ris Orangls comprises threc cstablishments.

The firs t, which occupies the moin ond auxiliary builldings of
a villa adjncent’ to the village, accomodates mainly women ond chil-
dren and families and a few singlec men, They are accomodated in the
main houses At the prescent time the men are busy converting nn open
alr theatre close to the house into roygh slecping quarters for men,
The bullding is alrcady roofed over with the stage and walled in and
flooreds, The Job will be to wall in the other three sides and put
in a floor, ‘

Tho sccond establishment in snother small villa neardby with
rough accomcdntion consisting mainly of straw bunks on the floor
houses men vho are VD cas es or who nrc "suspect" for other social
or political reasons, Food is brought over from the main housc and
presumably thec men cat from thelr own mess kits, There were no tablc
or benches or other amenities visibles But here, as in the othor
centre, everything looked clean and the compers looked well scrubbed
and in good condition, Flowers were also visibleo in thiss men's
camp - bunches of lilacs stuck in an o0ld can or winec bottle.

The third esfablishment 1s a smnll and primitive infirmary with
a fully trained BPutch nursc.in charge.

There arc nbout 300 people in thesc establishments at Ris Oran-
gias (figures to be checked by visit to Paris officc.)

The other centre at lMeridon is & country villa on 2 smadll pla-
teau surrounded by woods and remote from any village, There were
close to 100 men in thig camp. Some were working around the place
and in o vegetable garden att ached to it, but the majority nre out
working mainly on farms, Some return only at week—-cnds,

“he men are accomodated in double docker wooden bunks with straw
pnllcte and blankets, Some of those arcund thc plnce weore making
wooden bunks fo¥r the open nir theatre nt Ris Orangis, Lumber is sup-
plied by the French authoritics,

One of the main problems at Meridon 28 water which has bo be
hauled in, Therc is a deep well but the machinery was smashed by the
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Germans, and while water is laid on they arc in difficulties over \
supply until the pump can be fixed, There is a large tank to supply
pressurce Dralnage' is adequate, into a septlic tank, but at the mos-
ment the water comes out of Jerry cans.. Howe ver, cverything and
cverybody looked clenn and scrubbed,

At this time of ycar, ecach of the above-establishments hos
many attractions for warm weather seasons, for the pecoplc staying in
them can spend most of the time out of doors in very attractive sur—
roundings; outdoor washing, sewing, oard playing, rclaxation and
cnmp duties were in evidence cverywhere, and they were all getting
plenty of sunshine.* Some of thchouses arc nlso plentifully supplied
with balconles foradditional sunning and wash lines, Indoors there
1s the controst of the somotimes ornate walls, highs ccllings nnd har
wood floors of o former luxurious chateau and the barce furnishings,
the rough woodecn bunks, benches and tables, and sometimes the straw
on the floor. But the main house at Ria Orangis where the foamilles
arec-housed is more fortunnte in some respechtss It had been n hone
before the wor for retired or infirm actors, designed ns such, nand
1ts upper floors are long rows of private rooms opening off o corri-
dor, Opo sces thenames of famous Freonch actors in plaques on the
doors ihdienting thoir endowment of that room, Now 2 more nodest an
card or plcec of paper announces the name of the prescent ten nts,
FPomllles are housed scparatedly in thesc rooms wherc posgible and,
they have theusual bedroon, furniture which was lef t in the placey
Downstairs some of the ncwcomeEs occupy bunks packed in tightly to—
gether in smnll dormitoriec, he pcople in this housc benefitted
from donated clothing ond bedding sent from England, Most of the
beds wore covered by bright attractive quilts,

Kitchen facilities in this house ‘olso include two exccllent
large pressure cookerses

Rotionse The Dutch camps, received the regular French militory
Noe 2 ration which I think is tho ration for thoe armed forces on
lesg active dutys In addition the Netherlands authoritics nick up
whot they e n - flour, potntoecs, ctce = nnd thoyarc growlng sonc
vegetablcse

Clothing is saldto be the most difficult probloms Tho French
have given L1000 complete outfits, ineluding boots (men's clothing,
I belicves) As nontioned before, they have had some supplics of
donnted clothing which was probably mainly for women n ndé childrcen
and srne beddinge Grent shortage of underwear,

Other supplies = very shprt of soop nnd all articlces of "wel-
faro" supplies - musical instruments, phonographs and records, re-
creationnl and sewing materinle, ctecs, Furthor porticulars to bo
obtained., There were radios at all camps., They have baen trying
to obtain books but it 1s difficult to find literature printed in
Duteh horee A fortnightly ncwspaper printed in London is distri-
buted, also a small camp newspapers - Paper 16 a problcna.

Modicol supplies Particulars still to be obtained from Paris
office., ©Serlous shortage of cotton mentinned,

Medicnl services, The Netherlands authoritics cmploy two doctor
one a Pole, the other whoso citizenship 1s in doubt, probably Polish
cr stoteless, Bothowerce cduented in Holland ond are fanili~r with
Dutch 1ifee Ong full tine nursc at Ris Orangis, ~nd scveral nale
nurscs or‘trmincd attendants at other enmpss The doctors supcrvise
nedical scrvices nnd attend to phgslcal cznninntions by which nmon
are judges as to fithces for work or the armed forces, Loenl doctors
in villages ncar the camps also visit regularly and provide nmedical
care redquired, Acutc hospital cansas are carcd for in regular civiliar
hospitnls, There arc no regulnr health clinics but the local doctore




Work and wogese If the nen are it they ~re cither scnt to

military scrvice or to worke There i1s o strong demand for lnbour,
chicfly on French farms or for thh Aneric n iliuqrj forcese 5SnNne
arc of course Lﬁpl“\u in the .camps ‘ot unlch thoy expeet smon to
have cight. %
e Wages are fixed ot equal rates with those of French labour,
+he lowest pald 1abourers Arg now getting .100 frs. o day fro.wvhich
they contribute 30 fre o dny for food nnd lodging if they live 1in
the cnmp, For thrnse who go out by the dny arr-ngements arc usual-
1y nnde with the employer for the noon menl, '

P ersnns not it for work rcceive nan allowance of 200 frs, for
1C dnys, but the men in the house for VD and suspect cascs recelve
Just h-l7 of this, There is n smnll cigarcetterrntionnlsos

.-

The policy is thot everyone vho can work nust work,

Sonctions, For refussl to work or other infrigements of the
rulecs tho ugusl sanctions arec loss of pocket noney nd Olg“T\uLOS.
for the men in the housc for VD and suspecet cases thereis the ad-
ditional stricture taﬁt they nust not leave the grounds of tPﬂ es =
tablishment, If these men should lenve without permission they
would scon be in difficultics for lack of documents #&nd rations and
the Netherlonds consultecs would be warned to watch out for then,

Bcligious scrvicese A Romnn Catholic priest visits re:ulnrly'
and shortly two Protestonf ministers will comnencc regular visitse

Welfare arrangomentse A wolfarc officor visits the camps as of=
ten o8 possiblce © O for it has not been possible to sccurc fully
troined welfare staffe There are now sig smnll camps and there
will soon be cight, all scrved from Paris HQ. ©Shortage of nmenns
of tronsport, petroleum, nnd condition of tyrcs ns well as shortage
of staff contribute to service difficulticss They are now cndeavours
ing to orgnnise flying squnds composcd of medlenl officer, welfare
offlcer nnd administrative officer which will make combined visits,

Tho

|

¢ secms to be little in the way of organised recrentions

Anong the women in camp are some single girls = mninly French
who arc not of Dutch nationnlity but arc fiancces of Dutch men, Some
haove babies nnd others are expcctant motherss Lognl complications
hove prevented them from getting morricds A foreigner wishinp to
morry in Fronce must first obtnin permission from the French nuthoric
ties to continue residence in the country for n ycar and a day. This
the Duteh nationals concerned have been unsuccessful in obtaining,
partly perhaps as a menns of discournging hasty or 1ll-considerecd
marriages between French girls and other nationnlse As a result
somne couples have been 1living in common law unions, The woman be=
comes a Dutch citizen by marriagees Those unmarried women ars still
of French citizenship wut if thoy are mothors or expestant mothers
they are adnitted to the Dutch camps o~nd cared for thorc. Uiost of
the men arc now away in the armcd forces or at work, In the e né
tine the Netherlands authoritices have taken the only lcgﬂl step
which 1t 1s possible for them to take (which con be token either bo-
fore or after the birth 6f the child) in having both parents mnke
the required declaration under Freneh civil law to "recogsnize" the
child as thelr own, This gives to the child the snme legnl rights
of inheritance, support, social insurance and assistonce neasurece,
ctcy as those of the child of marricd parchts,

Sclf-povernments, The authoritics state that attempts at sclf-

governuent proved unsuccessful, Many of the men who might give load-
ocrship have of coursc boen transforred to militory scrvice or sent
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away to work, Porties of men recruited for labour with the Anerican
mllitary authoritics were at first sent out in orgonlscd groups in
charge of cleeted "trustoes", But the Amcricnns soon sent the trus-
tecs back saying the trustecs were"impossible! Now the men nre Just
gent out in unorganiscd batches,

+

In general, according to the Netherlandsofficinls, the residuc
of Dutch nntionals who remnined herounder the Germans hnd too long
2 schooling in sabotage ~nd resistrnce to authority to respond quick-
ly to responsibilities of sclf-governnent and their mornle nnd comn-
munity spilrit s not sufficicntly developed for a self-organised comn-
munity.. The suitable members of the camp are regularly cmployed in
the camp. '

Netherlands Nntionals Intorncde Some Nothorlnnds nationals are
interned 1n France either o s prisoncrs of wnr 'or as suspcctod col-
laboratars, The Netherlands authoritics go through thelr rccords
and have advised the authoritics which onecs should be released and
which should be rctailned in intornment for the presents Soue of
the mon in the housc for suspected cases arc thoseg, whose status is
doubtful pending further securlty investigntions, Somo nre awalting
work 'n appliecations to Join the Dutch forces, cte..

Supplcnentary information will have to be obtained from the
appropriate offieials in the Paris office,




DEPARTMENT OF STATE

OFFICE OF

FOREIGN RELIEF AND REHABILITATION OPERATIONS

October 7, 1943

Tos Mise Flexmer

From: Lithgow Osborne

Subjects Help to refugee camps in Southern Franc'é-.;‘z/{(

In cormection with the attached airgram,
A-1072, from London, I have been asked by Mr, Kiaer
of OEW whether we had any plans to make additional
shipments to these camps. I know of none. Do you?

Tosksa Swesrarusntty WA W, wiy
ame h.oaus,,.,.,.x_. Plos Ha Mnallav s
b..M.Twug.;-cu«wu.
(Frumas Sovvwa wny Wreaskr
th-w-wrﬁu..‘:)
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C1D2, COMPANY K
lst BCA REGT

Report on Displaced Persons

Commanding Officer
DPet €C1D2, Co K

On Monday 27 Nov 44, &t 2300 hours a telephone call was
received from the RTO0 at Chalons-sur-Marne telling us that they had
received information from French Reilroad Officials thet a train with
1,000 refugees ald arrive in Chalonsg<sur-Marne. The RTO a2t Chzlons-
sur-Mérne 2s w as the “Tﬂ at Jise had no information regarding this
train. The z arrived 1015~.4r-MLrne t 0330 hours Tuesday,
with 1061 Russians, 8in the had no instructions, this train wes
placed on & siding. 0 hours we ere still unable to find the
destination. Arrangement: ore made with the camp at Chalons-<sur-iiarne
to bring food to the station. Hot coffee, Pread and cheese were served
to these people as well as hot milk for the infants. G-=5 of Dise and
Cart. Klunder of the 8STO vwere both notified and the destination finally
determined as Ponpolse., It was later reported that this ain, instead
of going to Ponpoise arrived at Meaux. This camp was entirely unable to
haendle these refugees.

Tuesday 728 Nov 44, a traim of £00 persons arrived at Chaumont
?itﬁﬁut any warning or previous information. This trdin originated at
Hayange., In this group were Italians, Poles, Rumanians, Czechs, Yugo-
sla vians, Tunisians and Greeks.

On Wednesday 29 Nov, 400 additional refugees of mixed nation-
alities arrived at Chaumont.

A ‘new sight vas located at Connantre for another displaced
persons camp. This camp is an abendoned German air strip and consists
of 37 small barracks capable of holding 30 persons esch. There is zlso
& large chateau with excellent kitchen facilities., The plans are to use
the ehateaun as s mess hall, dispensscry and adminigtration btuilding. The

sight 1s located about 1 kilometer from the Connantre station. Displaced

persons will be sble to walk from the tréin to the camv., M, Lavigne has
made full arrengements and work will be started very shortbly. The max-
imum eapacity will be 1,000 persons,

L Thursday 30 Nov 44, M. Lavigne, Capt. Gill, two Red Cross

vorkers end I re ordered to report in Chaumont to General Nicholson,
Gov. Lehman and Col, Grey. On the way down we stopped =zt Joinville to
inspect ﬁhw new camp there, This camp ig under the supervision of the
French and beng run bty the Polish Army. The cepacity of this camp is
300 men. It is well organized and in an sxcellent condition. Arrenge-
ments were made to recelve 150 men from Chaumont &t this camp. These
men arrived 1n Joinville Thursday efternoon.
A survey ti? mzde to determine hov meny workers would be

available inr the American Army. The estimate was 300 men a2nd a2 call

£ put through t) 71:n to arrenge for treansportation on Friday. The
inspecting party arrived at 1i45 and a complete inspection of the eamp
as made.

"
| &
A

Friday 1 Dee 44, M. Lavigne received information of snother
sossible sight for & camp 2t Minzuecourt. A reconnaisssnce wag made to
ascertain the possibilities. It proved to be an excellent sight for a
camp., Extensive damage caused hy looting has been done to this cump,
However with the aveilable Russian lebvor, repairs ean be made and this
camp ready for approximately 2,700 people in two weecks. In & conference
with General Puccinelll, M, Lavigne was able to get the use of sn add-
1tionel barrccks at Chaumont wheih willl inerease the ¢ clty at Chaumont
by 1,000 persons.

The move of 500 workers from Chaumont to Chzlons-sur-larne
was completed. In 2 days 750 of the 1,200 persons that arrived at Chaumont
have been removed from this camp. Im additlon to the 500 persons that
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DIARY 18 HOVEMEER TO 24 NOVEMBER 1944

On sSaturday 18 November word recelved that the 12 Army
Group would evacuate 12,000 Russlan Displaced Pursons to the
rear.

Visited M., ESCOFFILR of the Ministry of Prisoners, De-
portees and Refugees to ascertaln ir space was avallable for
the reception of the Displaced Persons.

pecision made to visit the och@teaux around Paris and
barracks at Provins on Sumnday 19 November (Report of visit
attached).

Communications Zome notified of result of vislt and
action taken for transportation of Displaced Perzone and
supplies to Provins.

Reconnaissance trip to Ghidteaux and Meaux on Monday 20
November. (Report attached).

On Tuesday 21 November, coanference at Communiocations
ZOR.. Lt Sol. Hali{l)y' G&ptt STRAUS and General STLEARNS. De-
cislon reached to evacuate Dlsplaced Persons to leaux rather
than Proving, as Meaux barracks could be made ready muoh more
quickly thaa Frovins. M., ESCOFTILR has teams ready to leave
for Meaux oun Wednesday 22 NOvember.

On Wedneaday ~2E November advised that Ministry of War
refuses to permit the use of barracks by Ministry of Prisoners,
Deportees and [Hefugees. At tri-monthly meeting of Displaced
Persons sSection, Mission, the matter is discussed and dissen-
tion within the ranks of Minlstry of Prisoners, Leportees and
hefugees 1s apparent. Capt. RAYMOND, acting Ohief of the
Services Techniques of the Minlstry of PDR very annoyed be-
cause he claims that he had not been advised of move to re-
quisition Meaux and Provins barracks. '

Matter taken in hand 73 November by Brigadler SALISBURY-
JONES and Wing Commander DEHN, who visit Ministry of War.
Compromise reached. Permission obtained to send 800 Displaced
Persons to Meaux, 600 to Provins and 2,400 to Pontolse., Coim 2
informed to cancel previous arrangements, and split train
bound to Meaux into two sections. oOne to Meaux and ons to
Provins. 4

Ministry of PDR informed 23 November 1944 of arrangements
made with yinistry of War. Teams reguested sent to Meaux and

% e




Provins to deal with today's movement. _Requested Com Z for

confirmation of asction asked previous day. Informed by them

of stores and trucks which they were sending today to Meaux

and Provins. Hequested and was promised CA detachment %o
both centres.

On 24 November, 650 jussian DLisplaced rersons arrived at
Meaux and 400 at Frovins. The Ministry of PDR phoned to say
that the Provins housing was lnsdequate; they were told %o
communicate on this polint with the Ministry of VWar 1n caae
wrong uccommodations had been allotted. Capt. RAYVOND advised
that he would do this,.

It was reported by Seine Section that no arrangements ap~-
peared to have been made by the Freach at Mesux and Frovins
for feedling the pisplaced Persons. Visited Ministry and
promis®d to try to arrange to meet emergency from .rmy sources,
but told Capt. RAYMOND that feeding was a French responsibllity
00 thut they must tuke necessary steps to secure food. Com 2
was visited and srrangements made for food to be supplied in
case emergency was not resolved by French. Selne 3ection re-
ported that the pPrefect of the Department had recelved no
instructions to secure food for the incomlng Displaced Persons.
Two U.8. trucks provided by Com % were 1dle all night in Ifront
of the Prefect's house., Colonel DONOVAN and Major ANDERSON
are now on the Jab.

French Ministry completely disorgunized. Complete absence
of coordination between Minlstries. NO one seems to have
enough authority to make decisiom. All day Friday speat by
vission in an attempt to coordinate efforts of French authori-
ties.

The complete confusion that exists when only 4,000 Dis-
placed Persons have to be haundled ls a sad commentary on both
SHAEF and French orgunization set up to handle the problem.
yhat will happen when 500,000 people will have to be handled 7

conference with Colonel SIBLEY
and colonel DOUGLAS.

Was called down to Colonel SIBLEY's office to discuss the
proposed visit of Govermnor LEHMANN to Parls., It appears thut
SHALY Mission, FPrance, has not been kept advised to the nego-
tiations and was ignorant of Apdministrative Nemorandum No. 39
outlining in part the participation of UNRRA 1in the repatria-
tion of Displaced Fersons.

piscussed the mutter with Colonel SIBLEY and agreed that,
considering the incressed responsibilities of the Mission,
soge officers of the Mission should participate in any dls-
cussion with GoverROFSEEHMANN pertaining to Displaced Persons.

£ -




The general feeling is that although Governor LEHMANN
is arriving here at the lnvitation of the French Govermment,
all arrangements for conferences ete, should have besn made
through SHAKF Mission, France. The implicution is that
SHAEF Misslion, Jrance, has been by-passed by SHANF, Main,
aid General LEWIS and Colonel SIBLEY are disturbed, right-
fully so.

Information recelved 24 liovember from Com Z discloses
that o220 Russians, who had been employed by G=1, U.3. Army
near Cherbourg, were belng transferred to Reims by the U.S.
Army. When passing through Yaris, one Russian left the
trein and reported to the Russian Embassy that the Russlans
were belng forced to work by the U.S5. Army. Representation
by Russlan Authorities to U.S. Embassy brought about the
release Of these Russiuns, thus making Displaced Persons out
of them, It is inconceivable that these Displuced Persoans
should be made the responsibility of the Irench. Arrange-
ments are being made to transfer these people to Versallles

under the responsiblility of the U.S5. Army.
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AP0 757
25 November 1944

Supplies T
Department.

or Displaced Persons Centers in Cher

Commgnding General, Communications Zone,
APO 887, U.S. Army.
(Attention; G=5 Division).

l. In connection with the general plan to locate Dis-
placed Persons in Centers South of the Loire, the Ministry of
Prisoners, Deportees and Refugees has made the following
camps available in the Department of Cher:

Chateaufer: 650
Venesmes ; 50

Uzay-le=Venon; 700
200

, Bourges:

0f the above, st. 4“4nd g LOUTE will be ready
to operate as soon as supplies are 1ished, and the others
within 8 to 10 days.

2. The French have sgreed to furnish the following:
a. Administrative teams.
b. Barracks.
c. Food.
e. Medical care.
f. Kitchen eguipment.
g+ Rail transportation for Displaced Persons to the
Department of Cher.

3. Some supplieg are urgently needed from the Communi-
'12& cations Zone to set these campg in operation. It is e=TROON——
SAEE pendediqethipie-ttr=stor- that the following be supplied:

a. 6,000 blankets. +UC® Bk i -hﬁ?*-

b. Individual feed&n equipment - 1 000 sets.

6., 2 11/2 or 2 l/D ton trucks for gathering food
and supplies.

d. 1 jeep for administrative & cal services.

e. 200 gallons of gasoline as bssue.




\G 583.7-1 GE SUPREME HEADQUARTERS,
Nov. 44, subject: Supplies for

ers in Cher Department, continued).

4. JSince the alternative to furnishing these supplies
is to maintain Displaced Persons in camps North of the Loire,
n an area which has reached the saturation point, it is
ecommended that the material reguested above be made gvail-
able immediately, and that Communications Zone organize a
sruck convoy to transpo ghd the French
eams to operate the camps to the city of Bourges, capital

f the Cher Department, on or about 28 November.

For the Head of Mission:

RWRITCE W E L Nl TH
DAV WD Ll lg UXiey

Colonel AGD,
Adjutant General.
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T3 Report of Field Trip of 19 November 1944

o T o = W B
sy W .JL..I n.'\. Uptgiigily +»

Regonunisssnce eerried out in company of Dr, RICOFFIER, Chef
deop Services Ltrsugpers at the linijstry of ‘riscners, Deportecs nnd
Refugees, 19 BEovember 1944,

Vigited Caserne at [yovius,

The main darreck bulldings are of atone 'nd =2t present houwe
spproximately 200 French eoldiers. Deliind these bulldings with
entrances 8% resy of main group and separated from came by a fenve,
are woll bullt wooden barrscks, garsges, sisds snd outhouses
which were used by the Cermans during the ogeupation,

ieg estimated &% 2,000,
fion with staslon approxiantely 500 meGers

fully apsersain
Cooki fncilitier on the premicsss, Thsre sre w0 pFrec ure
GUOKers ﬁu§£°H& Lerge Blove, 180 O Lield kitchens left behind
by Germsns, The French see po difficulty in feeding the Fispla-
ced Fersonsg with present equipment whieh however nced overhaul iug.
ponents sre adequate, There is s dining hall
ug reople, Thore are o iables or cusire,
aanétatton ie adeguate, There are some latrines alteuched
teo barracke, with extira outdoor ones,
Of:_1ce snd stores seecvmodations nre svoeiloble.

Elniatzy of Irisonere, Leportees
NeQuiLrenents 01 NOcepbLON Comp 40 De Lstabliched

Depostie E.atl%g ! dix etoves needed lor & lurpe hall, %0 pro-
vide one worm voom in the camp,
bgulpmens: Tone sveliesble from the srench. prruxlase-

univE reqguivred,
reillegges: £2,000, Straw availsble lecally.
Lapless 8,000
! 4 2 .Q\;‘.-‘
-1-




Medlenl Supclies for 8,000 people

srongport: Twe £ 1/2 ton trucks with Trailers to
nek w0 Iorsge for guppllies.

vrasange lesms, Allitary team with oquipment shouls
gt ihe diapoeal o1 %Sk inletry lomedintaely %o remove
bodies shaels waleh are stored in

rre

clLg

ANk

nle %eay would b9 useful ia diswounting
i maghlnery wh i¢h ies ettached S0 the

1100Y G131




SUFPEEHEE HEADQUARTE
ALLIED XXPEDITICHARY POULCE
Missic {Frmha ]

Report of Fleld Trip of 70 Novembar 1944, Capt, BEICURNE
of JihlﬁLrJ of Pleoners, Deportees and Nefugees, and
“n U'J -...IJ.,-I ‘ -JI;-.I. -JJ -;5 : 1‘:—1":;'.

b AATI T D
H - 9 u-a-u.',..I.-.‘:.

Seanreh for quorters aveilable for Hussian Dieplaced Fersons,

1, Visited Chéiteau de ls Ferriére, near Lagny, This chdtenu
has besn occupled Tor the Lamb three weeks by the 134 Q.u, Truek
Company - Not :vellable,

2., Ohatenu de Conehe. Ccumune of Guernante, Logated in &
large park, would house spproximately 200 Displaged Teresons.

vater and heating sygetems have mot been iv uwse for 10
yeare and have deteriorated, Sanltary faueilities very poor,

There are nc furniture in the plenee snd it eppeare %o be
doap and not sultable for living without smch alteration,

The rosd to thie chfiteau is mot in good condlition, DNot
recommended,

‘e sesux : Two barrackse

Caserne du Luxembourg

Capecity ¢ 35,000 %0 3,500,
Sanitery zaullltien : adequate
Cooking ! oone
“ésplng equipment ! Done
Bieotric Installeation in place, fresent condition mot
aggortnined,

There is at ;reaent asvellable spproximntely 150 bede, soms in
need of repair. Thie barrsex consists mostly oi arge dcrmttorion
with some bulldings divided inte smaller guarters suitsble for fswi-
lles, or women and caildren, Straw for hedding 1s avallable loeally
and suppllies, feonm the intendsnce ot lelun,

Caperne Hoefors, Hue du Faubourg St-licolas

Capagity : 1,500

Janltayy tacllitiel i adequnte

Cooking { none

bessing aquip-ont ! nome ;
Electrie fnetallation in plage, present condition not
apeerinined .,

e
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Displaced Persons and lelfure Branchg

.t £ St ¥ o . .

ACD G--5 Davision,
Coltonel M.TCOTLl DAUGLLI, DiC0S, G5 Diwision,
Wing Commander DLEN, G- Division, Displaced Persons Sectio:
Lt. 'Colonel WITELHE, e, Public Velfare 3ectiof
Lt. Colonel L.UC.STER, % '
Lt. Colonel HUSBARD, s Public Health Ssetion
~Lbs Colonel ANGILL, Execubive Section
Lt. Colonel TLNIEH, - Transportation Ssetion
Major B.RilL, Displaced Persons Ssctic
Major NACTY ,: : Public Health Szetion
{ajor TINTusBURN, G=3
Lajor HADLEY, G2
Captain STR..US, G-o aced pPersons Sscti
Captain BirGoa0T, ) , R &
Cuptuin GORDON, G= ‘ovements and Tiansport.
IZinistry of Priscner, Dc.ortees and rRefugees
Dr. 53CO0IFTIER
Captain =.Y1OQND
Nadam$ FLIG
Ve DENOL.N
M. de’ T..UDON
Compunications Zone:
Liajor EVERTS
Captain 1..BONGE
Securite Jilitaire:
: Communasnt FIV.T
pelegute fro;. tie Inter-.llied Relutions Committees
Llle LAFON : '
Iater-Governmental Comnittee;
Ie VL LEHTIN=-2. 1Th .
Uniteda [lutions Moo .bilitution ana pelief ..dmini
l";rt G\sLFI‘;a.I..u.l . "

1. -Bri_udler LEE opsned the meeting by indicuting sharply
the lack of success that had been achieved in setting up the planned
orgunisation to deal yith.the Displaced persons problem. He consid-
ered that blame should not be attributed to any particular gquarter,
but that all concerned French .and .llied, were at fault, und thab
not nearly & sufficient energy was being directed towards practical
steps in the right direction &s aguinst paper wnlans.

+ £+ The problem included 500,000 Displacsd Persons who may be cor
ing into France from Germany within a period of cihe moath; 100,000
fussians and muny Poles are likely to reach FPranhce shortly. 75,000
Dusvch and Belgiuns are a possibility. There cic also 2 1/2 million
Frenchmen in Germany., From the welfars point of view, the Winistry
is confronted with a problem of ©,000,000 people,

ve Tu meet this problem, very little has been dones OQuay 9 Boi-
der CoLtrol Reception Cultres are avalluble out of the 20 planned.
Tnese 9 should accommodute 16,000 people. In poiut of fact,; the tota)
number for which thers is a stated reception ss=paeity is 1,500, this
representing a complete fuilure. Iu is quite fsatastic that against
the abOve Tigure, the current- problem of receiving 4,000 Russi.ns
should have put the Miggiop, the wiuistres and Communications Zone in
a4 quundary. Tae, lnubility of all concerned to cope with the demand I
essentiul blankets,’ accouncauiion stores, fuel, réguired to set up the




Border Control indicated luck of realizution by all concerned that
thers wus a Jjob, of top vriority una of greut militury importunce to
be done ut once. In fuct, uction wus well overdue.

4. Discussing point 1 « of tie ..genda, Brigadier LEE gave de-
tails of the smull progress m.ce in selecting zltern.tive Centres to
thoss ut presgent behind German linees .1 RAYNOND stated thut the
positiod ut. TUIQIVILLE wue being lavestig.ted now. .8 the selection
of the Centres in both 12 and o _.roy Group wreus is to be finally mu
by local uthoritie s, B! O_unr 1EC insisted th.t the sites szlected
must be rnamed by the next coualerence. The 9 sites suggested in 6
Army Ggoup .are. were noted by Cuptuizn R.YIOND. Brigudier S.LISBURY-
JONES supported BrlgudiWL LEE, wiad stated tl_t the success of future
operations was being jacpirdized.

ACTION: hinlstry of Priact
. hext confersnce on
_ Reception CCEL es

Refugees to report at
for 12 Border Control
uirements in mutprlJl.

"3"51 eS8 ana
lterpatives
Jr > 3

s
}_

- “
ving the

Si. q

"6, Discussing point 1 b, Lt. Cel. T.NNZx Stuted that the situa
tidn, us reguras vehicles to be turned over to the Ninistry, was un-
gertain pending return of the purties tr“vellng in Prance in ordepy tr

deal with this mutter.

LCTION: 1Lt, Col. T.T 2 to report at next meeting. Meanwhile the
responsibility rests on appropriate commanders.

6. Discussing point 1 ¢, Lt. Col. WITTE read a full report cn
captured muaterial, of which an extruct is uttuachsd, marked ‘ppendix .
Concluding his report, Lt. Col. WITTEZ stuted that none of the cupture
gnemy material cun be touched antil completion of inventory. It wus
pointed out by LY. Col. L.NC..3TER thut there was nothing in thes ex-
isting insfructionsg to prevent the disposul, in accordunce with the
existing policy-laid aown by the Suple.e CthdauUL, prower disposal
being mude for Cupturea War muteriel prior to completion of .inventory
, 7. Brigadier L“H suggested cuntrJllzlng demands for clothing
from «ll Border. Gontrol Cuntras in order to cbtain priority.

4CTION: hlnistr; of rrisonsrs, peportees and kefugees to stute their
neesas. -

PublicJsilelfure Section to discuss with Communications Zone,
G-4 Division, lission to urge G-4 Division, Communications
Zone te hand over all suituble captured materialto the Min-
istry of prisoners, Deportees and Rsfugeess urgently.

G-5 Division, liission to ask SILLEF vo take all possible &'it
action to call forwurd immediately all C. clothing and foot-
wear and all Velfare Material intended for France.

8. Blankats: WVMinistry of Prisoners, Daportecs and Refugscs re-~
port that, apart from there being no blankets for the Russians, there
were none for 49,000 Frencnmen pushed back in: the Moselle aresa, in
lumentuble cond1t¢on « 5,000, cuses of diphtheria are reported. Cap-
Pulnl..BONGE stuted 12, OOO blunkets have. left CHERPOURG for REIIVS,
which are destined for the Russiuns, thut there wsre 12, 000 blankets
coming to FParis by the end of the present week, and 12,000 further
blankets being requisitioned, also coming to Paris.

~CTION: G-5 Division, Mission to ask SH.EF to instruet Communications
zone to forward immediately 100,000 blankets to the Ninistry
of Frisoner, Deportees and Refugees, Paris, for use as fol-
lows. 70,000 to meét immediate French and Russian needs.

To stoek up existing Border Control Centres,
the T-tTer on scale of © blankets psr person.

G-5 Division, Mission to ask SIL.EF to issue orders to ..rmy
Groups that kefugees should teke with them, whersver possibl:
blaBkets ahd clothing.

9. Ppolnts acand e of the ..@enaa were held in uabeyunce, owing tc
abseunce of Col. H“ngngrud}. Major BROWE and Lt. Col. H.RDY (Cur. Z)-




10. Rail Transit Centres were discussed, and N.NCY and VESCUL
confirmed. Tue sSupply centres proposed at CONFL.NS, N.NCY and VESQUI
were agreed upon, subject to confirmation by Colomel. HLARDY (PDR)

ACTIGN: Ministry of Prisoners, Depocrtees and refugees to report at
next conference, progress in establishing the gbove ruil
transit centres and supply depots.

11. ,genda paragraph 2: I.u the discuzsion of the ORLELNS/LA

COURTINE plan for TeaIwWurd movement of ﬁuSSluu__ lajor B.LR.LL reportc
on the reconnuissance he hud Just completed in the BOURGZS and CLER-
WONT-FARAAND area. Broudly specaking, 8,500 could be accommoduated in
the department of CEZR auaG = _ulthdr in the ruglon of CLERIONT-FERRAI
The regional Commiesionsr had informed iajor B.z.LL that thess figur:

might even be expanded., Tuia estimete does noyv include L.COURTINE
itself.

12, It wes stated by Cuptvain R.ILOND that the SNCF could arrar
special trains, provided that 48 hours notice were given and details
of numbers to be transported and points of departure and arrival.

15. It was pointed out that the crossing of the River LOIRE
hus now been established at RO.NHE, which would, in certuin cases,
facilitate movement into the CLERI'ONT-FERR.UD area.

ACTION: Manistry of Prisoners, Dup.rtees and Refugess to dgvelope
ontop priority the provision of accommodations in CHER and
CLERICNT-FERR.ID areas.

15. The immediate problem of Russians due to arrive from 12
Ly Group area was discussed. Tue schedule was st.ted to be as
follows:

20 November 1%44: 1,000 to Ch&lons (this was subsequent
ly changsd to 500 to Epernay
and 500 to Compiegne).

21 November 1944; 700 to Suippes.

22 November 1944: 1,000 to Chélons.

23 November 1944: 1,300 to Provins.

24 lovember 1944: 2,000 to Heaux.

) Communications Zone stuted that supplies were going down to
Provins and lLeaux on 29 and 24 November 1944,

Captain . YWNOND complained that he had not been informed
about this move una coula not take the responsibility of accommodatir
these Displaced Persons. Wing Comuander DEHN stuted that the Minist:
had been informed by the conversation which he had held with Dr.
ZSCOFFIER, in the absence of 1. de RICCI, on the aftesrnoon of 18 Nov-
ember 1944. Captain R.VIOND stuted that the linistry of Jar had now
refused to releuse the barrucks at Provins and Meaux to his Ministry.
It was pointed out by Brigadier LEE that the problem of accommodating
the Diepluced Persons was a French responsibility and that the matter
of the requisition might huve to be referred to }. COULET. It was an
emergency problem and accommodation would have to be found for the

Displaced Porsons who were to arrive on the date stated. Cooperstion
Was necessary and not obstruction.

In summegTizing the immediate problem, Wing Commander DEHN
gtuted thuat accommedation would have to be found for 20,000 Russians
in the very immediate Tuture. Brigadler 18E reminded tne conference
thet accommodution exlsted for 20,000 in the CLEX ONT-FERR.ND distric
for 10,000 &t L. COURTINE, and for 3,000- at BOURG4S, and that it was
up to the Kinistry, Communications Zone and the Mission to make a pla:
to ensure priorities. It was decided to hold a messting between these
elements of ‘the’ conference, immedlately after -the conference qdjoarnu
in order to_ QlSUUSS the nacessary &ction to ba tuken.,

14, Cantuin GO RDON emhhasizeﬁ that it.is assentlal that 4 'Mpans.

portation offlcer fran Commusiications Zone should attend these mestin;
in Tuture, : . .

R -
JCTION: Couwaanications Zone to secure the attendance of such an
orfficer.




; ASy- -Fpeach Problem: Brigadier LEZ wished to be quite clear o
what had 10 be done in oider to improve the situation on the Border

. The Russian problem was on the way, bub swethisg hud been done about

. thg French problem yet. He asked for a list of the rrosen reocuire-
ments. -Captain 3TR.US observed thut the msain difficulty in obtar...

supplies appeared to be dus to the fact. that G=-5 Division, Communic

. .tions Zone, cannot -obtain anything from G-4 Division, Cummunication
2. O IFe~ - : - R

ACTION: - -G=5 -Division, Missivu to ocutoin from the Ministry of Prisc
' : -.ers, Deportees and refugees requirements (other than blan-
kets which are covered by action under paragraph 10) needet
in order to enable the existing Border Control Stations to
accommodate the maximum number of persons according to
space avuiluble.

3




\PPollDIa TO MINUTSS OF LaST DISPLACED PLRSONS CONFERSENCE (228-11-44)

a0 Rea NDUM

SUBJECT: Clothing Stocks in Brest, Cherbourg, Bussy and Belgium,
(Namur Area).

l. Brest:

a. Lt. Col. Witmer states that there is no correct informa-
tion as to figures or whereabouts of these stocks, consequently they
nannot be counted on against emergency welfare requirements a» submit-
ted by M. Gregoire from French rzlionsl welfers agencies.

b. Lt. Col. Jitae:r is not sure what has become of captured
stocks in Brest. He thought some salt had been turned over to French
but doesn't know by or to whom.

Ce A Small quantity of clothing was turned over to locsl
Prench officials in Brest by Brittany Base Section. ' Name of agency
to whom clothing was sent is unknown.

de WMiss Anderson, American Red Cross representative at
Landerne4u, reports that 6 to 8 hampers of captured womens' sweaters,
infants sweaters, boys suits and childrens shoes taken at Brest were
turned over to the American Red Cross for civilian use. WNMiss Andersor
visited PoW camp 12 at St.-Thegonnec where Brest stocks are salvaged.
3olonel in charge sald no clothing could be released. MNiss Anderson
3tated that as far as she knew no salt liad been releused.

2. Cherbourg:

a. 000 tons of clothing reported in Cherbourg is to be
Jrougnt to Paris.

b. 160,000 blankets were in Cherbourg and have been disposed
>f as follows:

20,000 to 12 Army Grouwp.
12,000 sent to Ch@lons-sur-tarne for Refugee camp.
15,000 to Entr'Aide to be used in la lanche in exchange

for 13,000 in Brittany to be taken from Entr'Aide
stocks.

20,000 turned out to be cctton.
The balance is being held in reserve for possible military use,
J. Bussy:
a. An unconfirmed report from Lt. Gerard, French Liaison
Nith Communicaqtions Zone representing M. Coulet's office, that 100
tons of CA clothing from Bussy stocks were turned over to French by
21 Army Group. There is no proof of this statement. _

4. Belgium (Namur srea):

a. ADSAC has: 10,000 overcoats
4,000 mens suits
300 womens suits

‘aptured from Germans in Namur area which are being turned over to CA
.h area, especially for uisplaced Persons.

O« Licans of securing control over war booty unknowifi.

6. Ia order to effect more gsatisfactory control of these stocks
it is recommended:

8. That.-G-5 Cemmunications Tone.turn over supplies only to
ission Frdnqalse d*Aipprovisionnements with a copy of the requisition
siven to the lission (France) ana-a copy to 1. Cuulet's office.

APPENDIX A
r
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b. That all welfare supplies brought in for free distributi
should. be: alilotted in cooperution with the American «ed Cross (or any
. other agenecy”concerned)-to-tie desigunated French agencies after agree
* ment with i, Coulet's office, with a notice of the action taken to

communications zone G-5 Supply and to Mission Frangaise d'Approvision
nements. - - :

¢. That the Mission (France) keep a record of the supplies
coming in for free distribution or otherwise allotted to welfare
agencies against emergency welfare needs, as requested by !’ Coulet's
office, on behalf of the-French national welfure agencies, in order
that we may know. to what -extent we are meeting this request at any |
given tims.

7. It is further suggested that we discuss with the French the
possibility of distributing the CA supplie€s through French welfare
agencies in order that the individuals in greatest need will be sutis-
fied gna'to eliminate the posgsibility of these supplies geimt into
black market channels.

8. 'warehousé31qt00ntroi P#océdare);-ﬂ

a. A number of warehouses have ‘been investiguted and consid-
arable stocks have been discovered, control of which is in the hands
of the Alsrican Army Quartermaster and the French. :

Toinbe T 'lany rof  these- warehouses are now.-being-turned over to the
Delegate of Intsr-jpllied Relations, who has a commitfee in whiceh Frenc
Military authorities are -represented.

¢. Jureiouses-ure turned over uniaventoried. French have
i8ked that nothing be relegsed uptil they cun be inventoried, which
consitututes  gothiog more thaf a-chapge of guard. . :

d., As soon as inventory is taken report is submitted to G-4,
jeine  section. G-4 reviews tne inventory and if none of the items
are of interest’to them; the matter if turned over to G-5 who issues
i receipt for the warehouse and the material is then at the disposal
or thae.French: ' If inventory contulins any ‘control items', Seine 3ec~
tion clears this with Commupnications Zone, G-4 ~ivision.

€. All such material, which is turned over to Army Quarter-
naster is extremely difficult to obtain because of supply shortages.

1905 tons of CA clothing available in U. S. called for today, 22 Nov
1944, delivery in January (In addition to are others to. . be for sale.)

JOTES ON CONFEZRENCE WITH AlSRIC.N RED CROSS:

ls 'Suipments of RC clothing and supnlies in Southern France:
Total landed: 900 tous. -

a. 250 Tons - loaded on rail wagons today &t Toulon, for
y shipment to Paris. Expected in Paris in week or 10 days.

b. 50 tons being shipped to 7 Army, Epinal
¢. 100 tons to be shipped to 7 Army in near future.
ds . 100 tons to be shipped to 3 Army at Lyons.
=h Boo'tans,'distributed in Southern France.
- 48 ‘200 tons to be allocated.
300 tons TUTAL
250 tons enroute.

“" 2. Received in Cherbourg relief, clothing and supplies from
_ongressman swey.

300 Tons including: 800 boxes for children
BT & 13 50 ™ . ‘clothes for children
60 sdoap
60 shoes

.

b




Je

To be shipped today from Southampton to Paris:

4. Shipped today from London to Brest: 100 toas.
* plies undoubtedly are being sent forward - but where you
record of it I have not discoversd.,




	S-1253-0000-0366_0001
	S-1253-0000-0366_0002
	S-1253-0000-0366_0003
	S-1253-0000-0366_0004
	S-1253-0000-0366_0005
	S-1253-0000-0366_0006
	S-1253-0000-0366_0007
	S-1253-0000-0366_0008
	S-1253-0000-0366_0009
	S-1253-0000-0366_0010
	S-1253-0000-0366_0011
	S-1253-0000-0366_0012
	S-1253-0000-0366_0013
	S-1253-0000-0366_0014
	S-1253-0000-0366_0015
	S-1253-0000-0366_0016
	S-1253-0000-0366_0017
	S-1253-0000-0366_0018
	S-1253-0000-0366_0019
	S-1253-0000-0366_0020
	S-1253-0000-0366_0021
	S-1253-0000-0366_0022
	S-1253-0000-0366_0023
	S-1253-0000-0366_0024
	S-1253-0000-0366_0025
	S-1253-0000-0366_0026
	S-1253-0000-0366_0027
	S-1253-0000-0366_0028
	S-1253-0000-0366_0029
	S-1253-0000-0366_0030
	S-1253-0000-0366_0031
	S-1253-0000-0366_0032
	S-1253-0000-0366_0033
	S-1253-0000-0366_0034
	S-1253-0000-0366_0035
	S-1253-0000-0366_0036
	S-1253-0000-0366_0037
	S-1253-0000-0366_0038

