
Note to Mr. Nambiar 

The Secretary-General's trip to Africa 

1. As you are aware, late May/early June, the Secretary-General will travel to 
Kampala (Uganda) and South Africa to attend the Review Conference of the Rome 
Statute, and the opening of the World Cup, respectively. The agenda of the ICC Review 
Conference, which will take place from 31 May to 11 June 2010, will focus on the 
consideration of the progress of international criminal justice and proposals for 
amendment of the Rome Statute, including proposals for a provision on the crime of 
aggressiOn. 

2. We believe the Secretary-General could use this occasion to also visit Malawi, 
Nigeria and Sierra Leone. The Secretary-General's trip to Malawi could offer an 
excellent opportunity to discuss with President Bingu wa Mutharika, current Chairman of 
the African Union, peace and security challenges in Africa. Discussions could also focus 
on how best the UN can support President Mutharika's efforts to implement his priorities 
for Africa, in particular investing in food security, transport infrastructure and energy. He 
could also seize the occasion to show support to Malawi's significant progress towards 
achieving the MDGs targets. 

3. In Sierra Leone, the Secretary-General would support the Government's efforts to 
build on the gains achieved so far in peace-consolidation and to address the remaining 
governance challenges. The visit would also be seen as a response to the invitation that 
the Government extended to the Secretary-General in October last year. His trip to 
Nigeria will provide the opportunity to discuss with H.E.Goodluck Jonathan, recently­
appointed Acting President and Commander-in-Chief of the Federal Republic ofNigeria, 
and ECOW AS Chairman, practical ways in which the UN and Nigeria can address 
critical issues of common interest, including peace, security and governance challenges. 
Similarly, the Secretary-General and the Nigerian Head of State could discuss how best 
to tackle the many crises in which West Africa is engulfed. 

4. Should the Secretary-General approve this proposal, we would initiate the 
necessary preparations on his visits to these countries, together with his trip to Uganda 
and South Africa. 
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