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1. On 13 January 2014, I travelled to the United Kingdom, which is the only P5 , 6
Member State that I had not yet visited, to meet with senior officials and to speak at the
Chatham House, where I delivered remarks on "UN Peacekeeping Operations in Africa :
change in 2013 and priorities for 2014". At the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, I
met with Mr. Simmonds, the Minister for Africa and Conflict Issues, Ms. Macintosh, the
Director for Defense and International Security, and Mr. Hailey, Africa Director. At the
Ministry ofDefense I met with Mr. Murrison, the Minister for International Security
Strategy, and Ms. Stevenson, the Head of NATO and European Policy. I then travelled to
Paris on 14 January where I was invited by the Secretary General of the Organization
Internationale de la Francophonie, Abdou Diouf, to deliver remarks on "les Operations de
paix dans l'espace Francophone". I took the opportunity of my presence in Paris to meet
with Minister of Foreign Affairs Fabius and to provide a presentation on peacekeeping
operations before the Foreign Affairs Committee ofthe National Assembly.

2. My interlocutors indicated that, in the context of discussions leading to the launch
before the end of the year of the UK's military strategic review, London was giving
serious consideration to increasing the UK's troop contribution to peacekeeping
operations . Such an increase could, in particular, take place by redeploying some of the
specialized units currently serving in Afghanistan following their withdrawal. At the
same time, they cautioned that we should not expect a sudden substantial increase.

3. My meetings were all very much focused on Africa, particularly the Central African
Republic, and to a lesser extent Mali and the DRC. Cote d'Ivoire, Liberia and Haiti were
only mentioned in terms of emphasizing the need to rightsize these missions and to move,
in a near future, toward their closure. I mentioned that ASG Mulet would be leading
Strategic Mission Reviews of both UNMIL and UNOeI in February. Minister Simmonds
raised UNAMID as he was travelling to Khartoum that same evening.

4. With regard to the CAR, all my interlocutors expressed the view that a peacekeeping
operation should be established sooner rather than later. During discussions of various
options my interlocutors inquired about the idea of a joint UN-AU operation. This was
initially met with some doubt but, both the British, and later the French, reacted more
positively to the idea when I explained that circumstances differed significantly from
those in Darfur and that the UN had Iearntlessons from that experience. I nevertheless
stated very clearly that at this preliminary stage we were reflecting on this option
internally, along with others. The deployment of an ED military operation in CAR was
also discussed. My British interlocutors appeared quite hesitant in their support for such a
force; a team from the Ministry ofDefense planned to travel to Paris to discuss the
proposal in detail. The option under consideration which appeared to be gathering
consensus entailed a force deployed in Bangui and focused on security at the.ai .t,. ~_ . ~

facilitation of humanitarian relief and training of the army. This force would include 6 4
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troops, including 150 French troops which would probably be taken from Operation
-Sangaris. In the context of a possible deployment of ED troops in CAR, which could de
facto act as a ridging force to a UN operation, Minister Murrison sought my views on
how long it would take for the UN to "take over". I indicated that six months would be a
reasonable timeframe.

5. Ministers Simmonds and Fabius mentioned that AU Commissioner Chergui had asked
the UK and France to support MISCA, so as to give the AU sufficient time to prove their
capacity to handle the crisis. My interlocutors generally expressed the view that although
we should not appear to be "pushing the African Union around", the CAR clearly needs a
peacekeeping operation in a very near future. Minister Simmonds asked whether we
could use intermission cooperation (IMC) for the force generation of the first group of
military contingents in an eventual peacekeeping operation in the CAR. I indicated that
we would probably have to start by rehatting MISCA troops into blue helmets and that
we would indeed try to maximize the use ofIMC. I noted that, however, the ongoing
crisis in South Sudan had significantly curtailed our room for maneuver in terms of a
possible use of IMC for CAR.

6. On South Sudan, the UK expressed strong appreciation for the reinforcement of
UNMISS pursuant to resolution 2132. My interlocutors commended the Secretariat for
being able to achieve this by using, for the most part, intermission cooperation. They
were also pleased to learn of the focus on protection of civilian, human rights and
humanitarian assistance. Minister Simmonds informed that Prime Minister Cameron and
he had both conveyed a strong message to Uganda regarding its "unfortunate"
intervention in South Sudan, given its simultaneous role in the IGAD mediation.

7. On Darfur, I mentioned the main issues faced by the UN and Minister Simmonds
proposed to convey a strong message to Khartoum asking for more cooperation and for
guarantees for total freedom of movement for UN personnel. I also mentioned the
forthcoming first mission of the Director for Peacekeeping Strategic Partnership to
UNAMID. All my British interlocutors expressed their commitment to keep Darfur at the
top of their agenda.

8. France and the UK expressed their appreciation for DPKO's successful efforts to
reduce the costs of peacekeeping operations. They enthusiastically welcomed and
supported the work underway within DPKO on the possibility of having a greater
proportion of the Member State peacekeeping expenditures considered as development
assistance contributions. My French and English interlocutors also expressed their
appreciation for DPKO's efforts to improve the quality of peacekeeping operations, in
particular with bi-annual strategic reviews and the creation of the Office of the Director
for Peacekeeping Strategic Partnership.

9. President Diouf asked me to convey his warm regards to you, as well as his hope that
you will be able to attend the Summit of OIF in Dakar (29-30 November), which will see
the end of his mandate as Secretary-General.
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