


TO: 

UNITED NATIONS 
RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

Mr •• enshikov 
• Rodnov 

21 March 19~ 

JROM: Louie R. l'ranck 

SUBJECT: Si tua.tion in liberated Upper Alsace. 

You will find attached herewith the highlights of Mr. 
Pierce illiam1 1 report from J'ebruary 17-21, 1945, re&arding the 
•ituation in upper Jlsace. 

~ conclu•ions and reca.mendatione follov. 

l It will not be wile to expect an imaediate contribution of 
French potash troa the liberated potash mines to other liberated 
countries in :lurope. Al thon&h about one-half of the mine a have not 
ben damaied. they still depend on rehabilitation of electric current 
and on an improveaent of the dw Uing situation for the potaeh miners. 

• !he textile indultr,r of Upper Jlsace (cotton mills) depends 
'f.cru arlr reaumption of its activities on an important work of re­
habilitation of the electric facilities. ~ long as the power sit~ 
tion of theae plants will not have eeriouelr improve I d.on 1 t believe 
it will be vise to take account ot their ev ntual contribution to anr 
plan of manufacturi~ in lrance of cotton cooda with imported cotton 
for re-export in other liberated countries. 

3. If tmmU. could help, 1 t should be mainlr for shel tar, clothing 
and too It 1eems veey dubiou• to me thet tmmU. could help b7 provid-
in lrance with pre-fabricated, knocked-down, barracks. But we might 
follow with 110 in London the distribution ot so e clothinc, footwear 
and food to the population ot liberated Upper Jlsace, particularlr in 
the fora of an outript cift to the J'rench Coordinating W lfare ency • 
1JDtr1aide J'rancai••·' 

.lttachaeDt 



UNITED NATIONS 

RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

TO: r. enshikov 
r. Rodnov 

FRO : Louis R. Franck 

21 March 1945 

SUBJECT: Report by Pierce Williams of his visit to Upper Alsace, 
February 17-21, ~945. 

The highlights of the interesting report by Pierce Williams 
of his visit to upper Alsace follow: 

1. Potash fines 

Of 14 mines, six are ready to operate; another five would re­
quire from five to six months to rehabilitate; three would, it is esti­
mated, tw~e over a year. Both coal and electrical power are still 
lackine; and resumption of mining on a full scale is e.rdly likely to be 
feasible for some time to come. It is also stressed th t the man-power 
problem presents difficulties due to the damage suffered by the workers 
dw llings in the miners 1 toms. These 1orkers would need to be provided 
with temporary housing before they could resume regular work in the 
potash mines. 

Although Mr. Pierce Williams does not make any forecast as to 
the quantity of potash which will be eventually dug out in the co ing 
future, it does not seem, according to his report, that lar~e quantities, 
if any, could be ca.de available by i'rance for re-export to other liberated 
areas. 

Many miners from the potash min s are PoliSh workers; on account 
of military operations many of these miners are now refugees in nearby 
villages; they are not displaced persons insofar s they worked in the 
Jlsace potash mines for any years before the war broke out. It is neces­
sary, if the potash miners should resume operations shortly, that some 
temporary habitation - barracks or other- should be provided for the 
Polish miners in the villages from which they had to be evacuated. 

2. ~extile Plants 

The daJJaE;e to :textile and machine construction plants is not 
serious and no considerable quantity of industrial equipment was carried 
off into Germany hy the Nazi authorities. But most of these textil plants 
operate on purfhaaed current; one of the important gen r ting stations, 
Kempa, on the Rhine, has been seriously clamaf;ed by enemy action. The 
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distribution ayatem thro~out Upper .Uaace is out of commiaaion, chiefly 
because the transformers lack oil; furthermore, maDT of the towers carr.v­
ing the transmission lines have been knocked down b7 artiller)" fire. Some 
power, it 'II1Iq be expected, will be obtainable from nearby Swiss hydro­
electric plants and by t)"ing in the plant• of the Moselle area when liber-
ated 

Jnyway, according to Kr Williams, little would be cained b7 
the importation of cotton and other raw ma.terialt in advance of the re­
establishment of the electric power indaatry. If we remember that in 
pre-war time 46~ of the spindles and ~ of the power looms of the Jrench 
cotton industry were located in Al sace and eastern France, we will immed­
iately understand that any plan to utilize rrance as a country for man~ 
facturing cotton goode for other liberated areas with imported cotton 
should 1bake into account the preliminary necessity of eatablillhi~ tb.e 
electricel power indU8tr,y on which textile plants are dependent. 

3. Say Mille 

Scattered through upper Jlaace are numerous small saw-mille, 
practically alfX!ependent on electric current for their operations. If 
power could b aa~ed taem, thw,r could turn out a considerable quantity 
of lumb r for reb~l4i 

4. Suggested tmmU. Relp 

Houain& it the outstandilli problem at the aQJD.ent in l1~ .Uaaoe, 
and if 'UlUllU., in tome m:lraculou yq, could supply 200.000 .square r .. t of 
pr ... fabricated, t:ne*ed down barrack• ~not naceaaar1l7 family dvellin&a) 
1 t would b a Goc1-aen4. 

.Aa to relief ,ooda, umuu. mi&ht canTU the polaibility of meld.nc 
aA o~tl'iiht &it't to lntr1aide Jrancaite for a quant1t7 of special food 
i tema, auch aa would not be available a1 ther in the general food re­
tourcee of J'rance or in thoee which the Sixth Army Gro'W m1eht be able 
to epa.re frOil ita ow Oivil Affair• tocka. .L lift o1 clothi~ to Entr de 
Jr-.cat .. aacJ. aleo of :lbo would be welcoae 
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