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REFERENCE:

12 February 2009

Dear Ms. Einhorn,
On behalf of the Secretary-General, I thank you for your letter of
7 January 2009, in connection with the commencement address at SAIS, Johns
Hopkins University, which you proposed that the Secretary-General deliver on
21 May 2009.
I am pleased to inform you that the Secretary-General has accepted your
invitation. Therefore, I would suggest that our Offices remain in touch in order
to discuss the arrangements for the Secretary-General's participation in this
event. I may be contacted directly by telephone at (212) 963 9328 or by email at
yoon@un.org for all intents and purposes.
Yours sincerely,

h~
Yeocheol Yoon
Special Assistant to the Secretary-General
& Chief, Scheduling Office

Ms. Jessica Einhorn
Office of the Dean
The Paul H. Nitze School of
Advanced International Studies
Johns Hopkins University
Washington, DC
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Oflh;e of the Dean

January 7, 2009

His Excellency
Ban Ki-moon
Secretaty-General of the United Nations
United Nations Plaza
New York, NY 10017
Dear Mr. Secretary-General,
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I am wntmg to express rny deep apprectabon for YllliL<.!:.{;C~.Rl~!l~~- to _QJ!LJJIY!tatJQ!!JQ__
deliver the commencement address at SAIS, Johns !fqpk4J...§...1!niy~r~!_cyjg,_W!!§.hi!!EtQ!1,__Q_{;_,_ Q~L
May 21, 2009 at Constitution Hall, 18th & D Streets, NW at 3 pm. D.C. Ambassador Lee called
me today to confirm your kindest conunitment. As with all our commencement speakers, we
understand that "force majeure" can intervene, especially in international affairs.
I am attaching a copy of our original letter of invitation from last May, for the

convenience· of your scheduling staff. Please ask the appropriate person to be in touch with us so
that we can be sure that the correct arrangements are in place for your visit.
'·

As you know, you are the guest our graduating class hoped for. We will have an
announcement ready for them when they return from winter break on January 21,2009.
I look forward to introducing you to our students.

All best wishes,
Sincerely,

Enclosure: Letter of May 23, 2008
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6 January 2009

Office of the Dean

FAX TRANSMISSION (2 pages in total)

TO:

Mr. Sebastian Lawson
Office of the Secretary-General

Fax: 212-963-2155
FR:

Dean Jessica Einhorn's office

RE:

Letter from Dean Einhorn

Fax:202-663-5621
Tel: 202-663-5624

Following is a letter from Dean.Einhorn to the s'ecretary-General which we sent by
FEDEX today.

RECEIVED TIME JAN. 6.

4:09PM
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The Paul H. Nitze School
of Advanced International Studies
1740 Massachusetts Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20036
202.663.5624 I 202.663.5621 fax

December 1, 2008

Office of the Dean

Mr. Sebastien Lawson
Office of the Secretary-General
United Nations Plaza
New York, NY 10017
Dear Mr. Lawson,
On behalf of the students at our School (SAIS, Johns Hopkins University), in May
2008, I wrote the attached letter to the Secretary General inviting him to be our
commencement speaker in May 2009 in Washington D.C.
Understandably, the initial response was to hold the letter of invitation until the
Secretary-General's schedule became clearer for the date we specified. In the intervening
months, we have periodically checked in to see where things stood. So far, we have no
indication of a response or the date when one might be anticipated. The students are keen
to hear the SG on this all important occasion. We have been fortunate to have attracted
other highly esteemed international leaders in the past, including Kofi Annan, and would
be honored by Ban Ki-moon's presence in 2009.
On a much more personal note, we wrote to Ban Ki-moon even before he was
chosen as SG, and invited him to be our speaker in 2007. At that time, he was unable to
accept our invitation because he was so new in his position. Our earlier invitation was
. also a way to mark the important place of Korea studies in our curriculum, as we moved
to add that country study as a focus of our curriculum. In the meantime, our Korea
studies program has become a center of learning and outreach.
I am aware and celebrate the fact that the Secretary General is now a citizen of the
world. I hope that the standing of our School in the study of international affairs would
merit consideration. I know that Don Oberdorfer, Professor Suh and others would be
delighted to welcome him on this occasion.

Attachment
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The Paul H. Nitze School
of Advanced International Studies
1740 Massachusetts Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20036
202.663.5624 I 202.663.5621 fax
Office ot the Dean

May23, 2008

His ·Excellency
Ban Ki-moon
Secretary-General of the United Nations
United Nations Plaza
New York, NY 10017
Dear Mr. Secretary-General,
You might recall that, two years ago, when you were just entering the leadership
position at the United Nations, the graduating class at Johns Hopkins University's School of
Advanced International Studies (SAIS) wanted very much for you to give the keynote address at
their commencement. At that time, you were unable to make a commitment for your calendar.
(see enclosed letter of January 23, 2007)
We are just concluding the academic year at SAIS and the newly-elected representatives
of next year's class have already asked for the honor of your presence at their graduation. So
with much personal pleasure, on behalf of the graduating students and the faculty of SAIS I
would like to invite you to be the speaker for the 2009 commencement ceremony.
Commencement will be held in Washington, DC at Constitution Hall, 18th & D Streets, NW, on
Thursday, May 21, 2009. The ceremony is scheduled to begin at 3 pm. We estimate you
could depart as early as 4 pm or, if you chose to remain for the fuil ceremony, at 5 pm.
As you may know, SAIS is one of the preeminent schools of international relations in
the world. Founded 65 years ago, SAIS has been dedicated to educating men and women for
careers of leadership in international affairs in the public and private sectors. Since many of our
students are non-American, we are educating future leaders not only for America but also for
the entire world. With campuses in Bologna, Italy, and Nanjing, China, in addition to the
Washington, DC campus, SAIS is truly a global institution. Our alumni work throughout the
world in diplomacy, public service, journalism, business, and education. Nearly a hundred of
our graduates have served as ambassadors of the United States or of other countries. Recent
past commencement speakers have included William McDonough (2003), R. Nicholas Burns
(2004), Robert Rubin (2005), Mohamed EIBaradei (2006), David Manning (2007), and Robert
Zoellick (2008).

. .. .

His Excellency
BanKi-moon
May23, 2008
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If your staff would like more information about the SAIS commencement, they may
contact my assjstant, Jill Villatoro by phone at 202-663-5624, by e-mail at jvillatl@jhu.edu or
by fax at 202-663-5621.
Sincerely,

\·. .0---~~
.· p f '
JessQ P. Einhorn
Dean

Enclosure: Letter of January 23, 2007

