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BRIEFING NOTE FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
MEETING Wim H,E, MR, SOMSAYAT LENGSAYAD
FOREIGN MINISTER OF THE•LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

I.

Laos and the United Nations

1.
The UN has built up an extensive network of relations with Laos. Most notable
has been the work of UNDP whose Fifth Country Programme will end in December
1996 having provided over $50 million in aid over the past five years. This assistance
has concentrated on support for Laos's economic reform and the development of its
physical infrastructure and human resources. From 1997 cooperation will continue
through a proposed four-year Country Cooperation Framework, the main objective of
which is poverty eradication. UNDP coordinates much of its work with UNICEF,
WHO, UNFPA, UNDCP, FAO and UNHCR. UNDP also oversees the programme to
clear the country's severe problem with unexploded ordinance. In December 1995,
DPKO and DHA sent an expert team to Laos to assess this situation.
2.
The World Bank and the IMF.assist Laos with financial aid, loans and technical
advice in furthering Laos's economic reforms. The IMF, which began its assistance to
Laos in 1989, this month praised Vientiane for its macroeconomic programme and
indicated that the last tranche of a $54 million would soon be forthcoming.
3.
As at 15 September, Laos had no outstanding debts to the UN regular budget but it
did have minor debts to peace-keeping. There is currently one Lao national working for
the UN in posts subject to geographical distribution; the desirable range is 2 to 14.

II.

Foreign relations
(a) ASEAN and general regional relations

4.
Laos will become a full member of ASEAN in July 1997. In July, Foreign
Minister Alatas of Indonesia noted that, whilst Laos's shortage of human resources and
funds would pose serious difficulties to the country's entry into ASEAN, the organization
would help Laos overcome some of these problems. Entry into ASEAN is integral to
Laos's decision to pursue more active1y than hitherto its economic interests in the
international arena. Membership in ASEAN will allow Laos to avoid exclusive relations
with any of its three powerful neighbours (China, Thailand and Viet Nam) and make it
easier to resist donor pressure for democratic reform.
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5.
Recent developments provide a clear indication of Laos's desire to re-enter the
international community. First, Laos has successfully completed its border demarcation
talks with China, Myanmar and Viet Nam, leaving only those with Cambodia and
Thailand to be resolved. Moreover, Laos and the Philippines have agreed in principle to
re-open embassies in each other's capitals following their closure in 1983 whilw full
diplomatic relations were re-established with the Republic of Korea late last year, twenty
years after their termination. In June; Laos and Malaysia formally agreed to establish a
joint commission to enhance economic relations. Relations with China continue to
expand following the opening in February of the first authorized trading post along the
joint border in northern Laos. The near total economic hegemony that China exerts over
northern Laos could, however, be a future source of Sino-Laotian tension. Finally, plans
are underway to build road and rail links throughout the Mekong area into southern China
making Laos the central conduit for trade in the region.
(b)

Thailand

6.
On 8 September, the Foreign Ministers of Laos and Thailand agreed to conduct a
survey and demarcate their common border in the near future. This followed a decision
in November 1995 to upgrade boundary talks to the level of full minister. The most
contentious issue concerns control of the area around Ban Romklao, the site of a brief,
violent conflict in 1987-1988. Ongoing high-level contacts (e.g. Thai Prime Minister
Silpa'archa's June visit to Vientiane and Foreign Minister Lengsavad's meeting with his
Thai counterpart), Laos's imminent entry into ASEAN and close economic relations
should help ensure satisfactory ties. lt is likely, however, that Laos's increasing
international outlook is partially in response to fears that the country is in danger of
"Thai-ification"; currently 42% of foreign investment comes from Thailand. There are
roughly 6,000 Hmong refugees living in camps in Thailand who fled Laos in the 1970s.

m.

Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS)

7.
Cooperation among the six nations of the GMS (Cambodia, China, Laos,
Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam), home to 230 million people, has developed
significantly in the past year. In Kuala Lumpur in May, it was agreed by all six to
accelerate development of the region's infrastructure. Over $1 billion in investment is
initially being sought in what will eventually tum out to be a multi-billion dollar project.
A second meeting in Kunming, China, this August further confirmed the desire of the
GMS nations to knit the region together. They will be assisted in this process primarily
by the other ASEAN countries, the Asian Development Bank and Japan. UNDP is
assisting in the coordination of aid for this programme.
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8.
Both Vientiane and Phnom Penh want to house the secretariat of the Mekong
River Commission, a formal grouping comprising Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and
Viet Nam. No decision has yet been taken on this issue.

IV.

Developments in Laos

9.
As is the case in Viet Nam, the ruling Communist Party in Laos has been wrestling
with the conundrum of how to shift from a centralized economy to a free market but
without attendant political change. So far, the Lao People's Revolutionary Party {LPRP)
has been relatively successful in attaiuing this goal: for the past five years Laos has
enjoyed economic growth averaging 6.4% and is beginning to reap the benefits of liberal
foreign investment codes (about $5 billion has been invested since 1988). There has even
been limited political reform: direct elections for the National Assembly, albeit heavily
controlled, were introduced in 1992 while the 1991 Constitution highlights the rule of law
more than was the case before. The State, however, remains all but synonymous with the
LPRP.
10.
The most significant event of the year was the Sixth Congress of the LPRP held in
Vientiane in March. The overall outcome of the Congress appears to have been a
decision to continue economic reform but under greater Party control. The result was a
slight swing towards retrenchment and an increase in the influence of the military. There
was, however, a slight generational change in favour of youth among the Party's highest
ranks. Although Nouhak Phoumsavanh, 82, one of the last of the first generation of
revolutionaries, retired from the Politburo, he remains the country's President.
11.
The primary policy goals arrived at were for Laos to overcome its underdeveloped
status by 2020, the attainment of 8% annual GDP growth for the next five years and a
commitment to root out corruption antl inefficiency within the administration. The
LPRP's grip on power, furthermore, was emphasized throughout the Congress. The Party
continues to repress dissenting political opinion.
12.
Laos faces a number of domestic tensions, however, which could ultimately
threaten the premier position of the LPRP. Most significant is the widening income gap,
and consequent risk of social stress, between the urban and rural populations due to
unbalanced economic development favouring the political centre (Vientiane). The
potential for ethnic strife is also apparent in a country as diverse as Laos in which the
majority group makes up only 60% of the population. In 1995, a small mutiny reportedly
occurred following a series of promotions in which a Hmong General was overlooked.
The authorities are obviously aware of this danger as evidenced by the LPRP reshuffle in

I
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March which promoted to the Politburo three members of ethnic minorities. Finally,
despite the economic reforms, Laos remains one of the world's poorest countries with
over 20% of its budget made up of foreign aid and a GDP per capita of only $350. The
World Bank estimates that over half the population lives below the poverty line. The
average life expectancy is 51 years of age. For the moment, however, economic gains,
the lack of a viable opposition and the absence of a middle class should ensure that the
LPRP faces no major._opposition to its authority for the foreseeable future.

TALKING POINTS FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
MEETING WITH H.E, MR, SOMSAVAT LENGSAVAD
FOREIGN MINISTER OF THE LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
I.

Laos and the United Nations

♦

Welcome the close cooperation between Laos and many of the institutions and
specialized agencies of the UN, in particular UNDP and the Bretton Woods
institutions; reiterate the willingness of the UN family to continue to assist in
improving the welfare of the Lao people;

♦

Note with particular interest the project overseen by UNDP to clear the country of
unexploded ordinance; express sympathy for the continued suffering caused by
such weapons and ask for an update on the progress made by the programme;

♦
II.

f Thank Laos for its full contribution to the UN regular budget.
Foreign relations
(a) ASEAN and general regional relations

♦

Highlight the positive effects that the imminent entry of Laos into ASEAN will
have both for the development of Laos and for the furtherance of regional
cooperation throughout southeast Asia;

♦

Welcome also Laos' s growing presence in the international arena, noting, in
particular, the resumption late last year of full diplomatic ties with the Republic of
Korea; such a move can only help accelerate the process of Laos's economic
reform.

-2-

(b) Thailand

♦

Acknowledge the improving relations between Laos and Thailand, praise their
constructive approach in trying to reach a mutually satisfactory solution to the
border dispute and urge continued perseverance in trying to solve the problem;

♦

In this regard, note that your interlocutor
met with his Thai counterpart earlier this
,
month to continue discussions on the border issue; ask the Foreign Minister to
brief you on the outcome of these discussions.

m.

Greater Mekong Sub-region

♦

Express interest in the ambitious plans to develop the Greater Mekong Sub-region
and ask about progress so far; welcome any such moves designed both to further
regional cooperation and improve the welfare of the peoples of the sub-region.

IV.

Developments in Laos

♦

Note the high regard in which the people of Laos hold their President, Nouhak
Phoumsavanh (82), one of the last of the first generation of revolutionaries, and
express the hope that he is in good health;

♦

Praise the Government for the continued implementation of economic reform and
note the positive decisions taken in this regard at the recent congress of the ruling
Lao People's Revolutionary Party;
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♦

Welcome the steps taken so far by the Laotian Government to strengthen the rule
of law and suggest that continued advancements in this area would create a greater
feeling of security in the country and encourage further foreign investment;

♦

In this regard, encourage Laos to adhere to the two international human rights
covenants.

;{1onathan ~tice
Approved bYff rancesc L.ndrell

E';J;~PA

26 September 1996

.PROFILE
H,E, MR, SOMSAYAT LENGSAYAD
FOREIGN MINISTER OF THE LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
FM Somsavat Lengsavad was born on 15 June 1945 in Luang Prabang
Municipality in northern Laos. He is married with three children.
In 1961, he joined the People's Revolutionary Movement, becoming a cadre to the
Central Committee of the Lao People's Revolutionary Party (LPRP) in 1964. From 1975
until 1982, Mr. Somsavat Lengsavad was head of the Secretariat of the LPRP Central
Committee and of the Chairman of the Council of Ministers. He was subsequently
appointed Deputy Chief of the Cabinet of the LPRP's Central Committee and Council of
Ministers, a post which he held until 1988.
In 1989, he became the Ambassador of Laos to Bulgaria and in 1991 was elected a
member of the LPRP 's Central Committee at the fifth Congress of the LPRP. Between
August 1991 and February 1993, Foreign Minister Somsavat Lengsavad was Chief of the
Cabinet of the Council of Ministers and the LPRP Central Committee as well as the
Minister attached to the President of the LPRP. He was appointed Minister of Foreign
Affairs in February 1993 .

September 1996

Lao People's Dem. Rep.
Outstanding contributions as at 15 September 1996
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Regular Budget
( 1996 scale of assessment:

0.0100% )

Prior years
Current year

0
Q

0
i

International Tribunals
Prior year
Current year

2,600
2,899

5,499

Peace-keeping Operations

Prior years
Current year

0
6,352

Total

11,851

--------------

Amounts owed by the United Nations for:
Troops (actual as at 31 August 1996)
Contingent-owned equipment (preliminary as at 30 June 1996)
Total

0
Q
0

--------------
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25 September 1996
Recruitment Update
LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

L

Total staff in the UN Secr.etariat:

There are 4 staff members on board of whom 1 is a woman.
2,

Geographical representation

Desirable range:
Midpoint:
Staff on board:
3.

2-14
6.10
1

Geographical st ~IT on board at the D-2 level and above : 0
Geographical staff on board at the D-1 & P-5 levels :

P-5: 1

Nilsvang, K. - DPKO
4.

Staff at the D-2 level & above not included in geographical stafT on board : 0

5,

Language staff 0

6.

Appointments of less than 12 months (100 series): 0

7.

Candidates recruited during the last 24 m ::, nt:is : 0

8.

Staff reaching retirement:

9,

Candidates on the ThHS recruitment roster: 0

Note: l _Figure in parentheses represents women.
2 , Names in bold= women
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TALKING POINTS
FOR

H.E. Kamphoui Keoboualapha
Dep. PM of
LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

Wednesday, 11 October, 1995

10.30 a.m.

OK By: CG
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BRIEFING NOTE FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
MEETING WITH H.E. MR. KHAMPHOUI KEOBOUALAPHA
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER, LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

1.

Laos/United Nations

Laos's contribution to the 1995 regular budget is 0.01 % or $109,278. It has paid
this in full. A;; at the end of August, Laos had minor outstanding debts to several
peacekeeping missions. Laos has no peacekeeping personnel in the field.
United Nations organs have an extensive presence in Laos. They include IMF, the
World Bank, UNDP, WHO, and the UN International Drug Control Programme. UNDP has
played a key role in promoting cooperation among the Mekong river countries over the
river's development and in April an agreement to this effect was signed by Laos, Thailand,
Viet Nam and Cambodia leading to the establishment of the Mekong River Commission.
This body will hold its first meeting in January in Phnom Penh. It is hoped that China and
Myanmar will soon join the Commission so that it incorporates all six riparian countries.

2.

Regional relations

Relations with Thailand had been poor for some time primarily due to a border
delimitation dispute, the use of Thai territory by resistance elements fighting the Lao
People's Democratic Republic (LPDR) and the presence in Thailand of Hmong refugees
who fled LPDR following the communist victory in 1975. Relations reached a nadir in
1987/88 with brief but violent border skirmishes in the disputed Ban Romklao area. The
situation has now significantly improved in a process which began with the 1988
Agreement for Friendship and Mutual Cooperation. Thailand also supports Laos's entry
into ASEAN. Moreover, a joint committee has been established to look into border
demarcation. At its last meeting in Vientiane in December 1994, both sides expressed
satisfaction with the progress so far made. Thailand has also helped by clamping down
on the use of its territory by insurgents fighting the LPDR regime. Increasing investment
in Laos by Thai businesses and high-level reciprocal visits (such as last February's visit to
Bangkok by Laotian President Nouhak Phoumsavanh) should further improve ties.
LPDR, a signatory to the Paris Peace Agreements, has forged constructive ties
with the Cambodian Government. Several high-level reciprocal visits have taken place
this year including one to Phnom Penh by President Nouhak Phoumsavanh in July.
Moreover, a Joint Commission for Bilateral Cooperation was established earlier in the
year. King Sihanouk plans to visit Vientiane in December to sign a Treaty of Friendship
and Cooperation. Certain sections of the joint border remain to be finally demarcated but
it is expected that this problem will soon be settled.

al
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Laos, a landlocked State, also has solid relations with its other neighbours.
Despite Viet Nam' s waning influence over Laos following the end of Soviet financial aid
and the withdrawal of Vietnamese forces from Laos in 1988, bilateral relations between
Laos and Viet Nam remain strong. China, however, has developed increasingly close
commercial and politieal ties with Laos. In late 1993, the two countries signed an accord
on defence cooperation. It was Deputy PM Khamphoui who headed the Laotian
delegation to Beijing to secure this agreement. Finally, in May of this year, the first
meeting of the Laos/Myanmar Joint Commission for Cooperation was held resulting in
the fixing of the countries' shared boundary.

3.

ASEAN

In July 1992, Laos signed the ASEAN Treaty of Amity and Cooperation and was
granted Observer Status to that organization. At this year's ministerial meeting in Brunei,
Foreign Minister Somsavat Lengsavad announced Laos's desire to become a full ASEAN
member by 1997 and informed the grouping of his country's preparations towards this goal.

4.

Refugees

The refugee situation is close to resolution with only around 10,000 Hmong
refugees still in Thailand from an original figure of 150,000. Those remaining, however,
are largely reluctant to return to Laos but a mandatory deadline for their repatriation,
which has been sponsored by UNHCR, has been set for the end of 1995. Laos, on the
other hand, has cited security concerns as the reason why it will not be willing to take
back the recalcitrants, the Hmong having largely been resistant to the now ruling People's
Revolutionary Party during and after the country's civil war.

5.

Domestic situation

Like its neighbour, Viet Nam, the Government of Laos is attempting to convert the
country's centrally planned economy to the free market whilst maintaining tight political
control. Fiscal discipline and the liberalization of foreign investment regulations have
certainly improved the Laotian economy which is showing an annual GDP growth of over
6% and a reduction in inflation from 85% in 1989 to a hoped for 5% this year. These
economic reforms, Laos's central location in the region and the current political stability
bode well for the future.

... '
-
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Laos, however, remains one of the poorest countries in the world with a per capita
GNP of $260 and with 85% of the population living in rural subsistence unaffected by the
economic progress concentrated in urban areas. Foreign assistance accounted for over
40% of the 1994 budget. Moreover, recent droughts and flooding have led to food
shortages in some regions and also to outbreaks of cholera. Earlier this year WHO
launched an international appeal for assistance in fighting the disease and in July the
appeal was pronounced a success.
The country is currently suffering from severe flooding which has affected nearly
400,000 people (out of a population of 4.5 million) and led to a probable rice shortfall of
200,000 tonnes. It is estimated that there is an immediate need for 36,600 tonnes of rice
in addition to equipment and medicine to cope with potential outbreaks of malaria and
water-borne disease. The Government has established a National Flood Prevention
Committee and has issued an appeal with DHA helping to coordinate the incoming aid.
The UN Disaster Assistance Coordination (UNDAC), WFP and FAO have been assisting
in evaluating the extent of the damage. In Vientiane on 22 September, donor
governments and UN agencies convened a donors meeting which led to an immediate
DHA emergency grant of$50,000 for UNDP to purchase and distribute relief. Moreover,
the Governments of Austria, Sweden and the United Kingdom have funded
DHA-UNDAC experts.
Political reform has been extremely limited.- Whilst elections were introduced in
1992 for the National Assembly, the ruling Lao Peoples' Revolutionary Party has
emphasized that there will be no move to multi-party politics with the Party remaining aU
but synonymous with Government. It is expected that this stance will be reconfirmed at
the Party's Sixth Congress in 1996. Indeed, internal pressure for pluralist reforms does
not appear intense partly because the Government's nationalist origins and economic
gains help to legitimize its credentials. Moreover, the Government takes a tough
approach to any opposition that does surface, for example sentencing to lengthy prison
terms three Government officials who in 1990 called for multi-party politics.

,_vz_ P-~~

\j Jonathan Prentice

~

Approved by: Francese Vendrell
Director, EAPD/DPA
9 October 1995
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TALKING POINTS FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
MEETING WITH H.E. MR. KHAMPHOUI KEOBOUALAPHA
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER, LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

1.

Laos/United Nations

♦

Voice satisfaction at the extensive cooperation established between Laos and many
of the United Nations' organs and specialized agencies. Reiterate the commitment
of the UN to continue its assistance to Laos in opening up the country by
improving its infrastructure, strengthening its economy and protecting its
environment;

♦

Welcome, in particular, the establishment of the Mekong River Commission and
refer to the role played by UNDP in its creation. Observe that this development
can only help improve regional relations and express the hope that China and
Myanmar will soon join the Commission;

♦

Thank the Deputy PM for his Government's full payment of its contribution to the
regular budget of the United Nations and emphasize that complete and prompt
payment of all debts to the Organization, by all Member States, is vital for its
proper functioning.

2.

Regional relations

♦

Welcome the positive developments in Laos's relations with its neighbours and, in
particular, praise the efforts made by the Governments of Laos and Thailand to
improve bilateral ties. Express the hope that outstanding issues of border
delimitation can soon be resolved satisfactorily.

....
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3.

ASEAN

♦

Praise Laos's steady progress towards full membership of ASEAN and reiterate the
benefit that this positive trend towards greater regional cooperation has on
Southeast Asia's peace and security.

4.

Refugees

♦

Welcome the progress made towards a final resolution of the refugee problem and
invite the Deputy PM to brief you on the current state of affairs with regard to this
issue. Reiterate the willingness ofUNHCR to continue assisting in the finding of
homes for those Laotians still living in camps in Thailand.

5.

The domestic situation

♦

Commend the recent improvements in Laos's economy due to a series of reforms
undertaken by the Government but note the need for complementary political
reform as a further means of advancing the people's welfare. In this regard,
express the hope that Laos will follow Viet Nam and Cambodia in ratifying in the
near future the two International Covenants on Human Rights;

♦

Express sympathy with the Government and people of Laos for the suffering in the
recent floods which have so afflicted regions of the country and voice the hope that
the situation will soon improve.

(_11-L+~~

~ Jonathan Prentice

~-

Approved b ~ e s c Vendrell
Director, EAPD/DPA
9 October 1995
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PROFILE
H.E. MR. KHAMPHOUI KEOBOUALAPHA
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER
LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

Mr. Keoboualapha began his political career in 1955 when he was appointed Chief
of the Sanasomboune District. From 1956 to 1969 he was the Secretary of the District
Party Organization in Champassak Province and in 1960 he became a member of the Lao
People's Revolution Party. In 1970 he was appointed a member of the Provincial Task
Force followed by, in 1974, posts as Secretary of the Party and President ofChampassak
Province. In 1980 and 1981, Mr. Keoboualapha was Governor of the State Bank and then
Acting Minister of Communication, Transport, Post and Construction. From 1982 to
1985, Mr. Keoboualapha was Vice-Chairman of the State-Party Control Committee.
In 1985, Mr. Keoboualapha was appointed Secretary of the Party for Saravane
Province; this was a post that he held until 1989. His success in this post at developing
economic links with both Thailand and Viet Nam helped his rapid promotion through the
Party ranks. In 1986, he was elected to the Party's Central Committee and in 1990 he
returned to Vientiane to take up the post of Minister of Tourism and Commerce. In 1991
he became a member of the Central Committee's Politburo and in August of the same
year he was appointed Deputy Prime Minister and concurrently the Minister of Economy,
Planning and Finance. Still as Deputy PM, Mr. Keoboualapha became President of the
Committee for Planning and Cooperation in 1993.
Mr. Keoboualapha was born on 13 June 1930.

9 October 1995

Lao People's Democratic Republic
outstanding contributions as at 3 October 1995

---------------------------------------------US$

Regular Budget
(1995 rate of assessment 0.01%)
0
0

Prior years
current year
Sub-total:

0

Peace-keeping Operations

-------------------------------------------------and International Tribunals

0

Prior years
Current year

18 , 2 1 9 a/
Sub-total:

Grand Total:

18,219
18,219

Amount owed by the United Nations for

--------------------------------------------------------------

troop-costs as at 30/9/95:

0

a/ Includes assessment for UNOMIL of $47 for which
the assessment letter was dispatched on 25 September 1995.

•

Subject:

PTS PROCUREMENT

28 September 1995

There was no procurement nor purchase orders from LAOS

"
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2 October 1995
Recruitment Update
LAOS

1.

Total staff in the UN Secretariat:
There are 5 staff members on board of whom 1 is a woman.

2.

Geographical Representation
Desirable range: 2-14
Midpoint:
6. 10
Staff on board:
1

3 .A.

Geographical staff on board at the P-2 level and above:

B.

Geographical staff on board at the D-1
P-5: 1
Nils-..ang, K. - UNAMIR

& above

& P-5

levels:

4.

Staff at the D-2 level

5.

Language staff:

6.

Appointments of less than 12 months (100 series):

7.

Candidates recruited during the last 24 month:

8.

Staff reaching retirement:

9.

Candidates on the computerized recruitment roster:

Note:

0

not included in geographical staff on board: 0

0
0

0

NA

1. Figure in parentheses represents women.
2. Names highlighted - women

0

TALKING POINTS
FOR
H.E. Mr. Somsavat Lemgsavad
FM of LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC

Monday, 3 October, 1994

12.30 p.m.

OK By: IK
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TALltING POINTS FOR THE SECRET~~G~NBRAL
MEETING WITH H.E, MR, SOMSAVAT LENGSAYAD
FOREIGN MINISTER or THE LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
It is understood that H.E. Mr. Somsavat Lengsavad is making
essentially a courtesy call on the Secretary-General, his first
since becoming Foreign Minister in February last year.
1.

Laos/United Nations:

The United Nations has an extensive

presence in Laos, a landlocked LDC with a population of 4.2
million and a per capita GDP of about $230.

In addition to

assistance from the IMF, the World Bank, UNDP, UNICEF, FAO, WFP,
WHO, UNFPA and UNESCO, Laos also receives aid from the Asian
Development Bank, Japan, Sweden, Australia, France and, in more
recent years, from the ASEAN countries as well.
2.

Economy:

Since the late 19 80s, the Government has pursued

"an open door policy" aimed at revitalising the economy and
raising living standards of its people.

It has adopted a very

liberal foreign investment code; reduced inflation from 85 per
cent in 1989 to 7 per cent in 1993; and achieved a growth rate of
GDP that exceeds 6 per cent annually.

IMF managing director

Michel Camdessus visited Laos in early October 1993 to offer
direct praise to Laos for managing to live up to the Fund's tough
structural adjustment programme.

Experts estimate that the

Government would need some US$40 billion in foreign funds over
the next ten years to meet its developmental goals by year 2000.
Political reforms, however, have not kept pace with economic
changes, and there are no indications that the Lao People's
Revolutionary Party will relax its one-party rule any time soon.
3.

Foreign relations:

Over the past few years, Laos' relations

with its neighbours - China, Viet Nam, Cambodia, Thailand and
Myanmar, have improved dramatically.

At the July Ministerial

Meeting held in Bangkok, Laos indicated its desire to become a
member of ASEAN.

(It currently has observer status in the

-

2 -

organisation, following its accession to the Treaty of Amity and
Cooperation in 1992.)
In recent years, with the steady improvement in its
relations with Laos, the Thai government has taken action to curb
the activities of anti-government elements present in the
Laotians refugees camps located in northern Thailand.

Laos and

the US appear to be cooperating closely to resolve the MIA issue.
4.

Border disputes:

Negotiations are continuing between Laos

and Thailand to resolve their disputed over the Baan Romklao
border area, the site of bloody fighting between the two in 1988,
and where the border on the Mitraphab (i.e. Friendship) Bridge,
the first bridge over the Mekong river should be.

This latter

issue almost prevented the opening of the bridge in April this
year.
Laos reportedly wanted the border to be in the middle of
the bridge, but the Thais argued it should be along the deepest
point of the river, which is 130 metres towards the Laotian bank
from the midpoint.

In the end, the two sides agreed to treat the

border issue separately from the bridge.
5.
Refugees: Laos, Thailand and the UNHCR on 28 July this year
signed a Memorandum of Understanding which mapped out a plan of
action to repatriate all remaining Laotian refugees in Thailand
by mid-1995. There are currently some 18,000 refugees in
Thailand, most of them Hmongs. The refugees are to be
repatriated in three phases - 5,000 by the end of September 1994,
3,000 in the next three months, and the rest during the first
quarter of 1995.

Four thousand have already been accepted for

resettlement in the
Points
1.

us.

to make

Note Laos' achievements in implementing the economic
restructuring policy. in broadening cooperation with

.,
-

3 -

foreign countries. especially its immediate neighours
(i.e. the ASEAN countries. Vietnam. China and Myanmar)
and welcome the favourable trend in the relations and
cooperation between countries in the region.
2.

Express united Nations commitment to continue assisting
Laos in its effort to open up the country. to improve
its infrastructure. to minimise damage to its
environment as major projects are being implemented. to
develop its human resources and to resolve the refugee
problem~

3.

Invite the Foreign Minister to brief the SecretaryGeneral on the state of the negotiations with
Thailand to resolve their border and refugee problems.

Francese Vendrell/Beng Yong Chew
29 September 1994

.."
-
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H,E. MR. SOMSAVAT LENGSAVAD
Born on 15 June 1945 at Ban Iakkham, Municipality of Luang
Prabang, Mr. Lengsavad joined the revolutionary movement in 1961
and served as a combattant in the northern part of Laos from 1961
to 1964.
A cardre of the Central Committee of the Lao People's
Revolutionary Party (LPRP) from September 1964 to 1975, he became
Chief of the Secretariat of the Central Committee and of the
President of the Council of Ministers from 1975 to 1982.

For six

years, from 1982 to 1988, he served as Deputy Chief of the
Cabinet of the Council of Ministers.

From September 1989 to June

1991, he was appointed the country's Ambassador to Bulgaria.
In March 1991, Mr. Lengsavad was elected as a member of the
Central Committee of the Party by the fifth LPRP Congress.

From

July 1991 to February 1993, he performed respectively the
functions of Chef de Cabinet of the Council of Ministers and the
Central Committee of the Party and as Minister attached to the
President of the Republic.

He was appointed Minister of Foreign

Affairs on 22 February 1992.
Mr. Lengsavad is married, with three children.
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VI.

Lao PDR

Outstanding contributions as of 29 September 1994

$

Regular budget:

0

(Scale of assessment 0.01%}
Peace-keeping budget:

12,813

Amount owed to the Lao PDR for troop costs:

*********************

0

--2--

29 September 1994

Recruitment Update
l.AO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

1.

Total staff in the UN Secretariat:
There are 9 staff members on board 2 of whom are women.

2.

Geographical Representation
Desirable range: 2-14
Midpoint:
6.13
Staff on board:
1

3.A.

Geographical staff on board at the D-2 level and above:

B.

0

Geographical staff on board at the D-1 & P-5 levels:
P-5: 1
Nilsvang, Kimso
- UNCTAD

4.

Staff at the D-2 level & above not included in geographical staff on board: 0

5.

Language staff: 0

6.

Appointments of less than 12 months (100 series):

7.

Candidates recruited during the last 24 months:

8.

Candidates recruited through national competitive examinations
No examinations have been held in Lao.

9.

Staff reaching retirement:

10.

Candidates on the computerized recruitment roster:

1994:

0

0

0

1

t •

TALKING POINTS FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
MEETING WITH H. E. MR. SOMSAVAT LENGSAVAD
FOREIGN MINISTER OF THE LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

11 October 1993
1.
On 20 December 1992, general elections were held in Laos,
the first since a new Constitution was enacted a year ago, and
the country's second national poll since the communist Lao
People's Revolutionary Party came to power in 1975. In a major
cabinet reshuffle in February 1993, Mr. Lengsavad was appointed
Foreign Minister. The Secretary-General may wish to extend a
warm welcome to Mr. Lengsavad on his first visit to the United
Nations in his capacity as Foreign Minister of Laos.
The Secretary-General may wish to reiterate his thanks to
the Laotian Government for its cooperation with UNTAC in the
latter's effort to fulfill its mandate in Cambodia. He may wish
to note with satisfaction that the first trip abroad by the then
co-Presidents of the Cambodian interim government. Prince
Ranariddh and Mr. Hun Sen. was to Laos, had been reportedly
described as "a great success". The Secretary-General may wish
to inform the Foreign Minister of the plans now underway to
establish an UN integrated office in Phnom Penh. and to express
the hope that the Laotian Government will continue to cooperate
actively with the international community in fostering peace and
national reconciliation in Cambodia.
2.

3.
In addition to Cambodia, Laos, a landlocked country, shares
common borders with Vietnam, China and Thailand. While relations
with Vietnam continue to be good, Laos has practically ceased, in
recent years, to characterised them as a "special relationship".
At the same time, it has significantly improved its relations
with Thailand and China, and bilateral negotiations have been
initiated to resolve a number of outstanding issues affecting
their relations, including those relating to refugees,
territorial and boundary disputes. At the end of 1992, there
remained some 41,000 Lao refugees in Thailand, while the number

' '
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of Lao refugees in China was estimated at approximately 2,000.
Some 3,036 Lao returned from Thailand in 1992 while another 579
were repatriated by March 1993 under the auspices of UNHCR.
According to the UNHCR, repartiations from China reached 1,621
during 1992, with another 198 repatriations during the first
quarter of this year.

Thailand is anxious to speed up the

repatriation and has set the time-frame for the entire process to
be completed by the end of 1994.

The major problem facing Laos

is the Government's lack of funds to integrate the returnees.
The issues is also complicated by the Vientiane Government's
claim that H'mong rebel insurgents use refugee camps in Thailand
as a base to stage anti-government activities in Laos.

The

Secretary-General may wish to ask the Foreign Minister whether
further progress has been made on the refugee issue.
4.

Early this year, Laos reportedly proposed that the 80 square

km of disputed Ban Rom Klao area along their common border be
declared a no-man's land as a first step towards official
demarcation of the border with Thailand. The two countries fought
a brief but bloody war over this area in 1988.

A Thai-Lao Joint

Boundary Committee since was established in November 1988 to
resolve this iss ue.

In 1990, the two countries agreed, as a

confidence building measure, to build a Friendship Bridge across
the Mekong river, with Australia contributing some $20 million
for the construction. Laos proposed last month that the bridge's
midpoint be the dividing line as well as the official border,
citing international practice, but Thailand, citing the principle
of sovereignty, wanted the line drawn directly above the deepest
part of the river.

The Secretary-General may wish to welcome the

improvement in Lao-Thai relations and to ask the Foreign Minister
about the latest developments on this matter while expressing the
hope that the issue will be resolved amicably soon.
5.

Laos is among the world's poorest countries, with per capita

GNP in 1990 estimated at $180.

United Nations specialized

I

>
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agencies and organizations has an extensive presence in Laos.
They include the IMF, the World Bank, UNDP, UNICEF, FAO, WFP,
WHO, UNFPA and UNESCO.

In 1991, Vientiane reportedly received

some $120 million from the IMF, World Bank, the Asian Development
Bank, Japan, Sweden, Australia, France and other donors.

UNDP's

fourth country programme, which ended in 1991, amounted to some
$36.6 million.

Its indicative planning figure for the fifth

cycle (1992-1996) is $41.32 million.

On 29 April 1993, the WFP

announced that it was providing $915,000 in emergency food
assistance to 62,500 people affected by drought in the four most
severely affected provinces in northern Laos.

The Secretary-

General may wish to note with satisfaction the close cooperation
between Laos and the various UN agencies.

He may wish to welcome

the growing economic cooperation between Laos and its neighbours,
especially in infrastructure development. and the improvements
being achieved since 1986 under its "New Economic Mechanism", a
policy aimed at moving the country towards a market economy.
6.

In December 1992, three former officials - former deputy

science minister Thongsouk Saysangky, former deputy agriculture
minister Rasmy Khampouy and former justice ministry official
Pheng Sakchittaphong, who had called for a multiparty democracy
were reported to have been sentenced to 14 years in prison.

The

Secretary-General may wish to urge the Laotian Government to
extend its reforms from the economic to the political areas as
well.

The Secretary-General may also wish to encourage Laos to

ratify the following human rights treaties: International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, as well as its Optional
Protocols; and the Convention against Torture and other cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.
7.

Laos' contribution to the regular budget of the UN is

assessed at 0.01% or $102,051.

As at 31 August 1993, this amount

as well as its contributions to UNDOF ($348), UNIFIL ($1,455),

4

UNIKOM ($187), ONUCA ($114), UNAMIC ($5,465), UNPROFOR ($7,172),
UNISOM and UNISOM II ($3,015), and UNUMOZ ($1,407) are
outstanding.

I
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PROFILE
H.E. MR. SOMSAVAT LENGSAVAD
FOREIGN MINISTER OF THE
LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

Born on 15 June 1945 at Ban Iakkham, Municipality of Luang
Prabang, Mr. Lengsavad joined the revolutionary movement in 1961
and served as a combattant in the northern part of Laos from 1961
to 1964.
A cardre of the Central Committee of the Lao People's
Revolutionary Party (LPRP) from September 1964 to 1975, he became
Chief of the Secretariat of the Central Committee and of the
President of the Council of Ministers from 1975 to 1982.

For six

years, from 1982 to 1988, he served as Deputy Chief of the
Cabinet of the Council of Ministers.

From September 1989 to June

1991, he was appointed the country's Ambassador to Bulgaria.
In March 1991, Mr. Lengsavad was elected as a member of the
Central Committee of the Party by the fifth LPRP Congress.

From

Ju l y 1991 to February 1993, he performed respectively the
functions of Chef de Cabinet of the Council of Ministers and the
Central Committee of the Party and as Minister attached to the
President of the Republic.

He was appointed Minister of Foreign

Affairs on 22 February 1992.
Mr. Lengsavad is married, with three children.

..
Talking Points for the secretary-General
LAO PDR

Addendum on Interim/Integrated Offices

1.
I hope that your Government will support the
proposal for United Nations Integrated Offices which
I have put to the General Assembly.
This is a modest
measure to improve the coordination of United Nations
activities in certain countries, especially those which
are newly independent or emerging from along conflict.
Basically, it extends to all United Nations activities
in the field the well tried arrangements for the
coordination of operational activities for development.
2.
My concept has been misrepresented by some Member
States as an infringement of their sovereignty. This
is nonsense.
An Integrated Office will be established
only when the Government agrees; and all the activities
coordinated by it will take place with the consent of
the Government concerned and in accor dance with a mandate
from one of the intergovernmental bodies.
3.
In short, this is a simple managerial measure to
improve coordination and save costs .

Background notes for the secretary-General's meeting with the Heads
of state/Government or Foreign Ministers during the general debate
of the General Assembly concerning human rights violations in the
following countries.

Lao People's Democratic Republic

The Secretary-General may wish to encourage the Lao People's
Democratic Republic to ratify the following Human Rights Treaties:
- International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights.
- International Covenant on civil and Political Rights.
- Optional Protocol to the International covenant on and
Political Rights.
- Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on
civil and Political Rights aiming at the abolition of the
death penalty .
- Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage
and Registration of Marriages.
- Convention on the rights of migrant workers and the
members of their family.
- Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

8 October 1993

LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
Update on contributions to the UN Budget
as at 8 October 1993

The outstanding amounts are as follows:
Regular budget:

Peace-keeping:
Total:

$102,051
$26,258
$128,309

l/ Includes assessments totalling $7,095 for UNPROFOR, UHOSOM
II, UNTAC, ONUSAL, UHIKOM, ONUMOZ, UHFICYP and UHAVEM II, for
which the assessment letters were mailed on 16, 20, 22, 23, 27,
28, 29 and 30 SepteJlber 1993, respectively.

8 October 1993
LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
Talking points
1.

Total staff in the UN at the USG. ASG and D-2 levels
None

2.

Total staff in the UN Secretariat
There are 17 staff members on board in the UN Secretariat,
of whom 2 are women.
(a) 1 (male) is at the Professional level against posts
subject to geographical distribution. The remaining
professionals are against language and other posts.
(b) 11 are staff members in the General Service and related
categories .
Posts subject to geographical distribution
Lao has a desirable range of 2-14 (midpoint 6.13).
With 1 (male) staff member on board, Lao is underrepresented.
No staff members were recruited during the last two years in
geographical posts.

3.

4 .A. Senior posts subject to geographical distribution
None
4.B. Senior posts not subject to geographical distribution
None
5.

seecial cases
None

6.

A recruitment profile is attached, for information.

.

'

.
OHRM/RPD:

Update2 - 7 October 1993
Recruitment Update
LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

1.

Geographical Representation
Desirable range: 2-14
Midpoint:
6.13
Staff on board:
1

2 .A.

Geographical staff on board at the D-2 level and above:

B.

Geographical staff on board at the D-1

& P-5

levels:

None
None

and above not included in geographical staff on board:

3.

Staff at the D-2 level
None

4.

Language staff: 0

4.

Appointments of less than

5.

Candidates recruited during the last 24 months:

6.

Candidates recruited through national competitive examinations
No examinations have been held in Lao.

7.

Staff reaching retirement:
1993:

8.

12 months (100 series):

O
0

None ·

Candidates on the computerized recruitment roster:

1

LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

Talking Points for the Secretary-General

1. The Secretary-General may wish to congratulate the Foreign
Minister on his country's accession to the ASEAN Treaty on
Amity and Cooperation in July this year and express the hope
that, with the settlement of the Cambodian conflict, the
Indochinese countries can now focus their attention on
building better relations with their ASEAN neighbours and to
ensure peace and prosperity for their people.
2.
He may wish to express his appreciation for Laos'
cooperation with UNTAC in the implementation of the Paris
peace accords on Cambodia, and express the hope that the
agreement on the status of UNTAC and its personnel in Laos
will be finalized soon.
He may wish to discuss with the
Foreign Minister the proposals that have been made to deal
with the difficulties posed by the Party of Democratic
Kampuchea and the current efforts to move the peace process
forward.
,.
3. The Secretary-General may wish to also elicit the views of
the Foreign Minister on to how to strengthen cooperation
between the UN and regional organizations in the Asia-Pacific
region, especially in the area of preventive diplomacy and
peace-making.
Se souvenant que les pays limitrophes de cet Etat
enclave, mais central, {Cambodge, ThaYlande, Birmanie, Chine,
Viet Nam) sont tous aux prises, actuellement, avec de vives
tensions liees a l 'ouverture internationale et, dans une
moindre mesure, a la democratisation, le Secretaire general
voudra peut-etre insister sur l'utilite qu'il y aurait a
aborder ces problemes dans un cadre regional.

DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REP OF LAOS
PHOUN

SIPASEUT:

Minister of Foreign Affairs

Born February 16, 1920 (Savannakhet, Laos), Mr. Phoun
Sipaseut worked at the
subdivision of
Public Works,
Savannakhet and Paske, Laos, from 1941 to 1945.
He was the
Commander-in-Chief, South Laos Armed Forces from 1950 to 1954:
a member of National Assembly from 1958 to 1959; a member of
Central Cammi ttee on Foreign country Relations , Patriotic
Front , from 1972 to 1975; and Vice-chairman, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, from 1975 to the present.
Married with 2 children.

LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
General
Laos, a French protectorate in the 1890s, was granted
independence in 1953.
Fighting soon broke out between the
Royal Lao Government and the pro-communist Pathet Lao.
The
civil war ended two decades later, when the two sides signed
a ceasefire in February 1973 and established a coalition
government in April 1974.
In early 1975, following the
communi st victories in Vietnam and Cambodia, the Pathet Lao
seized control and, on 2 December 1975, declared the
establ i shment of the People's Democratic Republic of Laos.
In August 1991, the Supreme National Assembly, elected in
1989 during the country's first national elections since the
communi st takeover, approved Laos' first Constitution since
the previous one was abolished in 1975.
Declaring the Lao
People ' s Revolutionary Party (LPRP) as the "leading organ" of
the
country's
political
system,
the
new
so-article
Constitution strengthened the role of the Presidency, changing
it from a l argely ceremonial post to the most powerful
government position with the right to issue decrees and
appoint
or dismiss the Prime Minister, Ministers and
Provincial Governors. The Presiden~/ also appoints the head of
the Armed Forces.
At its August meeting, the Assembly
elected Party leader KAYSONE PHOMVIHAN as President.
Earlier, at the fifth Party Congress, held between 27-29
March 1991, the Laotian leadership reaffirmed the goal of
moving the country towards a free-market economy.
The
Congress also elected 15 new members, including 4 alternates,
to the 59-member Central Committee, while dropping 14 former
(mostly aged) members.
Foreign Relations
Since 1990, Laos, which had aligned itself with VIET NAM
and the former SOVIET UNION since 1975, has focused most of
its diplomatic energy towards improving its relations with
THAILAND, CHI NA, the USA and the other ASEAN countries.
That LAO-THAI relations have improved significantly in
recent years is demonstrated by the fact that the first
foreign trip made by the then Thai army commander General
Suchinda Kraprayoon in March 1991 (soon after the February
military coup in Thailand) was to Vientiane. During his talks
with General Sisvat Keobounphan, Lao armed forces Chief of
Staff, the two generals agreed to withdraw their troops from
a disputed border area where their armies had fought a brief
but bloody campaign in late 1987 and early 1988.
Since the
fighting ended, technical experts from Laos and Thailand have
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surveyed the disputed area and held several rounds of talks in
an effort to resolve their differences. They also agreed to
exchange military attaches and discussed the possibility of
future military exercises. In addition, they agreed to work
together to stem the activities of Lao anti-government
insurgents using sanctuaries in Thailand.
In April 1991, during a visit to Bangkok, Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister PHOUN SIPASEUT awarded Thai
Princess Sirindorn the Decoration of Honour, the highest award
the Lao Government has ever granted a foreigner. The Princess
had visited Laos in March 1990. An important outcome of that
visit was the agreement to establish two separate high-level
committees to oversee border security and economic cooperation
between the two countries.
Two months later, agreement was
reached between LAOS, THAILAND and the UNHCR to repatriate or
resettle in third countries, all 45,000 Lao refugees now in
camps in Thailand by the end of 1994.
A dozen years ago, Vientiane expelled the last remaining
Chinese road-construction workers from northern Laos, charging
them with having "expansionist" designs on their tiny
landlocked southern neighbour. With the collapse of communism
in Eastern Europe and the former sov.iet Union, Laos now looks
to CHINA to help balance the influence of THAILAND and
VIETNAM, which have traditionally vied with each other for
domination in the sub-region.
In what many described as a
fence-mending mission, Party leader KAYSONE PHOMVIHAN visited
Beijing in late 1989. Since then, LAOS and CHINA have taken
further steps to improve their ties by signing three economic
agreements in December 1990 during Chinese Premier LI PENG's
visit to Vientiane, the first by a Chinese Premier to Laos.
The two sides also took steps to repatriate the nearly 4,000
Lao refugees living in China since relations between the two
sides deteriorated in the late 1970s. LI's trip was followed
by a surge of party,
state, military and provincial
delegations between the two countries.
Two-way trade
reportedly reached US$ 20 million in 1991.
In April 1992,
President KAYSONE made an eight-day official visit to China.
At the fourth Sino-Lao joint border committee session held in
Beijing from 10-19 August 1992, the two sides reached
agreement on a border protocol and the complete border map
attached to the Lao-Chinese Border Treaty.
On 31 July 1992, the UNITED STATES upgraded its
diplomatic relations with Laos and appointed its first
Ambassador to the country since 1975. (Until last year, Laos
was the only Indochinese country with which the us maintained
relations.)
Efforts are continuing to resolve the two main
issues straining US-LAOS relations: the problem of some 522
American servicemen missing since the end of the Indochina
war, and opium production.
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LAOS moved a step closer towards membership in the ASEAN
organization when, together with VIET NAM, it acceded to the
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation at the ASEAN Foreign
Ministerial meeting held in Manila in July 1992.
LAOS and THE UNITED NATIONS
Laos became a member of the United Nations on 14 December
1955 .
Its contribution to the regular budget of the United
Nations is assessed at 0.01% or $98,482.
As of 30 June 1992,
there is one staff member of Lao
nationality
holding
a
post
subject
to
geographical
distribution in the Secretariat. The desirable range is 2-14.
Issues
CAMBODIA

Throughout the past years when . the Cambodian issue was
considered by the Security Council ~nd the General Assembly,
Laos, which has "special relations•~ · with Viet Nam under their
Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation signed in 1977,
consistently supported Hanoi's position on this question.
Since the signing of the Paris peace agreements on
Cambodia in October 1991, Laos has been cooperating with the
United Nations Transitional Authority on Cambodia (UNTAC) in
the latter's effort to fulfil its mandate.
As one of the
three signatory States adjacent to Cambodia, Laos has
undertaken , among other things, to prevent its territory from
being used to provide any form of military assistance to any
of the Cambodian factions; to confirm that no arms or armed
forces of any of the Cambodian parties are present on its
territory; and to receive an UNTAC liaison officer in its
capital and designate an officer to assist UNTAC in
investigating any complaints that activities are taking place
on its territories that are contrary to the provisions of the
Paris accords.
Negotiations are continuing to finalize an
agreement on the status of UNTAC and its personnel in Laos.
In a statement issued on 17 August 1992 at the end of a
visit to Laos by General Secretary DO MUOI of Vietnam, the two
countries called on all sides to scrupulously implement the
UNTAC peace plan and declared that "they hold that any
violation of any provisions of the peace agreement would
undermine the process of peace and national reconciliation in
Cambodia, and threaten peace and stability in Cambodia and the
region as a whole."
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REFUGEES
Under a voluntary repatriation programme organised by the
UNHCR, some 10,000 Lao refugees, many of them minority
highland peoples, have returned to Laos as of May 1992. Under
an agreement reached in June last year between Laos, Thailand
and the UNHCR, all 45,000 refugees currently staying in camps
along the Thai border are to be repatriated by the end of
1994.

ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE

In April 1991, the IMF gave Laos a US$12 million loan to
support the Government's reform programme, improve its
economic growth prospects and strengthen its balance of
payments.
(The Government's budget deficit has averaged around 60%
in recent years and was largely financed by foreign aid, i.e.
the former East European states and the former Soviet Union in
particular. With the suspension of soviet grants and credits,
JAPAN, SWEDEN and AUSTRALIA have ip,· recent years become the
country's three largest donors.)

29 September 1992
LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
a.

Update on- contribution to the UN Budget
As of 29 September 1992

Lao People's Democratic Republic still has not paid its
contribution to the regular budget as of September 1992.
The outstanding amounts are as follows:
Regular budget:

$ 98,482

Peace-keeping:

$

Total:

$100,981

B.

2,499

Personnel matters

The desirable range for geographical distribution is:

2-14.

OHRM/RPD:

Update2 - 28 September 1992

Recruitment Update

LAO PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

1.

Geographical Representation
Desirable range:
Midpoint:

2.

2- 14 .
6. 32

Geographical staff on board (as of 30 June 1992): 1
P-4

Nilsvang , Kimso

- UNCTAD

3.

Language staff : 0

4.

Contracts of less than 12 months (100 series):

5.

Candidates recruited during the last 12 months:

6.

Candidates recruited through national competitive examinations
No examinations have been held in Lao.
·

7.

Staff reaching retirement:

o
0

ll.2.2.:
1993 :
8.

Note :

Candidates on the computerized recruitment roster:

There are no women on board or on the roster.
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