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I send my warm greetings to all those attending this

important conference. I commend the organizers for convening

a meeting of experts on such an important and crucial topic.

By addressing existing accountability mechanisms, you are

recognizing that the question of reining in impunity is integrally

bound up with the search for long-term justice and peace.
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Intra-state hostilities have become a tragic feature of our

times. Since the ending of the cold war, such conflicts have

increased dramatically both in numbers and in intensity.

According to one estimate, over 86 million casualties have

occurred. Such conflicts have involved genocide, war crimes,

crimes against humanity, and countless serious violations of
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human rights. . • ' • ' ' " ; ' f *

So far, the vast majority of these crimes have gone

unpunished. Impunity has unfortunately become

commonplace. Few of the criminals have been called to

account. That is why the rule of law must be asserted.

Bringing war criminals to justice, and making them accountable

for their violations, is essential, both as a matter of justice, and

also because the ending of impunity is a vital prerequisite for

post-conflict peace-building.
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Ensuring that justice rather than impunity or vengeance

triumphs at the end of the day should be our major aim and

objective. The principle of individual responsibility for crimes

under international law should be reaffirmed.

The Nuremburg Tribunal recognized unequivocally that

"Crimes against international law are committed by men, not by

abstract entities, and only by punishing individuals who commit

such crimes can the provisions of international law be

enforced." This should be the foundation and emphasis of our

future work.

The international community has endeavoured to provide

greater protection to humanity by outlawing crimes under

international law and human rights violations, and by

establishing international and regional institutions to promote

respect for and to monitor compliance with these fundamental

rules of international law.
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The United Nations has established two ad hoc

Investigatory Commissions and two ad hoc international

criminal Tribunals to replace impunity by individual

accountability in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. In

several countries, "truth commissions" have become integral

parts of peace process: for example, a Truth Commission was

set ep in El Salvador, while in South Africa, a Truth and

Reconciliation Commission was created. Ail these are useful

mechanisms for dealing with the issue of impunity.

The establishment of a permanent international criminal

court would be an important and positive step forward.

One of the primary objectives of the United Nations is

securing universal respect for the human rights and

fundamental freedoms of all individuals throughout the world.

Few topics are of greater importance in this connection than the
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struggle against impunity and for peace, justice and human
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rights in conflict situations in today's world.

I wish you well in your deliberations. I shall look forward

to receiving the Conference report.




