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Mr. Jan Eliasson, Deputy Secretary-General 
United Nations 
New York, NY 10017 

Re: Request for Meeting Regarding Haiti Cholera 

Dear Mr. Eliasson, 
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COPY 

September 1, 2016 

We write to you on behalf of the Bureau des Avocats Internationaux (BAI) and the Institute for 
Justice & Democracy in Haiti (IJDH), which represent victims of cholera in Haiti, to 
respectfully request a meeting to discuss the UN's recent announcement that it is planning to 
roll out a new set of initiatives to remedy the cholera outbreak caused by the UN Stabilization 
Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH). We also wish to offer our perspective on how to ensure that 
these forthcoming efforts are responsive to victims' rights and priorities. We originally sent this 
request last week through the Office of Legal Affairs, but were requested to reach out to you 
directly. 

We welcome the UN's acknowledgment of its involvement in the cholera outbreak and 
commitment to putting forth a package within the next two months that will include "material 
assistance and support for those Haitians most directly affected" and intensified support for the 
eradication of cholera from Haiti. We also applaud the Secretary-General' s commitment to 
ensuring that these efforts "include, as a central focus, the victims of the disease and their 
families." This development is a critical step toward resolving the cholera crisis. It is now 
essential that the UN follow these statements with robust and transparent action that fulfills the 
Organization's obligations and upholds victims' human rights. In particular, ifthe Secretary
General's commitment to a victim-centered approach is to be realized, cholera victims and their 
representatives must be included in discussions regarding the UN's proposed new approach. 

For the past five years, BAI and IJDH have been the lead organizations advocating for remedies 
for victims of the cholera epidemic, including through claims lodged on behalf of 5,000 victims 
in the UN's third-party claims process, as attorneys for plaintiffs in the class action lawsuit 
Geor~es v. United Nations, filed in the Southern District of New York on behalf of a putative 
class of all Haitians and Haitian-Americans injured or killed by cholera, and as the groups that 
filed the complaint with the UN Special Procedures system that has culminated in the recent 
report by the Special Rapporteur _on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights Phillip Alston. As 
victims' representatives and advocates with deep experience and understanding of the Haiti 
cholera situation, we look forward to contributing our perspective and expertise regarding how 
victims' perspectives can be integrated into the resolution framework, what is required to en: ure 
a just and effective package that responds to victims' priorities, and how to ensure that the O 
resolution resonates in Haiti and puts an end to this ongoing scandal. W 
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We stand ready to engage constructively with the Secretariat and UN Member States to discuss 
in concrete, practical terms how the UN's response can maximize the opportunity to fight 
infectious disease while providing justice to its victims. 

We are available to meet with you at a time of your convenience. Given the timeline for a new 
response announced by the Secretariat, we respectfully ask for a response to this request by 
Wednesday September 7, 2016. 

Respectfully Yours, 

L/ 

Mario Joseph, Av. 
Bureau des Avocats Internationaux 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
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Brian Concannon Jr., Esq 
Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti 
Boston, MA 

Beatrice Lindstrom, Esq. 
Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti 
New York, NY 

Ira Kurzban, Esq. 
Kurzban, Kurzban, Weinger, Tetzelli & Pratt, P.A. 
Miami, FL 
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<beatrice@ijdh.org> 

Date: 01/09/201604:15 PM 
Subject: Request for Meeting Regarding Haiti Cholera 

September 1, 2016 

Mr. Jan Eliasson, Deputy Secretary-General 

United Nations 

New York, NY 10017 

Dear Mr. Eliasson, 

We write to you on behalf of the Bureau des Avocats Internationaux (BAI) and the Institute for 
Justice & Democracy in Haiti (IJDH), which represent victims of cholera in Haiti, to 
respectfully request a meeting to discuss the UN's recent announcement that it is planning to 
roll out a new set of initiatives to remedy the cholera outbreak caused by the UN Stabilization 
Mission in Haiti (MINUST AH). We also wish to offer our perspective on how to ensure that 
these forthcoming efforts are responsive to victims' rights and priorities. We originally sent this 
request last week through the Office of Legal Affairs, but were requested to reach out to you 
directly. 

We welcome the UN's acknowledgment of its involvement in the cholera outbreak and 
commitment to putting forth a package within the next two months that will include "material 
assistance and support for those Haitians most directly affected" and intensified support for the 
eradication of cholera from Haiti. We also applaud the Secretary-General's commitment to 
ensuring that these efforts "include, as a central focus, the victims of the disease and their 



families." This development is a critical step toward resolving the cholera crisis. It is now 
essential that the UN follow these statements with robust and transparent action that fulfills the 
Organization' s obligations and upholds victims' human rights. In particular, if the 
Secretary-General's commitment to a victim-centered approach is to be realized, cholera victims 
and their representatives must be included in discussions regarding the UN's proposed new 
approach. 

For the past five years, BAI and IJDH have been the lead organizations advocating for remedies 
for victims of the cholera epidemic, including through claims lodged on behalf of 5,000 victims 
in the UN' s third-party claims process, as attorneys for plaintiffs in the class action lawsuit 
Georges v. United Nations, filed in the Southern District of New York on behalf of a putative 
class of all Haitians and Haitian-Americans injured or killed by cholera, and as the groups that 
filed the complaint with the UN Special Procedures system that has culminated in the recent 
report by the Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights Phillip Alston. As 
victims' representatives and advocates with deep experience and understanding of the Haiti 
cholera situation, we look forward to contributing our perspective and expertise regarding how 
victims' perspectives can be integrated into the resolution framework, what is required to ensure 
a just and effective package that responds to victims' priorities, and how to ensure that the 
resolution resonates in Haiti and puts an end to this ongoing scandal. 

We stand ready to engage constructively with the Secretariat and UN Member States to discuss in 
concrete, practical terms how the UN' s response can maximize the opportunity to fight infectious 
disease while providing justice to its victims. 

We are available to meet with you at a time of your convenience. Given the timeline for a new 
response announced by the Secretariat, we respectfully ask for a response to this request by 
Wednesday September 7, 2016. 

Respectfully Yours, 

Brian Concannon 

Brian Concannon Jr. , Esq. 
Executive Director, Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti 
15 Newbury Street 
Boston, MA 0211 6 
Brian@IJDH.org 
www.ijdh.org 
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