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CONFIDENTIAL 

NOTE FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

The background papers provided to you for your trip on 
administrative and financial matters boil down,_ in my view, 
to one initiative and two reactions; 

(a) Initiative. The Singapore decision to quit UNESC01 
because of what they consider an unfair UN rate of 
assessment) is a very dangerous one and I submit requires 
the Secretary-General to refer to the matter, if his hosts 
have not done so, and to say that decisions of this nature 
(1) play havoc with the principle of universality; 
(2) place multilateral cooperation at a dollar-and-cents 

level and (3) do not contribute to a climate in which th� 
vexatious issue of the scale of assessments can be solved 
(this issue is to be discussed by the General Assembly at 

its resumed 39th session in April). 

(b) Reactions. 

(1) The programme budget submitted by ESCAP, 
requesting 80 additional posts (32 P and 48 G) does not 
conform to the instructions of maximum restraint issued 
last year under your name. Mr. Kibria is fond of saying 
that his region is the largest in terms of size and of 
population and that his resources should be commensurate to 
that size. But this approach must give way to the 
consideration of restraint applicable to the Organization 
as a whole. Should Mr. Kibria raise this point, my advice 
is that he should be told that, while his requests are no 
doubt well founded, they will have to be regarded in the 
context of the climate of austerity applicable to the 
entire Organization. 

(2) It is evident from Mr. Kibria's draft of your 
statement to ESCAP staff that he wishes to incite some 
commitment, or at least expression of willingness, 
regarding increased salaries for· General Serv ice staff and, 

/ perhaps, higher post adjustment for Professional staff. 
1This in my view would be most injudicious; the question of 

.-General Service salaries is a complex one, and has always 
' been so in ESCAP; there is a review being made right now, · 

with a rapid exchange of views between ESCAP on the one 
hand and the Headquarters Financial Services on the other. 
OFS can think of at least as many reasons to contain 
salaries as ESCAP has to increase them. The exchange of 
views should be allowed to continue. As for post 
adjustment, the decision of the General Assembly, and the 
surrounding climate, make it very clear that no sectoral 
increases would be tolerated. 

Patricio Ruedas 
18 January 1985 



NOTE FOR THE S E C R E T A R Y-G E N E R AL 

E n c l o s ed h er ewith a r e  t h e  u s u a l  " f a ct- s h ee ts "  f or th e 

v a rious co un tries yo u a r e  s c h ed u l e d  to v is it du r in g  yo u r  

f o r t h c o ming trip. 

As fo r th e r e p r es en ta tion o f  n a tion a l s o f  th e v a r io u s  As ian 

M e mb er S ta t es in the S e c r e t a r ia t yo u will fin d tha t , e x c e p t  for 

T h a i la n d , t h e y  are w i t h in t h ei r  des i r a b l e  ran ge (a l th o u g h  La o s  

i s  a t  the m in i mum o f  i t s  ran ge). T h a i l an d , for th e w e ll- kn o wn 

r e a s on t h a t  it is t h e  h ea dq ua r te r s  o f  a r e gion a l  e con o m i c  

c o m m i s s ion , is w e l l  a b ov e its d es ir a b l e  ran ge. 

A l s o en cl o s e d ara da ta s h e e ts on t h e  Un i t e d  Kin g d o m  an d 

Aus tr a lia . As a t  3 0  Nov emb er , the U K  w a s  on the h i g h  s i de o f  

i t s r a n g e  a n d  Au s t r a lia ov er- repr es en te d b y  tw o. 

On the f i n a n cia l s i d e ,  en c l os ed a r e fa c t  sh eets on the 

s ta tu s  of a s s es s ed a n d  v olun ta r y  con trib ution s ,  i. e . , 

con t r i b u tions to the r e g u l a r  b u d g e t  a n d  to trus t f un ds o r  

s pe ci a l  a cco un ts o f  th e U N  p r o p e r  ( e x c l udin g UN D P  or UN ICEF) .  

G en er a ll y  a l l  the co un tries cov er ed a r e  i n  "g ood s tan din g• 

e x ce pt Laos a n d  V i e t  Na m. B o t h  co un t r i es owe con s i d e r a b l e s u m s  

in r es pe ct o f  1984 an d prior y e a r s , an d yo u m i g h t  w i s h  to re f e r  

to t h i s  f a ct i f  an a ppro pria te o ppo r tun i t y  a r is es . 

I w i ll b e  s en d ing yo u a s pe cia l n o te on the s i tua tion o f  

S i n g a po r e  w hich , w h i l e  in g o o d s ta n din g a s  f a r  a s  t h e  Un i t e d  

Na tion s i s  con c ern ed , ha s re c en t l y  wri ten t o  yo u in dica tin g  

that its withdrawal from UNESCO is due to its "high rate of 

a s s es s men t• ,  an d tha t f or the s a m e r e a s on it is r ea s s e s s in g  i t s  

po s i tion a s  r ega r ds mem b er s h i p  i n  o t h er s pe ci a li z ed a g en ci es .  

Pa tri cio R u e da s 

11 J a n u a r y  1985 



A n t a r c' t i c a 

Note for the Secretary-General's briefing book 

At its thirty-eighth session, the General Assembly, 
following an initiative by Malaysia, adopted a resolution 
which, noting the Antarctica Treaty as well as the references 
to this subject at the Non-Aligned Summit, asked the 
Secretary-General to prepare a "comprehensive, factual and 
objective study" of all aspects of Antarctica. The Study was 
submitted to the General Assembly at its 39th session. In it, 
striving to be rigorously factual and objective, no 
conclusions, recommendations or views were put forward. 
Replies of Member States to the Secretary-General's request for 
information and views were appended to the Study, thus 
producing a bulky four -volume document. 

The Study has, on the whole, received favourable comments, 
both by consultative parties to the Antarctica Treaty and 
States which are not parties. 

At the thirty-ninth session, Malaysia, following the 
statement made by its Prime Minister in the General Debate, 
proposed to the Consultative Parties informally that an ad hoc 
committee be created for the purpose of giving further 
consideration to the question. However, presumably because of 
the rejection of this proposal by the consultative parties, 
Malaysia did not press it and, in keeping with its stated 
purpose of trying to work by consensus, put forward a 
resolution which was adopted by the General Assembly without a 
vote, on which it took no action other than to inscribe the 
item once again in the provisional agenda for the fortieth 
session. 

It is still uncertain whether the United Nations will 
continue to play a role on this question. The Consultative 
Parties, Australia and New Zealand among them, strongly resist 
such a role and urge States simply to accede to the Treaty. 
Meanwhile, they are proceeding apace in negotiations to draw up 
a regime on the exploitation of minerals. Malaysia and other 
countries on their part insist that they wish merely to expand 
co-operation in Antarctica by ensuring that the international 
community as a whole, which has a stake in Antarctica, should 
be given the opportunity to participate in decisions regarding 
its future. Under the Treaty, decision -making is limited to 
the Consultative Treaty Parties. Malaysia has stated that it 
has not renounced its intention of putting forward the proposal 
to create an ad hoc committee in the future. 

Alvaro de Sotojjt 
17 January 1985 



UNITED 
NATIONS 

General Assembly D1str. 
GENERAL 

A/lU!.S/38/77 
11 January 1984 

Th1rty- elghth session 
Agenda 1 tern 14 0 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

[on the report ot the First COmmittee (A/38/646)] 

38/77. Quest1on of Antarctica 

The General Assembly, 

Having considerea the 1tem entitlea "Question of Antarctica", 

Conscious ot the 1ncreas1ng international awareness ot and interest 1n 
Antarct1ca, 

Bearlng 1n mina the Antarctic Treaty 11 and the signiticance of the system 1t 
has developed, 

Taking 1nto account the aebate on this item at its thirty-eighth session, 

Conv1nced ot the advantages of a better knowledg e of Antarctica, 

Attlrming the conviction that, in the interest of all mankind, Antarctica 
should continue torever to be used exclusively for peaceful purposes and that it 
should not become the scene or object of international discord, 

Necalllng the relevant paragraphs of the Declaration of Heads of State or 
Government of the Non-Aligned Countries at their Seventh Conference, held at 
New Delhl from 7 to 12 March 1983, y 

11 Un ited Nations, Treaty �eries, vol. 4 0 2, No. 5778, p. 72. 

£1 see A/38/132-S/15675 and COrr.l and 2, annex, sect. I II, paras. 122-123. 

84- 0 0 881 l4 0lZ (E) I ... 
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1. Requests the secretary- General to prepare a comprehensive, tactual and 
ob]ect1ve study on al l aspects ot Antarctica, tak1n9 tully into account the 
Antarctic Treaty system and other relevant factors, 

2. Also requests the secretary-General to seek the views of all Member 
states in the preparation of the study) 

3. Requests those states conducting scientific research in Antarctica, other 
interested States, the relevant speciallzed agencies, organs, organizations and 
bodies of the United Nations system and relevant international organizations having 
sc1entitic or technical intormation on Antarctica to lend the Secretary- General 
whatever assistance he may request tor the purpose of carrying out the study) 

4. Nequests the secretar y-General to report to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-ninth session, 

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its thirt y-ninth session 
the item entitled "Quest1on of Antarctica". 

·. 

97th plenary meeting 
15 December 1983 

I 



Background 

Brief for the Secretary-General 

Nuclear Issues in the Pacific 

The countries and peoples of the Pacific region have long been exercis ed 
by a number of nuclear questions which in their view have an important bearing 
either on the peace and security of their region or critically af fect their 
env ironment and their economic future. Foremost among thes e for several 
decades now has been the question of nuclear tes ting , first by Britain and the 
United States in the fiftees and more particularly by France since the sixtees . 
To this has been added in the pa st few years , the anxieties generated by the 
question of ocean dis posal of nuclear waste ,  in particular by Japan , and to a 
les ser degree by the United States and other nuclear powers. Furthermore , the 
public opinion in Australia and New Zealand have from time to time become 
concerned by the visits of nuclear armed or nuclear powered ships to their 
ports and to a lesser exten t by the existence of strategic bases on their 
territories . The new labour Government of Prime Minister Lange of New Zealand 
has taken a clear stand on this ques tion. Finally , the states of the region 
have often expressed a profoun d interest in ques tions of nuclear disarmament 
and arms control. 

The perception of a shared interes t on thes e problems has impelled the 
countries of the region to collective action on several of them, in particular 
within the framework of the South Pacific Fbrum , the Commonwealth and the 
United Nations. 

1. Nuclear tes ting 

The countries of the South Pacific remain united in condemning France's 
underground nuclear tes ting programme at the un inhabited Mururoa Atoll in 
French Polynes ia , the lates t tes t having been conducted last December. They 
reiterated their strong oppos ition to nuclear testing in the region by France 
or any other coun try in the communique is sued at the con clusion of the South 
Pacific Forum meeting in August 1984. The Forum members have also included a 
prohibition on such activity among principles to be incorporated in a draft 
treaty establishing a nuclear-free z one in the South Pacific. 

Other regional groupings s uch as the Commonwealth Heads of Government for 
the Asia-Pacific region and the Permanent Commission for the South Pacific , 
comprising Chile , Colombia , Ecuador and Peru , have also voiced oppos ition to 
nuclear testing in the region. 

The Pacific States have individually and collectively issued a stream of 
protes ts against the French tests at Mururoa. Foreign Minister Hayden of 
Australia , noting in December 1984 that at least seven explosions had been set 
off in the course of the year, said that Fran ce's con tinued defiance of 
wides pread opposition to the tests among South Pacific peoples was deeply 
offensive to Australians . His Government has banned shipments of Australian 
uranium to France since June 1983. 
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Prime Min ister Lange of New Zealand also attacked the programme at a news 
con ference last December , a sserting that France had become "utterly reckless "  
in the s ize and number of explos ions it detonated a t  Mururoa. At the 
thirty-ninth session of the General Assembly , New Zealand and Aus tralia were 
joined by many small er Pacific States in criticizing the tes ts . 

France remains unmoved by the widespread oppos ition to its programme. 
The French authorities have indicated that they will take every precaution to 
contain nuclear fallout from the explos ions but will not be deterred from a 
programme they consider vital to national security. They an ticipate another 
10 to 15 years of tes ting at Mururoa , a fter which time the accumulated 
geological damage and attendant danger of radioactive leakage into the ocean 
will have ruled out further explosions. The Kergue len Islands in the southern 
Indian Ocean have been men tioned as a poss ible site for relocation of the 
tes ts. An alternative to the Mururoa site might have to be found earlier in 
the event French Polynesia moves to in dependence. 

On the international front, Australia , New Zealand and s everal other 
Pacific States were a mong the co-sponsors of a resolution adopted at the 
thirty-ninth session of the General Ass embly on the urgent need for a 
comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty. Among other prov isions , the resolution 
urged the Conference on Disarmanent to resolve the differences over scope , 
verification and compliance that have thus far impeded progress towards the 
dra fting and adoption of such a treaty. In his statement in the general 
debate, Prime Min is ter Lange indicated that the Pacific countries ' advocacy of 
a test-ban treaty was prompted not only by concern over the French testing 
programme, but also by the conviction tha t a global prohibition on nuclear 
weapons tes ting would be a critica l first step in turning back the arms race. 

Recommendation s 

In your talks with the leaders of Australia and New Zealand ,  you may 
express your unders tanding and sympathy for their concern at nuclear testing 
in the Pacific region . You may wish to inquire about the mos t  recent 
developments and exchanges in this regard. You may commen d the initiative of 
the Pacific countries for a comprehensive test-ban treaty and exp ress the view 
that the conclusion of such a treaty could greatly help in resolving this 
problem in addition to contributing to the con trol of nuclear wea pons. 

2. Ocean disposal of nuclear waste 

The ques tion of n uclear dumping has arous ed con siderable concern in the 
Pacific region since Japan announced in 1980 a plan to dispose of low-level 
radioactive waste at a site about halfway between Tokyo and the Northern 
Mariana Islands. Government leaders and citiz ens ' groups from the sma ller 
Pacific States issued strongly worded protests against the plan , stating that 
the marine environment on which the island peoples depend for their liv elihood 
should not be endangered by nuclea r waste. 
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In response to these ob jections, Japan postponed action on the plan while 
seek ing, unsuccessfully to date, to obtain the consent of South Paci fic 
Governments . Pr ime Min is ter Nakasone was expected to raise the issue with 
leaders in Australia, New Zealand, Fiji and Papua New Guinea dur ing h is visit 
to those countr ies the week of 13 January 1985. 

In an effort to secure permanent protection of the Paci fic waters from 
nuclear waste, Kir ibati and Nauru proposed in 1983 a total ban on nuclear 
dumping under the London Dumping Convention, an international instrument 
subscr ibed to by 5 3  States . The Convention now permits low-level dumping 
under safety conditions de fined by the International Atomic Energy Agency . 
Japan was joined in res isting the proposal by several European countr ies which 
have practiced dumping in the Atlantic and want to keep the option available. 
A vote on the ban is expected at the next consultative meeting of par ties to 
the Convention, in September 1985, a fter complet ion of a scienti fic review on 
the safety of low-level dumping . Japan has sugges ted that the fate of its 
Paci fic dumping plan will be strongly influenced by the outcome of the meeting . 

At the regional level, the communique issued at the conclus ion of the 
South Pacific For um meeting in August 1984 descr ibed as intoler able and 
unacceptable the dumping and disposal of nuclear waste in the South Paci fic . 
It also noted that Forum members were negotiating a regional protocol on the 
issue under the auspices of the South Paci fic Regional Env ironment Programme . 
Australia and New Zealand have not committed themselves to the global ban 
sought by many of the small island nations but have agreed to discuss the 
matter in a work ing group of the Forum before the next meeting of the London 
Dumping Convention . Among Fbr um members, New Zealand, Nauru and Kir ibati ar e 
part ies to the Convent ion .  Australia par ticipates as an observer at the 
consultative meetings . 

No matter what decis ion is taken in September by the par ties to the 
London Convention, the conflict over dumping in the Paci fic is likely to 
per sis t .  Japan, on the one hand, i s  conv inced o f  the sa fety o f  its ocean 
disposal plan and seems determined to overcome the resistance of its 
neighbour s in the Paci fic . These countr ies, on the other hand, continue to 
pr ess at the national, regional and international level for measur es to 
prohibit such activity . 

3. Proposal for a nuclear-fr ee zone 

At their annual meet ing held in Tuvalu in Augus t  1984, the members of the 
South Paci fic Forum approved a set of pr inciples submitted by Australia as the 
basis for a treaty to establish a nuclear-free zone in the South Pacific . 
Among the main provis ions were the r ight of South Paci fic countr ies to enjoy 
peaceful economic and social development free from the threat of env ironmen tal 
pollution) acknowledgement of exis ting international and reg ional accords on 
nuclear activities, notably the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons) a ban on the use, tes ting and s ta tioning of nuclear explos ive devices 
in the region) and the unqual ified r ight of individual countr ies to decide for 
themselves on secur ity arrangements and such ques tions as the access to their 
por ts by vessels and aircraft of other countr ies . 
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The last point was seen in part as reflecting Australia's concern that 
any treaty on a nuclear free zone should not limit its right to continue 
allowing access to its ports by United States nuclear-powered or nuclear-armed 
ships under the terms of the ANZUS alliance. 

The Forum appointed a working group chaired by Australia to examine the 
substantive issues involved in establishing a nuclear-free zone, with a view 
to preparing a draft treaty for consideration at its next meeting in August 
1985. NOting that the Non-Proliferation Treaty would be revie�ed in 1985, the 
Forum members affirmed that progress towards a nuclear-free zone in the South 
Pacific could make a useful contribution to maintaining the momentum of 
international debate on disarmament and arms control. 

Recommendations 

In your talks with the leaders of Australia and New Zealand, you may 
express your appreciation for their initiative to establish a nuclear-free 
zone in the South Pacific which would be an important step in the 
strengthening of the nuclear non-proliferation and arms control regimes and 
certainly contribute to the peace and security of the region. 

4. ANZOS and the Access of Nuclear Vessels to New zealand Ports 

The decision of New Zealand's Labour Government, which came to power in 
July 1984, to bar nuclear-powered or nuclear-armed vessels from New Zealand 
ports has created uncertainty over the future of the ANZUS pact binding New 
Zealand, Australia and the United States in a mutual defence alliance. United 
States Secretary of State George Shultz has said that visits to New Zealand by 
United States nuclear-powered vessels are essential to the continuing 
effectiveness of the alliance. Washington considers ANZUS as a vital link in 
its global defence strategy, especially in view of the growing Soviet military 
presence in the Pacific region and the Indian Ocean. It is also concerned 
that New zealand's position might set a precedent that would be followed in 
other countries where anti-nuclear sentiment is strong. 

Australia, which regularly admits United States nuclear-armed ships to 
its ports, has also expressed concern over the threat posed to ANZUS by New 
Zealand's decision on the issue. Both Australia and the United States have 
said that they were prepared to review the pact but have stressed the vital 
need to grant port access to all types of naval vessels belonging to members 
of the alliance. Prime Minister Hawke will be conferring with President Reagan 
on the question during his visit to the White House in early February. 

In an effort to defuse the issue, Washington had announced in July 1984 
that it would suspend visits by nuclear-powered or nuclear-armed ships to New 
Zealand for the remainder of the year. Since then it has been engaged in 
quiet diplomacy with the Lange Government, seeking to impress on it the 
strategic importance of such visits, and has avoided public statements that 
might provoke a backlash in New zealand. 
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Pr ime Min ister Lange has thus far s tood firm in upholding the ban. He 
maintains, however, that his Governmen t is committed to pr eserv ing ANZUS 
despite calls by the Labour Party organization for New Zealand ' s  withdrawal. 
In August 1984 he said that in h is view visits by nuclear-powered and nuclear­
armed warships to New Zealand ports were not essential to the Uni ted States' 
global military strategy. He therefore bel ieved that the cr isis could be 
r esolved without any damage to ANZUS if the Uni ted States s imply refr ained 
from proposing such visits, as it had done duruing the term of the previous 
Labour Government (1972-1975 ) .  

On 17 December the P r ime Min is ter reaffirmed the ban and expr essed 
confidence that any requests by Wash ington in 1985 for access to New Zealand 
por ts would be for vessels which confOrmed to his Governmen t ' s  policy. 
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UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER HAUT COMMISSARIAT DES NATIONS UNIES 
POUR LES REFUGIES FOR REFUGEES 

REGIONAL OFFICE AT UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS DELEGATION AU SI�GE DES NATIONS UNIES 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NEW YORK 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 
11 January 1985 

Mr. Virendra Dayal, Chef de Cabinet 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General 

M. Fartash, Regional Representative \)A.. � 
The Secretary-Gener.al 's .visit to Souti'\-Eas.t. Mia. a.nd the Pa.cif.ic 

1. I refer to your memorandum of 10 December 1984 on the above subject and 
have the pleasure to enclose a brief note on questions of interest to UNHCR 
which the Secretary-General may wish to raise or which may be .raised with him 
during his forthcoming visit; 

2. I will be happy to provide any additional information or clarification 
which may be required. 

'< 

Enclosure 
//' 
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UNHCR Note for the Secre,tary-Ge.ner al's 
Visit to. Sputh-:East �sia and the Paqific R,egion 

I .  Thailand 

1 .  O f  some 600,000 Indochinese who entered Thailand since 1975, over 485,000  

have been resettled in third countries . Of the 125,000 remaining, almos t 

two-thirds are Lao and over 80 per cent have been in Thailand for more than 

three years . 

The overall refugee situation is therefore in some danger of stagnation, 

with resettlement quotas being reduced each year and neither voluntary 

repatriation nor local integration being realistic large-scale alternative 

solutions at present . 

Of special concern is the increased in flux of refugees from Laos which 

has more than doubled in 1984 to over 19,000, including 3,000  arrivals in 

December 1984 alone . 

The Royal Thai Government has announced some initiative, such as possible 

lar ge-scale re turn of new arrivals, in an apparent effort to stem the flow. 

UNHCR's position remains that there should be an agreed scr eening pr ocedure 

between the Royal Thai Government and UNHCR, whereby re fugees would be 

admitted into Thailand and those found not of'concern to the High Commissioner 

would subsequently be returned with the necessary guarantees as to their 

safety. 

The Secretary-General's support for an agreement by the Royal Thai 

Government along these lines could be helpful . 

2. FOr those Kampucheans within the High Commissioner's competence, of the 

32 , 000  Khmers in Khao-I-Dang at the end of 1984, it is likely that some 15,000  

will remain by mid-1985 . 

There have been some sugges tions that the Royal Thai Government migh t 

wish to close Khao-I-Dang this year and return unaccepted cases to the 

border . UNHCR's position, suppor ted by major governments, is that ther e 

should be no forcible return of Khmers from Khao-I-Dang to the border and that 

other solutions should be sought for all per sons unwilling to repatriate . 

The Secretary-General may wish to reiterate the High Commissioner's basic 

position on this matter . 

I ... 
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3. The High commis sioner also remains concerned for the boat people rea chin g 

Thailand, for whom the main problem continues to be piracy atta cks on the high 

seas. Fortunately, there has been a reduction of some 30 percen t in attacks 

on boats reaching Tha iland in recent mon ths, and a number of Thai nationals 

have recently been pros ecuted and sentenced heavily for such attacks. 

Nevertheless, the problem remains one of considerable con cern and it will 

almost certa inly be neces sary for the pres en t anti-piracy arrangement in 

Tha iland, funded through UNHCR, to be renewed on its expira tion in June 1985. 

Future efforts will concen trate on lan d-based anti-piracy activities and fo r 

this purpos e full co-operation between the relevant Thai en forcement agencies 

rema in s crucial. The UNHCR-funded arrangemen t aims at deterrence of pirate 

attacks, while the active involvement of the international community and full 

co-operation of all states in the region is neces sary if the overall problem 

of piracy in South East Asia is to be addressed fully. 

II. Laos. 

The principal issue is the voluntary repa triation of refugees from 

Tha iland. Some 2,50 0 persons have returned under UNHCR aus pices since 1980 

(including 200 in 1984) and perhaps double tha t number, spontaneously. It is 

important that the Lao authorities should accept further groups back on a more 

prompt and regular basis in 1985, if this solution is to remain a viable 

alternative. 

III. Viet Nam 

The Secretary-General may wish to express apprecia tion to the Vietnamese 

authorities fo r their co-operation on the Orderly Departure Programme, un der 

which 80 ,00 0  pers ons have now leg ally left viet Nam for third coun tries , 

in cludin g 30 ,0 0 0  in 1984. 

Con tin ued ef forts by all parties to facilitate this programme as an 

alternative solution to illegal and dangerous boa t departures are es sential. 

I . . .  
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During a meeting in Geneva under UNHCR auspices in October 1984 , the 

Socialist Republic of Viet Nam authorities and receiv ing countries agreed to 

make such ef forts while Ameras ian cas es continue to depart under the Orderly 

Departure Programme. Separate discus sions between the SOcial is t Republic of 

Viet Nam and the United States of America , on both Amerasian and re-educa tion 

ca ses wishing to leave Viet Na m, have con tinued on a bilateral bas is .  

IV. Malaysia 

The Vietnames e boat population has rema ined static, at around 9-10 , 000 

pers ons in Malaysia for the last few years , with resettlement opportunities 

bein g roughly equiva lent to the rate of new arrivals. 

The positive attitude of the Malays ian authorities in admitting all 

arrivals in recen t years , and mo re recently in assisting victims of piracy , 

should be acknowledged. Malaysia has also accepted, without publ icity , so me 

3 , 500 Khmer Mus lim refugees from Thailand, for permanent settlement, which has 

been a very positive regional con tribution towards solving this problem . In 

addition , there are some 60-80 , 000 Fil ipino refugees in Sabah , most of whom 

arrived in the early 1970's , who are being assisted by UNHCR . It is importan t 

that the national status of this group should be regularized as s oon as 

pos sible. 

v. Singapore 

The authorities may be urged to continue to allow dise mbarka tion of boat 

peopl e rescued at sea and to allow temporary transit of cases to the Refugee 

Process ing Centre in Galang , Indonesia. 

VI. Indones ia 

The Government has continued its positive practice of admitting all 

/ ... 
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refugees arriving by boat and , in addition , has admitted 2 , 750 to the refugee 

processing centre in Galang , from other countries in the region , en route to 

the U. S. A • •  

Some 10 , 0 00 persons of Melanesian origin , from Iria n Jaya , have recently 

fled to Papua New Guinea where they are being as sisted by UNHCR. Should any 

of this group seek to repatriate s ubsequently , UNHCR woul d hope to be able to 

undertake its traditional role of initial assistance to such returnees in 

Indonesia. 

VII. Australia 

Australia remains a ma jor refugee resettlement country , accepting some 

14, 80 0 refugees incl uding over 10 , 0 0 0  from Indochina in its 1983/84 programme. 

The Gov ernment's continued humanitarian admis sion of refugees is of 

co nsiderabl e importa nce to UNHCR, in view of the decreasing res ettl ement 

quo tas available worl dwide. 

VIII. New Zealand 

The Gov ernment has traditionally accepted refugees on a humanitaria n 

basis , es pecia lly Indochines e in recent years. The continua nce of flexibl e 

admis sion criteria for such cas es is of importance to UNHCR. 

11 January 1985 



CONFIDENTIAL 18 January 1985 

BR IEFING NOTES FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
ON THE QUESTION OF KAMPUCHEA 

1. Viet Nam's current pos ition 

Over the past year, Viet Nam has stressed its des ire for a dialogue 
with the ASEAN countr ies. Wi thout mak ing any fundamental concess ions, 
the Vietnamese author ities have gone fur ther than in the past to show 
that such a dialogue would effect ively focus on the ques tion of Kampuchea. 

Dur ing a visit to Aus tralia in Mar ch 1984, Vietnamese Fbreign 
Minister Co Thach agreed that a •par tial solution" to the ques tion of 
peace and stability in Southeas t As ia should be based on a discuss ion of 
the following steps 

(a) Withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea, 

(b) Elimination of Pol Pot and his assoc iates as a poli tical and 
military force and creation of a safety zone on both sides of the 
Thai/Kampuchean border, 

( c )  Secur ity of the Sino/Vietnamese, Sino/Laotian and Thai/Laotian 
borders, 

(d ) A process of sel f-determination by free elect ions, exclud ing 
Pol Pot and his associates) and, 

(e )  Internat ional superv is ion and guarantees of all aspects of the 
foregoing. 

At the time, Aus tralian Foreign Min is ter Hayden had expr essed the 
view that th is "five-point formulation" was an indication of Viet Nam's 
will ingness to discuss Kampuchea as a •pr ior ity is sue" . 

Two months later, Rafeeuddin Ahmed visited Hanoi . He met with 
Mr . Co Thach on 17 May and poin ted out, in te r alia, that ASEAN could not 
reasonably be expected to discuss the secur ity of the Sino/Vietnamese and 

·Sino/Laotian borders with Viet Nam. He urged that these extraneous 
issues be excluded from an eventual dialogue with ASEAN . Mr . Co Thach 
agreed. 
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The Vietnamese Foreign Minis ter indicated that he wa s also pr epared 
to drop his proposal for the crea tion of a "sa fety zone on both sides of 
the Thai/Rampuchean border ", as it had been rej ected repeatedly by 
Thailand . Re said he would only insist on the adoption of " security 
meas ures " along that borde r .  Mr. Co Thach's basic message was that Viet 
Nam would be ready to under take a total withdrawal from Kampuchea, if 
satis factory ar r angemen ts on the elimination of "Pol Pot and his 
accomplices • could be worked out . In the past, •total "  withdrawal had 
always been linked to a more elu sive concept, the ces sation of the 
Chinese "threat • .  During his mee ting with Mr. Ahmed, however, 
Mr . Co Thach made no reference to the Chinese threat . 

The five-point formula tion adopted in Canber ra was thus conver ted 
into the following "four -poin t agenda ", which Mr. Co Thach said could 
form the basis for initial talks with ASEAN ' 

( a )  Elimination of Pol Pot and his accomplices and adoption of 
security measur es along the Thai-Kampuchean bor der ) 

(b)  Withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea) 

(c)  Self-determina tion by free elections, excluding Pol Pot and his 
accomplices} and, 

( d )  International supervision and guaran tees for all aspects of the 
foregoing . 

The merit of this agenda is, of cou rse, that it clearly focusses on 
the Kampuchean issue, even if Mr. Co Thach made it clear that a 
compr ehensive settlemen t was, in the last analysis , contingent upon a 
broader regional arrangement, including China . 

The Indochinese Foreign Minis te rs con fe rence, held in Vien tiane on 
2 July 19 84, reiterated the call for talks with the ASEA N countries and 
stated that a dialogue should be initiated "immediately". The con ference 
poin ted out that this dialogue should be based on both the ASEA N appeal of 
21 September 1983 and the Indochines e Foreign Minis te r's communique of 
29 January 1 9 84 .  

The AS� N appeal proposes a settlement compr ising thr ee essen tial 
elements : A phased withdrawal of Vietnamese tr oops •on a terr itorial 
basis ", sel f-dete rmination thr ough in ternational ly-supervised elections 
in which all Kampucheans would par ticipate and na tional reconciliation 
involving all the Kampuchean factions . The Vien tiane communique of 
29 January 1984 is a document of a more general character. It deals, 
inte r alia, with Sino/Vietnamese and Amer ican/Vietnamese rela tions . It 
also suggests that, "pending a global solution of the problems of 
Southeas t Asia ",  the Indochinese and AS� N coun tries should negotiate a 
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•framework agreement• on principles governing relations between them. It 
refers to the Kampuchean problem only to accuse Thailand and other ASEAN 
countries of seeking to impose an "absurd solution•, based on the 
•unilateral• withdrawal of Vietnamese troops and the return of Pol Pot. 

While the Indochinese communique of 2 July 1984 formally conceded, 
for the first time, that the ASEAN appeal would be acceptable as a basis 
for talks with ASEAN, the request that the Vientiane communique of 
29 Janu ary be considered on an equal footing represented an apparent 
regression from the four-point agenda which Mr. Co Thach had privately 
accepted during his meeting of 17 May with Mr. Ahmed. Moreover, in a 
letter addressed to the Poreign Ministers of the Non-Aligned Movement, 
dated 1 September 1984, Mr. Co Thach once again linked the withdrawal of 
Vietnamese troops to the cessation of the Chinese "threat•, although this 
linkage had been conspicuously absent from the meeting of 17 May. 

During the recent session of the General Assembly, Mr. Ahmed met with 
Mr. Co Thach on 10 October and expressed his surprise at the apparent 
discrepancy between Viet Nam's public stand and Mr. Co Thach's private 
statements of the previous May. The Poreign Minister explained, in 
substance, that his position had not changed but that, in its public 
statements, Viet Nam could not avoid perfunctory references to the 
Indochinese joint communiques and to the Chinese threat. The following 
day, on 11 October, Mr. Co Thach formally confirmed to the 

· 

Secretary-General that Viet Nam would be ready to enter into talks with 
ASEAN, on the basis of the four-point agenda worked out with Mr. Ahmed. 
He added that these talks should constitute the "first phase• of a global 
settlement of the problema of the region. 

Subsequently, on 16 November, the General Assembly considered the 
question of peace, stability and co-operation in South-East Asia. During 
the debate, Vietnamese Ambassador Hoang Bich SOn stressed that his 
country was •prepared to engage in negotiati ons with the ASEAN 
countries". He pointed out, in this regard, that "three areas of 
consensus and of differences• had emerged. Re explained that Viet Nam 
and ASEAN agreed on : (a) The withdrawal of Vietnamese forces "without 
permitting the return of the Pol Pot clique•, (b) Respect for the right 
of self-determination of the Kampuchean peopleJ and, (c) The need for 
international guarantees and supervision. On the other hand, the 
Ambassador said, there were differences over the •method to eliminate 
Pol Pot and his associates• and how the right of self-determination 
should be exercised. He added that the modalities for international 
guarantees and supervision also required •further discussion•. 

It should also be noted that, in his statement before the General 
Assembly, the Vietnamese Ambassador conceded, for the first time, that 
there was an "international aspect• to the "Kampuchean issue•. He did 
not elaborate, however, on the implications of this apparent concession. 
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The lOth Indochinese Foreign Minis ters ' Con ference has just been held 
in Bo Chi Minh City , on 17 and 18 January 1985 . The final communique of 
the Conference re-affirms that the Kampuchean situa tion is 
•irreversible• . At the same time , it str esses the •ardent aspir ation • of 
the Indochinese countries to peace and reiter ates their •willingnes s to 
enter into negotia tions wi th the par ties concerned • to achieve an early 
solution based on the following elements : 

a )  The withdrawal of Vietnamese for ces from Kampuchea , pair ed with 
the exclusion of the genocidal Pol Pot clique, 

b) Respect for the Kampuchean people ' s  right to self-determina tion , 
first and foremost the right to come back to a life free from threat of 
genocide) 

c) The holding by the Kampuchean people of free general elections 
with the pr esence of for eign obse rvers, 

d) Building South-East Asia in to a zone of peace and stability 
wher ein Sta tes with differ ent social systems can live in peaceful 
coexistence , without allowing their respective terr itories to be used 
against other countr ies, 

e) Res pect by all external States of the national rights of 
South-East Asian countr ies, and 

f)  The establishmen t of an international form of guar antee and 
supervision for the implementation of the agr eements . 

These elements ar e not inconsis ten t with the • four-point agenda • 
discussed privately with Mr. Co Thach . Mor eover , the two additional 
points , relating to peaceful coexis tence between States with different 
social systems and to the r espect of the na tional rights of the countries 
of the region , only reiterate gener ally accepted pr inciples . 

However, instead of calling for a dialogue with the ASEAN •group•, as 
Viet Nam had done consis ten tly during the past year , the communique 
places the emphasis on the promotion of •bilatera l •  rela tions between the 
countries of the r egion . This change of approach is justified by a 
refer ence to the recent evolution of ASEA N ' s  own posi tion on the matter. 

The communique also recalls Viet Nam ' s  proposal for an •in te rnational 
con fer ence• .  It is poin ted oUt that this con ference will be attended by 
the countries of the region , as well as other coun tries that are 
•directly concerned or have already contr ibuted • to the search for peace 
and stability in South-East Asia . Viet Nam had pr eviously said it would 
accept a limited , 1954 Geneva-type, in terna tional Con ference . The 
present formula tion , however , appear s to allow�r mor e flexibility in the 
member ship of the Confer ence . The idea of a limi ted in ternational 
con ference had been explored by Rafeeuddin Ahmed dur ing his fi rst trip to 
the region in 1982 and had been received positively by the ASEAN 
countries , as a possible alternative to the UN-sponsored ICK which 
Viet Nam has always rejected . 
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2. ASEAN's current position 

During the last five years, the ASEAN countries have taken the lead 
in mobilizing the internati onal community against the Vietnamese presence 
in Kampuchea and in elaborating proposals for a negotiated settlement of 
the problem. After pressing for an International Conference on Kampuchea 
(ICK) which was convened in July 1981, they encouraged the establishment, 
in 1982, of the Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea (CGDK) . The 
following year, they issued their 21 September Appeal, which sets out the 
main elements for a comprehensive political settlement of the Kampuchean 
problem and calls for consultations with Viet Nam on •initial steps• 
towards such a settlement. 

The beginning of 1984 was marked by a number of Indonesian 
initiatives. By the month of May, however, ASEAN seemed to have 
developed a sense of helplessness about its capacity to influence the 
situation and it began to show doubts about the policy of active 
involvement it had pursued so far. 

In February, General L. B. Murdani, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Indonesian armed forces, paid an official visit to Viet Nam. Later that 
month, an Indonesian/Vietnamese academic seminar on regional peace and 
security issues, including Kampuchea, was held in Hanoi. In the course 
of this informal seminar, the Indonesian side expressed the view that the 
main Khmer Rouge leaders should specifically be excluded from general 
elections in Kampuchea, as well as from an eventual process of national 
reconciliation. 

Subsequently, Vietnamese FOreign Minister Co Thach was invited to 
visit Jakarta from 11 to 13 March, on his way to Canberra. During his 
visit, Mr. Co Thach reportedly rejected out of hand President Suharto's 
proposals for a multinational peace-keeping force with Vietnamese 
participation and for the establishment of a government of national 
reconciliation in Kampuchea. Although Mr. Co Thach later claimed that he 
had not rejected President Suharto's ideas, but rather his contention 
that "the Pol Pot criminals• should be allowed to participate in general 
elections in Kampuchea, the Indonesian authorities concluded that 
Viet Nam remained adamant. Their disappointment was compounded by 
Mr. Co Thach's subsequent visit to Australia from 14 to 19 March, where 
the •five-point formulation• announced by F oreign Minister Hayden created 
the impression that, after deliberately spurning Indonesia, the 
Vietnamese had taken a somewhat softer line in Canberra. 

Moreover, a few days after Mr. Co Thach's return from Australia, Viet 
Nam launched its annual dry season offensive along the Thai-Kampuchean 
border. The ASEAN countries interpreted this as further evidence of 
Hanoi's lack of sincerity. They consequently deci ded to put their 
diplomatic efforts in abeyance and to adopt a stiffer attitude. In a 
joint communique issued on 8 May 1984, the ASEAN countries stressed that 
the •trust and confidence• they had attempted to forge with Viet Nam had 
been undermined. 
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This disillusionmen t became even mor e evident during the 17th AS� N 
Ministerial Mee ting, held in Jakar ta on 9 and 10 July 1984.  The two 
strongly worded communiques is sued on tha t occasion dismis sed the third 
annual •partial wi thdrawal• announced by Viet Nam at the end of June as 
another •rotation of troops•.  They denounced Viet Nam's •attempts to 
impose a military solution • of the Rampuchean pr oblem and asser ted that 
•a t least half a million Vietnamese settlers• were engaged in a process 
of "coloniza tion• in Kampuchea . They expr essed ASEA N's "deep 
disappoin tment• with the Indochinese communique of 2 July 1984 and 
rejec ted Viet Nam's proposal for an immediate dia log ue as a •propaganda 
ploy• which offered •nothing positive• . In conclusion, they stressed 
that it "should now be clear to all that the onus r ests with Viet Nam to 
respond in good faith " to the international effor ts aimed at achieving a 
comprehensive political set tlement of the Rampuchean pr oblem . 

During the AS� N Minis terial Meeting, as well as during his previous 
trip to the region in May 1984 , Mr. Ahmed discus sed with the Foreign 
Minis ters concerned the "four -point agenda " wor ked out with 
Mr. Co Thach . He advised the ASEA N countr ies to seek direct con firmation 
of this agenda from Mr. Co Thach and suggested tha t they might also wish 
to present counter-proposals, with a view to defining a 
mutually-acceptable text . 

The AS� N Foreign Minis ters acknowledged that the four-point agenda 
did repr esent a useful clarifica tion of Viet Nam's position . They 
expressed the view, however, that Viet Nam's linkage of a withdrawal from 
Kampuchea to the elimina tion of •Pol Pot and his accomplices• was only a 
"tactica l "  change, aimed primarily at br eaking up the CGDK . They 
reiter ated that they did not wish to see Pol Pot r eturn to power, bu t 
considered that the bes t way to "eliminate• the Khmer Rouge was to allow 
them to take part in fr ee general elections under international 
supervision . Above all, they made it clear that they remained 
unconvinced of Viet Nam's readiness to engage in meaningful negotia tions 
on Kampuchea . 

Hence , dur ing the last ses sion of the General Assembly , while 
Mr. Co Thach str essed that conditions for a dialogue wer e " ripe" , the 
AS� N countries rais ed the stak es by res ponding that the ques tion of 
Kampuchea was not a problem between them and Viet Nam , but one between 
Viet Nam and the Kampuchean people . They pointed out that, while they 
were still willing.to •assist• in the search for a solu tion to the 
con flict, Viet Nam should prove its since rity by seeking direct 
negotiations with the Coalition Government.of Prince Sihanouk. 

In the past, the ASEA N coun tries had always stressed their readiness 
to discuss a solu tion of the Kampuchean problem with Viet Nam . Their 
present attitude of apparent dis engagem en t seems to be a result of the 
negative atmosphere that has prevailed since May 1984.  However, it 
probably does not amoun t, at least for the time being, to a fundamental 
change of approach . 
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It should be noted, in this context, that during a meeting in New 
York last October, Indonesian FOreig n Minister Mochtar and Vietnamese 
Foreign Minister Co Thach agreed to exchange visits in 1985. Dr. Mochtar 
is tentatively scheduled to visit Hanoi from 22 to 25 January and 
Mr. Co Thach is expected to travel to Jakarta later in the year. 
Dr. Mochtar•s visit to Hanoi will be the first by an ASEAN Foreign 
Minister in the last five years. Although Malaysia is the current 
Chairman of the ASEAN Standing Committee, Indonesia has been authorized 
to act as an informal "interlocutor• with Viet Nam. 

3. Sihanouk and the Phnom Penh regime 

Last October, Prince Sihanouk revealed that France had tried to 
arrange secret contacts between himself and representatives of Hanoi and 
Phnom Penh. He pointed out that, as a result of a quiet French 
initiative, the Vietnamese Government and the Heng Samrin regime had 
agreed to send emissaries to Paris for separate encounters with him, in 
November. 

The Prince said he had told the French authorities that as a •man of 
dialogue•, he was willing to •talk to anybody". He had reportedly 
explained that, while he was not ready for negotiations, he would not 
object to an •exchange of views between adversaries•. Following the 
positive reactions of Hanoi and Phnom Penh to the sounding undertaken by 
France, Prince Sihanouk said he had felt compelled, "in good conscience•, 
to appraise his coalition partners and China of the propo sed encounters. 
Son Sann reportedly agreed that contacts would be useful. However, the 
Khmer Rouge and China expressed strong opposition, pointing out that this 
initiative would only play into the hands of Viet Nam, which was trying 
to "break up• the coalition. As a result, Prince Sihanouk decided to 
cancel the meetings. 

The French Permanent Mission in New York has confirmed that Paris has 
been trying to facilitate contacts between Sihanouk and "the other 
side". The Mission has indicated that the •private• visit which 
Mr. Hun Sen, Foreign Minister of the Phnom Penh regime, paid to Paris, 
from 23 November to 3 December 1984, was the result of an informal 
"invitation" by Mr. Regis Debray, a counsellor to President Mitterrand. 
It had been hoped that·a meeting with Prince Sihanouk could be arranged 
on that occasion, but the •constraints• imposed on him by his 
participation in a coalition government had prevented it. 

On his arrival in Beijing, on 3 January 1985, the Prince stated that 
he would not have •any contacts• with the Heng Samrin regime until the 
withdrawal of the Vietnamese forces from Kampuchea. He also indicated 
that he had rejected an "offer• by FOreign Minister Hun Sen to meet with 
him in February. 
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Mr .  Hun Sen was named P r �e Min is ter on 14 January, following the 
recent death of h is predecessor in Moscow . He will however keep the 
foreign affairs portfolio . At the end of the Indoch inese FOr eign 
Min is ter s Confer ence in Ro Ch i Minh City ,  on 18 January , he repor tedly 
declared that Phnom Penh would be prepar ed to hold talks with the 
factions of Sihanouk and Son Sann , if they dissociated themselves from 
Pol Pot . He poin ted out that , if they joined the Phnom Penh regime in 
"el iminating • Pol Pot , they would be able to play •a cer tain role " in 
Kampuchea . 

This is the clearest indicat ion so far of Phnom Penh ' s  will ingness to 
cons ider a reconc iliation wi th the two non-commun ist fac tions . There can 
be l ittle doubt tha t this approach is encour aged , if  not inspi r ed ,  by 
Viet Nam since the commun ique of the Ro Chi Minh City Conference pr aises 
the "pol icy of nat ional un i ty• pur sued by Phnom Penh . Mr .  Hun Sen ' s  
statement , however , is likely to be denounced by the Khmer Rouge and 
China as fur ther ev idence of Viet Nam ' s  attempts to spl it the Coal ition 
Government of Pr ince S ihanouk . 

4 .  The Mil i tary Situat ion 

Ampil , the Headquar ters of the KPNLF forces , and the last ma jor 
encampment of that fac tion in the Thai -Kampuchean border area , fell to 
Vietnamese forces on 8 January 198 5 .  The assault began the previous day ,  
on the sixth ann iversary o f  the establishment o f  the Heng Samr in regime 
in Phnom Penh . Obse rver s repor t that Viet Nam thr ew  in to the battle for 
Ampil more of its resources than it had ever used aga inst the 
resistance . More than 4 , 000 Vietnamese and Hen g Samr in soldie rs are 
believed to have taken par t in the battle , backed by Sov iet-made T- 54 
tanks , against the 5 , 000 res istance fighters de fending Ampil . With the 
fall of Ampil , Viet Nam has managed to take over seven of the KPNLF 
camps , leav ing only a small one , mainly inhabited by civ il ians . 

Viet Nam began its annual dry-season offens ive on the r es is tance 
camps along the Tha i-Kampuchean border much ear lier than in pr ev ious 
ye ars . In contr ast to the 1983-84 dry season , when ser ious figh ting did 
not occur un til 25 Mar ch , th is time , Viet Nam launched its fi rst attacks 
on 18 November ,  captur ing Nong Chan , a maj or KPNLF camp. There followed , 
in late November and December , the seizure of four smaller camps ­
Bakse i ,  Nam Yuen , Sokh Sann and O ' Bok . The lar gest KPNLF camp, Nong 
Samet , was overrun on 25 December . The c iv ilian populat ion of these 
camps was evacua ted to tempor ary s i tes in Tha iland , either before the 
attacks or as they began . As a result , there have repor ted ly been few 
civ il ian casualties . Some 130 , 000 civ il ian Kampucheans have cr ossed the 
border in to Tha iland s ince last November .  Moreover , a lar ge number of 
the 80 , 000 people who had sought refuge in Tha iland , following last 
year ' s  dry season , have not been able to return to thei r  camps , because 
of the cont inu ing tens ion along the border . 



. .  
.. 

-9-

In previous years , the Vietnamese forces had retreated from the 
camps , after thei r seizure. Their tactics , however , seem to have 
changed . There has been some speculation that they may now try to remain 
in position in or near the camps. Obse rvers believe that Hanoi hopes to 

"bottle up • the resistance 
·
forces at the border and thus , be able to 

prevent or , at least , to cu r tail dr astically any further infiltration 
deep inside Kampuchea . 

The KPNLF camps have been the prime target dur ing the present 
offensive , although some Khmer Rouge bases h ave also been hit . 
Sihanouk's stronghold at Tatum has not so far been attacked . The 
Sihanoukist for ces had also been spared last year. This concentr ation of 
attacks on the KPNLF has been seen as an attempt to destroy the myth that 
the non-communist factions can represent a credible military and 
political alternative to the Khmer Rouge or the Heng Samrin regime. The 
futility , in Hanoi ' s  view , of this AS!AN basic strategy would thus be 
exposed. In any event , Viet Nam seems to have gained a military and 
psychological victory over the Coalition , wh ile still maintaining the 
option of eventually winning over Prince Sih anouk to its side . 

The intensity of the Vietnamese offensive this season has led to a 
greater number of direct clashes with Thailand , which has accu sed Hanoi 
of several limited incursions into its territory . Th ese clashes h ave 
caused some casualties on both sides , but only Thailand has reported its 
losses. In the most recent incident , a Thai military plane , apparently 
helpi ng to dislodge Vietnamese soldiers in Thai territory, was shot down 
by Vietnamese anti-aircraft fire . Viet Nam has , as in the past , denied 
any violation of Thai territory and reiterated that these charges are 
another of Thailand's "slanderous • contentions , aimed at hiding its 
support for the resistance forces . 

On 9 January 198 5, ASEAN is sued a statement deploring the escalation 
of fighting and Viet Nam's •recurrent intr usions " into Thai ter ritory. 
ASEAN stated that these actions reveal once again Viet Nam ' s  disregard 
for inter national opinion and its "single-minded pursuit of a militar y 
solution • to the Kampuchean pr oblem . The statement add s that Hanoi ' s  
atti tude belies its pr otestations of peaceful inten tions and its desire 
for a negoti ated settlement of the pr oblem. It is likely that the ASEAN 
countries will take a similar line dur ing the Secr etary-General ' s  visit 
to the region . 

China was slow to react to the Vietnamese offensive along the 
Thai-Kampuchean border , as it was expecting the visit , in December , of 
First Deputy Prime Minister Arkhipov , the highest-ranking Soviet official 
to visit Beijing in 15 years. On 28 December ,  however , a Chinese For eign 
Ministry spokesman •strongly condemned " the attack on Nong Samet camp. 
After the fall of Ampil , on 8 January , China condemned the Vietnamese 
offensive as •criminal " ,  calling on Hanoi to end its "atrocities• in 
Kampuchea and accusing it of threatening Thailand's security. US 
diplomatic sources have speculated that some kind of reaction from China 
should be expected , although it may eome with some delay . The Vietnamese 
d r y  season offensives have usually been accompanied or fOllowed by 
renewed tension along the Sino-Vietnamese border. Accor ding to pr ess 
r eports , armed incidents have in fact occu rred in the past few days . 
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C O M M U N I Q U E  

of the Tenth Calference of the Fa-e jgn Minis ters of 
La as ,  Kampuchea and Vietnam 

( 17th and 18th Jan�y , 1985) 

The Tenth Cmference of the Fcreign Ministers of the Lao People ' s  Demo­
cratic Republ ic , the People ' s  Republ ic of Kampuchea and the Socialist Republic 
of Viet Nam was held in Ho Chi Minh City on Janl.llry 17 and 18 ,  1 985 . 

1 • The Cmference is of the WBni.Dloos view that the year 1984 narked a 
new step forward in the grcwth of the fcrces of peace , na tiaal independence 
and social pr(8ress in the fierce struggle against the fcrces of imperialism, 
colmialism and internatiooal reaction . Southeaat Asia has witnessed very im­
pcrtant devel()JDents favwrable to the struggle fer natiooal defence and .edifi­
cation of the Lao, Kampuchean and Vietnamese peoples . With the vigcrous and 
effective · suppcrt of the Sov iet Unioo , the socialist carmmity, the noo..aligned 
CCA.llltries and friends over the wcrld , Laos , Kampuchea and Vietmm are steadUy 
fcrgq ahead. The outstand� ach ievements reccrded by the People 's Republic 
of Kampuchea in the ecooanic , military , political and diplaratic fields coofirm 

· the irreversibility of the Kampuchean situatioo while all schemes of the 
imperialist, ex}Bnsionist and reactionary fcrces in the last six years a imed at 
re-installing the genocidal Pol Pot clique back in Kampuchea have met with 
disnal failure . It is an undeniable real ity that under the leadership of the 
Poarty and the oovernment of the People ' s  Republ ic of Kampuchea over seven millioo 
I<ampucheans are truly assum� their own des tinies in the ir miraclous rena.issanee. 
The so-called 'tcelitioo govermnent of Democratic Kampuchea'' is nothq but the 
shadow of the Pol Pot clique living in exile in sanctuar ies in Thailand , kept 
and induced by fcreign camtries to turn against its own fatherland . There is 
an ever mere powerful manentum fer the e:xc 1u.s1on of Pol Pot and his associates 
so as to safegtard the Kampuchean people ' s  right to self-determinatioo • 

. 
As a matter of fac t only the Chinese authcrities and the reactionaries 

within the .Thai rul� circles steadfastly prop up the genocidal Pol Pot clique 
in crder to op�e the Kampuchean people 's rena issance and serve their selfish 
interests . 

2 .  The Cooference reviewed the dipla!B tic activities undertaken by the 
Lao People ' s  Democratic Republic , the People ' s  Republic of Kampuchea and the 
Soc ialist Republ ic of Vietnam dur� the �t year in pursuance of their fcreign 
policy of peace , friendship and co-operatioo . It is pleased to note that the 
peoples of the wcrld appreciate ever mere highly and extend an increas �ly 

. . . 

• 
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'str� suppaot f'er the jus t pos it ion and good will of the Indochll'lese colintries 
· tcwa.rds the cause ;of peace and na tional independence in Southeas t As ia and the 

world . 

The Conference a pprec ia tes h �hly the var ious di�lomatic ac tivities of 
· the People ' s  ' Republ ic of Kampuch� 1 es pecially the visits tfndertaken by ·its 

Fcreign Minister. in a number of Arrican sta tes as well as 'h is  bread contac ts 
and excha� iz"l SWeden and France . ·  It cons iders pos itive the meetings held 
during the· test year between the L(ao and Vietnamese Fcrejgn Ministers . 
and theU' .ccunterRlrts in several Southeas t As ian countr ie� . These meetings 
prove that � spite of a few rem in� differences , the m jcrity of states in 

· the regioni are beccming incr�singly aware of the necessity , through djalcsue on 
an equal footing and on the bas is ' of rnutal respect for each other ' s:!eg'itinntc 
interes ts ,  to pranote and develop bila teral relaticns of friendsh ip and co­
operation , and · tc crea te favouralbe ccnd itions for the settlement of intra­
regional differ,ences without external ihter ference . 

The Conference takes note of the view held by several Asean countries 
· that the Kampuchea issue is not a problem between the Asean and the Indoch inese 

·states . This correct approach helps foster bila teral relations between the latter" 
and other Southeas t As ian nations and do away with ar tific ial obs tacles' to the 
establishment of a zone of peace and stability in Scutheast As ia .  The Conference 
welcanes the intention of severa l Southeast As ian states to develop their .bi­
lateral relations with Vie t  Nam and Lacs . It cons iders the visit to Vie t  Nam mde 
by General L .B . Murdani , Ccmrrander -in-ch ief of the Indmes ian Arned E'crces ,· the 
seminars among Vietnamese and Indones ian scholars and the eventual v is it of 
IndC'le s ian leaders to Vie tnam pos itive efforts that are bene fic ial not only. to 
the b ila teral Indones ian - Vietnarrese ties of co-opera tim and friendsh ip but 
als o  to the consol ida tion of peace in As ia and of the sol idarity among non-al jgned 
countries . The Conference \-"e lcanes thP. earnest endeavrur of any na tivn in Sc::Uth­
east As ia and the wor ld to help settle the existing differences between the 
Indochinese countr ies an d another s ta te within or outs ide the region . 

The Conference we.banes the ��'l lays ian proposal to turn Southeast As ia  in­
tc a nuclear free zone and to rra ter ialize thi3 :::'.:'?F'AN concept while the '!r.amp.�ehea 
problem" still awaits a solu tion . The thcee Indoch inese cruntries dec lare their 
willingness to cooperate with t::e othe:r 20t;t.h�s t Asian s tates in carrying out 

this impcrtant initlz. tive . 

3 .  The Conference exposed the ::.:chenEs under taken by tre Be ij ing r�c tionary 
rul� c ircles over the past six years in collus ion with the U . S .  imperialists and 

· the reactiona.ries within t�e Tha i ru lir4; c ircles a imed at weakening the. Indochinese 
countries through a �Jlt i-faceted sabotage war , fomenting confronta tion be tween 

· the Scutheast As ian states and undermin ing peace and stability in the region . While 
resolutely struggling to defend the ir respective fa therlands , the three Indochinese 
peoples have invar iably treasured the ir time-honoored fr iendship with the Chinese 
people and always looked forward tc an early res toration · of this friendship . A 
rela tionsh ip of friendship and coopera tion between Viet Nam , Lacs and Kampuchea m 
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· the cne hand and the People ' s  Re public of Ch ina m the ;ther , would c cristi­
. tute a fac tor of extreme importance for peace and s tab ility in Sru theast . 

As ia .  Wha t  rTBtters most is that both s ides shruld sh� good will . In tmt 
spirit , the Lao People ' s  Democratic Republ ic i'B.nd the People ' s  Re public of 
Kampuchea fully su pport the endeavours of the Soc ialist Republic of Viet 
Nam to restore peace in the Viet Nam - China border regims �d tc resurac 

· the S ino - Vietnamese negotiations fer the norrTBliza ticn of the ir rela tirns . 

4 .  The present tens ion preva il inp; on the Kampuchean -Tmi an d  Lclo - Tha i 
borders stems from the Tha i expans ionis t  policy here -to-fore p.1rsued by tm 
react irnary ruling circles of Tha iland v is-a-v is the Indochinese ca.mtr ies . 
Such a s ituation is on the me han d ,  c rn trary to the in terests of the peoples 
of these countr ies as well as those of the other Southeast As ian c cuntries 
and m the other , to the sole advan tage of outs ide hegemm is t  farces which 
�re a ttempting to pit the coun tries in the regicn me against another . The 

· three Indoch inese cruntries cnce aga in reaffirm the ir des ire an d  willingness 
· to do the ir utmos t to fos ter �Nod-neighbourl iness with Th:'.ilan d thus turning 
· the Kampuchean-Tha i and Lao-Tha i borders into borders of peace and fr iendship 

and solving the problems of their rela tions with Thailand through negotiations . 
In this spirit , the Conference assesses h jghly the determination of the Lao 
Pe ople ' s  Democratic Repbu l ic to defend its s overeign ty over the region of 

· the three Lao hamlets in Sayabrur•i pr :v ince tha t tave been illegally occupied 
by Thailand . T!1e People ' s  Republic of Kampuchea and the Soc ialis t  Republic 
of Viet Nam while fUlly supporti� the just pos ition and the good will of 

· the Lao People ' s  Democra tic Rep.Jbl ic , firmly deiTBnd tta t the Thai s ide iLl­
mediately withdraw its troops fr�:m the three tamle ts , return the Lao c ivi­
lians tha t tave been abduc ted to Tha iland and compensate for the lasses 
inflic ted on the Lao populaticn by the Tha i army in order to n ormal ize 
the two ccuntr ies ' relaticns . 

The Cooference welcomes all efforts a imect at bringin13 peace and secur ity 
fer both countr ies along the Kampuchean - Tha i border under an in terna timal 
fcrm of guarantee and supervisim and at haltirlg comple te ly the use of the 
r.e fugee camps by Ktmer reac timar ies as bases for mil itary operations direicted 
aga inst the Kampuchean pe0ple . The Lao People ' s  Democratic - Republ ic an<.l the 
Soc ial ist Republ ic of Vie t Narr. wholly supp-"rt the initiatives of the People ' s  

· Rep.J blic o f  Kampuchea , oo urgen t measures a ine d  a t  ensur i�':': . peace an d  security 
along the bcrder with Th:l iland and on the repa tr iaticn of Kamp.Jchean refuGees 
residing on Tta i soil on the OO.S.is of pr inciples mutually agreed upen .  

· 

� .  Loolci.ng tack on the relations of Vietnam , Laos and V.amp.Jchea vii th 
the United Sta tes after the end of the American war of aggression the 
conference c learly indicated that tre present absence of norrraliza ticn ·s tems 
fran the success ive Amer ican ac.m:inis tra tions hos tile pol icy_vis-a-v is the 
Indoch inese countr ies . Nevertheless the latter invar iably advccate loc�:i.."lG 

· to the fu ture . NoriTBlizaticn of relations between the three Inuc:ch inese 
cruntries and the United States crn forms to the interests of all parties 
ccncerned and of peace and sta bil ity in Southeast As ia .  The United States 
shoold assume a respons ible role in cootr ibuting to loog-term peace nnd 

• 
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·stab ility in Sru theast Asia .  The Cooference welcones the brcadening cootac ts 
between var icus strata of the Arrer ican people and political c irc les and the 

· three Indochinese countries . The Ccnference is of the v iew that the recen t  . 
v is its of Amer ican Ccngressmen ' s  Delegation to Laos , Viet �Jam an d  KampJchea 
have bem pos itive , as they increased mutual Ul')ders tanding .:m d help fes ter 

· the settlemen t of problems of c mcern to the United States 01 the one hand ,  
and each of the three Indoch inese countr ies on the other . 

6 .  Inspired by their ardent aspiration for the early establ ishnEn t of 
· �ce and s tability in the regim, the In dcx::h inese ca.mtr ies mce again 
· re iterate the ir willingness to en ter negotiations with the p3.rties coocemed 
so as to scx::r:J reach a soluticn encanpass:ing a t  the same ti.Ioo : the with­
drawal of Vie tnamese volunteer fC'rces from Kampuchea p!!ire<.l with exclusioo 
of the genoc ida l  Pol Pot cl ique , res pec t for the Kampuchean �ople ' s  r ight to 
self-determina tion , firs t and foremost the right to come back to a life free 
frctn the threat of gen�-x: ide , the holding by the Kampuchean people of free . 
general eclec tions with the presenc:e of fa•eign observers , b.l Heling Southeast 
Asia mto a zcne of peace and stability wherein states with c!j_ffcreot soc ial 
systems l ive in peaceful ccexistence withoot allowing their respective 

· territor ies to be used aga mst other ccuntries , respec t  by all external 'states 
of the naticnal rights of Southeas t As ian c oun tr ies , the establishment of 
an mtemational form of guarantee and su perv is icn for the implemen tatim of 

· the agreemen ts .  

The three Indochinese ccontr ies refer cnce aga in  to their propCS<ll . cn  
· the cooven ing of an intematicnal conference to d isOJss all problems related 
· to peace and s tabil ity in Scutheast As ia that wru ld be attenc.1cd by all ·s m tes 

within the regicn and those cu ts ide that are direc tly c:)nccrnec or have nlready 
contributed to Srutheast As ia ' s  peace and stabil ity . 

The three Indochinese crun tries c cns ider tha t the best is to rec.ch a 
negotiated soluticn . At the same time they s ta te the ir determinaticn to 
cootinue the ir struggle for the defence and edifica tion of their respee tive 
coun tries . With regard to the People ' s  Republic of Kampuchea .in part icular , 
concurrently w ith its gra.�th and ccnsc>l idatir.n continr.;ents of Vietna.rresc 
volunteer forces have success ively been withdrawn from th is C :JI.Il try in the 
t:as t  three years and will cmtinue tc- be withdrawn in the c curse of this 
year as well as of the corn� years . In this perspec tive the Ccn ferencc . is 
ccnfident that within five to ten years t irre , the so-callec I<am[.A..tchea problem 
Will of itself oo settlec! re�rdless of the absence of the negotiated sc·luticn . 

The Lao People 's Democra tic Re publ ic and the Soc ialist Republ ic of 
Viet Nam hold h igh the policy of na ti•..:nal un ity pursued by the r;e0ple ' s  
Re(:Ublic o f  Kampuchea and which finds express ion in Fore ign Hmistcr Hun .  
Sen ' s  de clara ticlll of 1 8  September , 1 982 and the resoluticn adopted in AuQist 
1 984 by the Na tiona! Assembly of the People·! s� Repbulic of Kampuch� . 
This policy of na tional un ity has heen warmly welcaood by bread sec tL .. '1s 
of wor ld public opinicn . 
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The three Indochinese coontries have done the ir utmost for the sa!<:e 
of peace in Srutheast As ia and the world . In this spirit the Ccnferencc 
values h ighly and fully supports the imi=crtant t:eace in itiatives of the 
socialist COl'I'ITI.ln ity , espec ially the Soviet Un ion ' � rx�s itLc in th� �edn·.� 
Soviet - US talks aimed at mlting the nuclear arms race , eas ine :ih tcrn�tional 

· tensiQ"l and coosolida.ting the t:eace and security of the world- peoples . -It 
·attaches great impa-tance to the f..c ,r t ie th ann iversary of the victcry over 
fasc ism wh ich will be vividly CCli'I'OOmora ted by the naticns of the wcrld . 
Fer the three Indoch inese t:eoples 1 985 will also be mrke d  by rra jcr 
celebra tioos : The f. !'tieth ann iversary of the vic tory of revolutim in the 

· three camtries and the tenth . ann iversary of their vic t'X'y over the US 
imt:er ialist war of a�ess ion . These imp<:r tant events cmstitute a livine 
r.nnifesta tiQ"l of the ties binding the fate of the three Indcchinese t:eoples 

· to that of the other nations of the wcrld . The his tcry of the t:ast fcrty 
years shews tha t in spite of many rem in ing difficulties and obstac les 
nothing can tr.wart the wcrld t:eoples - among Whom those of Indochina .• in 
the realiza tioo of the ir lofty �cals namely peace , independence , 'fr iendship 

and coo�ratiQ"l . 

1 8  January 1985 
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So f ar UNHCR has been ab le t o  organ i z e  repat r i at ion of 
one old woman f rom t he Khao- I -Dan g ho lding cen t r e  to 
Phnom Penh via Bangkok and Ho Chin Minh C i t y . It had 
been hoped that t h i s  symbo l i c  return of one person wh ich 
t ook p l ace on 1 June 1984 on human i t ar i an ground and 
af t e r  e l abor at e nego t i at i on , wou ld be f o l l owed by many 
more indiv i dual cases and ev entually pave the way for 
t he return of l arge groups . So f ar t h i s  expe ct at i on 
has not mat er i al i zed . 

24 . The bas i c  formal impedement t o  t he progress of 
negot iat ion i s  the i s sue of cont act between the Thai an d 
Phnom Penh au thor i t ies . The Thais do not want to have 
an y cont act with t he Phnom Penh aut hor it ies wh i ch can lbe 
const rued in an y way as de f acto recogn i t ion of the regime . 
They are , howeve r ,  prepared t o  de al with UNHCR , I CRC or 
UN as int ermed i ar i e s . Hun Sen t he Fore i gn Hin i s t e r  of 
the Heng S amrin Reg ime who has been hand li ng t h i s  que st ion , 
on the other hand has been making propos a l s  which wou ld 
requ ire d irect or indirect cont act between Phnom Penh 
an d Bangkok . 

25 . Or iginally Hun Sen had proposed negot i at i ons with 
Thai l and under the au sp i s e s  of UNHCR . When t h i s  was 
rej ected by �rasong Secret ary General of the Nat ional 
Security Coun c i l  who handles the is sue on behalf of Thai land , 
Hun Sen proposed involvement of the two nat ional Red Crosses 
of Thai l and and Kampu chea t o  work out t he repat riat i on 
ar ran gement s . · When Prasong rej ected t h i s  Hun Sen t hrou gh 
UNHCR proposed invo l vement of two " proxy" red crosses . 
The idea was that each country wou ld appo i n t  t he red cross 
of a t h i rd country t o  act on i t s  beha l f . At the t ime to 
i l lust r at e  h i s  p roposal , Hun Sen had ment ioned pos s ib i l i t y  
o f  Hungar i an Red Cross act ing on behalf o f  Phnom Penh and 
French Red Cross on behalf of Bangkok . Lat e r  on Hun Sen 
proposed involvement of two " p roxy" gove rnment s on behalf 
o f PNP and Bangkok t o  work out , with UNHCR as intemediary , 
the nece s s ary arr angement s .  Pr ascng cou ld not accept 
e i t her of these formu l a  and maint ained t h at their accept ance 
wou ld confer de f acto recogn i t ion on PNP regime and RTG 
was under no ci rcumst ance prepared t o  make any move wh i ch 
wou ld imp ly such a recogn i t i on . 

26 . Behind t h i s  procedural smoke -s creen on the format of 
negot iat ion , each s i de has some more seriou s  subst ant ive 
concern . PNP is seriously worr ied about the secur ity aspect s 
of a mass repat r i at i on . I t  want s t o  be in a po s i t ion to 
screen t horoughly a l l  the candidat es f or repat r i at i on and 

/ h ave 
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have the opt ion of rej ect ing t hose it con s iders t o  
b e  " suspect s "  or secu r i t y  r i sk . 

The RTG on the other hand is not interested in 
al lowing PNP authorit i e s  t o  conduct any screening of t he 
cand i dat es for v olunt ary repat r i at ion on th�ir so i l . 
They wou ld rather refugees t o  go en mass t o  a recept ion 
cent re in Kampuchea , preferab le not in Phnom Penh , under 
the ausp i ces of the Un ited Nat ions . RTG wou ld not agree 
to let PNP pick and choose t hose they want to accept and 
let t he rej ected cases remain in Tha i l and inde f i nit e l y . 
PNP h as already indi cated t hat it wou l d  not agree t o  
creat ion o f  a UN recept ion cent re i n  Kampuchea . 

27 . Presence of Khmer refugees at the camps a long t he 
Th �i-Kampu che an border also prov ides a bu f f e r  for Th ai land . 
At the same t ime t hese camp s act as " s af e  haven s "  for the 
forces of the coal i t ion . As long as t h e  occupat i on of 
Kampuchea by Vietnamese forces cont inue the Thais and 
their a l l ies w ould not wan t in any way to reduce the 
pres sur e on t he Vietnamese before a po l i t i c al sett l ement 
of t he Kampuchean prob lem . So it wou ld be reasonab l e  t o  
as sume that even i f  t h e  Tha i s , for human i t ar i an reason s , 
may be wi l l ing t o  a l low mass repat r i at i on of Khmers f rom 
t h e  borde r , n at i on a l  secu r i t y  reasons and pressure f rom 
their a l l i e s  dict at e against such a course . 

Separat ion of civi l i an and mi l i t ary camps 

2 8 . Th i s  quest ion was f irst dealt with mu ch ear l ier , dur i ng 
June and Ju ly 1980 , when re l i ef operat ions along the Thai / 
Kampuchean bo rder were under the j oint m i s s i on of UN I CEF/ I CRC . 
The separat i on was sought by t he j oint mi s s i on mainly for 
the f o l lowing pu rposes : 

a )  Prov i s ion of food shou ld not go direct ly t o  
f ight ing forces , in par t i cu l ar t hose belonging 
t o  the Khmer Rouge group ; 

b )  To en sure secur ity for personnel of int ernat i onal 
agencies and NGO wo rkers who de l ive r  r e l i ef to 
camps . 

29 . Desp i t e  ef f ort s made by t he j o int m i s s i on , a c le ar-cut 
· . arrangement was not arr ived at , and in t h e  sub sequent years , 

part i cu l ar ly du ring 1 9 8 3  and 1 9 84 , t he s i tuat ion has 
markedly de t er i orated . I t  i s  perhaps due t o . t he emp i r i c a l  
t e ndency that t h o s e  camps wh i ch are c iv i l i an /m i l i t ary mi xed 
have been more l i ke ly to draw f ir e , caus ing great dif f i cu lt ies 

j and 
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and grave dangers t o  civi l i ans in t h e  c amps , that CGDK 
has indicated e ar l ier t h i s  year i t s  agreement , in princip l e , 
t h at mi l i t ary c amps should be separat ed . 

30 . Th i s  t ime , ef f or t s  mi ght be made more c l early f r om 
the human i t ar i an v i ewpo int t hat arrangement s should be 
reached in order to spare c iv i l i ans f r om b e i n g  exposed 
t o  grave dangers . Such arr angements cou ld possibly be 
comb ined with avo idan ce of att ack s on civ i l i an t arge t s  in 
the inter i or of Kampuchea by CGDK re s i s t ance force s . 



Background 

Br ief for the Secretary-General 

New Caledonia 

New Caledonia, compr 1s1ng the main island wher e the capi tal Noumea is 
located, the island of Pines, the Loyalty I slands and other small islands, has 
a total land ar ea of 19, 103 squar e k ilometres . France annexed the Terr itory 
in 1853.  It is governed by a French High Commissioner, appoin ted by the 
Pres ident of France . 

The indigenous Kanak population today constitutes only 43 per cent of a 
to tal population of 145, 000 . Europeans, ma inly Fr ench settlers including 
functionaires, account for about 37  per cent and others, mainly Polynes ian and 
Indoch inese labourers, the rema ining 20 per cent . 

Europeans ar e lar gely concentrated in and around Noumea . They occupy the 
most developed agr icultural lands and dominate the Territory ' s  economic and 
political life . The Kanaks ar e in the lower echelon of the economy. 

The causes for the Terr itory' s poli tical cr isis 

The main problem in New Caledonia stems from the composi tion of i ts 
population . Whereas Kanaks which a fter 130 years of French r ule have become a 
minor ity of the total popula�ion want immediate independence, the European 
settlers and others wish to retain the l ink with France . 

The European domination of the Ter r itory ' s  political life increased 
s teadily s ince New Caledonia became a Fr ench possess ion in 1853 . until 1946, 
two separate administrations were in effect for Kanaks and Europeans and it 
was not until 1956 that the first Terr itor ial Assembly, in wh ich both groups 
wer e  r epresented, was es tablished . In 1958, New Caledon ia was des ignated an 
Overseas Territory of France allowing it to send representatives to the French 
National Assembly . However, political power in the Terr itory is still 
concentrated in the settlers who dominate the Terr itor ial Assembly. 

The political differences between the two main groups have been 
accentuated by economic dispar ities . Wh ile the Terr itory has a high level of 
per capita income ($6,462 ) ,  both main sectors of the economy - exploi tation of 
high-quality nickel and cattle ranch ing - are controlled by European 
settlers .  Agr iculture, the main occupation of the indigenous population, has 
declined as a result of the alienation of land by the Fr ench for mining and 
cattle-rais ing . 

Pressure for independence began to build up in the ear ly 1970s . In 
r esponse, France introduced var ious reforms, but these did not satisfy the 
Kanak population . The Statute of Autonomy adopted last July by the French 
Assembly to defuse tensions fa iled to please ei ther group. The Melanes ians 
objected to it because it delayed independence until 1989 at the ear liest . 
The electoral law it conta ined did not limit the franch ise to those wi th at 
least one parent born in New Caledonia . The European settlers, opposed to any 
move towards independence, accused France of betraying them and abandoning 
their interests . 
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As elect ions under the new statute appr oached ( November 1984 ) , tensions 
began to mount. On 24 September , the Na tional Kanak Socialist Liber at ion 
Front (FLNKS ) announced its decision to boycott the elections for the 
Ter r itor ial Assembly and to un ilaterally declare independence from France on 1 
December . The elect ions wer e held on 18 November in an atmos phere of 
confrontation and violence . The FLNKS d isrupted the voting in some ar eas by 
occupying polling stat ions , bur n ing town halls , setting up road blocks and 
k idnapping government officials . As a r esult of the boycott , the turn-out in 
the election was less than 50 per cent of the eligible vote rs and consisted 
mainly of Europeans . The an ti- independence party, Rassemblement pour la 
Caledonie dans la Republique (RPCR) , which r epresents the European settler s ,  
won 34 seats in the new 4 2-seat Assembly. Six seats went to a moder ate Kanak 
group and two to European r ight-wing par ties . 

Ser ious disturbances followed the elections despite the presence of 1 , 300 
pol icemen flown in from France to maintain order . In the face of the 
deter ior ating s i tuation , France announced on 24 November 1984 that it would 
hold negotiations with all the par ties concerned and indica ted that it would 
advance the date of the re fer endum on independence from 1989 to sometime 
be fore 1986 . The turnabout in the Gover nmen t ' s  posi tion was widely cr iticized 
by the European settlers and in France itself as ignor ing the w ill of the 
major ity in the Ter r itory. 

Notwi thstanding French over tu r es , a Kanak provis ional government was 
sworn in on 1 December , as a first s tep towards the future s tate of Kanak i .  
The FLNKS also called for the cancellation of the elect ion resul ts and an 
immediate referendum in wh ich only Kanaks could vote . On the other hand , the 
an ti-independentist RPCR proceeded to select a Presiden t and the cab inet 
member s for a new government.  

At th is cr itical point , President Mitterand appoin ted Mr . Edgar d P isani , 
a former Minister , as h is Special Envoy to negotiate with all sides on the 
issue of self-determination and to draft an independence plan acceptable to 
all groups with in two months . Mr .  Pisani arr ived in Noumea on 4 December 
amids t a tense situation . On 5 December , in a violen t clash between the Kanak 
mili tants and European settlers , nine Kanaks including two brothers of Mr .  
Jean-Mar ie Tj ibaou , the P res ident of FLNKS , were k illed . This was followed by 
other incidents and clashes in the Terr itory wh ich brought the death toll to 
11 by 1 8  December • 

Nonetheless , the FLNKS declar ed its will ingness to talk to Mr .  Pisani . 
Europeans although agr eeing to talk to him , have r emained obdur ate in the ir 
opposition to any independence plans . In a statemen t on 18 December the 
Pres ident of the Ter r itor ial Assembly , Senator Ukewie ,  said that he and other 
officials would use all av ailable means •to oppose the manoeuvr es " of the 
Fr ench Government which was plotting to impose independence . 

On 7 Januar y  198 5 ,  Mr . Pisani , announced h is plan which prov ided for a 
re fer endum in July 1985 in wh ich all elig ible voters with at least three 
year s '  residence would be asked choose between : independence in association 
with France or maintenance of the present status . 
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If the choice was independence, New Caledon ia would become an independent 
sovereign state on 1 January 1986, but would remain linked to France by a 
special treaty of association. Under the Treaty, France would have permanent 
r espons ib ility for defence and internal secur ity of the Terr itory. Land and 
the nickel mines would belong to the Melanes ian community but the French 
settlers could continue to lease them. Noumea, the capital, where the 
settlers ar e concentrated would be given a special status. The two 
communities would enter into a pact to be guaranteed by France to cover the 
r ights of individuals and companies who choose to stay in the Terr itory. 
Everyone in New Caledonia would have the option to acquire the citizensh ip of 
the new state or retain French citizensh ip, but no one would be forced to 
leave the country as a r esult of th is choice. The plan is repor tedly approved 
in outline by the French Government. 

The RPCR although i t  has rejected the independence plan has not opposed 
the refer endum. The French Gaull ist Oppos ition has said that it would also 
oppose the Pisani plan. The FLNKS had at first cons idered the plan favourably 
insofar as it recognized sover eignty for the Kanaks. But v iolence erupted 
once again when a young settler was killed in the outlying areas and r iots and 
disturbances broke out in Noumea. On 12 January two Kanak leaders including 
Mr .  Eloi Machoro, the Min is ter of Internal Secur ity in the provis ional 
government were k illed, in a clash with the pol ice. The Kanaks have accused 
the police of a pr emedi tated assass ination of their leaders. Extremis t 
elements among the settlers have also made death threats to other Kanak 
leaders. It was later r eported that the Pres ident of FLNKS, Mr .  Jean-Mar ie 
Tj ibaou, had rejected the plan and ins tead demanded immediate independence 
wi thout lin ks to France. 

A state of emergency has been in effect in New Caledonia since 12 January 
and France has sent 1, 000  more mil itary pol ice to reinforce the 2, 800 troops 
who arr ived there in November of last year, br inging the total of the secur ity 
for ces inthe Terr itory to over 6, 000 . A nightly cur few has been imposed in 
Noumea, br inging an uneasy calm to the situation. 

The death toll in the Terr itory has now reached 19 with vastly more who 
have been inj ur ed. Ther e has been lar ge-scale damage to property and 
bus inesses and tour ism has suffered badly. The two communities have vir tually 
turned into oppos ing armed camps with seemingly irreconcilable di fferences 
about the future of the Territory. 

As the s ituation has grown mor e intractible and the Pisani plan appears 
in ser ious jeopardy, President Mitterand of France took the bold poli tical 
step of announcing a visit to the Terr itory where he arr ives on Saturday. He 
has be fore h is depar ture ins is ted on giving the P isani plan a chance. 

But he is predicted to get a hostile reception. The Kanaks have termed 
h is visit as •meaningless " and reiterated their determination to have 
•sover eignty over Kanak i ". The settlers ar e equally determined to impr ess 
upon him that they are French and wish to remain Fr ench. 
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The situation in the Ter r itory r emains highly fluid and could take any 
turn . If an early political settlement is not reached , the possibil ity of a 
bloody civil str ife between the two communities cannot be pr ecluded. 

Views of regional countr ies 

As regards repercuss ions of the situation in New Caledonia on the region , 
the South Paci fic countr ies are concerned at the des tab iliz ing effects of the 
political c r is is in the Ter r itory on the res t  of the region. They have 
emphas ized the need for a peaceful and orderly trans i tion of the Terr itory to 
independence . The South Pacific Forum Summit held in August called on France 
to show a more for thcoming attitude . 

The Foreign Minis ter of Australia stated las t  November that h is country 
would not recogn ize any prov is ional independent Government in New Caledon ia 
which would compromise the joint effor ts of France and Australia to find a 
peaceful solut ion in the Terr itory .  He felt that the assis tance prov ided by 
France to the Ter r itory was indispensable and that no one in the region was 
economically capable of replacing France in New Caledonia . In general , 
Australia is prepared to give France the chance to wor k things out. 

The South Paci fic Forum had set up a f ive-member group (Fij i ,  New 
Zealand , Papua New Guinea , Samoa and Vanuatu ) las t August to hold discuss ions 
on th is issue with the Independence Front and the French author ities. Pr ime 
Minister Lange of New Zealand discussed New Caledon ia wi th Foreign Min is ter 
Cheysson in New york and v is i ted the Terr itory to meet the local Fr ench 
author ities and the leadersh ip of the two groups . 

Prior to the latest cr is is in the Terr itory wh ich erupted on 12 January , 
the P r ime Min isters of New Zealand , Papua New Guinea , Vanuatu and Western 
Samoa , who are members of the South Pacific Forum ' s  Group on New Caledonia , 
held a special meeting in Well ington on 18 December 1984 to rev iew 
developments in the Terr i tory . In their joint s tatement they said that 
although the SPF reserved the r ight to tak e  the problem to the Un ited Nations , 
France appeared to be moving fast enough not to warrant tak ing the issue to an 
outside Forum.  
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IN'l'mHA'l'IOifAL YOUTH YEAR - 198 5 

.B&c:kground 

The General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session ( in resolution 34/151 ot 17 

December 1979 ) desigD&ted 1985 as International Youth Year :  Participation , 

Develapment , Peace, an indication ot the serious intention or Government s to 

p;ive tull attention to the role ot young people in the world today and to their 

demands ot the world ot tomorrov. The world youth population (defined as persons 

aged 15 to 24 ) was 738 mill ion in 1975,  and by 2000 it is expected to mmber 

1 , 180 million. 

The General Assembly , in 1980 , dec:ided to establish a 24-member Advisory 

Committee tor the IYY : .u�eria , Chile ,  Costa Ric: a ,  Democratic: Yemen , Gemany 

( Federal Republic: ot) , Guatemala, Guinea , Indones ia , Ireland � Jamaica, Japan ,  

Lebanon, Mbroc:co,  Mozambique ,  Netherlands , Nigeria , NOrway , Poland , Romania , 

Rvanda , Sri Lanka, Union ot Soviet Socialist Republics , United States ot America 

and Venezuela. 

At its first session (A�ril 1981 ) the Advisory Committee adopted the 

Speci fic: Pro�amme ot Measures and Activities tor the Preparation and ObserT&nce 

ot International Youth Year ,  wbic:h was later ead.orsed by the General Aaseably 

{A/36/215,  Annex ) .  The Specific: Progra.ae vas des igned to be implemented before 

and during the IYY , vi th suggestions tor an appropriate tollov-up ; it establ ished 

ac:ti vi ties to be undertaken at aa tional. , regional and iJl'tc-national ln-els ; it 

encouraged the active participation o t  young peop�e themselves in &ll pa.. es 

and aspects ot the programae . 

There are several reaaons tor adopti� this approach : '!'i1e reali zat io n tbat 

meani:cgtU.l. action to c�e the situation ot youth requires long-term ca.i tment ; 

the understanding that activities at all levels are nec essary � to create general 

public awareness ot the situation ot youth - to enable appropriate co-ordi aation 

ot activities and to tocua efforts vhere they will involve the greatest aumber 

ot you.ng people;. and the desire to thoroughly refiect the three themes ot the 

Year . 

/ . . .  
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It vas ove!'Vhelaiz:agly reali zed that tor youth to have o�rtunities 

to partic ipate in the plazmina and preparation ot IYY, primary empbasis !lUSt 
be given to activities and programmes at the local and national l: evel s .  

Activities at the regioD&l and international levels should serve to support 

and encourage local and nat ional level activities . 

In order to co-ordinate activities at the national level , a major 

recomaendation ot the first session ot the Advisory Committee vas the establish­

ment by Government s ot utiocal co-ordinating c0111111i ttees tor the Year . '!b 

date , over 100 countries have taken measures to do this . Thi s not only ret'lects 

the great interest in the situation ot youth and in the IYY , but it also marks 

the first time various sectors have joined together at the national level to 

develop national action tor and vith youth. The utional co-ordinatins committees 

are expected to per form the tolloving ftmct ions : Investigate and create awareness 

at ·the national level ot the prolJlems and concerns ot young people ; deTelop 

national plana ot action based on the assesSDient ot the situation ot 70uth ; 

co-ordinate the activities ot various govermaental and non-�verm�ental orl&ni z.ationa ; 

and act as liaison internationally vith other groups and orsanizations . 

The Advisory CCIIIIIli ttee convened its second. session (JUDe 1982 ) in order to 

reviev prosress in the implementat ion ot the Specific Programme ot Meuurea md 

Activities , and to propose further guidelines tor action. The maJor act ivity 

approved by the second session ot the Committee was the convening durins l9d3 ot 

!!!! regional meetings dnoted to IYY. 'rhese meet ings reviewed the situatiOD 
ot youth in each region aDd. adopted regional. plans ot action tor youth . '!'hey 

also created greater public awareness ot youth issues and ot IYY , brought 

together representat ives tro. many Government s ,  United lations agenc ies &Dd bodies 

and aon-govermental organizations and in so doing gave tremendous impetus to 

the implementation ot programmes tor youth at bot h the regional and national 

level s .  Th e  very close vorking relat ionship betveen the regional commissions 

and the IYY secretariat , established within the Centre tor Social DeveloJaeat. am 

HUJIUUlitarian Attairs , and the growing interest ot Govert1111ents in IYY vere 

instrumental in the suceess o t  the regional meetings on IYY . 

/ . . .  



. . . 
- 3 -

The recently c�leted third session o t  the Ad.Tisory CoDIIlittee, held t'rCID 2 

to 11 April l98- , was concerned mainly with activity at the international level . 

Major issues ot discussion were the possibility ot holding a world conterence on 

jouth in 1985 under the auspices o t  the United. Nations , a global plan ot action 

tor youth, the strengthening ot channels ot cODIZIWlication between the United Nat ions 

and youth and youth organizations , and the tormulat ion ot �. declaration ot rights 

and respons ibilities tor youth. The Committee adopted tour resolut ions by consensus . 

The main points ot the resolutions are as tollovs : 

- Convening , within existing resourc es , ot a tourth session ot the 

Advisory Committee tor In in l 98 5  in order to recODIIlend guidelines 

tor further planning and suitable tollov-up on youth ; 

Devoting an appropriate number ot plenary meetings ot the General Aaseably 

to youth at its fortieth session , prOTided that it is consist ent vith 

the As sembly ' s  procedures and practic es tbat such meetin'JS can be 

designated as the Ull llorld Conference tor IYY ; 

RecCIDJilending that the regional CC'IIIIIlissions implement the .regional plaaa 

ot act ion on Internat ional Youth Year ; and 

Suggesting that the Ull system ass ist GovertDents in t he preparation 

ot international eTents sad regional and inter-regional eonterencea 

on specitic youth-related subj ects . 

During 1984 &nd 1985 , the aim ot the !YY secretariat is to encourage tbe 

implementat ion o t  the Specific Programme ot Measure s and Act ivities with parti­

cular emphasis placed at the national level . In order to achi eve success at 

the national level , the secretariat vill work closely with the national 

co-ordinating c011111i ttees and vi th national , regional and international youth 

organizations . 

/ . . .  
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Coaeludi.ng remarks 

The International Youth Year bas generat ed tremendous interest at the 

national level (lo6 aatiOD&l co-ordinating COJIIIIli ttees have been establ ished ) , 

regional level (there are nov five regional plans o t  act ion on youth vhich ar� 

being implemented )  and at the international level (resolut ions on youth are 

sponsored by over ninety countries in the General Assembly ) .  In &ddition9 

requests to the United Nat ions tor informat ion , technical guidanc e and support 

and advi sory services tor the preparation tor the Year have increased tremendously. 

Hundreds ot seminars and meetings are be-ing organi zed at all level s .  Speeial 

progruaes to celebrate the Year sueh as international film fest ivals , liUs ic 

competitions , cultural programmes , essay contest s .  photo exhibitions and stamp 

issuances are being planned at all levels . In addition , international conferences 

and festivals are scheduled tor 1985 b,y individual government s and non• 

govermental organi zations . 

In the next tventy months is e will arise relating in particul�- to the 

proposed declarat ion on the rights and responsib Uities ot yout h ;  the reu itz 

and desirability ot a vorld conterence ( these two issues were not apprOYed. by the 

AC!fisory COIIIIIll.ttee but og± Eet Hkcly be 'C'i'cd at the thirty-ninth sess ion 

ot the General Assembly ) ;  United Nations involvement in certain ·politic ally 

sensitive international conferences o�ized by individual government s .  lD 

addition , resolut ions ot a political nature ( such as youth and a-cartheid &ll4 

the human rights ot youth living in Arab oc:eupied territories ) are likely to 

be reintroduc ed and discussed during General Ass embly deliberat ions . 



Br ief ing on the Th i r tieth Sess ion of the Commiss ion on the S tatus of Women and 

the second Preparatory Meet i ng for the 1985 wo r ld" Confer ence to Rev iew 
and Appr a i se the Achi evements of the UN Decade for Women 

..... 

Backgr ound 

The stage for the UN Decade for Women wa s set in San Fr ans i sco in 19 4 5 .  

The pr eamble o f  the UN Char ter , adopted ther e ,  r eaff irms " the equal r ights of 

men and women• . S i nce tha t t ime , the Comm i ss ion on the S tatus of Women has 

played a cr i tical role in elabor ating internat ional s tandards for impr ov ing 

the status of women and elminating sex d i scr imina t ion. More recently , 

although concer ned with equal r ights , emphas is has also been g i ven to women ' s  

role in deve lopment includ i ng the ir economic and po l i t ical role . The 

Commiss ion mee ts every two years and has a membe r ship of 32 state s .  

To draw internat ional attention to the s truggle f o r  women ' s  full 

integration in soc iety , 1 9 7 5  was des igna ted by the Gene ral Assembly as 

Interna t ional Women ' s  Year mar ked by a global conference held in Mex ico C i t y .  

A t  tha t Confer ence i t  was proposed to designate l 9 7 5-l985 a s  the UN Decade for 

Women : Equal i ty Deve lopment and Peac� . 

A mid-Decade UN conf e r ence was held in Copenhag en in 1 9 80 focussed on a 

plan of ac t ion fea tur ing obj ec t ives and measur es in the spec i f ic ar eas of 

health , educat ion and employme n t .  The Mexico C i ty confer ence helped to ra ise 

the consc iousness of women everywhere to the e fforts be ing made 

internationally and n�t ionally to ach ieve gr eater equal i ty and open up 

opportunities to wome n to par t ic ipate fully in all aspec ts of deve lopmen t .  A t  

Cope nhag en the common concerns o f  women - Eas t ,  Wes t ,  No r th and South - bec ame 

more ev ident . For the end of the Decade Confer ence to be he ld at Na i ro01 from 

1 5- 2 6  July 1985 , the focus will be on the obs tacles encountered in a t t a 1 ning 
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the goals and ob j ec tives of the Decade w i th a v iew to future ac t ion up to the 

year 2000 . 

I t  is expected that new impetus will be g iven to women in developme nt issues 

al though balanced attent ion w i ll also be g iven to the themes of peace and 

equal i ty .  

The Commi ss ion on the S tatus of Women has been des ignated by the General 

• 

Assembly to serve as the prepa r atory body for the 1985 Confer ence and the 

Br anch for the Advancement of Women of the CSDHA/DIESA to act as the 

Confer ence Secretar iat with Mrs . Le t ic ia Shahani serv ing as Secre tary-Gener a l .  

The f ir st sess ion of the preparatory body held in February 1 9 8 3  tooK 

dec i s ions on r eg ional and other pre-confer ence act iv i t ie s  and on the agenda 

for the Conference . The ma in i tems of the aga��a w i ll �: 

Cr i t ical review and app r a isal of prog r e ss achieved and obstacles 

encountered in atta i n i ng the goals and obj ec t i ve s  of the Un i ted Nat 1ons 

Decade for Wome n :  Equality ,  Deve lopme nt and Peace , and the s ue - tne .. s :  

Employment , Heal th and Educ a t ion J bea r i ng i n  mind the g u idel ine• la 1d 

down at the world Conference of the Internat ional Wome n ' s  Year , ne ld at 

Mexico C i ty ,  and the wor ld Conf er ence of the Uni ted Nat ions Decade for 

Wome n :  Equa l i ty ,  Development and Peac e ,  held at Copenhage n :  

( a ) Pr�Jres s  achieved and obstacles encounte r ed at national , r .q 1ona l 

and in terna t ional levels to attain the godl and ob j ec t ive of equa l 1 ty ;  
-

( b ) Progr e ss achieved and obs tacles encounte r ed at na tional , r eq 1onal 

and internat ional levels to attain the goal and ob ject ive of deve lopaen t ,  
.,. 

and 

( c ) Progress achieved and obstacles encounter ed at na tional , r eq 1onal 

and interna t ional levels to attain tbe goal and ob j ec t ive of peace . 
-
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.- Forward-looking strat eg ies of implementat ion for the advancement of women 

for the per i od up to the year 2000 , and concrete measures to overcome 

obstacles to the achi evement of the goals and ob j ec t i ves of the Uni ted 

Nations Decade for Wome n :  Equa li ty ,  Deve lopmen t  and Peace , and the 

sub-themes : 

Employment , Health and Educ a t i on ,  bear ing in mi nd the Internat ional 

Development S tr� tegy for the Uni ted Na t ions Th ird Development Decade and 

the establi shment of a New International Economic Order : 

( a) S tr ateg ies and mea sures at the na t ional , r eg ional and internat ional 

levels to ach ieve the goal of equa l i ty J  

( b ) S t rateg ies and measures at the nat iona l ,  r eg ional and interna t ional 

levels to achi eve the goa l of d�� � lopment , and 

( c) S tra teg ies and meas ures at the national , reg ional and interna t ional 

le vels to ach i eve the goal of peace . 

Preparatory ac t l v i t ies for the Conference include : 

Tokyo 

Arusha 

Baghdad 

2 6-30 Marco 1984 

3- 7 Sept 1984 

not dec ided yet 

As ian Reg ional Pr epar atory Mee t i ng 

Af r ican Reg ional Preparatory Mee t ing 

We stern Aa ia P r epar atory Mee t ing 

Latin Amer ican Prepa ratory Meet ing 

Reg ional S•minar on the economi c  role 

of women in the ECE reg ion 

Inter- reg ional seminar on the 

s ituat ion of women in rural areas 

To be dec ided 

Vienna lS- 19 Oc tober 1984 

Vienna 1 7- 18 Sep t  1 9 8 4  

In add i t ion , semina r s  on forward-looking strateg i es for the advancement 

of women are 

Commiss ions . 

be ing organ i zed by the S ec r etar iat and the Reg ional 
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Interagency co-ope rat ion is cruc i al to the pr epar a t ions for the 

conf e r ence espec ially in the pr eparation of bas i c  documentation in v1 ew of the 

scope of topics dealt w i th dur ing the Decad e .  A second interagency mee t ing 

was held in Vienna on 8-9 March 1984 to d i scuss pr ogress in prepar ing agency 

inputs to the bas ic confer ence documentation. 

Preparatory Body for the 1985 Confe r ence 
Second Sess ion 

The second sess ion of the CSW ac t ing as Pr epa r a tory Body was held in 

February-March 19 8 4 .  Recommenda tions were made on the documentat ion to be 

submi t ted to the wor ld Confer ence , inc lud ing a repor t on women and ch ildren 

living under the rac i s t  minor i ty reg imes of souther n Afr ica and one on women 

and children liv ing in the ���p ied Ar ab ter r � tor ies and other occupied 

terr i tor ies. Recommenda tions were also made on the organiza t ional aspects of 

the Conf erence . I t  was dec ided to have a plenary and two committees aee ting 

s imutaneously . 

The Economic and Soc ial Counc i l ,  at its f i r s t  reg ular sess ion , l 9 a 4  

adopted the r ecommenda tions of the second prepara tory meeting . The t 1 n•nc ial 

imp l icat ions for the Conf er ence i tself will be r ev iewed by the Gene r • l  

Assembly ( F i f th Comai ttee) . at \ t s  next sess ion . The Preparatory Body ' s  repor t 

is contai ned in A/CONF . ll6/PC/l9. 

Commission on the S tatus of Wome n - Th i r t i e th Sess ion 

At i ts regular th i r t i eth s�ss ion the Commiss ion on the S tatus o t  �men 

discussed and made r ecommendations on a number of on-going concerns � nc luding 

the Convent ion on the Elimination of All Forms of Discr iminat ion Aq• 1 nat 

Women ,  the s i tuat ion of women and children liv ing under rac i s t  m1noc 1 ty 
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reg imes and in the occupied Arab ter r i tor ies and other occupied ter r i tor ies ' 

communications on the status of wome n �  equal oppor tun i ty for wome n employed in 

the UN system � elderly women ' violence in the fami ly ,  young wome n ,  and 

physical violence aga i ns t  detained women spec i f ic to the i r  sex . The 

Commiss ion adopted an agenda for i ts thi r ty- f i r s t sess ion that g rouped cur rent 

issues broadly under the thr ee themes of the Decade 7 Equal i ty ,  Development 

and Peace . I t  also includes a general item on the results of the 1 9 8 5  wor ld 

Conf er ence and· one on communicat ions on the sta tus of wome n .  

The Economic and Soc ial Counc il a t  i ts f i rst r eg ular sess ion , 1 9 8 4 , 

adopted the eleven r esolutions and one dec is ion of the Commiss ion w i th  only 

two minor revis ions . The Commiss ion ' s  r epor t is contained in B/ 1984/15 . 
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U N I T E D  N A T I O NS CH I L D R E N ' S  F U N D  FONDS DES NATIONS UNI ES POUR L' ENFAHCE 

UNITED NATIONS, NEW YORK, N.Y. 1 00 1 7  
CABLE ADDRESS: UNICEF - TELEPHONE: (212) 754-1234 

Dea r Mr. Se creta ry Genera 1, 

Your f orthc oming tr avel 

18 January 19 85 

The potential f or the Child Survival Re volution has been the topic of 
serious discussion with a number of top official s ,  including Heads o f  State of 
a number of the countries on your forthc oming travel schedule. It would be 
mos t he lpfu l  i f  you coul d include i t  a s  a n  item for discus sio n  wi th those top 
officials , stre ssing the importance of this UN-led e ffort which is already 
savi ng th e live s of many hun dreds of thousand s of chil dre n every year an d 
which could be s aving the lives of mi llions annua lly within a f ew years. 

I enclose a copy o f  the State of the Worl d ' s  Children Report 198 5  whi ch 
was re leased on 19 De cember ( with, once a gain, your public endorsement) and 
commen d for you r readi ng page s 1, 3, 5 and 7 whi ch summari z e  the present status 
of this e ffort s i nce its launch in December 19 82. It includes your own 
commen t in December 19 8 3  and a very brie f summary of the large scale pro granme 
in Indonesia. Al so, your public re ference to the progress of these simple 
pro gramme s to improve the pro spect s for child health an d surviva l would be 
most useful in your meetings with the pre ss in Indonesia, Australia and New 
Zealand . 

In donesia 
La st September I had a good discuss ion with Pre sident Soeharto reviewing 

pro gres s on the chil dre n fron t and urge d that he give chil d  survival 
pro grammes the same personal leadership that he provided the agri cultural 
" Gree n Revolution" an d the promot io n o f  fami ly planni ng with such succes s in 
re cent years. I enclose a c opy of my f ollow-up letter to him. The Indonesian 
Forei gn Minist er spok e ou t a t  the UNGA las t fal l i n  support of the Chi ld 
Survival Re volution concept and the Ministry of Health has been stepping up 
its pro gramme s particularly thos e with growth monitoring , ora l  rehydration 
therapy and immunization. However, Pre sident Soeharto has not yet fully 
engage d himsel f i n  providi ng leadership for the se pro gramme s whi ch could be 
s aving within a f ew years the lives of at least 300 ,000 of the more than 
€00 ,000 smal l chil dre n who di e each yea r. 

Mr .  Ja vier Pere z de Cuellar 
Secreta ry- General 
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Indonesia ha s bee n a pioneer i n  promoting growth monitoring and oral 
rehy dr ation therapy and pre sidential leadership i s  most urgently needed to 
a dvocate universa l immunization for chi ldre n by 199 0 .  The latter i s  a goa l in 
the new In donesian Five Year Plan ( and it the goal set by UNGA in 1980 and 

reaff irmed last fal l )  but cannot be a chieve d without more presidential 
leadership. 

Aus trali a 
The Foreign Minister and the Deputy Prime Minister both publicly endorsed 

the importanc e of support for the Cllil d Surviva l Revolutio n in December . 
Pl ease thank them f or their support . 

Also noteworthy i s  the f act that Australia is providing substantial help 
for the African Emergency an d on a per c apita basi s ,  i s  now the second largest 
provider of emergency ass istance. 

A Deputy Director of the Australian Development As sistance Bureau, Richard 
Manning , i s  the Cha irma n of UNICEF ' s Executive Board. The Aus tralian 
Committee for UNICEF does good work a nd provided UNICEF with approximately $1 
million las t yea r. 

Also of note i s  that Australia i s  providing f inancial assistance f or 
UNICEF noted project s in Kampuchea and Vietnam . 

New Ze aland 
New Ze aland a l so has been a n  a ctive supporter of UNICEF and I enclose a 

copy of Prime Minister lange ' s  statemen t i n  support of the State of the 
World ' s  Chi ldren Report . 

Yours sincerely , 

<t. Grant 
Executive Director 
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UNITED NATIONS ClDLDREN'S FUND - FONDS DES NATIONS UNIES POUR L'ENFANCE 
O F FICE OF THE REPRESENTAT I V E  TO I N DONESIA 

1 4, JL. M.H. THAM R I N ,  P.O. Sox No. 202/JKT · JAKARTA 

19 August !.98L 

Your Excellency , 

As I leave I n donesia toda y  in the after:::n ath of your 
·::elebration of the 39th Anni versary of the i nde pendence 
of I n donesia . a n d  after observing many villages �n 
Yogyakarta a n d  Central J a va· . l am struck by �he gre at 
anci ev1dent progress of the people under your iea ciers hip . 

I wou l d like to t h ank you for ·the opportunity 10 

h ave met with vou a n d  for our discus sion on the means 
at han d.. to a ccelerate the survival and develo"Dment of 
;:he Chil dren of .I n donesia . As vou have : stated , I n donesia I s  
children are its future , and yo�r commitment to the development 
of this precious resource has been a con st ant objective 
throug hout the P elita plans . -� 

Your i ntense personal commitment , stron g lea ders hip 
· an d public en dorsement of I n donesia 1 s " g reen revoiution " · 

a n d  of the Family Plan ning P rogramm e ,  are recognized 
worldwide a s  a critical factor in i n donesia ' s  im"Dressive · 

success in these sectors . 1 am convinced t h a t  l n cionesia 
is on the brink of yet another b reakthrou g h  - that of 
dramatica lly · reducing infant · and child mortality , with 
all the economic a n d  social benefits that .would a ccrue . 
l am a l so con vinced th at your p ersonal a n d  pub lic endorsement 
and support of this goal would greatly accelerate the process , 
as it h a s  in Indonesia ' s  effort s to contain pop ul ation g rowth 
and to increase agricultural production.-: 

His E xcellency 
General Soeharto 
P resident of the Republic of I n donesia 
J a k a r t a  

' 

. . . . .  /2 
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Your Rene lita [ V  calls for a reduction in i n donesia ' s  
lnfa n r  Uiortality Rate from 90 per thous and births to 70 
oer rhousand births . This would be an imnres sive 'irnnrovement 
bv historical stan dards . I shou ld acid ho,.;ever , that - I 
a� convinced from vt h at I have seen an d heard on this 
visit th at if vou cou l d  now de vote . the s ar.te lea dership 
LO promoting �hild surviva l ,  with particular attention to 
oral rehydra tion therapy for diarrhoea-cau sed dehy dration , 
and to imm unization ag ainst six major dis eases ( which 
wgether account for approxim ately h a lf of the infant and 
small ch ild deaths in In donesia ) ,  I n done sia wou l d  have 
a good p rospect for reducing its infant mort a lity to 50 
or less in R epelita [V . This accomplish:r.1ent would not 
oniy bring i n donesia ' s  infant r:Jort:a lity to a rate ach ieved 
by the United - Sates on ly in 1 9l0 , _but , on the o a s i s  of 
experience in I n donesia and e lsewhere , wou ld a lso acce lerate 
the reduction of Indonesia ' s  birth . rate . Thus Yogyak arta 
i.n 1980 - with the lowest I nfant Mort a lity Rate in the country , · 
also had the lowest crude birth rate. If · all of Indonesia ­
had comparable crude . death rates and birth rates , the · 
n ational population growth wou!d have been reduced by · 
more than 1 ,  000 ·, 000 . that year .- . 

I recognize , Your Excellency , .  th a t  the most . .  ·p recl.ous 
resource ·of a · nation is the time of i.ts lea dership , which · 

m u st be a llocated ·sparingly to its most important problems .  
Bowever , I would be,. remis s i.n my own r-esponsibility a s  · 

the Executive Director of the world ' s  a g ency to promote 
:·he health a n d  deve lopment of chill dren if_ ·  I did not share 
with you this j u dgement that Indonesia h a s  alre ady m a de 
so r.tuch progre s s  under your leadership ; th at a truly ;_ 
impre ssive bre akthrough in the health o� your chil dren 
is now pos s i b le if you ·co!.lld provide still more lea dership 
to capitalizing on this opportunity . 

/ 
Your Exce llency , I can ass ure you that if I n donesia 

were to m ake such an all-out effort on immunization and 
oral rehydration , UNICEF cou ld t ake ·respon sibility for 
mobilizing the additional foreign exchange resources required 
for purchase of vaccine an d oral rehvdration s a lts . 

. . . . . 13 
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FONDS DES NATION S UN IES POUR L'ENFANCE 

i n  c losin g l •·1ould li ke IO a s s ure you of my person a l 
:; up porr , and th at of the UI'I I CEF -;{epresentative to i n donesia . 
M r .  Daniel J .  3rook s , in re aching your oo jectives for the 
well�being of I ndo n e s i a ' s  chi ldren· . 

i take th is op portunity ro convey ro Your Excellency � 
the assurances of �y highe s r  con s 1 derat ion . 

cc H . E .  dr . Suwardjono Surj aningz;at 
�.iini ster of He alth of the Republic of I n donesia 

· -;,  

,/ 



:·:r P I gn a -tie ff 
:.:t;rcEF Re?re ser.t.:t.i· .. re 
.; �  !·!.arket S t ree t ·  
Sydney 
::sK 2 0 0 0  

• :..usTRA.LIA 

Dear Mr I gn a tieff 

c c : The P e rrnan e !"l t  Re?re ss.:: -ta tive 
t'Et·: YORK 

Please pa s s  text t c  L-:; I CEF 
Ex ecutive D i rector , Ja�e s 
Gran t • 

I t  g i ve s  rr.e gre at pleasure to persc:1ally endor se and 
sup?ort the ach ievemen t s  and strateg i e s  deta i l e d in ��ICE.? ' s  
1 9 8 5  S tate of the World ' s  Children Report . 

� ;.. s a parent of three heal thy ycunc;"ster � , I f i ::--.:1 i t  app3 l l ir..g 
that 4 0 , 0 0 0  young ch i l dren C.:ie throughout · the developi;�c; 
world each day . I would , the refore , urge the interna � ic� al 
c orr.:nuni ty inclucing leader � o f  c;overnrr.ar.ts , na tiona l ar�c t 

l oc a l  organ isa tions involved i n  mother a�d chi ld heait� c ;=e , 
to commit themse lve s to fos te r ing tmiC.t:.? ' s  "ch ild survi va l 
a.nd devel opment revo lution .. . 'r!"le s tra tegie s o f  this 
revolu tion inc luding oral rehydration troerapy , moni tor ing of 
child growth , ffias s immunisat ion campai�ns an c ·  the promotion 
o f  brea st -feed i.-:g are h ighly ef!ec tive , low-c o s t  ::le thocs 
capable of achie•.•ing drama tic re su lts in children's \-<"e lfare . 

I shou ld l ike tc con gratulate �' I�.t:F on i t s  a c hievemen ts ir. 
child protection and the ef fectivene s s  c£ i ts progr�cr.� s ,  
e specially in drough t-stricken rifric a Y:here u:-a CEF is 
•·•ork ing s tr enuou s ly to brea�: the vic iou s cyc l e  of pove =ty and 
d ise a s e .  The l:et.: Z e a land Governnent ha s ·c on s i s tent ly 
supported UNICEF ' s programme s .  rie shal l continue to C.o £ 0  

·"·ithin the con tex t o f  a posi tive , c onsicerat e  relaticn ship . 
I t  is my hope that 1 9 8 5  Hi l l  s e :  us bet t e r  p laced to a s s is t 
�ate r i a l ly UNICE� ' s  ac tivi t ie s . 

;:.. s a Chri s t i an , I look f or,,:ard to spena;:.ng Chris trr..a s \·:.: t:-. .:y 
! arni ly and re f le c ting on the r..e ar.ing anci significance: c i  a 
s -:Jiritual tradition shared bY Ir.anv N et·: Z e ala nder s . The ir 
though t s , l ike �ine , I arn s u�e· will turn to the plight of 
-:.hose young sters born into a l i fe of hun ger , po\per-cy an :: 

/ci. s ea s e .  
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d i s e a se . ::c =-:.·.::1ate :! y , \Jl;r c.=:F ' s  :;::>= os=a:mz:-.e : hole out a 

deqra e c f  t o;e �cr this ta rget s=o up . I an �tank !ul fc = 
u� :CEF ' s  e�!s-:.e�ce and : la�� ! ts mandate . 

I �"la re f or: ?e = s c::.a l ly c c:nrr • .:nd u::rCEF I £  1 9 S 5  r.e :;::>ort to �.:!E: 

a�te:1 tio:-. o! a 2. :  gove rn:::.e n t s , organisa t ior� s , s=oups anc 
incividu a l s �:, -..··� l ved in the :::ro tec ticn anc pronation of 
chil d hea l �� c � = e . 

Your s s inc e r e : �· 

(Sgd) DAV I D  LAN G E  

Davi d  Lange 

- · ·  - �·- · --·-- · ·---
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these cha l l enges w i l l  be ef fec tive l y  addressed at  the for thcoming Un i ted Nat ions 
world  con ference on women in Na i robi  1 985. 

One of the most important and concrete achievements of  the Uni ted 
Nat ions Deca'de for Women was tHe adopt ion o f  the Convent ion on t he 
El iminat ion o f  A l l  Forms o f  D is�riminat ion against Wo�en in 1 979. The 
Indonesian Government rat i f ied this  Conven t ion not on l y  because i t s  t enets are 
in ful l accord w i th the r ights a l ready guaran teed to women by our Const i tut ion 
but a lso bec�use it wou l d  r¥in force the effec t iveness of  those r ights universal ly.  

On re fugees,  the considerabl e  response o f  the internat iona l 
commun i ty was once again demons trated in the recen t l y  held Second 
Internat ional Con ference on Assistance to Refugee!l i n -Afr'ica in -Geneva. As i n  
Asia,  whi l e  pert inent assis tance has been forthcoming, the cont inued support o f  
the interna t i ona l communi ty is poramount .  

r:· Another area o f  deep concern to Indonesia is that an respect to 
. chi ldren - a mos t vul nerab l e  sector - in which m i l l ions of l i ves have been 

threatened by the global economic downturn. Ul:;!I C EF's s t rategy for "child 
survival and develoPment" s tands as a beacon of hope for further reducing 
morta l i ty among · i n fants and young chi ldren. The recen t supportive pub l ic 
statements from world  l eaders i nc l ud ing the Secretary-General are important 
factors i n  creat i ng a c l imate conducive to making substan t i a l  progress i n  chi ld 
hea l th throughout the worl d .  The opportun i ty t o  acce l erate ch i l d surviva l  and 
deve lopment shou l d  no t be a l lowed to pass, even i n  these di f f icu l t  t imes. 
Indonesia,  i n  coopera t ion w i th U N I CEF, has ach i eved importan t  breakthroughs. 
Consequen t l y, in fan t morta l i ty ra tes have been sign i f ican t l y  reduced i n  �ndonesia.  

Mr.  Pres iden t ,  

Las t January my Government had t h e  honour to host the Con ference 
of the Ministers of I n forma t ion of Non-A l i gned Coun t r i es ,  which underscored the 
importance that Indonesi a  and a l l  Non-A l igned Coun t r i es at tach to the often 
repeated goa l of a 'leY£.. i n terna t ional i n forma t ion and communication or�r. 
Indeed , the Non-Al igned countries p ioneered the in i t i a t ive o f  the new order, as 
we have long been the victims of the unba lanced f low of in format ion and 
commun icat ion. W i th regard to the Uni ted Na t ions , the Dec larat ion of the 
Jakarta Con ference p l edged the ful l coo pera t i on of the Non-A l igned Count ries 
w i th e f forts by the Uni ted Nat i ons to provide techn ical assis tance to the 
deve lop ing countries, study the rel evant pol ic i es and act i v i t i es of  the Uni ted 
Nat ions and promote the rap i d  deve lopment of the new order. Indones ia remai ns 
convi nced tha t the sp i r i t of coopera tion and the wi l l  to reach consensus , whi ch 
have gradual ly increased over the pas t years, wi l l  hasten the adven t of the new 
internat iona l in format ion and communi cat ion order. 

Mr. Pres i den t ,  

As we approach the ha l f-way mark of  the decade of  the eigh t i es ,  
manki nd's vision of  an in terna tional  order of  greater securi t y  and stabi l i ty,  of  
larger prosper i ty and j ust ice, appears as distant as eve r .  



� . 

It is not for the ·secretary-General or for his 

spokesmen to comment on the po s i t ion taken by a State 

p arty to a contentious proceeding be fore the 

In ternational Court of Jus t ice . 

L-I f asked if th is ·is without precedent the 

spokesmen should reply that thi s  is not the c a s e  and 

he should re fer to the s imi l ar atti tude taken by 

France in the Nuclear Tes t  Cases with Aus tra l i a  and 

New Zeal and and by I ce l and in the F i sheries Jurisdiction 

cases w i th the Federal Repub l i c  o f  Germany and the 

Uni ted Kingdom and by I ran in the hos tage s case 

wi th the Un ited S tates�7 
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. · 'O S W I 'l'ED!AW AI. n o �  - '!'Ei P! O C EID I N � S  · -I N I T I AT!:D 
- !! N I CA!AG 'OA I �  ! ! E I � r!R N A TI ON1L C OUl! 0 7  JUS T I C I  . 

! !! O N ! T ED  S T ATES !AS C ON S I S !I� T L! · T 1I!N T !E  P O S I T I O N T RAT 
TEl P RO C EE D I NGS I � I ! I A TID !T N I C A!A,U 1 I N  T ! l  
I NTl! N AT I O N AL C OUIT 0 1  JUS T I C I  A ll � � IS OS J 0 7  TRI C O OIT 
101 POL I T I C AL  PUR POS ES AN D T !AT TRI C OURT LA CI S . 
J URI S DI C T I O N  A ND C O �P i T EN C !  OVI! S OC ! A C AS I .  T!i C O O!! # S  
DiCI S I ON O l  N O V IM!l! 2 6 ,  1 984 , f i ND I NG THAT I T  BAS 
J URI S DI C T I ON , I S  CO N T! A!T TO tAW !N.D !! C T . W I T! G R!AT 

r ! IL U C T !H CI , T BE UN I T ED S TA T ES !AS DIC ID!D -�T T O  

... -
P !!! I C I P A! I  I N  PU! T!ER P!O C I E D I�GS I N  T! I S  C A S I . 

OS P O LI CY I N C IN T IA L  AMI! I CA 

ON I !ID S !A!IS POLI CY I N  C ! N T1AL AMIR I CA !AS !li N  TO 
P ! OM O TE DI M O C ! A C! , R EFORM , A�D l!! IDO � ;  TO S OPPO!T 
IC O N O MI C  D IT I LO P M IN T ;  !0 !JLP P!OV I D !  A S IC UK I TT  S ! I !LD 

. AGAI N S T TB O S I  - t i iJ: ,. I CARJ.GU.l, C U!A , .lND T !! OS ! !  - WIO 
S I!! TO S PIIAD TYRAN NY !Y FOR CJ ;  AND TO S OP P O IT D I AL OG U! 
AN D N IGO T I AT I O N  ! O TR W I T!I N A N D  AMO N G  T !l CO ONTI I I S 07 T!l 

. R IG I ON .  I N  P I OT I � I N G  A S ! C Ui i T! S ! I I LD , WI B! TI A CT ID I N  
Til I II! C I S I O l  T E i I N !iR I N T  ! I G!T 0 7  COLLI C T I V I  
S EL7-DI� S I ,  ENS HR I N ED I N  T!l ON i riD  NAT I O N S  C Rl ! TIJ AND 
TIE I I O  !llAT! . W E  BJ. Vl DO N E . S O  IN Dlli N S I  OJ T!l T I TJl 

\.. N A T I O N AL S I C U! I t!  .I N 'l'i! I S TS 0 7  T'!l O N I T ID S T1 T J! S  A N D I N  
S UPP ORT O J  Til P!! Ci A N D  S ! CU R I TT O J  T R! !IM I S P HJI ! .  

N I CA!AGU A ' S  J: llO! T S  TO POI TR A! T!l CO N TL I C T I �  CIN T! !L 
AM!! I C A AS A ! I LA TI R A L  I S S UE !ITYIEN I T S I L! AND ! ! I  U N I T ED 
S T A T I S  C AN N OT R ID E  T B ! O!V I OO S  f A CT T SAT T!t S C O P I  Ol TEl 
P10BtiM I S  lA! !!O!DI! . I N  !!l S I C t1i i TT D I M IN S I O N , I T  
1 N VO L T ES � W I DE ! A N G i  OF I S S UIS : N I C J.!J. G UA ' S  ! OG I  B U I LDUP 
or S OT I I T 11MS 1ND CU! A N  A DV I S IJ S , ItS C! O S S -JO R D I !  
A TTA C I S  1N D P R O MO T I O N  Ol I N S U!� E N C T  W I T ! I N  l!I I OOS N 1 T I CNS 
Ol Til ! IG I O N , ! N D  T!l A C T I V I T I !S 01 I ND I G!N O OS O P PO S I T I ON 
G R O UP S  W IT H I N  N I C A!AGU1 . I T  tS 1LSO C tl1 ! T !A T 1 N T  ITFORT 

, _  !0 S T O P  !B I 1 I G.BT I N G  I N  !BE !!'i i C N WOULD i! 7P. v i Tt ES S  
O NLIS S I T  WEll Pl!T or ! C OM P RI!i N S I V E  A P P R O A C B  TO 
POLl TI C.li. S IT!LiMINT , R tG I O N A L  S I CO! I ·ry , tC O N O M  I C R! 10!� 
AND D ITILO P MrNT ,  AND T B! S PRIAD Cl D EMOC!A CT .lN D �M AN 
I I G!T S . 

TIE lOLl O J  Til I N T I! N A T I O N !L  C OU!T 01 JUSTI CJ 

TIJ CON J L I CT I N  C IN T1At AMI!I CA , T!l1El0! 1 ,  I S  NOT 1 
-- N AU OV LIC AL ·D I S P UTE ;  I T  I S  A N  I N! D I N T L T  POL I T I C A L 

P!O!LIM TBlT I S  N O T  AP P ! O P ! I A T! 101 J'JD I C I.lL ! I SO.:. J� ! O � • 
. T!l C ON f LI C T  W I LL I! S OLVID O N LY !Y PO L I T I C AL A � �  

- D l PL OM�T l C  Mll N S  -- N O T  T!! OOC ! A JUD I C I AL T R I ! � 1l . T!! 
. I N TII N A! I O N !L  COUI! 07 JUS T I C E  Y AS N I V IR I N TIN D ED  TO 

" IJSOtT I lS SUJS Of C OLLI CTI T I  S I CUI I!t A N D  S !L I- D! f �� S I  AN » 
r� . I S  l .l!'P !LY trNS U I !ID J01 S UCI 1 IO U .  ON L I II DOP1 I S T I C  

C O UIT S , fBI W O I LD C OUIT !15 J UI I SD I CT I OH ON t t  T O  ! II 
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!ITIN T TiA T  N A T I O N -S TA TES KAT! CON S tNTr» TO IT . �!IN T!J 
UN I T ED S !! T!S ! C C IPTID T!l CO OI T ' S  C O MP�tS O! Y  JUI I SD I C! I ON 
I K 1 9,e , I T  C i!TA I N L! N IVI! C ON CI I V!D o r  S O C !  A !O LI 10 1 
T!l COOl ! I N  s oc B  CON T! O VE! S I IS . N I C AI!GU! ' S  S �I !  !GAI N S !  
T!l O N I TID STATtS -- � B I CB I N C LUDIS A N  '!S U! D  D IM A N D  fO I 
!UN D! IDS 0 1  M I LL I O N S  0 7  DO LL�IS I N  !EP1!�T I O N S  -- I S 1 
!LAT! N T M I SUS I or T!l C OURT 101 PO t i T I C!L AN D P IO P lG !NDA 
PnPO SIS . 

AS O N ! . O J  THl lO! IMOS ! S UP POITIIS 01 Til I N !IIN !T I ON �  
C OURT 01 J US T I C I , T£1 UN I T ED S TA!IS I S  O N I  0 1  ONlY �· 01 
1 59 MEM!I! ST ATtS O J  T BI U N I T ED  N!! I O N S TIAT B!VE ! C C IP TID 
THE C O UR T ' S  C O MPUtS O!! J UR I S D I C T I O N  1 !  ! tt .  FU! TE IBMO!I , 
T RJ: VAST MAJOR ITY O l  T BES I 4:" S T AT ES B!VJ !TT! C !lD T O  
THEI R AC CE PTA N C I  !ES E R V !T I ON S  !BA! S O !S T A N T I !Lt! L I � I !  I tS 
S C OP E .  Al O N G  � I T B  T!I UN I TED I I N GDOM , T !l UN I T ED  S T AT ES 
I S  O NE 01 ONlY TWO PE! MAN E N T MEMBER S 01 T!J UN SI C O! I T! 
C O UN C I L T!AT B!VE ! C C IP!ED T!!! JU R I SD I C T I O N . AN D O F  T RI 
1 5 J UDG E S  N OV CLA l �I N G  TO S I T  I N  J ODGMINT O N  T!l ' � I T !D 
S TATES I N  T! I S  CA S ! ,  l l  !P. I !R O M  C OONT! I IS T!AT DO N O !  
A C CEPT T El  C O URT ' S  C OM ? Ul S O RY J UR I SD I C T I O N . 

FEW I J  A N! OT!IR C OUNT R I ES I N  T !! W OitD WOULD !AVl 
! PP E ABJ:D AT ALL I N  ! CAS E S O C !  AS T! I S  'iB I C! TBJ:T 
C O N S I D ERED TO !E I MPR �PERL! !ROUG!T . N EV ER TEELIS S ,  OUT 01 
I T S T IAD I T I O N !l R E SP E C T  FO R TBE ROLl 07 LAW , ! R! U N I TtD 
S T ATES H AS  P!R! I C I ? A T E D  FULLY I N  T!l C OUi T ' S  PRO C ! ! D I N G S  
!B US fAR , T O  PiiS E N T  I T S V I EW  TBA! T R E C O URT D O ES  h O T  E A VI 
J cr!I S DI C T I ON O R  C O MPE T E N C E I N  THI S C ! Sl .  

T B E D E C I S I O N O l  N O VEM! ER 2 5  

O N  N O VEM !E R 25 , 1 9e• , T HI C O U!T DI C I DtD -- IN S P I T I  O f  T!l 
O V !RV!IL MI NG EV I D EN C E  EE!O II I t  -- T!At I t  D O !S R! V I  
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