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From the Bedouin communities of the 1West BanJ we send you our best wishes for a peaceful 
year ahead. 

We write to thank you for the visit of Baroness Aros in May 2011 and the subsequent visit of 
Ms. Bragg in May 2012 to the Bedouin Palestine refugee communities in the West Bank. Their 
visits and words of support have bekn .of great encouragement to our community in a time of 
growing adversity. 

Over the last year there has been a �ignificant increase in pressure against Bedouin communities 
in Area C (the 62% of the West Bank under full Israeli control) and in particular around the 
Jerusalem periphery, by both the lsraeH Civil Administration and the settler population. 
Although the rural areas around Jer1usalem where we live are highly strategic for Palestinian 
development, large parts of it have been clearly earmarked by the Israeli authorities for the 
expansion of illegal settlements, particularly Maale Adummim. Our presence for over 40 years in 
this area is an obstacle to the Israeli execution of their settlement expansion plan. 

Indeed, the rumours we have hear9 for several years about the Israeli authorities' plans to force 
us out of our homes in these strategic areas and relocate us into purpose built villages are now 
becoming a reality. The over twenty Bedouin communities in the Jerusalem periphery, 
numbering over 2,300 individuals, �re now (April and May 2012) the subjects of a census by the 
Israeli authorities, who have confirreCI to the United Nations their intention to relocate us. We, 
the Arab al Jahalin Bedouin - an over 85% refugee population - were expelled from our tribal 
territories in the Negev desert afte� 1948 and are now on high alert once again to the threat of 
expulsion. The current peak in pressure against many communities is alarming and is rendering 
our day to day existence unsustainable and our futures unknown. 

Our self-representing body, the Pro1tection Committee for Bedouin communities in the Jerusalem 
periphery, has identified the below three points as our priorities when calling for international 
protection: 

1 0 f. . I 'b I . 
. . h N • ur 1rst request 1s to returr tp our tn a 1 terntones 1n t e egev. 

2. Pending return to our tribal territories, the Bedouin request protection to stay in our 
current locations in the Jerpsalem periphery. 

3. Should a forced relocation prove inevitable, we request that the Bedouin are recognised 
by all duty-bearers as key stakeholders t all aspects of the decision making process, and 
that any planning includes full consultation with Bedouin on Bedouin social structure 
and traditional livelihoods. ! 
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In line with these identified messages, we write today to draw your attention to the imminent 
threat of forcible transfer to the Bedouin refugee communities in the West Bank. In the face of 
settlement expansion, Barrier construction, settler harassment, poverty, food insecurity and lack 
of access to. basic services and natural resources, resisting forced displacement has become a 
da_ily challenge. 

We ask you to stand with us in reminding the Israeli authorities of their responsibility to protect 
the rights of Palestinians in the occupied territory, within and from which forcible transfer is 
illegal; to ask the Israeli authorities to cease immediately administrative demolitions of homes 
and livelihood structures; to award Bedouin communities in the Jerusalem periphery official 
village status in their current locations and to ensure Bedouin refugees and local Palestinian 
herders of Area C access to rangeland and natural water resources. 

With kind regards and our deepest thanks for your ongoing support in this critical time, 

Members of the Protection Committee for Bedouin communities in the Jerusalem periphery. 
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Translated from Arabic 

15 May 2012 

We, Sir, are the inhabitants of Arab al-Jahalin who have been expelled or displaced at I 
I 

various times between 1950 and 1/998. In that most recent displacement operation we 

were removed from the site of thj Ma'ale Adumim settlement to a rubbish dump in 

the town of Eizariya. Our curren si�tuation is catastrophic. Our troubles may be 

summarized as follows: 

1. Poisonous gases seep out J the soil a�d into our homes. 

2. Chemical and other waste wroducts are buried in the landfill, and have caused 

an outbreak of cancer and child dfformities. 

I I 
3. Lorries passing at breaknedk �peeds have killed several of our children. 

Mr. BAN Ki-Moon, Secretary-G�n�ral of the United Nations 
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4. The area is overrun by straJ d1 
gs and }nfested by harmful insects. 

5. We reject the notion of settling the lands of others, and we demand the right of I 
return to our land of origin, Tall Arad in Bi'r Sab'a. We will not relinquish a single 

I I 
hand of land. 

6. We appeal to you regarding tl!le plan t9 displace 2,400 families in the coming 

period to a location that will not �e able to support so many families or what they 

produce. 

(a) A policy of creating facts dn the grouid is being imposed in order to divide the 

northern and southern parts of the West Banl<. I 
(b) The livestock that constituie the sole livelihood of these families is being 

I 
exterminated. 

(c) 
I 

The character of Bedouin life is beinJ erased. I 
I 

1 
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Accept, Sir, the assurances of our hi �hest cofsideration. 

Abu.emad@yahoo.com 

Tel.0522561072 

Tel.0598574470 

I 



.. 

I ote to Ms. ralcorra 

TRANSMISSION OF 1JW� LETT�RS FROM THE PALESTINIAN 
BEDOUIN COMMUNifY TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

During my recent visit tp t'e oPt, leaders from the Bedouin communities with 
whom I met, requested that I br�ng the enclosed two letters to the attention of the 
Secretary-General. I would appre�iate it if ybu could do so at your earliest 
convenience. I 

Thank you. 

I '( I () '{;C - k� \:> ·� 
Catherine Bragg 

18 May 2012 


