
October 24, 2016 

Mr. Jan Elias son 
Deputy Secretary-General 
United Nations 
New York, NY 10017 

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
I N THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

SC HOOL OF INTERNAT I ONAL AND PUBLIC AFFA I RS 

Dear Deputy Secretary Eliasson, 
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The Columbia University School of International and Public Affairs (SIP A) is celebrating its 70th anniversary 
as a premier school of global public policy committed to educating the next generation to lead and serve in 
the global public interest. I am writing to invite you to join us in celebration of this important milestone by I 
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in New York City. 

The SIPA Forum will highlight pressing global issues across SIP A's core fields, in areas such as global 
migration and refugees; human rights; energy and the environment; international finance, development, and 
the global economy; international security; and philanthropy and the role of foundations as catalysts for 
transformational change. We will bring together a remarkable group of participants from our own faculty and 
SIP A's alumni network, as well as experts and thought-leaders from around the world. The Forum will take 
place in the historic Low Library on Columbia University campus. 

Our hope is that you will participate in our panel discussion titled, " he Migration aruLRefugee Crisis: 
Where Are We Failing?" This panel will focus on the major challenges facing migrant and refugee 
populations worldwide and suggest possible policy solutions. Your expertise and background as Deputy 
Secretary General and your many years of service at the United Nations and as a diplomat dealing with 
international conflict and humanitarian challenges, would make you an indispensable participant on this 
panel. Our moderator, Professor Michael Doyle of Columbia University, would work with you ahead of the 
Forum to identify key questions and subjects to address during the discussion. 

Columbia SIPA is the world's most global public policy school. We serve as the interdisciplinary hub of 
global policy research, training and engagement at Columbia University, with more than 1,300 students, 80 
full-time faculty, and an alumni network of more than 20,000 working in more than 150 countries. SIPA also 
offers a degree concentration in human rights and humanitarian policy, and a degree specialization in UN 
Studies, and many of our graduates go on to work in related fields and at the United Nations. 

Your participation at the Forum would be deeply meaningful to our community and we hope you will be able 
to contribute to our discussions. Please contact Milena Cerna, SIP A's Associate Dean for Communications 
and External Relations, at mc102l@columbia.edu or (212) 854-0552 if you are able to join us or have any 
questions. Thank you for your consideration of this invitation. We hope to see you on April1, 201 

Sincerely yours, 
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Dean, School of International and Public Affairs OEC -2 2015 
Professor of Practice, International Economic Law and International Affairs 
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