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In follow-up to our conversation during the recent Chief Executives Board meeting, I have 
the honour to provide you with further information on the Third Ministerial Conference of the Paris 
Pact Partners on Combating the Afghan Illicit Opiate Trade, which is scheduled to be convened at 
the Hofburg Palace in Vienna on 16 February 2012. The conference is initiated by the Russian 
Federation and France and supported by Austria, and is organized by UNODC. 

The Paris Pact, a partnership of over 50 countries and international organizations, aims at 
facilitating consultations to identify and set in motion concrete measures to combat Afghan opiates 
trafficking and consumption and related problems in the countries along the trafficking routes. It 
was launched at the first Ministerial Conference held in Paris in May 2003, where the international 
community subscribed to the principle of shared responsibility in the fight against opium and heroin 

trafficking from Afghanistan. A second Ministerial Conference was held in Moscow on 26-28 June 
2006 and further promoted the shared commitment focusing on enhancing border control and law 
enforcement among the affected countries. UNODC serves as the Secretariat for this important 
initiative. 

The Third Ministerial Conference on 16 February 2012 will place particular focus on 
thematic areas of detecting and blocking financial flows linked to the Afghan drug trafficking; 
diversion of precursor chemicals in illegal circulation for manufacturing of drugs in Afghanistan; 
strengthening and implementing regional initiatives on combating Afghan drugs; and reducing drug 
abuse and dependence through a comprehensive approach. As the first major high-level event 

· following the international conferences in Istanbul and Bonn, this conference offers an opportunity 
to build on the outcomes of these earlier conferences and agree upon concrete measures to take 
forward the Afghan counter-narcotics agenda, which, as you may be aware, featured importantly in 
the Istanbul declaration already. 

I believe that your participation in this conference will be of great importance in garnering 
the international community's renewed commitment to fulfilling its shared responsibility in 
countering Afghan drug problems. 

Mr. Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary-General 
United Nations 
New York 

Making the world safer from drugs, crime and terrorism 
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