
TO 

'ROUTING SLIP 

Mr. Back 

APPROVAL NOTE ANP RETURN 

SEE ME, PLEASE YOUR COMMENTS 

YOUR SIGNATURE YOUR INFORMATION -
NOTE AND FILE FOR ACTION 

4t)1. Dawson, Chief Signals 
Officer, has investigated 
the duplicate sendine of 
signals. 

His comments are attached. 

nA~o Sept. FROM M . Robertson 



ROUTING SLIP 

APPROVAL NOTE AND RETURN 

SEE ME, PLEASE YOUR COMMENTS -
YOUR SIGNATURE .. YOUR INFORMATION 

NOTE AND FILE FOR ACTION 

DATE rjrv FROM· 





19 September 

Capt • • ~echamp, S1gnals Unit 

Mary W. Robertson, Assistant to OIC 
Telephone for room 670 .... 

1. ONUC he just t en over a new suite of off ices on· th 
sixth floor and room 670 has been allocated to Mr. Rene Aoud, 
translator to Mr. Gardiner. 

2 

.... , .... •.. 

2, It would be a pr oiated 1f ' ~ tele one couid be installed 1, 

in this office as soon s pos ible. ~ ,. 

J, 
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C0PIE I. f-l ['0 
IMPORTANTE DECISION DU GOTIVERNEMENT SUR LA SUSPENSION V 

DE TELECOMMUNICATIONS AVEC LE SUD-KATANGA 

LEOPOLDVILLE, (ACP). Le Comite Politique de la Presidence 

du Conseil reuni lundi 6 aout 1962, a pris la decision 

. ' suivante en ce qui concerne les mesures relatives a la sus-

pension de tousles services de telecommunications avec 

l'exterieur, en:anant de la Province du Sud-Katanga: 

Le Gou:vernement de la Republique du Congo faisant 

usage de ses droits sou:verains sur l'etendue de son territoire, 

en vertu des dispositions de l'article 32 de la Convention 

Internationale des telecommunications, declare la suspensiontotale 

de tousles services des telecommunications operant avec les 

pays strangers a partir de la Province du Sud-Katanga.-

Toute telecommunication provenant OU a destination 

du Sud-Katanga avec l e s pays etrangers devra passer par l'in­

termediaire du Centre de telecommunications de Leopoldville.-

La diffusion des programmes d'ordre international a 

partir de la Province du Sud-Katanga est interdite. {!_oute 

exploitation de services "an:ateur" de radiocommunications,..____a 

m,:d;ir du Sud-Katang~ est interdite jusqu•a nou:vel ordre.-l 

Le Gouvernement Central du Congo prendra tout es le s 

nesures necessaires pour acheminer la correspondance publique 

' destinee a la province du Sud-Katanga ou emanant de cette 

' province a destination des pays etrangers.-

REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO 

CABINET DU MINIS TRE 

MINIST. DES POSTES ET TELECOMS. 
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INDICATE I L T p I I 
PRECEDENCE 

NR 

Address es) 

ONUC 

UNITED NATIONS - NATIONS UNmS 

insert prefix & / or number as required 

Priorite Nations traffic 
is strict! y limited. 

USE DOUBLE SPACING. 

THU ROI1 GARDIN• - 915 0 .5 AUGU T, C• 

CO :tmlO IO 

KILOCYCL • PLEAS OVI CIAL AUTHO I IES • 

"'?..---- ----------------.--=--------~-,.:--;--
T. 0. R. 

T. 0. D. 
BY : 

Drafted by : 

Authorized 

Date 
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Priority 

" 8'-----------------------------------,------------­'" N 

T. 0. R. 

T. 0. D. 
BY 

Drafted by 
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1 Aug 62 

To: · Di stribution List. 

From: Chief Signal Officer. 

Subject:ONUC Radio Telephony Communications 

1. AIM 

The a im of thi s instruction is t o detail the organization 
and procedures to be employed on the Mo t orola Radio Nets used in 
HQ ONUC. 

2. GENERAL 

There are 2 separat e radi o nets as det ailed below: 

a. Net 1 i s a police net consisting of the ONUC Mili t a ry 
Police Company and the Nigeria Police Contingent and 
will operat e on Channel 1. A Net Diagram for these 
s t ations is attached as Annex "A" t o this instruction. 

b. Net 2 consis t s of the remainder of the installed 
Motorola se t s in the HQ and will operate on Channel 2 . 
A Net Diagram for t hese stations is a ttache d as Annex- · 
"B" to this instruction, 

.3. PROCEDURE 

a , Due to the increased number of ,Motoro l a users, it is 
imperative that all concern ed know and abide by the 
regulations and procedures, Only by maintaining good 
radio discipline can these nets function efficiently. 
'11he control station operators (PRO control an d LEO 
control ) a r e r espon sibl e for insuring tha t this discipline 
i s maintained. They are further responsible for ensuring 
that users operate on t heir correct channel . Only in 
cases of emer gency should a user on one n e t come on the 
air on the other n et. The l ar ge number of s tations on 
both net s makes it imperative that unnec essary messages 
and operators "chit-chat" a r e completel y eliminated , 
Control ~per ator s will exercise control over their nets 
to achieve thi s end, 

... / 2. 
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b . The op0r a tion of the s et and the fun dam entals of 
Radio Tel ephony proc ed"L..C e to be used are de t a iled 
in t he Chi ef Communication Offic er' s paper, at.;ached 
as Annex "C" to thi s instruction . 

Annexes : 

A Radio Diagram Net 1. 
B Radio Diagram Net 2 . 
C Eadio Telephony Procedure . 

Distribution: 

Action: 

Officer - in - Cha r ge 
Force Commander 
Chi ef Adm Offr 
Chi ef Finance Off r 

1 
1 
1 
1 -

Chief of Gen Svcs 2 
Chi ef Mil Ors 4 
ONUC Security 15 
ONUC Mil Poli ce Co-y- 20 
Nigeria P6lice 20 
SDS . 1 

\ 

\ 
.. t \.: 

( G P Dawson ) · 
Lt Col . 

Chie f Si 5'1al Officer 

I nf oTma tion: 

'chief of Staff 
Chi ef Mil Info 
Chi ef Comm Offr 

1 
1 
1 

t " .J 



MILITARY POLICE RADIO NET (LEOPOLDVILLE) 
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Annex "C" to 
HQ 1250-1 SIGS 37 0-1 
dated 1 Aug , 2. ·-

The information in this section is of vital importance 
for all users of Motorola Radio Telephony sets, and is the result 
of several years of experience in providing communications in the 
field for the United Nations. 

1. PLAN 

a. Four basic units are available for communications in 
the field which should enable a user to make contact 
with his base at all times whether stationary or mobile. , 

b. The four units are; 

(1) MASTER SEI' - for fixed location - operating on 
110 vol ts .AC. 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

MOBILE SET 1 -

MOBILE SET 2 -

PORTABLE­
MOBILE 

vehicular installation - operating 
from vehicle battery of 6 volts. 

vehicular set - installed in a fixed 
position operating from lead-acid 
battery with provisions for :recha.i·ging 
the battery by means of Mains or engine 
operated battery charger. 

so-called Randie Talkie - weighs between 
9 and 11 lbs depending on type of power 
pack. Two types of quickly interchange­
able power packs are available, one using 
dry batteries, the other using a 110 volt 
AC operated power pack. The latter is 
for temporary use at a fixed location. 

c. :Motorola Master sets are presently installed at ONUC 
Headquarters, ONUC Military Poli_ce Company and the 
NIGERIA Police Headquarters. 

2. OPERATION 

a. Two factors within the control of the average user are 
important for maximum e;fficiency of operation and these 
are discussed below. 

. .. /2. 
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The motorola se t s in s t all ed in vehicl es have the following 
controls ·which should be ad·ju~ted as describ ed . 

- . J! .. : . ' .. 

. (1) -On-Off Switch The purpose of this i s s elf-
explana t ory . It i s u sed to switch 
t h e se t on or off. 

(2 ) . Volume Control ·- To increase or decr ease- the loudne ss 
(v) of ·the r ecei yer as +·eq_uire~ . 

(3 ) Squeleh Contrbl - Should be rota t ed until the point is 
r eached whe r e the noise just cuts out. (s ) 

(4) Fl - F2 Switch · 

(5) Press-to-Talk 
Switch 

c . Loc ation 

' ( . ( 

Th e sensi t i vitj- · o':f the receiver i s n ow 
maxi mum , 

- Wi t h this swi t ch either Channel 1 or 
Cha.n..n. el 2 may be selected. Handi e ­
Tal ki e s an d 'Compa- s t a tions ' have no 
such swi t ch and can oparate on Channel 
1 only . 

- Locat ed on t he mi cr ophon e . May be use d 
-when the a for e -mentioned contr ols ha ve 
been ad jus t ed . 

When ever possible RT s e ts shoul d be operat ed fr om the highest 
avai labl e point . Line · of·si ght contac t i s the ideal but t his 
is r ar ely pos sibl e . Se t s oper ated f r om open ground gGn erally 
give better r esul t s than those surrounde d by tree s, buil dings, 
e to . If contact ·i s not good or cannot be made a t all it is 
advisabl e t o move the locati on of the se t. This move of 
location need ~ot be gr ea t . It ha s been not ed tha t a change 
of loc a tion of as littl e as a· f ew f ee t only has produced the 
desired cont a c t . A s t eeply wooded vall ey i s probably t he wor s t 
pl ace fr om whi ch t o t ry ' a co1i t ac t o 

3. RADIO TELEPHONY PROCEDURE 

The equi pment used at ONUC for Radi o Tel ephony i s not de signe d 
for simul t an eous t wo-way conversati on . Oper at i on of the equipm ent is 
covered elsewher e but the foll owing poin~s a r e important : 

a . The pres s - t o- t a lk switch on t he microphon e or handse t is 
inoper a tive unl es s the On-Off swi tch is in the On posit i on . 
Thi s is indi cat ed by a gr een l i ght . 

. . . /J. 
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b . The gr een l i ght should be on fo r about 30 seconds before 
ciosing tho Pr ess-to- Talk switch . 

c . When the Press-t o-Talk switch is closed. you cann ot receive . 

d . ]ef or8 closing the Press-to- Talk switch - LISTEN . Otherwise 
y ou may broak in on a conver sat i on b0tween other parties. 

e . Rolease t he Press-to-Talk switch when you finish speaking, 
and signify t ha t you are ready t o list en by saying the 
word - " OV:SR" . 

4 . I IdPORTAlfT 

A~ somo t ypGs of stationary s0ts install ed at HeadQuarter s 
a :re abl e to rec eive s imultaneously on both channels, it is. imp erative 
to indicate on ·which chann8l t he call is made . 

e . g . "HULLO CONGO 7 for DELTA, ca lling you on Chann el 1 . 

Del t a thus k.n.0·1s on which chann0l to answer . 

5. INITIAL COl'ifTACT 

a . The first or initia l cont ac t to be made with the base , 
in th J casi of a ~obi l 6 stati on, or b0 tween two fixed 
stati ons, is mad.0 in a slight ly more formal iz ed styl e 
th~n whun contacts have b ~en .made oft en or a re being 
made on a r86ular _basis . . (See Appendix 1 for phone tjo 
alphabGt ). 

e . g . "HULLO Del ta for Golf, ·Message, Over " . 

" Golf , send your .-1essage , Over". 

"Del t c1, Nothing t o R0port, Over" . 
. 
11Golf 1 Rog-0r, Out " . 

(ROGBR s ignifie s thiJ messngi3 has been received 
and understood). 

' 
ProviJ.ing that cona.i;:;ions a r c: ·good enough Del t a simply 

r eports Nothing to R0:port, and Golf , _ who in some circumstances 
. would be -st andin5 -b,y o.11 t he time, · would acknowledge by "ROGER 
OUT'' • 

. .. I 4. 
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b . However, if the report from Delta i s to be oth0r than 
routine, it is probable th~t Golf would need to wri t e 
Delta ' s mc,ssage on a message blank and in this case the 
formal styl e shoul d b e us ed to onabla Golf to bo ~repar ed 
to copy the message . 

"HULLO Del ta f or Golf, Have mes,_age of . t hirty five 
words, Over". 

"Golf - Wait, Out" (aft 0r some s0c(mds duri ng 
which Golf gets· reat.ly) . 

"Golf' - Gend your messc1,ge, Over 11 • 

6. CORRECTION PROCEDURE 

·a . In t:he exampl8 gi van abovG, suppose that Golf , having 
r <:J c aivod t'hu message from Delta - is dubious about a 
particul~r word or porhaps som e sort of int erf~rence 
causes one or mor a words to ba blotted out . In such 
a co,se Gol f should a sk -· vl'.' a rep0 ti tion in the following 
mann0r 

DELTA, having passed. th0 message, say s - "OVER" . 

GOLF, wishing to r ead th.a message through to see 
if it looks alright before giving a.,knowledgement, 
repli es - "WAI'J.111 • 

GOLF 'l.1118:aJ CALLS DELTA - " GOLF FOR DELTA .•. ALL AFTER ••• " 
(nere GOLF gives the last c luarly received word or wor ds 
in questi on) . 

R0q_uests for correc~ions may consiGt of "ALL BEFORE" , 
11 F'R01'.\L •• . .• TO . ... • . ' , "ALL AFTER", or simply 11WORD 

A:B-v:l1ER 11 .i.u the event of only one word being recei ved 
garbled. 

Th e abova form s of raiuest for corr~ction or repeti t ion a r e 
given again in th0 next section togeth0r with other expressi on s which 
have becorno standard j_n the 0fficient handling of messages by RT. 

b. EFFECT DESIRED OR CONDI-r101'J EXPERI ENCED 

Repe tition or cor±e6tion of one or a few 
words only - in text of message. 

Cor rection or confirmation of several 
words in t0xt . 

EXPRESSI ON 

WORD AFTER or 
WORD BEFOB.E 

ALL BEFORE or 
ALL AF'TER 

. .. /5 . 



- 5. -

Confirma tion of entire message. 

When s ender i s speaking too f a s t - or 
words jumbled - or conditions bad. 

When conditions ar e bad so t ha t it i s 
not certain if wor ds ar e being r eceived 
correctly. 

Confirmation of a wo r d or phrase , or a 
figure or numb er - or anything queri ed. 

To obtain an indication of the strength 
of your signals at the othar s t a tion. 

Giving an indication of Signal Strength 
to another station. 

SAY AGAIN 

SEND MORE SLOWLY 

SEND WORDS TWI CE (sender 
should t hen say each word 
twice and should speak 
with grea t er clarity). 

If cor rect 
If not 

- AFFIIBltATIVE 
- NEGATIVE. 

HOW DO YOU READ. 

LOUD AND CLEAR - or -
READABLE WITH ~IFFICULTY 
- or -
BARELY READABLE. 

o. Explana tion of expr essi on s fr equently encount er ed in RT Procedure 

Confirma tion of r eceipt of a message . 

Acknowl edgement of r eceipt plus an 
a dvic e . tha t action r eque st ed will be 
taken. 

If you have urgent traffi? which YO\J­
believe has priority over a l engthy 
message a lready in pro gr es~. 

A r equest f or the opposit e numb er t o. 
remain on listening watch·~· 

ROGER 

WILCO 

Wait until on e or both 
parti es cease t alking 
and break in using the 
t erm :J3REAK. 

STANDBY - or -
WAIT ONE ·· - for on e minut e 
WAIT FIVE- . f or five mins. 

etc • 

. . . I 6. . 
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7. PHONETIC .ALPHABET 

A Alfa F Foxtrot K - Kilo p Papa u Uniform 

B - Bravo G - Golf I . L - Lima Q - Quebec V - Victor 

C - CharJ.ie H - Hotel M - Mike R - Romeo w - Whisky 

D ... Delta I - India N - November s - Si'erra X - XRay 

E - Echo J - Juliet 0 - Oscar T - Tango y - Yankee 

Z - Zulu 

8 . CALL . SIGNS IN ·usE AT.' ONUC 

Call Signs have been allocated to various sections of ONUC 
· as follows : 

CONGO for use of Military fixed and mobile stations 
(except the Military Pol i ce ) . 

PRO for use of Mili tary Police fixed and mobile stations . 

ROBERT for use of Nigeria Police fixed and mobile stations. 

LEO 

ONUC 

for use of ONUC Security fixed and mobile stations. 

for use of ONUC civilian vehicular s t ations . 

Vehicular stations are identified by the appropriate call 
sign as shown in Annexes "A" and "B". 

Call Signs will be allocQted for Special Operations as and 
when necessary. 

Strict adherence t o the allocation system of Call Signs is 
requested. • 

For any enquiri es please contact: 

Chief Communications Officer, 
Room A-710, 
Le Royal. 

Tel . 3921 
Ext . 191 

or 229 





GENERAL 

n.. 

UNITED NATIONS OPERATION IN THE CONGO 

HQ 12,50-1/SIGS 3705-1 

USE OF PRECEDENCES 
Internal Radio Network 

29 June 62 

1. The communication facilities provided by the UNOC Internal 
Radio Network are not being used to the best advantage. The misuse 
of the precedence system is such that on many days, as high as 60% 
of the messages handled have been of a precedence higher than 
ROUTINE. 

2. The precedence allotted to a message by the originator 
indicates : 

a. to Signals, the order of handling and delivery 
relative to 6ther messages; 

b . to the addressee, the relative order in which 
he should note the message . 

3. Precedence is NOT allotted solely because of the importance 
of the message or its o~iginator~ The basic principle to keep in 
mind is the urgency with which the message must reach its destina­
tion. Length and 9lassification of messages are a large factor. 

DEGREE OF PRECEDENCE 

4. The times given below are based on code messages of 200 
groups and clear messages of 150 words . :Barring unforeseen inter­
ruption to communication caused by enemy action, atmospheric 
conditions or equipment failure, the following average times may 
be expected from time of handing in a t originating end to time 
ready for delivery at receiving end, if the percentages are adhered 
to: 



b. 

c. 

- 2 -

Degree of Precedence 

PRIORITY NATIONS - kept to the absolute 
minimum. Normally should not be more 
than 1% of daily traffic. Delivery is 
made as soon as possible. 

PRIORITY - normally should not b e more 
than 9%/H}j'o of daily traffic. · Delivery 
is made as soon as possible unless 
instructed otherwis e . Best time is the 
same as for PRIORITY NATIONS if PRIORITY 
messages are properly spaced. Sinc e 
this cannot be guaranteed the longer 
tim e is also shown. 

ROUTINE - all r emaining traffic. 
Delivery during working hours. Unl e ss 
otherwise instruc t ed , these ar e 
normally not delivered after working 
hours or weekends , and holidays. 
Deli very is made at the beginning of 
the nc;xt working day . ·Again, this i's 
the longest time dependent on spacing 
of messages . Delivery as fast as 
above on quiet periods . 

These percentages are the ideal. 
Precedences should be alloted bearing 
the above times in mind . Durin g 
operations when lives are at stake it 
i s essential to try to maintain these 
percentages so tha t really vital 
messages can get through. At such 
times administrative messages (military 
.and ci vilfan ) should be reduced to 
ROUTINE. Only in the most urgent cases 
should administrative message s be 
permitt ed to go PRIORITY during 
operations. 

' I 

Code 

2 hrs 

2-4 hrs 

12 hrs 

. .. /3. 

Clear 

½ hr 

i to 2 2½ hrs 

,,, 

12 hrs 
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RULES FOR THE USE OF PRECEDENCES 

5. The rul es for the use of precedence are as follows: 

Degree of 
Precedence 

(i) PRIORITY 
NATIONS 

(ii) PRIORITY 

Rank or Appointment 
entitl ed to authorize 

Officer-in-Charge 
Force Commander 
Air Commander 
Chief Admin Offr 
Chief of Civ Operations 
Chief of Staff 
In the absenc e of 
these officers, their 
immedia t e deputies. 

All persons empower ed 
to sign PRIORITY 
NATIONS 

Chi efs and Deputy 
Chi efs of Civilian 
Sections 

Military Staff Offrs 
not below r ank of 
maj or 

Commanders of con­
tingent s and units 

Adjut ants 

.Any signal •offr 
but only on message s 
affecting int ercom­
munication 

Circumstances which will 
· normally justify its use 

Message s of the greatest 
urgency affecting the 
ultimate stability and 
security of the mission 
and the Force, . or ·the 
safe ty of life. 
Must be signed personally 
by one of those names in 
centre column. 

Messages which are so 
urgent as to warrant 
speed of despatch above 
the ordinary. (Corres­
ponds to a full rate 
commercial telegram). 

In most ca ses if the 
officer named is not 
present, the business 
being conducted does 
not warrant this 
precedence . 

~Normally this is the 
highest precedence as­
s igned to an adminis­
trative message . 

Mus t be signed by one 
of those named in c8ntre 
column. 
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a. Leopoldville (Cont'd) 

(iii) ROUTINE All persons empowered 
to sign PRIORITY 

Any civilian s taff 
·membBr designated-by 
his Chief of Secti on 

.Any military officer 
authoriz ed by his 
Commander. 

b. All field stations outside Leopo l dville 

(i) PRIORITY 
NATIONS 

Chi ef Civilian Offr 
GOC Katanga Area 
Officers of the rank 
of Brigadier and abo ve. 
Comd Indep Ind Bde 
Comd 3rd Nigerian Bde , 
Comd Ethiopian Bde 
Comd MSF 

Messages which cannot 
wait t o go by mail, but 
not required to take 
precedence over other 
mess~ges. (Corresponds 
to commercial day letter) • • 

Mus.t .be signed by one 
of 'tho1se named in centre 
column~ 

Messages of the greatest 1 

urgency affecting the 
ultimate stability and 
security of the mission 
and the Force, or the 
saf ety of life . Must be 
signed personally by one 
of those named in centre 

Indep Garrison Comds column. 

(ii) _PRIORITY 

In the absence of these 
officers their immediate 
deputies. 

All persons empower ed 
to sign PRIORITY 
NATIONS 

Heads of civilian 
sections named by the 
Chief Civilian Offr. 

Commanders of Units. 

Military offic ers not 
below rank of major 

Adjutants 

Any signal offic er but 
only on messages 
~ffecting intercom-
11tunica-£ion. 

Messages which are so 
urgent as to warrant 
speed of despatch above 
the ordinary. ( Corres­
ponds to a full rat e 
commercial telegram). 

In most cases if the 
officer named is not 
present, the business 
being conducted does 
not warrant this prece­
dence. 

Normally this is the 
highes t precedence 
assigned to an 
administrative message. 

Must be signed by one 
of those named in centre 
column. 



b. All field stations outside Leepoldville (Cont'd) 

(iii) ROUTINE 

MESSAGE CENTRES 

All persons empowered · 
to sign PRIORITY 

Any military officer 
authorized by his 
Commander. 

Messages which cannot 
wait to go by mail but 
not required to take 
precedence over other 
messages. (Corresponds 
to commercial day letter). 
Must be signed by one 
of those named in centre 
column. 

6. , This instruction is the authority for every Message Centre 
to establish the list of persons, by name, authorized to sign 
messages. The list will be kept amended as changes in· personnel 
eccur. Messages signed by any but authorized personnel will NOT 
be af'cepted. 

7. • Messages originated at field offices will bear one of the 
precedences shown. Precedences on messages transferred from tactical 
radio nets which differ from the above will be converted to the 
appropriate UN precedence by the Signalmaster at the point of transfer 
to the ONUC Internal Radio_N~twork. As.a general rule, field 
EMERGENCY becomes PRIORITY NATIONS, field OP IMMEDIATE \ecomes PRIORITY, 
field PRIORITY and ROUTINE become ROlJrINE. It is preferable for the 
military originator in the field to assign the correct UN precedence 
when he knows the message must go over the ONUC Internal Radio Network. 
Military formations may adopt the standard military precedences for use 
within the formation only. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THIS IliSTRUCTION 

8. This instruction supercedes the previous instruction on the 
"Use of Precedences" issued by the Chief Signal Officer under letter 
HQ, 125O-l(SIGS) dated 29 Dec 61. 

9. It will be the responsibility of those persons and officers 
concerned, to ensure that all their personnel are instructed in the 
proper enforcement of these instructions. 

. .. /6. 
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• 10. Recipients of these instructions as snovm· on the distribution 
below, will ACKNOWLEDGE on the attached receipt • 

DISTJUBUTION: 

I'· 
l 
J 

'- ··~ 

. -... 
I I j 

I I . 
. ' \ 

I··•,. 

(G P Dawson) 
Lt Col 

Chief Signal Officer 

For the Civilian Staff - All Chiefs of Sections at HQ 1 

All Civilian Affairs Officers and 
Administrative Officers in the Field. 

Chief of Civilian Operations (including 
Representatives of Specialized Agencies). 

For the Military - Lists 'A', 'B' and 'C 1 • 

t 



RECEIPT 

HQ 1250-1/SIGS 3705-1 

Date ............... . 

To: Chief Signal Officer 

From: 

Receipt is ACKNOWLEDGED OF YOUR INSTRUCTION 
HQ 1250-1/SIGS 3705-1 dated 29 Jun 62, "Use of Precedences -
Internal Radio Network". 

(Signed) 
..,.A_p_p_o-in_t_m_e_n_t_/""'R_a_n.,..k ___ N,.,....am_e_ 

Branch/Service/Agency/Office 
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ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES fA\ UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 
AU CONGO ~ IN THE CONGO 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

BOITE POSTALE 7248 
LEOPOLDvn.LE 

REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO 
CABLE: ONUC. LEOPOLDvn.LE 

16 June 1962 

Mr. R. K. A. Gardiner, Officer-in-Charge - ONUC 

Military Assistant to the Force Commander 

Radiophonic Link - Leopoldville-Elisabethville 

Jtl9\,~ 

1. The Force Commander has directed me to give immediate effect 
to the request made by you on 14 June 1962. 

2. Repairs to the damaged transmitter at Leopoldville are now 
being undertaken by a Belgian technician , but to accelerate the repair, 
the services of an additional Signal technician are required . This man 
must be bi-lingual if he is to be of any assistance. The Chief Signal 
Officer is now checking to see if he has a bi-lingual technician who is 
suitably qualified to assist in the repair, with a view to making him 
available without delay. 

3. In the meantime, it bas been ascertained that a new Marconi 
transmitter which is not yet unpacked is available in Luluabourg. A 
signal has been sent to have this transmitter air transported by the 
first available plane to Leopoldville. It is expected that this trans­
mitter could be in operation at Leopoldville within one week of dispatch. 
Notwithstanding the availability of this new transmitter, the Chief 
Signal Officer will pursue his efforts to provide a suitable Signal 
technician as soon as possible . 

JIC/ajg 

cc: Chief Logistics Officer 
Chief Signal Officer 

.e :J. 46~-► Lt. Col • 
.,.(~J ""'ll6~I""'".~co_o_n-1e-.ry~ '().__.__ 
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ORGANISATION DES NATIONS lJNIES 
AU CONGO 

t•l i .. iJ? ~~ 

UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION 
IN THE CONGO 

BOITE POSTALE 7248 
LEOPOLDVILLE 

REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO 
CABLE : ONUC LEOPOLDVILLE 

INTER • OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

CTR/M . 391 
..................... l~ ... 14 ..... !dirt.. ....... .. .. 196?. .... . 

A . : Monsieur J. Back, Representant p.i. de 1 10NUC, Elisabethville 

Oe N. Boskovic, Conseiller Principal, Communications & Transports 

Suite a la note du 7 juin concernant les 
ligne de telecommunications (radiophonie) entre 
ville, je vous inforne que la duree des travaux 
emetteur en panne sera d 1au mains quinze jours. 

ossibilites d 1 etablir une 
eopoldville et Elisabeth­

de reparation du paste 

Pour les travaux de reparation, il est absolument necessaire que 
la Canadian Signal Unit transf~re un technicien a la mission de l ' UIT 
pendant tou~e la duree de ces reparations . 

Ce technicien devra connaitre la partie technique d 1 emission, 

notamment emetteur 158. 

Je vous saurais gre de faire le necessaire le plus rapidement 

possible, en vue de ce transfert 
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DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE 

ARMY 

CANADA 

TO: Mr. R.K. GARDINER 
Officer - in - Charge ONUC 

FROM: Colonel H.w.c. STETHEM 
Commander - 57 Canadian Signal Unit 

Delay to Message ELIEO 507 

57 Canadian Signal Unit 
LEOPOLDVILIE, Congo 9 Apr 62 

1. Reference is made to our discussion of the 6 Apr on the delay 
to message EI.LEO 507. I have fully investigated the matter and my 
report and recommendations are given in the fol.lowing paragraphs. 

2. Message ELIEO 507 was originated at 1415 hours on 4 Apr 62 
and handed into Signals in Elisabethville at l430Z 4 Apr. It was 
delivered by Signals to the clerk who signed for it at l415Z 5 Apr 
in Leopoldville. The time taken by Signals was 23 hours and 45 minutes, 
as opposed to approx five hours which might have been expected for 
a priority code message of this length. 

3. There were two main causes for this delay. First the Elisabethville 
- Leopoldville RT!' circuit was out from 182oz 4 Apr until o600Z 5 Apr due 
to heavy interference. Attempts were made to pass the traffic on the 
Indian Morse circuit but this was also unable to pass the traffic for 
similar reasons. Such conditions can happen at any time. The length of 
time the circuit is out on such occasion can be reduced by using high 
powered equipment so as to put out a stronger signal and such equipment 
was requested in April 61 and has been requested again at intervals . I 
understand that this equipment is now on order in the United States. 

4. The second and probably main cause was the number of priorities 
on hand which prevented the message being transmitted before the circuit 
failed and delayed it's transmission and decoding once the circuit was 
re-established. During the period the message was in the Crypto Office 
at Elisabethville there were eight other priorities received for encrypting 
and there were already at the Signal Office many plain language priorities 
awaiting transmission. The message because of it's length was transmitted 
in three parts and by the time the third part was received Leopoldville 
there were on hand 10 incoming priority code ressages for decoding and 
three outgoing priority code messages for encoding two of which were Priority 
Nations and totalling more than 800 groups of cipher. This caused delay 
in decoding and resulted in the message not being delivered until 1415Z 
5 Apr. 

5. . The cure for this is to reduce the number of priorities to a 
figure where priority is more meaningful. In the Canadian Army we aim 
at a figure of about 5 percent priority traffic. For our traffic load 
of about 450 messages per day this would be 25 messages . However on 
4 Apr we passed a total of 449 messages and the total number of priorities 
was 109. With this proportion of priorities the system defeats itself 
as the priority loses it's value. The only way to rectify this is to 
educate originators of messages to use priorities only where speed is 
essential rather than desirable . If speed is not desirable it should not 
be sent by message at all. 



- 2 ... 

6. A further way to reduce delays on priority traffic would be 
to prevent duplication of signals, particularly time consuming code 
signals. In the case of the signal ELLEO 507 an almost identical signal 
I 1270 was also sent from Elisabethville to Force Comd and other military 
addressees. This automatically delayed other traffic unnecessarily as it 
emplcrfed the equivalent of one operator or cryptographer and the applicable 
equipnent for about four hours. 

cc: Chief Signal Officer 

'T'~ 
J:• .. »..__.· ~ 

(HWC Stethem) 
Colonel 

Commander 
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ORGANISATION DES NAT.-NS UNIES • UNITED nATIONS ORGANIZATIO N 
AU CONGO ~ IN THE CONGO 

From 

To 

Subject 

Date 

BOITE POSTALE 807 B 
HISABETHVILLE 

CABLE : ONUC, ELISABETHVILLE 

Jose Rolz-Bennett~ UN Representative, 

~ ~~~ 
Elisabethville ~ -

Mr. Robert Gardiner, Officer-in-Charge, aruc, Leopoldville 

Over-loading of signals traffic 

27 February 1962 

1. The intensity of signals traffic between Leo and Elisabeth• 
ville bas already reached the point of saturation and priority 
cables are perforce delayed by as much as eight to nine hours• 
Other cables have been delayed even longer. 

2. It seems that with their present strength, the Canadian 
and Indian Signals Unit, whose performance and devotion to duty 
deserves all praise, find themselves unable to cope with the 
increased rate of traffic ■ 

3. Would it be possible to request from the Canadian and 
Indian Governments additional staff for the Signals Units? Should 
this not be feasible, we may have to establish a strict priority 
for the material which should be sent by cable and use the daily 
pouch for less urgent c011111unications . 

ccr Mr. Ahmed, CAO, Leo 
Mr. Brackenbury, CAO Eville 
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28 November 1961 

Toz Dr .. s .. Linner / ( 
Lt. Geno s. Mac Eoin cJL 
mr. m. Khiary 
Chiafs of Sections (Administrative) 

f"romz s. Habib Ahmed, Chief A·dministrative Officer ~ 

The following procedure for the making of copies of cables and 
their distribution will coma into force with immediata effect. lt 

(' 

would be appreciated if you would kindly make this procedure known to r 
staff concerned in your offices . The Chief Communications Officer ) 
(civilian) and the Chief Signal Officer (military) are being requested 
separatsly to ensure the observ ance of the procedure insofar as their 
respective functions are involved. 

I. CODE CABLES 

A. Incoming 

(i) Cables addressed to Officer=in=Charge 

Only two copies will be made and both the original and 
the copies will be sent to o/c. 

(11, Cables addressed Jointly to 0/C and other officers 

The original and two copies will be sent to 0/C and one 
copy to each of tha addressees o 

(iii) Cables addressed to other officers 

One copy will be made. The original will be sent tc 
the addressee and the copy to 0/C. 

B. Outgoing 

(i) Cables from Officer=in=Charrut 

The original of the text will be sent ta th~ Code Unit. 
After the cable has been sent, the text will be retu~ned 
to O/C 0 s off!ceo 

· (ii) Cables from other officers 

The original and one copy of the text ~ill be sent to 
the Code Unit. After the cable has been sent, the 
original will be returned to the sender and copy sent 
to O/Co 
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II. CLEAR CABLES 

11. Incominq 

(i) Political matters 

(a) Cables addressed to Officer=in~Charge 

The original and one copy will be sent to 0/C and 
one copy each to the force Commander and to Chief 
Civilian Operationeo 

(b) Cables Jointly addressed to Officer-in-Charge and 
other officers 

The original and one copy will be sent to U/C and 
one copy to each of the addressees. 

(c) Cables addressed to other officers 

The original will be sent to the addressee and copy 
to 0/C. 

(ii) Administrative mattere 

A ~inimum number of copies will be mada tor distribution 
to those directly concerned. 

a. Outgoi!!Jl 

(i) Political matter.!L.:;. From Officer-in .. Charga_ 

The original and one copy of the text will be sent to tha 
Cable Unito After the cable has been asnt, tha original 
will be returned too/C's office and the copy retained by 
the Cable Unit. 

(ii) Political matters~ From other officers 

Same as under II B(i) above except original must be 
countersigned by o/c before it is sent to Cable Unit~ 

(iii) Administrative mattere 

Sa~e as (i) above except that it will be up to the originator 
to endorse direct copies to other officers concernedo 



Ill. TlfflES Of DIS lRIBUTlUN 

Tha delivery of cables, whether coded or clear text cab~asp uJ.ld 
ba discontinued from 2200 till 0600 local time (2,cept•in tha~iL 
of Priority Nations or tnpst Immediate cae_~s which wiJ.1_ be deli11e,!,!!.(! 
to addressees as soon as received by Cabl Un~~). Chiefs of Suctions 
will name duty officers who will receive cables on Saturday afternoons, 
Sundays and official holidays. The list of du y officers should ta 
made available to the Cable Distribution Centr t Rao@ 113 

IVo Except for the above, all existing instruction relating to th 
handling of code and cloar cables will continue to be follo»ed 
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28 November 1961 

To: Oro So Linner 

F'roms 

Lto Geno So fflac Eoin 
mro m. Khiary 
Chiafe of Sections (Administrative) 

s. Habib Ahmed, Chief A'dministrative Officar ~ 

Sub j ects Cables 

The following procedure fo r t he making of copies of cables and 
their distribution will come into fo r ce with immediata eftect o I t 
would be appreciated if you would kindl y make this procedure known to 
staff concerned in your offices . The Chief Communications Officer 
(civilian) and the Chief Signal Office r (militar y) are being requested 
separately to ensure the obser~ance of the procedure ineofar as thei r 
respective functions are involvedo 

Io CODE CABLES 

Ao Incoming 

(i) Cables addressed to Officer=in=Char ge 

Only two copies will be made and both the original and 
the copies will be sent to o/c. 

(ii' ~ables addressed Jointly to O/C and other officers 

The original and two copies will be sent to 0/C and one 
copy to each of the addresseeso 

(iii) Cables addressed to other officers 

One copy will be madeo The original will be sent to 
tha addressee and the copy to 0/C. 

B .. Outgoing 

(i) Cables from Officer=in-Char ge 

Vhs original of the text will be sent to the Code Unito 
After the cable has been sent, the taxt wi l l b~ retu~ned 
to O/C 0 s office~ 

' (ii) Cables from other officers 

ihe original and one copy of the text mill ba een t to 
the Coda Unit. Afte r the cable has been sent, the 
original will be r e turned to the sender and copy sent 
to o/c. 
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II. CLEAR CABLES 

J\. Incoming_ 

(i) Political matters 

{a) Cables addressed to Officer=in=C!l!ru 

The original and one copy will be sent to 0/C and 
one copy each to the Force Commander and to Chief 
Civilian Operationso 

(b) Cables Jointli addressed to Dfficer=in~Charga and 
other officers 

The original and one copy will be sent to 0/C and 
one copy to each of the addreseeeae 

(c) Cables addressed to other officers 

The original will be sent to the addrassae and copy 
to o/c. 

(ii) Administrative matters 

A minimum number of copies will be mada for distribution 
to those directly concerned. 

B.. Outgoin,s 

(i) Political matters - from Officer-in-Charge 

The original and one copy of the text will be sent to thQ 
Cabla Unito After the cable has been sent, the original 
will be returned to o/c•s office and the copy retained by 
the Cabla Unit. 

(ii) Political matters - rrom other officers 

Same as under II B{i) above except original muet be 
countersigned by 0/C before it is sant to Cable Unit. 

(iii) Administrative mattere 

Same as (1) above except that it will be up to the originator 
to endorse direct copies to other officare concernedo 
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IIIo Tlff!ES . · OIS lRIBUTlUN • 

Tha delivery of cables, whether coded or clear toxt c9b~en, ui:l 
be discontinued from 2200 till 0600 local time (except in t~e•~~s-
of' Priority Nations or most lmmed~~~!Jls whicli ~iel~qg 
to addressees as soon as received by Ca2~e Uni_)~ Chiefs o~ S ctions 
will name duty officers who will racei~e abla3 on Saturd· s. 
Sundays and offj ciel holidays. Tho list f duty officors 
made available to the Cable Distribution Cent~e. Room 

IVo Except for the above, all existing inatructlono relating to th 
handling of coda and clear cables uill continue to bs allowed 



Mr. N. Kanakaratne Legal Adviser 

Chief Signal Officer 

Failure of Royal Switchboard 
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HQ 1276-1 (SIG~) 

22 Nov 61 
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