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OFFICE OF THE PREEFER, f oo

PUBLIC BUILDING,

IN REPLYING QUOTE DATE @g il g -
e,c’Aéé%lé FLLtaEicz.

_ HgmopAm;N?js‘mDpL 62/85/6

_____ . A5th August, 1964

yind G callinsy, i i | BRLY

You will recall that I sent you shortly
before the meeting of the Commonwealth Prime Ministers
in July last a copy of the memorandum on the British
Guiana situation which I had despatched to each of the
Prime Ministers of the Commonwealth. You may|also
recall that a copy of the statement made in the British
Guiana Senate by Mrs. Janet Jagan immediately| before
her resignation as Minister of Home Affairs was appended
to the memorandum.

In her statement, the Minister drew attention
to the disloyalty of the Police to the elected Govern-
ment and its hostility to the supporters of the Govern-
ment. In Parliament, the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, the Right Honourable Duncan Sandys, M.P.,
denied the charges made by the Minister against the
Police. '

I am therefore sending for your inflrmation
and for whatever action you may consider appropriate,

the attached papers which would seem to support the
charges against the Police by the Minister of Home
Affairs. You will observe that some are statements by
various individuals alleging Army and Police partiality
and in some cases, brutality, while others give a gemeral
background of events in British Guiana during
disturbances. '

the recent

Yours sincerely,

|

His Excellency U Thant,

Secretary General,

United Nations Organisation, ‘
New York,

U.S.A.
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Statement of Harry Dhanai Seegobin.

My present address is 103 Thomas Street, Kitty, East Co

I lived at "one mile" Wismar, Demerara River, and I am a shop pro

ne, 1964.

ast Demerara.

prietor. I

am married. I have no children, but five minors (nieces and nepheWs) stayed

with myself and wife at our home.

My business consisted of grocery, hardware, patent medi

dry goods and a proprietors' club.
address. I owned a two storeyed wooden building which with stock

I value at approximately $56,00Q.OO.

On Thursday 2lst May, 1964, at about 10 p.m. myself, Ta

Richard Bholai Singh were in Mr. Bholai Singh's shop.

representative of the Upper Demerara constituency called Mr. Sing

in front of the shop. Mr. Jordan was conversing with Sgt. Chalme

man London was in the police jeep which was parked in front of th

Jordan asked Mr. Singh what he was doing.
to your Indian brothers and let the press know what Dr. Jagan is
all"? My, Singh asked him what he meant.
hear what happened at Buxton.

Mr. Jordan asked him i
"That Dr. Jagan sent people to kil
Sealey" - "If the black people started to kill the Indians here d
they will survive?" Sgt. Chalmers and P.C. London were present d

versation. Sgt. Chalmers went into the jeep and called on Mr. Jo

All my business was carried o

Robert Jor

He said, "An

cines, parlour,
n at the above

and furniture,

ik Singh and
Han, P.N.C.
h on the road,

rs and Police-

L1

shop.

e you not going
doing with you
f he did not
L Mr, & Mrs.
b you think
uring this con-
Fdan to go with

him by Hakim's side. Mr. Jordan told Sgt. Chalmers that he was going the other

way to meet the boys and Chalmers could go along.

Sgt. Chalmers left in the jeep driven by London and Mr.

Jordan went

in the opposite direction. Myself and T. Singh left the shop and
the bank of the Demerara River in a northerly direction.

on the main road in the same direction. We were some distance be

walked along

Mr. Jordan was walking

ind Mr. Jordan.

When we reached the boat landing, myself and T. Singh got into an empty boat and

paddled down river to Third Alley. Jordan was at all times in si

about 15 rods ahead of us.

ht and he was

There was a group of negro men at the junction of Third Alley and the

Main Road.
walked up to the group and spoke to the men who in turn spoke to
opposite the group, having come out of the boat. In a loud voice
told the men that they will strike at Persaud's house.
"I have my friends living there". Jordan told the man to go and

to remove from the house.

/The

They were standing in a group at the Southwestern corner.

One of thL

Jordan
him. We were
| Mr. Jordan

men said

tell his friends

{;’I‘O‘Llp. LR
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The group dispersed and Jordan returned along the Main Street to-
wards the Market. Myself and Singh returned in the boat to Mr. Bholai Singh's
place and we told kim what took place. (The house of which Jordan spoke was

at Third Alley and was owned by one Porsaud) .

The next day, Friday 22nd May, 1964, at about 10 a.m. I went back
at Third Alley. I stocd in front of Persaud's house for nearly half an hour
and whilst there I saw negro tenants who were living in the said house removing
therefrom. On the morning of the 23rd (Saturday) at about 5 a.m. I saw flames
in the direction of Third Alley. From what I overheard Persaud's house was
burnt.

On Monday 25th May, 1964, at around 6 a.m. whilst I was at home one
Miriam came and told me that looting was taking place in the market. I was in
my shop at the time. I closed my shop. i went upstairs and saw fires in
several directions. I remained upstairs until about 9 a.m. when I saw & man
name Peters, his brother Lenny, Primo, Sammy and Samuel 'Lifter' and others
whom I know, walking near Mr. Victor Bholai Singh's house. This house is west
of mine. Victor Bholai Singh is a tailor and I heard Primo asked him to open
his door. "Taylor" as Singh is called, opened his door., Primo and all the
others went in the tailor shop and when I saw them coming out, they had raw
cloth and sewn cloth with them. Victor Singh was standing outside and I saw
Primo, Peters, Sammy, Samuel Lifter and others attack Singh with sticks,
broken paling staves and 2" x 3" scantlings. Singh fell on the ground and they
beat him like a snake. - : '

Whilst this beating was going on, I saw the house on fire and a few
moments later I saw his wife and a child run out of the house. In the meantime
Sgt. Roberts of the Volunteer Force, Cpl. Simonds, and two privates came up

from an easterly direction and stopped in front of my house.

The group of men who beat Mr. Singh then dispersed. I went out to
Sgt. Roberts who asked me if I could assist in taking Bholai to the hospital.
I told him he could send for the Police Jeep as I had no conveyance. He said
nothing. Himself and the three others remained by my building. Bholai Singh
was left lying on the ground. I went upstairs when I saw Ramnarace's house on
flame. This house is about thirty rods east of mine. Three negro men were

beating Ramnarace outside in the yard.

Hossanah, an RSPCA man held on to Ramnarace's wife and chucked her
in the toilet which is on the western side of the house. I saw her taking out
a little parcel from the latrine and Hossanah took this away from her. I then
saw Hossanah cut off her hair and along with about three other negro men who

were there, threw her on the ground and there raped her.

I came out of my house and asked Sgt. Roberts to take me to the

station. Myself and wife, my nieces and nephews, and some other men and women
Jwho 1livede...
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who lived around the same arca gathered together and Lieu. Roberts ordered
Cpl. Corriea to take us to the station. He accompanied us to the¢ Police

Station. This was about 10.30 to 1l a.m.

Whilst at the Station one Paul's wife who was also at the the
station told me that her two infant sons were left in the house.| I asked
Sgt. Chalmers to let a policeman accompany me to the house to get the two
children; he told me he had no time with that, "go to Mr. Hobbs!. I went
to Mr. Hobbs and he also told me that he had no time at all. I did not go
to the house for the two children.

At about 11.45 a.m. I left the Station alone and went back to one
mile. I hid myself at Fraser's latrine which is on the opposite|side of the
road from where my house is situvate. I saw members of the volunteer force
standing around my house. Mr. Alphoneo's jeep was parked in front of my shop.
I saw negro men bringing out rum, sugar, rice, flour, milk and various other
articles from my shop and putting them in the jeep. I saw one Badal teke two
chairs of a suite from my home and took them in the direction of his house.

Inniss, Lynch, Sammy, and others who I know well were in the shop drinking rum.

I spent about twenty minutes looking on, after which I escaped back
to the station where I remained until about 1.30 a.m. in the nigﬂt when T

crossed to Mc Kenzie. I left Mc Kenziec on 26/5/64 about 9 a.m. for Georgetown.

The last time I saw my home was about 12.15 on Monday.| I understand

it has been destroyed by fire. I was unable to save any of my property.

(sgd.) Harry D. Seegobin.
2nd June, |1964.
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Present Address: Georgetagwn,
Bush Lot'Village Demergra.
W.C. B/ce. 3rd June, 1964.

Statement of Edward Rajkarran Bissoon.

I lived.at Lot 18, Silvertown, Wismar, Demerara River. I was

employed as an operator at the Demerara Bauxite Company. I allso had a

General Store which was run by my wife and two other employeeﬂ. My business

was housed in the lower flat of a two-storeyed concrete and wooden building,

my property, I value my property and all the stock in my business at approxi-
|

mately $40,000.00.

I resided with my wife and six (6) children in the uPper flat of

the building at Lot 18, Silvertown.

As a result of rumours that two negroes were shot at

Demerara, Wismar was very tense from Friday 22nd May, 1964.

On Monday 25th May, 1964, I opened my store at Silve
7 a.m. I had not been working in the day then as I was on nig

business until around 8 a.m. Myself, wife and one of my emplo;

Buxton, E.C.

rtown at around
ht shift. I did
yees Joycelyn

were in the store. An Indian man and a megro neighbour Miss Martin came in

the store and told us to shut up and go upstairs and hide beca

were beating Indians in the streets and looting the stalls in

I closed the store, and my wife together with the em

gtairs.

1S€ negroes

the market.

ployee went up-

I stood by the side of the building watching to see what was happening.

Suddenly I saw a group of negro men, numbering about|eighty (80)

coming from the direction of the market along the Main Road.

they approached

my premises some of them shouted to me saying "Edward Bissoon we come to take

you today".
to see what they would do. I know some of these men by face
some of the men were strangers not belonging to Wismar. Some
armed with bottles, stones, sticks and iron bars and as they c
my house they started to stone the windows. Some of the men tl
bricks at me but I hid under the step-landing and so I was not

stoning went on for about five minutes.

As the stoning became more rapid I ran upstairs and
and the employee hid +in the middle room. My three other child
Mackenzie High School. The stoning continued I looked through
several times. I saw the police jeep come from a northerly di
stopped in front of my house.
other policemen were in the jeep. All of these policemen came
The crowd which was stoning the house dispersed and disappeare

stopped.

I did not reply as I was afraid, but I continued to gaze at them

t not by nane,
f the men were
e in front of
hrew bottles and

struck. The

ny wife, 3 children
ren were at
the side window

rection and

Asst. Suptd. Hobbs, Sgt. Chalmers and a few

in the yard.
1 when the Jjeep

/Asst, Suptd.....
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Asst. Suptd. Hobbs spoke to me and I took them upstairs. The
police saw the damage to my windows and the bottles, stones and pieces of
wood in my house. I asked Asst. Suptd. Hobbs for protection as I was afrsid
to stay in the house. He said he could not leave policemen as his hands
were tied. He had only 2 few policemen and there were fires all over the
place. When this conversation took place it was around 8,30 a.m. Himself and
gll the -other policemen then left my house. One policeman remained on the

road patrolling and all the others went away with the jeep.

During this time I saw about eight houses on fire and several
Indians werc being beaten by negro men towards the hill. About 25 rods
south of my house, I saw an Indian woman whose husband is called Solomon,

being beaten by a negro man. I do not know the negro man.

I then spoke to the policeman whom I know by face, and he advised
me to send my family to Mc Kenzie. Acting on the advice, I took my wife,
g8ix children (the three had returned from school in the meantime) and the
employee to a farm boat and sent my wife and children to Mc Kenzie. I re-
turned to the building. It was about 10 a.m. when I sent my family over to
Mc Kenzie.

I went in the building and suddenly heard stoning again. I looked
out and saw Hakim's Hotel was on fire. Shaniseer's house was also on fire.
I.ran out of my house end went to my neighbour De Franca house, I peeped
through a hole and saw Clifford John, Leslie Cort, one Boogie (a collector
for Chapman's launch) breaking my backdoor with iron rail. This was the
door to the store. At this time I saw about 4 policemen and about 12 men of

the Volunteer Force standing on the front main road.

John, Cort and Boogie broke down the door and started to loot.
There were many people of negro descent on the main road at this time. A
policeman shouted at John, Cort and Boogie to leave those things and get out
from there. By this time the crowd rushed in the yard and started to loot
also. I then saw Asst. Suptd. John Lashley and some other policemen break
through my paling and came to the back. They fired about eight to ten shots
with their revolvers. I came out of the building where I was hiding and the

looters ran away taking many things with them.

Detectives Griffith and "Roby" were standing with their revolvers
near the house. I went up and asked them if they can't save the stock and
building. Another policeman came up with a rifle and told the two detectives
"we should a shoot these people long ago". The two detectives said nothing
to this, but advised me to leave and go'over to Demba to seek shelter. 1
told them I could not go to Demba as the crowd there might beat me. I re-
quested to go to the station and the two detectives took me tq the station
and left me there. I remained at the stabion where I went between 1.30 and

2 pem. until 7 p.m. when the soldiers and police took us across to Mc Kenzie
' /trade schooleeesss
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trade school. Next morning I took the boat and came to Georgetown. I later
became re~united with my family at Bush Lot, W.C. B/ce.

I have not gone back to Wismar. it about 3 Psl. ON 35/5/64, I saw
my building on fire and people see that my property was destroyed by fire.

I saved nothing at all from my home or business.

(sgd.) Edward Bissoon| 3.6.64.

Note: At about 11.30 whilst at the station, I saw when the police
bring Hansraj Paul to the Station and handed his gun td

Sgt. Chalmers. At this time, Hansraj Paul's house was not

on fire.

per H.D. Seegobin.
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Alima Khan states:

Mr present address is 64 Robb & King Streets, Georgetown.

at the '"Valley of Years', Wismar, Demerara itiver,

I am a houst

e, 1964.

I lived
ewife and

had five children prior to Monday 25th May, 1964, I lived with my husband

and children in our own house at the Valley of Tears,

On Monday 18th May, 1964, (the Monday before the troubles

a negro man by name of Johnson known as Ishmael, a muslim came

for my father who is Mowzam (caretaker) of the Muslim Church a

This was about 10 a.m.

took place)
and asked me

t Wismar,

I told him that my father was out and had gone to

Georgetown. He told me that there would be riot but Mowzam ho?se would not

be burned, and he didn't know why Mowzam left and went away.

I experienced no other similar story during the week., On

of Monday 25th May, 1964, at 3.20, we were suddenly awakened b

explosion. I shouted and ran cut of the house with my ehildre
fire blazing under the house and I assisted in putting out the
throwing water from a nearby tank. The fire was put out and o
underside of the flooring was scorched. I saw no one at the t
explosion. I went back in the house and found that the house |
smell like that from gasolene vapours. The smell was choking.

out all the windows tc¢ let the vapours cut.

Many negroes were living around the place and when I was

out the fire, none of them gave us a hand.

About fifteen minutes after the explosion at my house, I

explosion, the sound of which came from the direction of Nirgi
which is about thirty rods from my house. I then heard Nirgin

loudly. I know his voice very well. I did not leave my house
him but at about 6¢30 a.m. I spoke to him opposite my gap and

that his house was bcmbed.

At 7 a.m. after my husband had left for work, I went to {1
Station at Wismar, and I made a report to the Police, I spakﬁ

policeman and I would be able to recognise him if I see him,

Whilst at the 8tation I heard that Indians were beaten ar

the morning
y & loud

ne I saw
flames by
hly the

ime of the
was full of

I opened

helping to put

heard another

n's house

screamed
to go to
he told me

he rolice

to a fat

1l shops and

the market were being looted. I therefore remained at the St

tion until

at 11 a.m. when I asked the police to take me home to see my c¢hildren.

Three policemen accompanied me to my homee When I got there
house burnt down.
I was in a police jeep with three policemen;j

children Ishmael coming from school, and I called him to the j

saw the

I screamed and fainted and when I regained|consciousness

at this time I saw one of my

2EP.
The «.s.



The police then brought myself and my son to the station., I remained at
the station right into the night when I was taken across the river to

McKenzie,
I saw none of my other children on that night,

I did not recover any of my property or household effects. I average
my total loss at about $30,000400.

Whilst I was at McKenzie during the said Monday night at about 10.30,
I learnt from one Father Pink that my son Richard Khan was killed at Wismar,
On the morning of Thursday 28th May, 1964, I saw his dead body at Lyken's
Funeral 2arlour. He was buried on the Thursday afterncon at the La
Repentir cemetery. I also heard that my husband was beaten and he is in

the McKenzie Hospital. I have not seen him again up to now.

Her Mark
&5
Alimg Khan.
Witness ..

Bibi Badorae
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Present Address:

64 Robb & King Streets, Georgetown
Georgetown Demerara
. 4th June

Statement of Hassan Khan,

, 1964,

I am eight years old and used to attend Wismar Primary

School (St. Aidan's Anglican).
lived with my parents Inshan Khan and Alima Khan
of Tears, Wismar, Demerara River.

On the day when there was trouble at Wlsman
I was at home. I only go to afternoon sessions o
there is & shift system at the School. In the mo
father left for work at the Guest House and my mo|
for the police station, I had already drmnk tea,
and my Riohard who is bigger than me were at home
brothers were out.

While at home, I saw a large crowd of negro
from the road into our year.
of them. They were Kaga, Cedric, Neville, Franci
Three of these Kasa, Francis and Edward are broth
them for a long time, Kasa, Cedric, Francis and

I was in First Standard. I
at the Valley

(a Monday)
f school as
rming my
ther left

Myself
. My Other

men coming

Among the men I know (5) five

s and Edward.
ers. / I know
Edward live

on the hill slope, and Neville lives at the bottom of the hill.

If T see them again I can pick them out.

My brother locked up the house.,
doors were locked.
glass windows.
door leading into my daddy's bedroom,

The men bricked the house and

I heard the men breaking the door.
I see Kasa come inside the house. I saw him with
and he threw out gasolene from the bucket on the
smelt the gasolene. He.lighted @& match and threw
floor. I then saw fire on the floor. He then ru
house, Ritchie ran out of the house by the backd
remained hiding under the bed. A little while af]

ran out of the house, I hear Kasa say "You know me."

was Kasa speaking because I recognised his voice.

I then came out from under the bed and went
through the backdoor, Ritchie then told Kasa "Yeg
you", I then saw Kasa lashed Ritchie with a stic
head and Ritchie fell down. Kasa, Cedric, Nevill
Edward and one set of the men then beat Ritchie.

Every my lash my brother received he called

The dooxr

A1l the windows and

burst all the

I hid under the bed and Ritchie stood by the

epened and
a bucket
floor. 1
it on the
n out of the
oor, and I
ter Ritchie
I know

peeping
s I know
k on his
e, Francis,

for me

'!IJeff 'II
towards Nirgin's house,
the house.,
because the backstep was also on fire.

I left Ritchie lying on the ground and I ra
the backgate towards the ball-field. I then ran
to my grand-mother's house,
not see my grand-mother, Her house is in Leeting
ran out of the Alley and headed for the boat-land
running from the Alley @& black woman slapped me 0

On my way I met two East Indian boys and on
is Ritchie's friend asked me for Ritchie, I told
beat up Ritchie and burn up the house, I begged
me across the River and they took me in a boat.

/ off

The house was locked

After they beat him they went through the back gate
By this time the fire was blazing in
I jumped through the window in my father's bedroom,

n through
down the hill
up and I did
's Alley. I
ing whilst
nmny jaw,

e of them who

him that they
them to carry

When I came

at
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off at Mackenzie, I went by Watooka and I asked the teacher
at our church to carry me to my father. He put me on a man's
motor-bike and the man (an East Indian fellew) took me to my
father. I met my father on the road by the hills and I told
him what happened. : :

" My father took me to a Mr, Alli and told me to stay there.
After my father left, I spent sometime at Alli's:'house and in
the afternoon after sunset a launch took myself and Alli's
family to a whiteman's house where we spent part of the night.
During the said night & jeep took us from the house to the
Trade 'School where I met my mother. '

: | (Sgd.j Hassan Khan'
4!6 064

Withess: Bibi Badora.



. before, and in the morning from about 8 a.m,.

[Main Road
and others
were on
the

- men jumped up on the shed over the shop front and

Kitty

COPY

Present Address:
61, Public Road, Georgetown,

Demerara,

5th Jupe, 1964.

Statement of Tribhuwan Prashad

I am a businessman and lived at 145 Silvert
Demerara River, with my wife and five children, a
and an adopted son. I owned & two-storeyed concr
building. I lived in the upper flat and carried
which consisted of a spirit shop, grocery, parlou
dry-goods and patent medicines in the lower flat,
property at 14 Silver City Wismar. This consiste

storeyed concrete and wooden building and a bater

front two-storeyed building was tenanted.
vacant,

own, Wismar,
grandchild
cte and wooden
ny business

r, hardware,

I alsc owned
d of a two~-

's shop. The

The baper's shop was

On the morning of Monday 25th May 1964 I opened my

business at around 6.30 a.m., and did sales until

about 9 a.m.

There were fires and explosions at Wismar since the night

explosions.
followed by flames. I also saw negroes who were
Indian houses removing their belongings.
about 9 a.m, I closed all my business, put up my
repaired upstairs.

I locked all the windows in the upper flat
the three doors which give exit out of the house,
wife, daughter aged about twenty-one years, four
grandchild and the adopted son were in the house,
daughter-in-law was also there.

I again heard
On looking out I saw smoke in various directions.

living in

I became afraid and

shutters and

and closed
Myself,
sons, &

| My

I saw crowds of negro men and women walking in groups on

the Railway road.
in the direction of the explosions.
in the nouse during the day.

gap. They were standing there,
one of the Volunteers fire a shot in the air,
through the window.
prevent the crowd from coming to my premises.

After the shot was fired I saw the crowd
direction. As the crowd approached my property
moved in the direction of the crowd. The crowd
twenty rods away. I told my wife that "like the
here" meaning the crowd.

There were about (300) three hundred person
negro descent, in the crowd., As the crowd was ab
rods away some of the people were on the/old Rail
A voice from the crowd shouted "Persaud ah cane,
me wha ah want I gon let you lone." In the crowd
some people belonging to Wismar, There was Patri

I continued to hear explosiong and see fires
Myself and flamily remained

At about 4,30 p.m, I saw three Volunteers in front of my

A few minutes lgter, I saw

I was looking

I felt glad because I felt that they would

At this time I
saw a crowd to the north of my premises about fifity(50) rods
away .

oving in my

e Volunteers
as then about
fellas coming

s, all of

out three
way Road.
if you give

I recognised
ck Lall, John

Caesar, Seaton Grant known as Cheddi, Bemes Mercuries and

others whom I can recogniset¥y face.
of the crowd and I saw him cc.e to my gap.

It was about 5 p.m.
I saw none of the Volunteers around.

The crowd was convergi

house. Onse

Bangemary was at the head

ng on the
of the negro
with something

looking like an iron rod broke open the glass windows to the

front of the upper flat of the house,
of the broken windows and came in the house.
this man.

house also.

He jumped
Id

through one
o not know

Immediately after, about two others came in the

/ The eese
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The one with the iron rod was threatening me, and demanding
money. He pushed his hand in my pocket and took out the days
sales money which I had with me. The others were taking away
the jewellery from my wife, daughter, daughter-in-law and grand
daughter. This took place in a passageway in the house.

During this time I heard explosions downstairs. The men
then rensacked the house and I saw one of them take a clock,
and another took one of my son's camera and they went out of
the house through the back door, One of the men came back in
the house and gave me about four lashes with the flat side of
a cutlass; and dragged me to & window and told me "look there
you see what's happening." I saw smoke @nd so I told him
It's fire. He said "you going to be roasted alive in here
today". He also lashed my wife and sons with the broadside
of .the cutlass. He was not one of those who came in before.

He then demanded money. I gave him a $20,00 note which I

had in another pocket., He ran downstairs.

I then went through the backdoor with all my family in »
an escape bid. Whilst coming down the steps, I saw a negro
man with & bottle of liquid to which was attached & wick. He
1it the wick and smashed the bottle against the wall downstairs.
After the bottle broke, the fire went out

We took nothing from the house. I broke the back fence
and escaped through the neighbour's yard - (A Mrs. Elizebeth
Clarke). My daughter, grand-daughter and daughter-in-law went
ahead of myself, wife and sons, I spent about two minutes in
Mr, Clarke's toilet as the fellow that beat us told me to go
and hide in there., My wife was with me. I then took my wife
through Mrs, Clarke's yard inmto the back street and there I sawd
my sons., I then checked to see if all of us were together, I
missed the girls. My eldest son volunteered to go and see what
happened. Himself (Kawal) and another son Balmakund and the
adopted son Kenneth, went tack to check for the firls whilst
myself and two other sons left for Silver City.

It was already getting dark as we approached Silver City,
I noticed fires in that direction, so myself and wife went to
the Police Station.,

At the Station I saw many Indian people and also Negroesd
in the compound. I spoke to Asst. Suptd Hobbs inquiring about
my children., I also told him what happened to my house. He
said I must make a report to an Indian Police Constable who was
in the Station: I did so, and the Constable wrote it down in
a book.

I made further inquiries about my children who were left
behind. About two hours after, whilst still at the Station
I heard that my grand-daughter was in the guard room, I went
there and saw her., Later the said night we were taken across
the River to Demba Trade School.

I did not see my oldest son, daughter and daughter-in-
law that night. I made investigations and discovered that all
three were injured and were in the licKenzie Hospital. The
next day I saw them on board the Barima whilst coming to
Georgetown. They were in stretchers.. The boy could have
walked. I also saw, on the morning of Tuesday 26th May 1964,
that my property was completely destroyed by fire. I also
saw that my property at Silver City was destroyed by fire, I
was unable to save.any personal belongings whatsoever, I
estimated my total loss -at approximately $79,500,00

(Sgd.) Tribhuwan Prashad
Known as Thomas Prashad
5/6/64.
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Tribhuwan Prashad further states: On Wednesday 2
1964, I gave a statement to the Police at Brickdal
Station. Due to the state of shock in which I wa
possible that I may not have stated everything to
Police which I give in the above statement. I fo
tell them that I had property at Silver City and
valuation which I gave was much lower, because I
taken everthing I possessed into account to make
valuation,

7th May
n Police
5, 1t 1is
the
rget to
t he
had not
the

(Sgd,) T. Prashad.
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Walter Narine of 248 Silvertown Wismar states:-

1 am now staying at Enmore at my father-in-1]
married to Ramkumarie and my wife is in the hospi
seven children. They are with me at Emmore. I d
at 248 Silvertown. The house was burnt down on
25th May. On Friday 22nd May my house was bombe
Lashley who was near by came to see what were the
11.45, He looked around to see if there was oth
found none. Before P.C. Lashley came, I found t
bomb and threw it outside. The bomb had about 1
Lashley took it away to the station. He came ba
2 a.n, with the Sergeant with one more policeman
members of the volunteer force. They said "Nari
watch. The Inspector also came. They all went
and inspected it. They told me that Bacchus the
also bombed and he was injured and his family., 1
Sergeant to leave a soldier to watch, He told me
were not enough to watch. They went away.

Saturday and Sunday nothing happened to my &
other places were being bombed and burnt. I kept
and day.

On Sunday night I kept watch. On three occa
approached my house, with objects in their hands.
turmed on the lights and each time they got away.
these occasions, the persons came from the house

On Monday my children went to school. I sta
did not go to work. It was my day off. I unders
Were beating people. I saw house on the hill beil
people being beaten up. I could not tell who was
but I could see that people of Indian discent werx
Upe

I saw one girl being raped. Children were b
children,

At about 6.30 I went across to Jonesmy neigh
My wife

2 childn
One was at her girlfriends who

however forced myself into his bathroom.
our children also were in the bathroom.
the trade school.
till next morning.

I saw Hope, Tyle, Babb and Harris going into
They 1lit the house and stood there to out the nei
house if it should catch afire. They 1it it abou
before it caught. A big gathering came and they
neighbour house, This was about 8 - 9 p.m. Next
came out took my cycle which was not burnt and we
Police Station. P.C. Lashley came with me with a
the wife and family and a few belongings which we
took us to the station., We crossed the river and

bour,
said I cannot stay here because he would be beaten up.

law, I am

tal. I have

wned a house

onday night
P.C.

matter at

r bombs. We
e original
1b cast iron.
k about

and three

e we keeping

into the house
butcher was

told the
that there

jouse but

guard night

ssions persons
Each time I
On one of
opposite me.
yed home. I
tood they

ng burnt and

being beaten
e being beaten

eating up

Jones
I

and 4 of

en were at
kept her

my house.,
ghbour's

t three times
out the
morning I

nt to the

jeep and took
salvaged and
came to town

by the first boat Tuesday morning, I had a motor
put under Jones house. I left it there., No, is
Triumph. The battery is left at Thoma&s' house.
radio, machine, gold smith mill and sheet mill,
tools. They were all d estroyed.

(Sgd.) Walter Nar

5/6/64.
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Made at Georgetown
6th June, 1964.

Statement of Hansraj alsc known as Hansraj Paul of Lot 4 McDoon
Village, formerly of Lot 3 Sectiom C, Christianburg, Wismar.

I wes the proprietor of a dry goods store at Wismar. I lived upstairs
and carried on the business at the bottom flat of the same building. On
Monday 25th May, 1964, I was at my business I saw the people béating up
Indians ¢:. the street. A member of the volunteer force approached me and
asked if I would like to go to the Police Station and I told him yes. He
wes accompenied by two persons and he teld me to get set by the time he
returned. Myself, my two sons, two daughters-—in-law and onc son-in-law

shut up my place and went along with the volunteer, I took my gun and I

gave it to the officer and we all went along to the Police Station, In the
station I asked for my gun and he told me he gave it to the sergeant. The
sergeant confirmed thet he had the gun then. My brother, who runa launch
service from Georgetown to Wismar was then with his launch and we all
joined him at his launch. I returned to the Police Station but the officer
was not there as a result I did not get to collect my gun. I left Wismar
around 8,00 p.m, on Monday. I was informed later that my hoﬁs was burnt

down.

(Sdg.) Hansraj knowl_l as
Hansraj Yaul.




Georgetpwn,
Demerara.
6th June, 1964,

Statement of Kawal Prashad

My present address is 73 Seafarth Street, Cambellville, ELC. Demerara.

I lived at 145, Silvértcwh, Wismar, Demerara River with my father Tribhuwan
Prashad. I was a stall-holder in the Wismar Market up to the 25th May, 1964. I

am married., My wife's name is Sheile Prashad,

During the night of Sunday 24th May, 1964, I saw two houses afire in the
direction of Christianburg. I saw the first fire at about 7.10 p.m. and the other
between 10.00 to 10.30 psm. I did not leave house to go out and see what was
happening.

On the following morning (Monday 25th May, 1964) at about 7 o'clock I

left house and went to the Wismar market which is about a quarter %f a mile north

of my home. I opened my stall and did business until about 8 a.m.| Around this

time an Indian man came to my stall and told me that they were bearing up all the

road outside.

coolie people on the road. About tem minutes later a crowd of about 50 or 60
negro men, women and children came running into the market from t:L

They were chasing some Indian women and children. I was now standing outside of
my stall and the crowd was near to my stalls I know some of the negroes in the
crowd by seeing them before.

The crowd surrounded twe Indian women, one named Enid, i know thé other
one but not by name. Two negro men from the crowd then cuffed the:wumen about
their faces and‘bodiese I was also surrounded by the crowd but they did me
nothing. A negro man took two liays (60) eggs from off my counter, after in
answer to his question I told him I was selling them at 10 (ten) c;nts each. He
said "Ah taking these"., He went away with them.

After the two negro men had cuffed the women, the crowd éased off and

|
left the market. The two women also left the market. I was very frightened
and so I closed up my stall at about half past eight. I left for £ome, walking,

I got home about 9 a.m. The house was locked up all around., I spoke

to my father of what had taken place in the market, and from then on I remained
|
in doors. During the day, I saw crowds milling around the area and from about
: | .

ten a.m. I saw fires in various directions.

At about 2 p.me a cfowd of about 200 men, women and children gathered
on the road in front of the house. I saw some of the men with a cartom of Bank's
Beer from which they were drinking. A few of them pelted the empt% bottles on
the top of our house and one of them said in a loud voice: "Ah here we coming
next", A little while after the crowd moved in a northerly direction without
attacking anyone. About half an hour later, I saw the house of on|b Bissoon
on fire. This house is about one hundred and fiffy (150) rods north of our house.

/K. wens
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A large crowd was gathered in front of the house. I could have seen persons

from the crowd pelting the house,

Whilst Bissoon's hcuse was burning I saw a negro man wearing a black
rain coat and IlacKpabts camz into the yard north of my house. The owner of that
property is Mrs. Clarke, He weub through Mrse Clarke's yard to the back and was
peeping around. He came out of the yard sometime later and went in the direction
of the crovd. -

Frcem about 2,20 %o about 4.30 p.m., I saw two other fires between
Bissoon's house and our house, At about 4.30 p.m. the crowd began to gather in
front of cur house. A negro men from the crowd, the very man who I earlier saw
enter Mrs. Clarke's yaxd wearing a black rain coat, jumped on the shed in front
of the shop which is carried on by my father in the lower flat of our house. He
opened one of our froﬁt windows, peeped in the house and shouted to the crowd
saying "Taey inside". The man then jumped down from the shed. I kept looking
at the crowc_i..- I.n the house, were myself, wife, father, mother, three brothers,

an adopted boy, sister and a niece.

Cne of my brothers Delmgkund called me to the back of the house, When
I got to the back door I saw the very negro man on the shed breaking down
Miss Bacchus' paling which is south.of our house. I stood on the platform.:The
man said "All you ccme oub and go to the station". I asked him "who gon carry
me", He said "Come ard go with the ]E?Otf:liﬁagag‘};?& ﬁe'kgl&?(‘ie "E’.'I‘zl‘ﬁe;y}; ]:i‘ev%urﬁgers“.
crowd", He turr;ed avey while I remained on the platform. About two minutes
after, he returned with an iron bar and came up the back steps. I went in the
house and closed th_e back door. My fa.ther: and the others were in the front
portion of tﬁe house.

The man started to begt down the door and he succeeded in breaking
it. He came in the houses I also heard noise coming from the front of the
shop as though they were breaking the doors. The negro man demanded money
and jewellry. He pulled out two rings from my finger, took money out of my
'pocke't and did the same thi.ng with the others in the house.

About six other negro rﬁen came in the house and one of them picked

up a cutlass and sterted to beat me with the broadside. He also beat my

mother and father and demanding money. The others ransacked the house.

I mm_a,ged to pass out my wife, sister, niece and two small ones
through the back dcér and Ils-ent them through the paling to Mrs. Clarke., I
smelt smoke ‘I:oming from downstairs _af the same time. The man who had
broadsided me came up and teat me again with the cutlass until I got in the
house. He ran downstairs and came back in the house with a gin bottle with-
liquid inside, He went into my father's bedroom and threw the liquid against
the wall and on the floor and set it afire. He broke up some decorations on

 the wall, /The
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The house began to get hot and I sensed that there was

stairs, I forced my mother out of the house and my father came qu

Cutside, the crowd was still in fromt of the shop.
Caesar and DeWeever known as German with raw cloth in their hands.

When I came

these through the passageway to the back of the yard.
step, Banga Mary was by the front gate.

I went through the paling when a negro man said "Go in 't

‘and hide", A

I took them out and passed them out into the backstreet,

My father and mother went in Mrs. Clarke's toilet.
On the

I missed my wife, sister and niece. I walked around the cross str

fire down-

t also,

I saw John

They took
down the

he toilet
little later

back street

eet in search

for my wife and sister. I asked some of the people in the crowd for them. One
Quaming said he saw my wife and sist'er but grunted a "hem".

I walked in the crowd and saw a mob by the river side eLust of our
house. I went there and saw that my wife and sister were on the ground being
raped by two negro men. A crowd of about one hundred was standing around. It
was about 6 p.m. A womsn in the crowd shouted "Is na he wife d:rht. I did not
answer. I saw one Hodge (Kenneth) kick my wife. After the woman| had spoken

the crowd moved off a little, and some of the men '—li'ftec.i my wife
tossed them in the river. I went in deeper in the river to rescug
crowd started to pelt us with bottles and brickss We swam deeper

out until aboub mid streame A boab was passing at the same time.

By the

in the boat a negro man from the crowd which was on the bank swam

being paddled by one Stracey and myself and wife got in.

.d sister and
them. The
and deeper

It was

time we got

in the river

and held on to my sister and took her back to the western bank., My sister was

left with the crowd on the western shore, whilst Stracey took myst

towards the eastern shore. 1 saw a hostile crowd on the McKenzie

1f and wife

side also,

so I asked Mr, Mohabir who was in an outboard in the river to take myself and

wife to McKenzie hospital.
We met a doctor as soon as we came out from the landing and he

the hospital. |

This was about 7.30 p.m.

About half an hour later I saw my sister in the said hospital.

was lying on a bed. I also saw my niece in the same hospital duri

night. All of us were in the same room. I did not see my father,

brothers for that night, We remained in the hospital during the n
following morning about 6430 we left the hospital for Georgetown g
M,V. Barima.

I have not returned since to Wismar and have lost all my

at home. I do not know what happened to the stall in the mariket.

I estimate my total loss at approximately $5,500.00.

(Sgd.) Kawal P
6/6/64.,
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73 se&forth t S'tc y

Campbellville,
‘E.C. Dem.

I the undersigned was a tenant of a house at 145 Silvertéwn W/r which

was complétely destroyed by fire on the 25th of May 1964 and give the

following undérmentioned as my approximate lost

One (1) Only 10-12 Archimedes Motor

One (1)
One (1)
One (1)
Two (2)
One (1)

n

n

n

n

"

Silver Balli Batteaux 22 ft x 4!

Coil Spring Bed and Mattress
Safe

.Tables $32.00 & 18.00

Vanity Case 3 piece glass

4 Four pillows

2 Valor 0il Stove (l_ new)

1 Corn Mill

Comﬁlete Set of Kitchen utencils

Clothing for -myself and wife, shoes etc.

Groceries etc. etc. vhich was stocks for my

shop in the Wismar Market -

One wrist watch cash & jewelery etc.

I am yours affectionate

(Sgd.) Kawal Prashad

$ ¢
550 .* 00
200 00,
80 00

20 00

50 00
145 00
10 00

38 00
8 00,

" 140 00
475 00
3,375 00
540 00
85,631 0