
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

12 May 1998

Dear John,

I was pleased to learn that the proposed joining
of UNA and BCUN is confirmed. I want to send my
congratulations and thanks for your leadership in
bringing this about. I believe the new organization
will be a strong one as each has programmes that
complement the other in important and useful ways.
Education and advocacy, grassroots programmes, policy
studies and outreach to business leaders -- all are
essential and do much to inform citizens across the
country about United Nations issues.

This merger will position UNA/BCUN to meet the
21st century renewed and reinforced and will, without
doubt, assist the United Nations in critical ways to
achieve its goals.

Please convey my sincere thanks to your Board
Members and staff. I look forward to working with you
closely in the future.

Wi^h warm regards.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. John Whitehead
Chairman
United Nations Association
of the United States of America
New York
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12 May 1998

I was pleased to learn that the proposed joining
of UNA and BCUN is confirmed. I want to send my
congratulations and thanks for your leadership in
bringing this about. I believe the new organization
will be a strong one as each has programmes that
complement the other in important and useful ways.
Education and advocacy, grassroots programmes, policy
studies and outreach and involvement of business
leaders -- all are essential and do much to inform
citizens across the country about United Nations
issues.

This merger will position UNA/BCUN to meet the
21st century renewed and reinforced and will, without
doubt, assist the United Nations in critical ways to
achieve its goals.

Please convey my sincere thanks to your Board
Members and staff. I look forward to working with you
closely in the future.

With warm regards

Yours si-ncerely,

Kof i nnan

Mr. Dick Voell
Chairman
Business Council for the United Nations
New York
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The Secretary-General

Mr. S. Iqbal Riza
Chef de Cabinet

Gillian Martin Sorense:

Merger Between the United Nations Association of the United States
of America (UNA-USA)/Business Council for the United Nations (BCUN)

12 May 1998

You may be interested to know that the long discussed merger between
UNA-USA and BCUN is going to happen. Agreement has been reached between
John Whitehead, Chairman, UNA-USA, and Dick Voell, Chairman of BCUN.
Both Boards will meet in the next few weeks to ratify this step. Accord on several
difficult issues relating to combining and clarifying leadership, fundraising and
accountability has been settled. This will dispel competition and confusion in the
public mind about the two organizations.

Whether it is a "merger" or a friendly takeover (by UNA of BCUN)
depends on who you talk to — but the result is very positive: one stronger, unified
organization that combines grassroots programmes, local chapters across the
country, policy studies, education and advocacy and strong relations and outreach
to the business world including the cross-country speaking trips for Permanent
Representatives and United Nations officials. In brief, it combines the best of
both organizations.

You might wish to send a note to John Whitehead and Dick Voell. I attach a
draft, for your consideration.




