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Note to the Deputy Secretary-General 

SECRETARY-GENERAL'S MESSAGES FOR THE CONFERENCES OF THE 
IDGH CONTRACTING PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON CERTAIN 

CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS, ITS AMENDED PROTOCOL II AND 
PROTOCOLV 

1. Attached please find for your review and approval, one draft message of the 
Secretary-General addressed to all of the three Conferences of the High Contracting 

_____ . Parties to the Convention on Certain Conventional Weagon��CW), i.e. the Seventh . -····-··· _ ··-·-· _ 

Conference of the High Contracting Parties to Protocol V, the Fifteenth Annual 
Conference of the High Contracting Parties to Amended Protocol II, and the Meeting of 
High Contracting Parties to the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons, which 
will be held in Geneva from 11 to 15 November 2013. 

2. In previous years, three separate messages were delivered to the three conferences, 
respectively. This year, in the spirit of efficiency, one message will be delivered to all of 
the three conferences on 11 November 2013 at the opening of the Seventh Conference of 
the High Contracting Parties to Protocol V. 

3. The draft text has been consulted with relevant United Nations departments, 
agencies , funds and programmes through the Inter-Agency Coordination Group on Mine 
Action. 

Angela Kane 
7 November 2013 
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DRAFT 

MESSAGE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE CONFERENCES OF THE 

HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON CERTAIN 

CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS AND ITS PROTOCOLS 

I am pleased to send my greetings to the Seventh Conference of the High Contracting Parties to 
Protocol V, the Fifteenth Annual Conference of the High Contracting Parties to Amended 
Protocol II, and the Meeting of the High Contracting Parties to the Convention on Certain 
Conventional Weapons. 

As we mark the 30th anniversary of the entry into force of the Convention, I underscore that the 
humanitarian principles embodied by the Convention are timeless, unaffected by technological 
transformation, new developments in wea_RO!!__technol.Qgies,_ strategi� securi!Y_ realignment§.:t..2!__ ____________ _ 

new ways of waging war. I am pleased that the High Contracting Parties have thus far succeeded 
in preserving these virtues. 

The horrendous impact posed by explosive remnants of war even long after hostilities have 
ended is wholly unacceptable. These weapons continue to harm people, can impede the return of 
refugees and displaced persons, and undermine development. Preventing the occurrence of ER W 
must be at the forefront of the work carried out under Protocol V. For this reason I welcome the 
efforts· undertaken to further clarify the understanding of the requirements of recording and 
transferring information on the use and abandonment of explosive ordnance. In this regard, I 
would like to acknowledge the work carried out by the International Committee of the Red Cross 
on Article 4. 

Another important element of Protocol V's efforts to prevent the occurrence ofERW is on 
generic preventive measures. Although this work is highly technical and often sensitive, I urge 
High Contracting Parties to continue to consider how to ensure that all countries understand the 
necessity of effective controls over the management of ammunition. 

Landmines, booby-traps and other explosive devices are among the most pernicious weapons 
used in armed conflicts. For its part, the United Nations will continue to support efforts towards 
their complete elimination. Amended Protocol II is an essential element of this process. I 
welcome the on-going work at addressing the challenges of affected States in dealing with the 
prevalent use ofiEDs. The humanitarian toll resulting from these devices will only increase in 
the future as it seems to be a weapon of choice for many armed groups. Efforts at developing 

------best-practiees-to--address-the-diversion-or-illicit-use-ofmaterials-that-could-be-used-for-IEB�-------

should be strengthened. So too, should efforts to engage with those actors that use IEDs in order 
to seek their improved compliance with international humanitarian law. 

I have constantly conveyed profound consternation over the atrocious humanitarian impact of 
using explosive weapons in populated areas. Whilst different technical features dictate their 
precision and the scale of their explosive effect, these weapons generally create a zone of blast 
and fragmentation within which further discrimination is not possible. This makes their use in 



populated areas highly problematic . I appeal to the High Contracting Parties to seriously consider 
this issue in a more focused manner. 

Rapid technological advancement has brought the international community to reflect upon the 
issue of lethal autonomous robotics or autonomous weapons systems. I encourage you to further 
engage in interactive dialogue on all aspects of this issue, including on new and emerging 
weapons and their technologies, to better understand the potential humanitarian impact these 
weapons may pose and to consider the implications of their use in the context of international 
humanitarian law and the Convention. Moreover, I urge once again the High Contracting Parties 
to continue to explore avenues for ensuring anti-vehicle mines no longer harm civilians, impede 
the delivery ofhunianitarian aid, or obstruct social and economic development. 

The United Nations continues to fully support the implementation of this important instrument of 
international humanitarian law. Please accept my best wishes for a successful week of 

----·conferences�--- - - --- - - -- - ------ ----- ---- - -· -·- - ·-· ----- ·----


