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Dear Mr. Barenboim, 

It is my great pleasure to invite you to serve as one of my Messengers of 
Peace and to join me in expanding awareness about the United Nations and our 
work towards progress in four priority areas- peace and security, climate change, 
the Millennium Development Goals, and human rights. 

Over the past decade, United Nations Messengers of Peace, a select group 
of prominent individuals appointed by the Secretary-General, have generously 
volunteered to raise public awareness abo�t the Organization and the challenges 
and opportunities that we collectively face. 

I am convinced you would be a persuasive and powerful Messenger of 
Peace given your role as the co-founder of the East-West Divan Orchestra, and 
your efforts to promote peace and tolerance through the shared language of music. 

I hope you would agree to join me as a United Nations Messenger of 
Peace and to contribute to our efforts to create a more peaceful and secure world 
where human rights are universally respected. 

I enclose, for your information, the Terms of Reference for the United Nations 
Messengers of Peace Programme. 

Mr. Daniel Barenboim 

Berlin 

Yours sincerely, 
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II 
U ITED NATIONS MESSENGERS OF PEACE PROGRAMME 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 

The United ations has a tradition of enlisting th9 volunteer services and support of prominent 
individuals from th 1 worlds of art, sport, literature and 9ntertainment to highlight priority issues and to 
draw attention to its activities. The Secretary-General has invited a number of high profile individuals 
to serve as Messen ers ofPeace for a period of three years. These prominent individuals contribute to 
United Nations eff�rs to raise awareness of the aims, o}?jectives and priorities of the Organization, to 
convey messages aiJout its activities and to extend its prtblic outreach. 

Role of Messengers of Peace 

Messengers o Peace may, at the invitation or request of a the Secretary-General or UN Office, 
engage in public ad ocacy; fundraising where authorizd:l and in accordance with the applicable 
regulations, rules, policies and procedures of the United

1
Nations and in public awareness activities. 

They may participaJe in certain United Nations events al!ld visit United Nations operations in the field. 

I Terms of Reference 

Unit Nations ressengers of Peace are expected to: 

• Respect the impartiality and independence of the United Nations and to refrain from any 
cond ct that would adversely reflect on t�e United Nations; 

• Refr1in from any activity incompatible with the purposes and principles of the United 
Nations; 

• Exer�ise good judgment and discretion in all matters relating to the performance of their 
functfons for the United Nations; 

1 

• Obta:lrn guidance on their specific activities from the Head of the relevant UN Office, 
and/ a staff assigned to liaise with them. 

• Be k owledgeable about United Nations goals and be able to articulate them. 

Conditions of S1ervice 

Messengers o Peace shall be designated for a peri<Od of three years, renewable, based on mutual 
agreement by the paries on the basis of satisfactory fulfillment of the role and their demonstrated 
interest in continuin the relationship. 

Messengers o Peace shall not be paid a salary, alttlough a symbolic payment of $1 per year or 
equivalent may be �anted to them. Messengers ofPeacr may be given travel and daily subsistence 
allowances when they are traveling on behalf of the United Nations, funding permitting. 
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When on of� · ial travel or p��forming se�ic�s f�� the Unite? Natio�s, Me�se?gers ofPe�ce are 

considered as hav1 g the status of Expert on MissiOn ifor the Umted Natwns w1thm the meanmg of 
Section 22, Article I of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations of 13 
February 1946 ("the General Convention"). 

As "Experts dn Mission", Messengers of Peace sh,all not be entitled to a United Nations laissez­
passer. However, t�ey shall be entitled to a certificate that they are traveling on official business of the 
United Nations, and should be accorded facilities for sp�edy travel, similar to those accorded to holders 
of the UN laissez-p sser, by Governments that are parties to the General Convention ( Sections 25 and 
26, Article VII of tHe General Convention). 

When traveliJg on behalf of the United Nations, a Messenger ofPeace shall be entitled to the 
standard of travel normally accorded to senior Secretariat officials, funding permitting. 

Messengers of Peace who are authorized to travel at United Nations expense or who are 
requested to perfor+ services on behalf of the United N�tions shall, in the event of injury, illness or 
death attributable to the perfmmance of duties on behalf of the United Nations, be entitled to 
compensation in ac�ordance with ST/ SGB/103/ Rev.l. Such compensation shall be the sole 
compensation payable by the United Nations in respect of such service-related death, injury or illness. 

Messengers o Peace shall be fully responsible for arranging, at their own expense, such life, 
health and other foTs of insurance covering the period of their services on behalf of the United 
Nations, as they consider appropriate. They are not eligible to participate in the life or health insurance 
schemes available to United Nations staff members. The responsibility of the United Nations is limited 
solely to the payme t of compensation under the conditi�ms described in the paragraph above. 

Termination 

The designati9n of a Messenger of Peace shall be �erminated if, in the view of the Secretary­
General. the designee is unable or unwilling to carry out the role envisaged in the terms of reference. if 
the Messenger ofPer,ce engages in any activity incompatible with his/her status or with the purposes 
and principles of the United Nations, or if the termination is in the interest of the Organization. 
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NOTE TO MR. NAMBIAR 

Mr. Daniel Ba�enboim 

It�� \ oJd J_ 
�er to my note of 13 August 2007, Irish to advise that Mr. Daniel 

Barenboim h s confirmed hisjnterest in serving as a United N£!t!o� Me��enger of Peace. 
Due to ': pripr engagement, he will however, no� be able to attend t_he _!nternational Day 
ofPeace obr rvance on 21 September 2007. 

-

Please find attached a draft lett�r of invittttion :from th(! Secr�t�ry-G��r�l to 
Mr. Barenb im. 1 · 

-

For our information, the confirmed Messengers of Peace are: 

I 
- I ------ -

•1 Her Royal Highness Princess Ha1a Bint Al Hussein (Jordan) 

•1 Paulo Coelho (Brazil) 

•I Michael Douglas (United States) 

·' 
I 

.I 

.I 

Jane Goodall (United Kingdom) 

Yo-Yo Ma (United States) 

Elie Wiesel (United States) 

Ms. idori Go to_ J a an _has been apprQ�ched, but no r�sponse h.a� been re�eived 
at this point. Additional research is being conducted to identify candidates from Africa I 
and other re , ions. 

cc: Mr Ki4 
Mr. Meyer 
Ms. Mo tas 

Kiyo Akasaka 
14 September 2007 


