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MlNfSTE R- PRES!DENT 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE ~ 
OF THE SECAE'i iJlY-GENEAAL 

F' y /. 
I-I.E. Ban I<i-moon 
Secretary-General of the United Nations 

No. ~ 3045162 The Hague, 14 August 2007 

D ear Mt Secr.etary-General, 

Thank you for our pleasant phol!e convers~tiot?- of 22 July and your letter g f 23 July 
2007 asking the Q1.1rch Government to consider hosting the Special Ttibunal for 

_Lebanon. 1bis letter follows up out earlier t:xchangcs. 

I appreciate your kind words about the Netherlands' .role in the de\relopment of 
international justice and the rule of law. For a country that has written promoting 
the development of the international legal order into its Constitution, it is an 
honour to be considered the most appropriate State to hosr the Special TribunaL 

I am pleased co inform you that the Qs;>vernment of the Kingdom of the 
N e the rland s is favo urably disp o s e d t o 'Ward s h oscing t:he T!:-i_J:,_':;m~. 0£ cour:;~;1 a 

munber of~~~ will have to 1:>~ Ji.u;!her discussed and resolved, such as: 
• the establisJ:unc:nt of the necessary legal ba:5is prior to loc.:1ting the Special 

Tribunal's scat in the N etherlands (a headquarters agreement and national 
legislation); 

• the selection and preparation of a mutually agreed, appropriate site; 
• the costs o f the Tribunal. With the exception of certain costs which the host 

State would agree in principle to bear, the expenses of locacing the Special 
T ribnnal in the Netherlands and of its functioning should be bome in 
conformity with the provisions of Article 5 of the Agreement between the 
United Nations and the Lebanese Republic on the esrablishtncnt of a Special 
T ribtmal for Lebanon, annexed to Security Council resolution 1757 (2007) of 
30 May 2007; 

• enforcem ent of sentences. T he N etherlands would need ptior a::s\lranceS; that . · ···:-, 
other States are willing to accept persons convicted by the .Spe~ial Tribun~~ s~ .. 
that any person convicted by the Tribunal would be transferred inlmediatcly to · ; 
ano ther State . 
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This is not an exhaustive list. Another issue that would need to be addrc~sed, for 
insr.ancc, is the relocation to third States of u.itnesses who for sectuity reasons 
cannot return to t:hcir home countries after testifying before the TribunaL 

To con5idcr thoroughly all the aspects of locating the Tribunal's seat in the 
Netherlands, we ~ept the ptoposal in yotu lccrcr for a meeting between our 
representatives to discuss the .necessary modalit:ic.s a,nd. practical arrangements. 
T hese discussions would aim to clarify the outstanding issues; agree to work on the 
basis of common working hypotheses related to various aspects of the Tribunal; 
dlscuss how the UN can persuade third States to do their share in fmancing the 
Tribunal, enforcing sentences, relocating witnesses, etc.; and work out the terms 
and conditions under which the Tribunal can be located in the Netherlands. 

I propose (hat consultation::- take place as :won as possible: in the: Ncth(~rlands . Th.i~ 

would allow your representatives to visit a number of pOtential sites for the 
Tribunal and to meet with Durch experts in such fields as law, fin :ance, safety and 
security, detention, housing, logistics and protocoL It W.:..?~<J . ~lso be a great pleasurl! 
for me to briefly take stock of progress with you personally when I visit New York 
n ext month to attend the High-Level Event on Climate Change and the 62nd 
G eneral Assembly. 

I am confident, Mt Secretary-General, thar we will work together constructively 
and successfully on this important endeavour. The Netherlands' Govem.ment.looks 
forward to assit~ting you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr. Jan Peter Balkcncnde;: 
Prime Minister of the Kingdom 
of the Netherlands 

RECEIVED T!ME AUG. 29. 9:42AM 
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Fax message 

To 

Cc 

Fax 

Date 

Secretary General of the United Nations 

Mr. Ban Ki-moon 

+ 1 2\2.963.2155 

28 August 2007 

Our re[ NYY /2006/2493 
Pages 3 (including cover sheet) 

Re Hosting of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon 

Koninkrijk 
der NederJanden 

Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of 

the Netherlands to the United Nations 

235 East 45th Stn:et, 16th floor 

New York, NY 10017 

From Noella Osep/r!Jh 

Tel. (212) 519 9517 

Fax (212) 370 1954 

Noella.Osepa@minbuza.nl 

www. pvnewyork.org 

Copy of letter dated 14 August 2007 of Dr. Jan Peter Balkenende, Prime Minister of the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands. 

Original will be hand-delivered. 
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