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Introduction 
Failed bilateral talks o�·cr thcS() J)ast 16 years have 
shown th:.tl a Middle East peace accord can never he 
reached by the (>nrtics themselves. lsrucli govcrnm�nts 
helievc they can defy internaC:ional condemnation of 
their illegal colonial p1•oject in the West Bank hecause 
they cun count on the US to oppose inter•national 
sanctions. 

Hilateml tulks thar an: not fr:amct.l hy I.IS-formulatetl 

p:.tr:.tmeters (based on Secul"il)' Co11ncil I'Csolutiuns, 
the Oslo accords, the A rah Pc�1cc luitiativc. the 
"'•·oad map'' and other rJrevious lsracli-l•alestininn 

agreements) cannot succeed. 

Israel's government believes ltmt the US Congress 
will uot permit an American rrcsidcnt: to issue such 
parameters and demand their accCt)htnce. What 
hope there is for thl• biht.leral talks that resume in 
Wnshington DC on September 2 depends entirely nn 
President Ohama proving thM belief to be wroug; and 
on whethe1· the "bridging proposals'' he has promis\�d, 
should t.he talkN rea.ch an impnsSt\, �Ire�' euphemism 
for tbc submission of American parameters. Such a 

llS lnithttlve must ut'fcr lsl"ilel iron.clad aNsu1·ances 
fo·r it."i sccurily within itiS prc-1967 borders, but at the 

same time must make ir dear these assurances are not 
<lVailahle ir lsrncl insists on denying Palestinians a 

\·iahle und sovereign stale in the West Han I� and Gaza. 

Thi.� paper focuses on the other ma,jnr nh!>tacle to 
n pcrmuncnt shttus agreement: the absence of an 
ctl't�ctivc Palestiuhtn intt."l"locutor. Addressing Hamns' 
legitimate �rievauccs - and as noted in a rc�cnt 
CENTCOM rctlort., 1-htmlt.s has lcgiUmate gl"ievnuccs 
- could lead t·o its rctm·n to a Palestinian cnalition 

govcrnmcnl. thai would 11rovidc Israel with n cn:dible 
peace pnnne1: H th�1l outreach fails been use nf l-lamas� 
rejectinnistn, the ot·ganizatiou 's ability tu prevent a 
re:tsonahlc accord ucgul iat·ed hy other t•ale.stinian 

poliliea,l par1ies will have bt•en sign ificuntly impetll•d. 

If th4� Obama administr�:�tiou will not lead nn 
international iuitiati,·e tn de fin(• the p:.H':.lnu�tCI'S of an 

lsraeliwf>Rlcstinian ag,·ecrncllt und actively 1uomote 
l':��leslinian polit.ical recondliatiou, Europe must 
do so, illld hOJle Amcl'ica will follow. Unfortunately, 
there is IlU �ilver hullet rh�t can guarantee the goal ol' 
"twn st;Hcs living side hy side in peace and security.'' 
Hut President Ohama•s prescnr '�ourse absolutely 
pr·ecludcs it. 

----- ___ .. ___ _ 

Henry Sie�:man is pre�idcnt of the t:S/Middlt= Em;l ProjcL'L (liSMl:O:l'). an independent policy institute_ He is 
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Road to nowhere 

Peace talks at an impasse 
The Obam;1 11dm inistration has rt:versed the 
tr�it.:t:lory of pr�vious administrations' l�ngagement 
with th� Middle East peace prnecss. Prtlsidents I:lill 
Clinwn :md Gwrg�:, W. Bush avoided dealing with 
the issue in the early stages of their presidency. 
President Clinton pursued a peace agreement h1r 
more st;riously than did President Bush, but not ur1Lil 
lhe closing days of' his st;cond term. By contrast, 
Prcsidl�nt Obama addrcf.\sed the issue aggressively 
virtually the day after h� look his oath or om�(;. 
He appointed Scnal.or Mitt:hell his personal Middle 
East peace envoy, delivered a histork '>JWl�ch to the 
Arah and Mllslim world in Cairo, and presented 

Netanyahu'::; gov�,;rnment the toughest demand tor a 
fre.e,ze on all furrhcr Israeli settlement cnlargc•nunt in 
the West Bank and in Easl. Jerusalem ever made by 
any US 11dministration --and all within the first. year 
or I he first term of his presidency. 

But it has been all downhill since. The sdlbncnl 
freeze Prime Minister Netanyalm agreed to turned 
out to be a sham, I he proximity talks a monumental 
waste of time. President Ohama 's most recent 
cncouJll.cr with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
nl the: While House on July fl, ill whirh he telt 
constrained t(> express ndmiration for the :.criousncs!> 
of the eonunitmenl. l.o a two-state solution <>fa man 

who has shown nothing but disdain for the idea, 
has lrigge.red despair r.hl'(HJghout the region dl;'(!pcr 
than was experienced during the discng:1ged Bush 
adminisl.rlllion. 

Bilateral talks cannot succeed 
The US administl'ation has announced the launching 
of dired lulks between lsracl and the Palestinian 
Authority (PA) and that the partks have agreed to 
p]at;c a •m�-year limit on these \(tlks. But nothing 
much beyond spin to suslain the illusion of 
continued American "engagcrnt:nl'' can be expected 
from this administrati011 until at least after tiH; 
November congn�ssional clcdions, if then. !'hat 
interregnum provides time for a rt:t:onsiderntion of 
this admini:>Lmlilln':i Middle East reace '\lr:-lt��gies 

that have been Lmdone with humiliating c11�c by 
Netanyahu at every turn. 

Such a reconsirlcra1 ion must begin wilh a n:jection of 
the notion that a Middlt: Fii�\ peace accord ctm ever 

be reached by the parlies themselv(;:c;, with th�.-: US role 
limited to "f�u:ilil<llkm.'' railed bilakrill talks nwr 
these past 16 y<.:ars have shown that left to their own 
devices, ncgOLiations between lsradi governments 

- that belicvt: r<.�sorling to overwhelming military 
powl!r is the solution 1.0 cve.ry political and 
securily dmllenge - anu a powerless Palestinian 

advcr�ary can only result in the;:. enlargemcnl and 
completion of Israel's colnnial project in the West 
Bank, n1.1!withstanding American "facililalitm,'' or 
''bridging proposals," ac; this administration prefers 
to call it. Bilateral talks that are not framt:d by US­
ronnulated parameters (based nn St;emity Council 
resolutions. th�.: Oslo accord��, lh� Arab Peace 
Initiative, the "road lli<l.p" and other previc)IJS lsraeli­
Plllt:slinian agreements) cannot succeed. 

A two-sl.�1le solution will remain beyond �.:vcryone's 
reach because even the most hardlint.: brat.:li 
governments are convinced that the US Congress 
will nol permit an American presidcnl to issue 
sud1 p<lrameters and d��mand their acceptance by 
Israel. Israeli govcrnnH.:n� believe they can dety 
international condemn<ition� oftheir colnnial project 

in the West Rank ht;cause they can coLmt on the US 
to oppose internationalnJtmsures that would .;;anctioi1 

their illegal behaviour. 

lr it is to succeed. a US cffmt to rescue the lwn­
state option rnusl bt: prepared to offer Israel iron­
clad assurances fell' its security within its prc-1967 
borders, but at Lhe sllrm.: lim� make ir clear that 
such assurances are not available if Israel insists on 
denying Palestinian� a Vil'hle and sovereign �lule in 
the We:st Bank and Gaza. 

Credible Palestinian partner lacking 
Which brings us lo tilt: otl•�r major obstacle to a 
pcrrnanent status agreement the ahscnt:e of an 
eiTectivc Palc<:ltinian interlocutor, due to the bitter 
internecine div.isiun:s between J7atah anti Hnmas, 
divisions that have been lostered and clecpcn�.:d hy 
US and EuJ'opcan support for lsrllel's determination 
to exchJd�: Hamas ti"om Palcstininu polilit:al life and 
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Lu bring about its derni�c. It should be clear by now 
thut this policy has only !:ilrengthencd Hamas, und 
tJwl it has retained the ability to torpedo any Israeli­
Palestinian peace.:: agr��rru.:nt it is not parry to. 

This view, shat·cd by vitiually every Middlt• 
Eastern political and security expert, was cxpn:ssed 
concisely ag the c-onclusion or il n;�:�mt essay on 
the suhje�t in Foreign Affairs: ".l-lamas is here ro 
stay. kdusing to deal with it will only make til� 
situation worse: Palestinian moderates will bf.'.come 
weaker, and Hamas will grow stronger. l!'the Obama 
administration is to muvc ils plans for reacc l(\rward, 
the challe.nge of llamas ha:; to be met first."' 

As argued in thh paper, a more balanc�d approach to 
I lamas, adctrcs�dng legitimate gricvam.:�s. could lead 
to its return to a P11lestinian coalitio•' government that 
would provide Israel with a cn.:dibk: pea<.:e partner. If 
that Ol.l£.rcach rails because of Ham<ls' rejectionisrn, 
its ability lo pn:vent a reasonahk a.:cord nt>gotint�d 
by other Palestinian political parti...:s will have been 
seriously undnrnim:d. 

The misreading of Hamas 

Hamas' democratic mandate 
Mahmoud Ahhas's rule does not extend much 
beyond Ramallah. Although Fatuh was unopposed 
by 1-Iama.'l (or hy any other organized political 
party) in the local w��� Bank elections of July 17, 
the party is so dysfunctional atJd unpopular that its 
candidates were in danger or losing lolocal unaffiliat.::d 
camlidat.cs. causing Abbas to call off the elections at 
lh� la:>t moment By contrf!sr, l--lamas is not only th� 
effective ruler of Gaza, but the nnly political party 
that received a dcrnncratic m3ndate for its rule from 
the Palestinian electorate in the 2006 eb:lio11 thai. 
rejected f'atah. 

The Oslo accords dcclar�d 0aza to be an inscparahk 
part of Palestine, nnd obliged Israel to provide an 
unobstructed l�rritorial conm:ction linking ( ial'<l to 
lht\ West Dank. 'I hat pro�i!';iOn was reinforced hy a 

s�.1nld Hyn');•)\ �L .. ··,\ ��:. !r .. udk !!u.nli.�·�. � l.q�:;'�:!l ,\(f':.o.:·.:i "''·�t 
�� n�� �· <tq·,L�rr��·o:::.u·:�h.'·:.'l .. ,:r::��Hi. Ldl�: 1''·'·'·:.� ��)'.:·.�·.so:;:· 

formal lsracli-i>n le<;! in ian agrecrne11t (the Agn::cnt�nl. 
on Movcmctll cmd Access) in 2005 ti.1r the fr�c 
movement of people and goods hc!wce.n these Iwo 
areas, brokcn.�d by Jarn�s Wolfcnsnhn, then secretary 
of state Condokcaa Rice's special envoy tor Ga7a 
disengagement, an obligation brat'! violated even 
beti.we th� ink on the document dried.� 

H!lmas was denied its dt:cloral mandate !lnd excludrd 
from lhc W(•st Uank be(.�uuse ratnh l;:�lllSpirc.d with 
lsrsel's government and the Rush administration to 
carry l'>tLt a ptllsch by Mohammed Dahlan's rnilili<l 
forces in Gat.�L lo overthmw llamt�s. The attempt�:J 
putsch was pre-empted by !·lam::�� in " bloody 
manncr.:1 Rut lh�� way Dahl an\ rorces had pr�viou�ly 
dealt with !-lamas' memh...:rs lh<1l it had impl'i�onecl 
(or the way Abbas' Fatah has dealt with th�'m in the 
Wt:sl Alink since) should ''ot leave anyortc with h1lse 
ill�1sions about the tre<tlrncnt that awaited Hamas had 
Dahlan's putsch succcc:ded. 

Hamas' obsolete charter 
But can Hamcis be engaged by Ismcl, or by the US. 
while it adheres to a cha1tcr tltal is racist and ami­
Semitic, and explil�itly commits the organizati1111 
to th� violent expulsil'Hl ur .lt'ws within Israel's 
intcrnatii.mally recognized pre-1967 bordcrs? 

While the government of lsra�l docs not have a 

charter promisirtg l.he expulsion of P;1lestinians 

frorn their hom�.:s <J.nJ the confiscation or their 
land, it fms been doing exactly that - regularly and. 
systematically. Thc:st: �onlls(:lltions and expulsions 
began ��ven before llamas existed. yet no om: in thl' 
W�,;sl J<.:Jnanded Israel hl! qtt�rl1ntined, or even thut it 
be denied c.:ontinued massivc Arncri�;m financtal and 
military assislart��-

,.'\ ti�?,�J··:l '.Jf i i,! 
:�--��··df\·.:�-:: ·· l t k\l . . _,. ... tH•'I�Hr:·�h·.J: : . ._j,,.:_.·: 1: . .  ···.r���� 
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Mort! to the poi nt l -l am a s  l la �; made i t abundan tly 
clear that its charte r - l i ke the: f' L O ' s  chartel' w h ic.: h  
A rt1 f"at famously d i s m i ssed i n  J ()l:l<> a s  · 'cadw.,ue'' 
(obsolete, cxp i rcu) wel l before ir was fornl<\ l l y  
annulled - n o  Ionge !' rcp n.:scnls Hamas ' i deo logy. 1 1.<; 
various proposal s  for· a long-term hwlrw (ccasL: fl n:) 
with Israel .  if i t  wl:n: to agree to a Palesti nian �tate 
with in  the pr�- 1 967 borders, c l ear ly L·on t rad i c t its 
chartc t·. 

t\ more direct repudiat inn o f l ht: �:barter 's anti-J ewish 
and � n t i-Sem i t ic diatribe carn e  from Kha led Mcsha l ,  
l.hc  h�lid of  l lamas'  pol i t ica l  bureau, i n  an i nterv iew 
conducted by thc .lord<�n illn  Ara b i c- language 

n�wspaper Al-.'iabeel i 11 J uly ( translated i nto Eug l i sh  
by tht: t\ fru-Middle East (.'en tre in South Ati·ica)_� 

Meshal wa.;; askL:d whether l lamas'  resi stance was 
di rected ' ·agai nst Zioni sts as Jews or as {H.:�:upiers." 
Meshal rep l i ed ,  '' resi st<�nce and m i l i tary <.:un frontation 
w i th 1.l 1c J:mH::Iis was caused by occupation, aggress ion ,  
and crimes comm itted agai 1 1 s 1. 1 .he Palest in ian peop le., 
not be<.·ause of di ftcrcJ,Ce5 in re l igion o r  l n� l i t: r." 
H(.:  said that although · · re l i gio11 i s  a (�ornerstone to 
our l i ves . . . we do not makc o i' rel igi on a force for 
engendering hatred, nor a cause or a pretext fo r 
harming or assault ing nl lwrs, or grabbing what i �  
not ours, or encroachi ng UJ J the rights of others' ' ­
rdt.:rri ng.  o f  cour�e, to the I srae l i  scll lcrs ' invoca t ion  
of the H i bl c  t D  j ustify the theH o r  Palcsti n i H I J  1 :1 n d  i n  
the West Bank . 

Contrast th is  to t�w dec larations of Rabbi  Ovad i a  
Yoset� a fomH!I" C h i e f  Rahhi  {> f ls rael and the l eadct or  
the: most important Orthodox pol i tica l  party i n  fsrad 
duri ng a rt�et>nt Sabbath sermon : ·'Abu Mnzen and 
a l l  these ev i l  pe�1ple should pe r ish  from th(.: world . 
God should s tri k e  t hem witll a plague ,  th.:n1 and 
these Pal esti n ians_" I n  a pr�;v ious  sermon in 200 I ,  
he lold hi s fo l l owers :  " I t  is  rorb i dden to be m erc ifu l  

to [the A rabs] . You nHJS l  smd missi l e s  to them and 
an n ih i late them . They are evi l  and dam nab l e . '' 

Not a s i ng l t:  rfll:rn hc r of  l sr<1e l 's cab i net condemned 
Rabbi Ovad ia  Yoscf f<.>r these pronounce m ents. 

Recognising Israel 
1\t a press con f�;n.:nc(.; in Apri l 2008 ,  M�;:shal stmed 
that w i t h i n  the con text of a Palesti n ia n  (·oa l i t ion 
gov�;rmrJ cnt o f  which it was a part, l-lamas wou l d  
authorize Abbas a s  pres ident of t h e  Pal e s t i n ian 

Aurhority to conduct peace ncgo l i <l t ions with lsmel .  
I f  an accord were reachcd. he said, I hu 1 1as wou ld 
agree to have i t  subn1  i Ut.:d l o a Palesti n i an n; lere ndum 
and,  if approved. would  ab i d e  hy the C\\l l ��ome even 

i t' l lamas itse l f  were opposed to !he accord , ;  ( Th is  
arrangcnl�;n l  w;1 s a l so part of the agn��cment reacl1t:d 
in Mecca f'or a Hamns-Fatah tm i ly go vernme nt th ;it. 
fe l l  apart . )  

Short ly afl.er the pr�ss coJ J iercnce I told Usruil ll 
Hamdan, a l t:ad i  ng m�mber or l-l a mas '  po l it i ca l  
bml;)atl , that n Pnlt:st i 1 1 i an gl'Vt:rnment  cannm <;ign a 
peace agreem ent wirh  I s rae l and sti l l  mai n la i n ti J }t l  i t  
does not recogn ize i t.  Hamda n agreed. and to ld m e  

I ha l  Mesha l agreed a s  we l l .  He notcd lhu l  s ince state­
to�state recognit iO I\ is a governmental respons i b i l ity, 

not a funct ion o r  i n d i v i d u a l  po l iti cal partit!S, Ham as , 
refusal to re�.:ognize I s rae l  docs not prevent a 
government of wh id1 Hamas is a part from grant ing 
thnt  recogn i t ion .  H�.: noled that Is rae l i  governments 
-- i ne lud i ng the current  one, whost: pr i 1 1 1 c  m i n i ster 
c l a ims to wa1 1 l  a l wo-s l a k  t>ol ution -· have i nc l uded 
politica l  pa rt ie� tha t oppose Pal er.:ti n i� l' s til\ehood, 
and no one has suggc�;ted th is disqual i fi (.:::; these 
govc;rnrnents as partnL:rs ror p•!<1 ee ne.goriations, 
or umdc t hem candidaus for sanctions of the k i nd 
i 1 1 1 po:;t:d on Hamas. 

Israeli contradictions 
I srae l 's government u ndoubtedly rejL"cts that 
dist i nc tion between po l i ti cal parl i t:s  lind governm ent� 
a s  soph i s t ry, and considers those who advancl." 
it a s  peddl i r1g pro- Hmm1s propagan da. H u t  i t  is a 

disti nct i on  that N��w nyahu h i mse l f  l l l ust  invoke 
to expla i n  !. he co n l r<1 d k t ion between h is  declared 
acceptance of a two-state so l ut ion and l ht: formal  
oppos it i on  tn a Pa l est i n i an  state of h is  ow n l . i kud 
Party. 
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Indeed, not long after Ne.tanyahu m ade that two-s l a l t: 
declaration, most of  hi s c :l b i net ministers f(mncd u 
parl i am entary caucus i n  l sra�..: l ' s K ncssd . ca l led the 
Lan d  of I srae l  Caucus, whose goal it is to dc f"L'a1 
the i r  own govcrnmcm'� effort to allow a Pal est i n i an 
state in any part uf Palus l ine in the un l i ke ly  ��v�nt  
it were to try lo do s o .  ( I t i s  not di lli c u l l lo irn<1g ine 
how Nl�lanyahu would have reacted to a ' 'moderate" '  
Palestinian government mack up o f  partil:'s dedicated 

to the denial of I srae l i  statehood . )  

M ore recen t ly, i n  a TV i ntcrv i.:w w i t h Ch<1 rl i e  
Roc;c, K hil led M esh<ll stated th�tt Ham as w i l l  end its 
res i s l <1ncc <1cl i vit ies when Israe l ends i t:; occupation 

and accepts a Palesti n i an s tH I<.:  wi thin th(• p re- 1 96 7 
border. Th is  reverses Hamas'  prev ious C(J t l l rn i i .I JH.:n l  
l o  u struggle  t o  recover <I l l  of Palesti ne. I s rae l is 
and the ir suppon�:rs in lh�..: I J S  ri d i �; u l e  anyone who 
c.: rcd its such statements, po int ing out that in that 
sam e in terv iew Meshal ins i s tc.:d on l he Pa l esti n ian 

refugees '  "right of return," which  h� k.now:.> no I srael i 
gover' tHlH::n t  w i l l  ac.:et.:pl .6  

A ppan.:nl ly  lht:y expect l lamas to co ncede that right 
- on� thal A bbas and F atah a l so clem il nd - before 
negotiat ions have begun . Ru 1  tky do nol sim i l ar ly 

rid icule Netanyahu's  dec lared support fo r a r:wn-s l a tc.: 
solution C V C.: I l  wht:n he :-� I I.<J<:ht\S conditions evcryon(;) 
k now-:; no Palestin ian lcadt: r wou ld  ever accept. 
Dt:ft:nders o r  N c1anyahu i ns ist he must be le ft  w ith 
negoti ati11g room lor the com pro m i ses h.: w i l l  hav1.: 
to make, hut liJ'>Ji:uently hel i eve Palest in i ans do not 
deserve that same consid<.T<l l ion. 

It is  th is fe i gned lsrad i  r id i .:uk of  a ny Arab open i ng 
lowards I srael that sank K i ng Abd u l lah's peace 
i n i l iat ivc of 2002 offer ing to normal ize tht: re l at ions 
of a l l  A rab <;tales with I srae l ;  "feigncd,' '  b l:.:aus.: i l  
i s  not scepti c i s m  o f  A ra h �cr iousness that i s  beh i n d  
Israel i leade rs ' dism i !)sal of  Pa lesl inian o r  A rah 
states ' outreach to then\,  bu t  the tear  that i t  may l lt: 
s i ncere, and woH id  l lwrc fon.; compel st!rious I s rael i 
respons�s that  would expose l srae l "s rea l  por-; i t inns  
on fi nal status. 

· i h \·d 
.
, ,� \ : : ; �  : 'o � �} h :· 1 r· :' \·\ ··. v ·.\· \ : , � d J � . v · · ·:!: . ·.: � i · l . ) · . ·1 · . · 

� ! · I :: :  '; 1 ·� =. '.. : I ; i '  • .{� (� :·i ' t > ;: . .. :� · : � : I ; : ·. · �: , 1;t ,t 
., l :\ p ;�U�� r .;:·L· .: 1..� .  

T h a i  .: -: pmure is som eth ing  Netanyahu has so r:u 
rc fLssnl to risk, J(H' it would pnWt' that  the te rri tor i a l  

and securi ty �:onstra ints he  i nt.:nds t o  impose o n  
Pal.:sl . i n i a n  sovere ignty amount  t o  a cont inuat iun  o l' 
I s ra e l 's occupat ion under s<.nn e. other name.  ( t  was 
Netanyahu's re fusal Lll pn.'v ide that. i nformation to 
Obama whe n they ll l c t  at the W h ite Ho1 1sc ( l n  March 
23 thnt prl:dpi latt>d the c r i s i s  i ll  I srael i-US  re l at ion-. 
that Ob<�ma sought to d i  IT u s .:  s o  humil iat ingly <I t 
the-i r meeti ng o r  J u ly 6 .  

Hamas - pragmatic and opportunistic 
ilut  i t  i s not only I srae l that has i gnored '5 igni ·Jlcanr 
changes in Hamas.  The Un i ted S !}l lcs and Europe 
have done so as wel l , in<; i s t ing that I lama� I II I l S !  
(i rst accept condi t ione.; Cor �ngagement designt!d by 
brad express ly to pn:c.:l udt.: the poss i b i l i ty nf ! h e i r  
w .. :<:t:piJiiW<�. There is no reason for the US to cnntinu�..: 
to support the-se conditions. Ob::Jrrw has not  imposed 
si m i lar condir ion� li.1r ta lks wlth the lal i ban. To th� 
conlrary ;  he is cncnur�lg i ng thi.! ret u rn  of the l 'a l i ban 
lo a coalition government with P residc 1 1 t  H a m i d  
Knrzai even a s  t l l�.:y a r c  k i l l .ing Ame r i can forc.:<:s and 
Atghan c ivi l ians .  h the Tal i han 's ideo l ogy more 
congen ia l  to Obama than that of H<m�tJS .  many of 
w hm<: l eaders and adhe rents arc LU1 i versity g radum�.:s, 
at1J who encomagc ratht:r 1 t mn forh id  a nd punish tho: 
educat i on t)f t.hL: ir  cla 1 1ght�rs? 

Q u.:sl ioncc.l by h i s  intervi ewer i n  ,·1/-Sa/1ee/ about  
the  "111arg i n<t l i sati on o r  WOII I t:n 's roJ e  i n  po l i t ical  3r1d 
soci a l  I i i(.: , " '  M e)ha l st<�ted that th i ::�· 1nargina l i sat ion 
·•Jo.:s not  .: m m;  l i·om t h e  text �\ rl tl s p i rit o f  th� 
Shar i a,'· but is lhe result of · 'cul tura l hi!L'kw<irdness." 
I k declared that H :1 m a s  will not al l ow "the ages 
(rl · backwardness ot th�.: weight of soc ia l  norms a n d  
trad i l ions t ha t  stem from the unvironment rath�r 
than Lht: rl!li�ious text" tn d is tort l s lm n i <.:  <.:oncepts, 

"e�pcc i a l ly � i ncl: the env i ronment of Pale�; t i ne is not 
a c lns.:d one hu l  :-1 h i s tor ica l ly c ivi l i ze:d 01le, enjoying 
p lura l i ty and openness to al l re l i g i ons, L:i v i 1i ta t i ons 
ami <.: u l 1 1 1 rL: s ."  
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1\ recent report ' rcw�d�:J that tht: view that l ! S pol ky 
l ow<�rd s I lam a s  is based on n serious m i �m:ad ing  
of the movement i s  shar.:d b y  senior i nte l l i gc•1Ce  
olli c ials at US Central  Command - ·· CENTCOM .  In  
a con fidential  report to  C F.NTC O M 's cnmma 1 1d <: r, 
Ueneral Dav id  PdriH: us, l hc-:;�;� i ntel l igence offi c ia ls  
q u1:s t ioned the current U S  pol icy of i so lat i ng and 
margi nal i 7. i ng H <I HH 1 S  <:md l l izbul lah, and urged thnt 
Washi ngton instead encourage tl lcn1 to integr<�te wi th  
the i r  respective po l i t ical  rnai nsl n,:a rn s.  They !'eject 
lsrad '):: v i�;�w that I l<�mas i �  i l1Ci�pa.ble of changc and 
m ust be confronted with fnn:c. lhcy rna inta in l lam as 
is pragmaric and opportun ist i c, aud Lh<i l fai l i ng to 
recognize i t s  grkvHnees w i l l  resul r  i 11 our cont i nu i ng 
fai lure to gel i t  to moderat� i ts hdmv innr. 

At the heart of Harnas ' gr ievance" i s  tht'  double 
standard that J �racl ,  the U S  and E urope app l y  l o  the 
ent i re rang,c nf i s'>ues the pea�e tal ks are intended 
to reso lve_  Hurnas ·· 1 -:ade rs h i p  m ::� i mains that what 
d i sti ngtd shes i ts m ovement from Falah is i ts rcfus(l l 
to sw11 l low this hypocr isy. I t  im i sts on ahso lu t.c 
re�: i procity, especia l l y  w i th n:sped to the Quarters  
three  condi t i ons f()t rem ov i ng the  pol i t il.: a l  quarant ine 
aga i n st iL  These '�(md itions require H amas to  
recogni ze the  Stat�; of I srae l ,  acc�pt a l l  pn.:v inus 
agrcc:rncnl-.; w i t h  h :rael ,  and renmmcc vioknce . Yet 
these three obl igations - every one of I hem - have 
been regul arly ignored and vio l ated by Nr.:tanyalm 
and pn.:ct:d i ng I sraeli govemmcnls .  

Settlements violate aqre-ements 
Wh i le  i ns isting on 1-htm its ' recognit ion o f  I s rae l ( a  
re.q u i reme nt t o  w h i c h  N c 1 Hny 11 lm h a s  r1dded the 
demand that Palesti n i ar 1�  alsu declare Israe l rhc 
leg i l i mai.J..: nat i on:� l  home of  the Jewi�h peop le ) ,  
I sme l l  governments have rc: f'uscd l o  a lli rm a 
Palest i n i a n  r ight to statehood anywhere with in  
Palest i ne: ':;; bonkr� . Thal right llas been rejc� l t:d not 
only rhetorica l ly but by the .;.·reation of '  so-t:a l kd 
' ;tacts on lhc ground,'- i t! ,  Jewish sett l e m e nt!'> i n  East 
Jerusakm aud in  t he West  Bank, i ntcncicci to pr�..:ven l  
a Palest i n i an state lrom ever com i ng i nto bc ing .  

The argum�::n l  lha l llle sctt l cmcn l s  a re necessary t o  
a s s u re rcrri tor i a l  adj u stmen ts n.:qu i red for I s rae l '� 
secur i ty has 1 10 l;n.:d ib i l i ty. The sett l ement enterprbe 
long ago exceeded the mosl. cxpan� i vely defined 
I srae l i  secmity needs.  It was IKl t l srm:l 's Peace N()W 
but l(>rmc r  Pri me M i n ister L h w! Olmert who, whik 
st i l l  in  oftkc. rid iculed such c la i m s. O lmert sa id t hat  
f(w h :n1d's  m i l itary and securi ty estnhl ishrnmt� .  · ' it 's 
a l l  about tank'\ and la 11d  and contro l l i ug t�rri tor ic<;  

and contro l l �.! d  lc rr i l ork�s ( s ic ) and th is  hi l l top and 
l h ;l t h i l ltop. A l l  these th i ngs  an.:: worl h le�s . "  l i e 
added,  · 'Who th i n k s  scriously that i f  we :.• it on anothe r 
h i  l l h.1p ,  on another  l l undn.:d rnc:ters, that r h i -:;  i s  what 
w i l l rn:1 k e  the d i fference for the S tate o f' J srac l \  bas i c  
se.:urityTM 

Palestinian rights not recognised by Israel 
Ndanyahu 's acceprance o f  a two-state <;O i ul ion ,  whirh 
has not been ta k�.:n  s�..: rious ly by anyone in lsrat:l , is 
not based on h i ':>  n:cugn i l i o n  of the Pll k�stin i an  r ighl  
l o  nat i o n<J I  s� l f�dc lenninat ion.  Nd�myahu led the 
successful opposi I . i nn to  Arie l  S haron's  etlort i n  
1002 t o  prevenr t he  L i k mfs  e�ecuti vc com m i ttee 
froru lh.:daring its rej ection o l · a Palest in i an  �lul<:, 
thus precqJ i lating; Sharon 's  dqlfJ r l m�: l i.·orn the L ik ttd 
to thc ncwly-l<.1rmed Kad ima party. 

As long as I srae l 's gnv�:mrm:n l n: fuses Tl) de l ineate 
i ls borders and to l'ecogn i zt: the right of Pa les l i n i ans 
l(l  a. state of the i r  o w n  cast o f' J he 1 967 l ines. Ham a:; 

wi l l  rcj �..:c t  1.kmands thar a P(tksti nian slate of wh ich i l  
i s  a part n.:eogn i s�..: hra e l .  A s  noted ahov�. Netnnyahu 
refused to i nd k:titt! h i s  government's d d i n i t i o n  of 
hr•H:I's borders e v e n  i n  lh�! pr ivacy of h i s  nleet. i ng 
wi th Preside nt Obanw a l  l h e  W h ite Hc m > : ;e  on 
M a rd1 2 ' .  

The scmnd <)uar tet  cond it ion i s  tha t  Hamas ah idc 
by al l prcv i LJu� lsrad i -Pa lc .'it i n i a11 a�cord s .  C learly, 
neither President  Obama nor thl: St:t:rc l a ry of state, 
H i l lary C l i nhm,  bd icve I srae l  has ah i �kd by this 
obl igation.  or they would  not haw dcrnHnded th�t 
I srael  hal t  al l furt.hcr set t l� m ent ex pans io1 1 i n  East 
.J erusa l e m  ami i n  the W�..:s t  Hank.  I s rael 's v kl l alions 

'i l, t r � k \ . . : �·�· · .· ·!( / : 1 .' ; ;.. :, . �·. :·: '�· � p.' ;: l H ! �.::' ! . ' 1 '. ·' .\ i · . : .. . , ·. ,, ,  •. 
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of previous ac�.:ords have not been l i nl i t.:d lo border�  
and senl e m cnls, but inc l ude t.lu.: ''road map' '  and 
the Osl(l Hccords '  provi sion$ that the future sta tus 
of Jerusalem can be dctcrrn i nell on ly hy agreement 
between the parties, I H .l l  by uni l atera l 11 <1 1 ,  n .:;  
Ndanyahu 's government ::;c�:k.� to do. 

Non-violent alternative lacking 
As to the th ird condi t i cm ,  rl�nunc i at ion of vio lence, 
l sra � l  again is as m uch i n  vio lation of t hat 
re4uirement as is H :1 m 11s.  On v i rtua l ly  every I srael i 
measure whose l ega l i ty has been cha l l enged by the 
Pa lest i n ians - eg, th..: confiscati ons of Paks l i n i �1 n 
territory tor Je w i sh Si..' l t k�ments , the c.x p �L i s ion of 
Palestinians from Fast Jerusa lem,  the demo l i t i on of 
Palt>.st in ian homes and the construc t i.on o f  a secur i ty 
fence on Pak<;Li n i an t erri tory - ls 1·ad has prevai led 
he�,:(l US� of its unrestrained resort to v io lem:e to 
�ubdue or t.:l i m inate Paksti n i a ns who stanJ i n  
the way.  

As a sovere ign <:tat..:, l srad enjoy s  a monopoly on 
the use of violcn�.:c,  but only with i n  i ts o w n  borders. 
I t  has no greater c l a i m  to a r ight  to n:-.or l In v i o lence 
to i m p il: nH.:n l  nwasurcs - suc h as the trunsfer  of i ts 
own population to terr i to r i es u rH.kr ol.'c upation - that 
are c ltlar v io l ation<> o l ' i ll l ernational law, th�n dtH.:s i ts 
subjtlct populati o n .  

I L  i s  n o t  reasonable. to say I . IJL: l ca� l  .• to  expect that 
Palesti n ians would I'L' f i OLU l\.:1.: violence and re ly 
i nstead on the i r  occupi ers -- \Vho covel  the i r  l and and 
are frantical ly settl ing the i r  o w n  popu l a t i on on it ­
to serve as j uflgc and j ury of the i l' gr ievances . The 
demand that they rc n i Hm c e  violence withoul being 
prtlv ided a cred i ble non-v i ol em <� lternati ve,  s uch <1 '>  
a third-pnt1y mon ituri ng :m l hority that i S  em r(>Wered 
tn ;�dj ud in1 te griev<�nces from b�1 th s idt:s ,  i s  nclthcJ '  
ddl.:ns i hk n or  i m plement<l b le: .  

Hamas' reliqious agenda 
W hat surprises about I -l< unas '  rule i n  Claz:1 is not 
the v i s i b l e  increase in publ ic  re l igiosity - som e  n l' il 
undoubtedly out of feat· of H arn a..; '  a l l l hor i t i es - bw 
H a m a s '  rdative restra int i n  i m po� i ng ::;w..:h n..: l ig ious 
behav iour 01 1  Cl; va 's  popu lation , espec ia l l y  w h e n  
compared to cert ai n  otl1 er I s l am i c  regi m e s  i n  l hc 
region .  

That restril i n L  a nd I ··Jamac; ' forma l  com m itm cM lo  
dcntoc ral k govemancc 110t\·Vithstand i ng, th�re i s  
no greater danger 1.0 dc rn ot:racy --- o r  to  a ny kind of  
civ i l i z�d existence  than the tox i c  comb ination of 
n.: ligious zealotry r-� nd xenophob ic  national i sm . l hm. 
ho lds  as much  for l. o,;md as for l � larn i\.: m ove 1 n c n t.-; 
and regimes .  W h.;n th� I srae l Dt:fl·nsc 1- orees ( I U F )  
prepared the i r  n ns laught  on Ciaza, the c h ief chapl a i n  
d i 'itri buted to t h �.:  sold iers re l ig i t)I J S  l i k! rature authored 
by nationa l i s t  rabbis from the s d l ler  ":ommun i ly, 
i nstructing  l.hc rn that Palesti n ians must be cons i ckn�d 
clesce11dali ts of the 13 i bl i cal �.:nc;my of the an� i cm 
I s rae l ites, t:hc t\ ma lekites. whum G od wants utt�r ly 
destroyed. The [Hun phkt  stated i t  i s  < I  sin to show 
com pasc; io 11 towards Palest i n i a n  �� i v i l i ans,  inc i Ltding 
ch i l d r�:n .  W h:1 t impact that ' ' rc. l igious·· l i tc r·::J tm..: had 
on th�.: appa l l i ng cl i sprororl i on of Palest i n ian dv i l ian 
casual t ies i n  that operat ion,  i nt:lud i  ng large 11 L1 11l bers 
of G aza ' s  ch i ld n:ln ,, we w i l l  prohably nevcf knmv. 

Hamas not an a/-Qaeda proxy 
l sr11e l  would  l i ke l he vvorld to b..: l k -vc l hil t  l l amas 
i s  noth ing ol ht>. r  than a termri st  enterprise,  and 1 h:1 1 
l l amas' "res is tance'" i s  i n  rhc ';erv i ce of a g l oba l 
S a l atl st c llort lo defeat the W..:"! ;md restore an I s l amic 
cal ip lm ic .  Tl ia l  i <;  a l i e in iendcd t o  plnce Is rad in  l .hc 
vanguard or <I  Weslcrn war o n  · 'g l ob:l l termrisrn", 
in order ro jusr i l)• i ls demand that the West make 
a l lowances tor the i l lega l rrwa sures i t  c la im<; i t  m ust 
n.:smt to i f the terror i sts arc t.o be cleteatnL 

l n fact, l l amas does not share ai-Qacd;t '<; goals .  or I ts 
ho�t i l i t_y lu lhe Wl�St :md the LI S .  J t  has cons iste1 1 t ly 
rejected al ·Qaeda 's urgings that  i l  la rge I A merican 
and Western i n ttn;�;h.  l i m i t ing i tsd f i n s t�ad to the 
Palest i n i an  nali nnal sl ruggk•. for whi..:h it wou ld 
l i k e  A m erican and L u rope:u1 support. umlc r;;tand i ng 
how cr i t i ..:al that s upport i s  to l .ht: a-.-hit•vtcmem o f  
f'a lest in i nn  na l ion: l l asp irntkl l lS .  Opposi t ion fmn1 
m o te e x tre m e  a n t i -Western J ihad i �;t tuctlons und 
would-be ai -Q�cda :;upporters w i th i n  G<1i'a h<ts been 
bruta l ly  p 1 J 1  down by l lamas, i(H· i deological reasons 
no l ..:ss tha n lhe  l 1 1 reat these fact ion.;; po'>e to l lamas ' 
hegemony. 
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I n h i s  i nterv iew in i1 l-Sabee1, Mt!shal rej ected v i () k n c e  
for i ts o w n  sake, or a s  d i c tated by ideology o r  n;l igion. 
He argued v iolence 1 1 1 ay he ru.:c�">sary for pragm at ic 
n:a<.;ons, because ' ·negoti ati on:; and peace rcq u i n: ll 

balanc.:�.: of power, for peace en Mot  be made when (H ie 
party i s  powc rti l l  a l ld  l he other Wt'ak: otherw ise th i s  
w i l l  be smrenucr:· Those v,;ho arc l'mt:d i o  nt•got iate 
out uf w�.:ak ncss a nd on term s that d i sadvantage the i r  
r ights "a rc the  ones tha t w i l l  pay the pr i ce  o r  the 
negotiations, ' '  he said. 

l lamas is ;�n offshoot of the M us l im  Rrotherhood. L i k e  
i ts pare nr. hndy, i t  has l itt le  i n  com m o n  w i th a Salafist  
purism that  co i l s  for ll l i t na l i st ic I s lam i nsu lated trom 
moderni ty and from a mode rni7 ing  prHg rn<1 l i sm that 
sc::eks  lt"J  adapl h : lam to tlle modem world .9 Pred ictions 
of  i l� l ikdy behaviour wlwn P<� kst in ian statehooJ 
wi l l have br::en achieved cim no m ore be based on i ts 
hduwiour  du ring a rev o l ut ionary struggk against  li 

powerful occ.:up icr  than the i'isln .Lv \' 1 ') n:�ort to te rror 
dur i ng  it.s pm-!';tate struggl e  was un i m.l ical ion of i t.s 
comporl l l l�.:n l  aflcr 1 .hc.: found ing of the st:� le . 

Jewish terror 
The targeti ng of Arab cj v j J i ans by .kwish t�rror groups 
in the 1 9':\0s i s documented in pai n fu l  detai l by 13cnny 
Morris, brae ! ' �  lt:ad ing c h ron i c ler  or the J ewish 
struggle for a home land i n  Pakstin�; .  In Righteou�· 
T 'iclims, M orri s wri t �� s  that the upsurg� of i\ rnb 
terrori sm i 11 1 1,!3 7  ·'tr i_ggered a waw u f l rgt m bomb i ngs 
aga i nst A rah  cmwds and buses, i nt roduc: i ng a new 
d imension to the confl ic t . "  Whik i n i h �� past  Arabs !lad 
''s n i p,:d a l  c <1 r s  and pedestri ans a11d oc.cas ional ly· lo hbcd 
a grenade, O fll:ll k i l l i ng or i njuri ng a few bysUm d;-� r<;; 0 1' 

passengers," n n w  '· for t lw fi rst t ime, ma�s i v(.;. bombs 
were placed in cmwdcd A rab �.:ent ers, and dozens o l "  
people were i nd iscr iminately murdered and rmlimr.;d . ' '  
Morris noks l hll i. ' ' l h i s  ' i nnovati on ' soon found i\mb 
imitators .""  

l 't � ' · i . \ ' J i • :
.
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Tha t  there m ay a lso h a w. been yd u11told I srae l i  
v io lar i c ) t ls o l '  i nternationa l l a w  we l l  ll t'kr the 
cstab l i shrncn l  of the state l(.lO i ncr i m i nat ing io be 
revea l ed �;ce m s  evident  fro 1 1 1  N e t anyahu ' s  recent 
dec i s ion 10 re�trict ac cess \o governme n t  an;h i ws on 
sub jl:ds lhat i n c l uclc,  n c:c.ord i ng to a Tluaret: cditor i(] l 
t:nt i t led · ·A state a fra i d  of its pa�; t , '' � ;  o:xpuls ions  and 
m assacres of 1\ rabs duri ng �Hid i'n l lowin� l srac l ' s  War 
of l ndcp� t1d ence. 

Z ionbt  h:rrorism docs no t  (:ondone l lama�; ' l�rror ism.  
13ut I ts h i s tory serve.s to m;11\e two poi n l.s :  t he 
inevitab i l i ty o r  '., w. :h  ahuses when non-v i o lent paths 
In ! lw achievement (l f l egit imat�.: r t <ll iona l goa l s  an: 
den ied. and the l"a l l ac.:y of the Israe l i  daim that a stal.l: 
lhat comes i nto ex i stence by tc rru r i � l  means m llst  
i nev i tah ly  becom e a te rml' i s l  sl.ate.  The l eaders o f  
the two major pre-state .lion i � l  terror orgnn i t.a tions, 
V i tzhak Sham i r  and Mcnach..:rn Rq;in .  bec<Hnc pr im e  
m i n i ste rs ol'  w h a t  I srae l i s  l i ke to belir::ve i s  • · the on ly  
denHx racy in  Lhe  Midd le  East." { N() !  that there a rc 
many other dcm<.H.:rac.:: ies i n  the rcginn,  but l �mc l i  
democracy i ncrca!-: iue ly  s tands o n  thc m ost ti·ag i l c  n f  
fo undat ions . )  

The Israe l i  dmrgc l ha l _, un l i ke t h e  /.ionists � ho 
abandoned past �.:x,,:esses once they a�:h i t:wd statehood, 
l lamas con t i n ued i t s  terror assauh.�; on I srae l  c v c n  

<1 1 "ter Pri me  M i n i s l<.:r  Sharon wi th<i t'C \\ l:very Jewish 
sl: l l l t� ln t'nt a nd scnlcr from Gaza i s  d i s i ngc n t 1om. The 
dis lwnesry of thai. cmn p:u ison l ies in ib impl icat ion 
tllll l  wi t h  the wi thdrawa l from Gvn, Pa le� t i n ians 
ach i c v�.:J Lhc ir  goa l of statehood a n d  i nd�p.:�ndl'!H:e i n  a 
p<1 rl of f'a l t•st J t lC .  

N \)t on ly lhc West Bank.  but Ga;.:a has remai ned tm(k r 
l s r�ef's ocu1pa l ion,  for it has bc.:n �urroundcd by lit'-.'. 
I D I ' on l a nd ,  sea and ai r. a 1 1 d  subjc(· ted to an brae l i  
crunpa ign of de.-dcvc l t > p m � nt  that has complete ly 
dc:va�;(;1ted what had rcma i twd of  Gaza 's economy. 
., he stab i l i t y  that l .. l amas  has u�.:h i cvcd in G aza dcsp i t� 
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bra� l 's re len lless e fforts t() hri 11g .i t  down is at least  a s  
impressive a s  what lh�: J>ale::; t i n i an A uthoriry ( PI\ )  has 
ad1 i eved i n  the W..;�; t Kank, g iven the vast 1-' l l ropt�an 
and Amer ican resoun: �:�  end l e:;sly poured i lilO lhe PA's  
t re,asury . . .. 

Breaking the stalemate 

Political Islam cannot be i9nored 
H av ing decided tn jo in t ht: Pales t i n ian pol it i c a l  pr(u;ess 
in 200 5 iind won a free and fu i r  democrat i c  dcct i on 
( the first i n  the A rah M i cldk Ea'.lt) in 1 006, HrHi l il-� is 
surely as leg i t imate:: a Sl1 1 k cholder i n  the l srae l � f'akst ine  
conflict a s  is  l- atah. the  pa rty that l ost  tha i  c l (�{: t ion .  
A peace accMd tha i  I gnores leg i t ima lt:  '; l a keholdets 
(:a nnot hope to succ�:�;:d , B u t  then.' arc f\.tnclam cn t a l  
rcasm 1s for chan!� ing Is rae l i  and U S  pol icy tO\Val'ds 
l lamas tht�t go wel l  beyoT)J H ar rm s '  cap;w ity to prevent  
a pt:acc a�: �:ord reached only wi th  1\ bba:>. 

Po l i t ica l  I s l am lw_s crn,: rg�)J <IS the dom i nant rd igious .  
cultural and polit ica l  movem�nt in  i hc A r:1b world and 
i n  much of  i hc l a rger Is lamic wodd. Most Mus l i m  
governments l'c,:cugn i D.:  t h i s  real ity and h.wt� come 
to rea l ize that competi t ion with po l i t ical I s lam ' ' L':1 n 
neither be suppressed 1 1 or  ignort: d . " 1 1 l srae l  i s  a M i dd l e  
1-:a�tcrn (:() lmtry, a n d  can not e x pcr.:t to ac hieve s�c ur i ly 
by c;ond w; ting <Ill endl ess war agni n�; l  po l i t i cr� l  l s l fl l l l . 
I ts m i sguided eftort to do .<.o is nul :1 su:; ta inabk 
nal ionll l pol i t:y. 

B � ': ' '! ' P .. \ h� ; ,  , :.__ ... r � n � ;-� �-� ·: ·�n� l ;.cL.n_�� , ;  -� t , \ : ·:.. · C ' \ ; · . .- .. ·- � �- ! - ,� � ;  ·. ,.._ · 

o� �: ; ·d 1 c· r  l n 1 �  � � · . . ·! ! , ,  . . ·: : ·p !"·' ;:; .� �: . .  l c : � .�- �- � i l ' ; : l , · r �  h . . �- . .. ·!· · · .: . · � · · · · - d · · · 

I f  the unn.:solvt:d J � rael -A rab c o n ll i..: t i s  not to br ing 
the reg ion to more radical  i n sm bi l i ty and dc:.;l}l;r 
cont1 i�t  that wi l l  i nev i tably t: >. ac l  a heavy price J i-om 
A m.:r ica flS Wl\1 \ ,  the Oham a adm i n i strat ion I T I I Is l  l ead 
<11'  i n ternational i n i t i ai ivt:  l n  define the parameters or 
an hrat' l i -Pa l est i n i a n  �lgr�:c.:rn c n t  and ac t ive ly  promote 
P;t l es l i nian po l i t i ca l  reconc i l i at ion .  I I Obama cannot 
prov id� that bHkr..,h ip, Europe 1\HlSt do so. and hopr 
Amer i ca  w i l l  il l least fo l l o vv. l l n r<xlunately, lh(;:rt.! 
i s  no s i l ve r  h u l k t  not e v t: n  .. \ mc.:rican-spon-;on:(j 
para m ctL·rs - tha i  c:1 n guarantee the  goa l of ; ·two stat..:s 
l i v ing s ide by s ide in peace and s�.:.:uri l y." B u t  P res ident 
Obama ·s pre�cnt ��our'>e absol ute ly  prt.:c ludes it .  
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