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21 October 2013 

Mr. Jan Eliasson 

Deputy Secretary-General 

United Nations 
New York, United States 

Dear Mr. Eliasson: 

1 would like to express my gratitude to you for making time in your busy schedule to attend the 
WASH and Nutrition breakfast meeting in New York on Sept 23nl. 

My co-chair, H.E. Mrs. Ellen johnson Sirleaf. and I greatly appreciated your frank insights. r believe 

we made a great deal of progress in exploring how links between the WASH and nutrition sectors 

could be enhanced. 1 particularly appreciated your message of urgency, and the need to take positive 

steps now so that we can make rapid progress in the remaining days of the MDGs and as we set the 
agenda for the post-2015 period. 

I enclose a short summary of the meeting, with a list of actions. I encourage you to take steps within 

your organisation to ensure we address these actions. 

I am heartened by the commitment to open lines of communication between the SUN movement and 
the SWA partnership. I will be encouraging the SWA Secretariat to assist with this, and trust we can 
rely on similar support from SUN. 

I look forward to hearing from you as we work together to make the ideas we discussed on 

September 23rd a reality. 
Yours truly, 

C�p�±� 
,., . ....-

. 

�·· 
- John A. Kufuor 

Chair, Sanitation and Water for All Partnership 
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Outcomes of the September 23, 2013 high-level breakfast meeting 
on Water, sanitation and Hygiene (WASH} and Nutrition 

During the 68th session of the UN General Assembly, Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and SWA Chair and 
former President of Ghana John Agyekum Kufuor co-chaired a roundtable breakfast meeting for seventeen high­
level decision makers to discuss linkages between nutrition and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH). The 
breakfast meeting took place in the context of growing evidence of the connection between lack of water, 

sanitation and hygiene and poor nutrition outcomes for children, particularly during the first 1,000 days of 
children's lives. 

Chronic undernutrition, or stunting, remains one of the world's most serious problems. Stunting affects 165 
million children under five. There are 31 countries where over 40o/o of the children under five are stunted, 
amongst which five countries have stunting rates over 50%. Stunting causes irreparable damage through 
impeding physical and cognitive growth. Stunted children suffer from impaired brain development and thus 
complete fewer years of schooling; as adults they have reduced work capacity, earn less income and have poorer 
health. Diarrhoea, intestinal worms and a condition of the gut known as environmental enteropathy (which is 
caused by ingestion of faecal material), all contribute to stunting. Safe water, adequate sanitation and good 
hygiene are therefore essential for prevention. Overall, it is estimated that 50% of the consequences of 
malnutrition are caused by environmental factors such as poor hygiene and lack of access to water and 
sanitation. 

H.E. Johnson Sirleaf opened the meeting by speaking from her own experience in Liberia, where 20% of children 
suffer from stunting. «We can all do better. That's why we're here to talk about collaboration,» she asserted. Many 
participants echoed the sentiment that in the last 800 days of the MDGs, it is important to harness our collective 
resources and work together to make progress. H.E. Kufuor reminded participants that improved access to 
WASH can help drive improvements in nutrition which, in turn, contribute to social development, women's 
welfare and economic development UN Deputy Secretary-General (DSG) Jan Eliasson called for the building of 
coalitions across the UN family, working horizontally, not vertically. He challenged participants to "put the 
problem in the centre". 

There was broad consensus that WASH and nutrition would benefit from linked indicators. Ms. Rachel Kyte, Vice 
President of Sustainable Development at the World Bank, suggested a focus on stunting as a powerful metric 
around which we can all mobilize. Ms. Ertharin Cousin, Executive Director of the World Food Programme, called 
for a WASH indicator embedded in a post-2015 food security goal. Paul Polman, CEO ofUnilever, suggested that 
it is necessary to bring in the "lens" of WASH when talking about nutrition, and suggested that the Scaling Up 
Nutrition (SUN) partnership could give more prominence to WASH, which has not been adequately considered 
by the partnership to date. Barbara Frost, CEO ofWaterAid, called for measurable targets and casted plans, with 
WASH central to nutrition planning. 

Other concrete actions proposed include overlaying the cost ofW ASH on the "Cost of Hunger" studies carried out 
by WFP, and sharing lessons on integrating WASH and nutrition portfolios at the World Bank. It was agreed that 
having each sector participate in each other's key strategic meetings was beneficial. The participants agreed that 
the WASH and nutrition sectors offer a possible model for integration that could be valuable to other sectors. 

Participants at the breakfast called for stakeholders in the WASH and nutrition sectors to: 

Build coalitions and partnerships, across the WASH and nutrition sectors, to work at scale 
Focus on outcomes, and invest in understanding and monitoring1 these rather than outputs 

• Develop measurable and inter-linked targets and shared indicators for WASH and nutrition, against 
which both sectors report 
Build the WASH and nutrition interaction to be a model of integrated policy and programming 
Support capacity building to implement policies in practice 

Hold ourselves accountable for commitments 

t USAID, UNICEF and WtiO will be publishing a review on evidence and good practice for integrating WASH and nutrition 
programming for results in early 2014. 
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Outcomes of the September 23, 2013 high-level breakfast meeting 
on Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) and Nutrition 

During the 68th session of the UN General Assembly, Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and SWA Chair and 
former President of Ghana John Agyekum Kufuor co-chaired a roundtable breakfast meeting for seventeen high­
level decision makers to discuss linkages between nutrition and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH). The 
breakfast meeting took place in the context of growing evidence of the connection between lack of water, 
sanitation and hygiene and poor nutrition outcomes for children, particularly during the first 1,000 days of 
children's lives. 

Chronic undernutrition, or stunting, remains one of the world's most serious problems. Stunting affects 165 

million children under five. There are 31 countries where over 40% of the children under five are stunted, 
amongst which five countries have stunting rates over 50%. Stunting causes irreparable damage through 

impeding physical and cognitive growth. Stunted children suffer from impaired brain development and thus 
complete fewer years of schooling; as adults they have reduced work capacity, earn less income and have poorer 
health. Diarrhoea, intestinal worms and a condition of the gut known as environmental enteropathy (which is 
caused by ingestion of faecal material), all contribute to stunting. Safe water, adequate sanitation and good 
hygiene are therefore essential for prevention. Overall, it is estimated that 50% of the consequences of 
malnutrition are caused by environmental factors such as poor hygiene and lack of access to water and 
sanitation. 

H.E. Johnson Sirleaf opened the meeting by speaking from her own experience in Liberia, where 20% of children 
suffer from stunting. "We can all do better. That's why we're here to talk about collaboration," she asserted. Many 
participants echoed the sentiment that in the last 800 days of the MDGs, it is important to harness our collective 
resources and work together to make progress. H.E. Kufuor reminded participants that improved access to 
WASH can help drive improvements in nutrition which, in turn, contribute to social development, women's 
welfare and economic development. UN Deputy Secretary-General (DSG) Jan Eliasson called for the building of 
coalitions across the UN family, working horizontally, not vertically. He challenged participants to "put the 
problem in the centre". 

There was broad consensus that WASH and nutrition would benefit from linked indicators. Ms. Rachel Kyte, Vice 
President of Sustainable Development at the World Bank, suggested a focus on stunting as a powerful metric 
around which we can all mobilize. Ms. Ertharin Cousin, Executive Director of the World Food Programme, called 

for a WASH indicator embedded in a post-2015 food security goal. Paul Polman, CEO of Unilever, suggested that 
it is necessary to bring in the "lens" of WASH when talking about nutrition, and suggested that the Scaling Up 
Nutrition (SUN) partnership could give more prominence to WASH, which has not been adequately considered 
by the partnership to date. Barbara Frost, CEO of WaterAid, called for measurable targets and casted plans, with 
WASH central to nutrition planning. 

Other concrete actions proposed include overlaying the cost of WASH on the "Cost of Hunger" studies carried out 
by WFP, and sharing lessons on integrating WASH and nutrition portfolios at the World Bank. It was agreed that 
having each sector participate in each other's key strategic meetings was beneficial. The participants agreed that 
the WASH and nutrition sectors offer a possible model for integration that could be valuable to other sectors. 

Participants at the breakfast called for stakeholders in the WASH and nutrition sectors to: 

Build coalitions and partnerships, across the WASH and nutrition sectors, to work at scale 

Focus on outcomes, and invest in understanding and monitoringl these rather than outputs 

Develop measurable and inter-linked targets and shared indicators for WASH and nutrition, against 
which both sectors report 

Build the WASH and nutrition interaction to be a model of integrated policy and programming 

Support capacity building to implement policies in practice 

Hold ourselves accountable for commitments 

1 USAID, UNICEF and WHO will be publishing a review on evidence and good practice for integrating WASH and nutrition 
programming for results in early 2014. 



Breakfast Attendees 

Co-Chairs 

1. H.E. Mrs. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, President of Liberia 
2. H.E. Ms. John Agyekum Kufuor, former President of Ghana and SWA Chair 

Attendees (in alphabetical order) 
3. Ms. Yoka Brandt, Deputy Executive Director, UNICEF 
4. Ms. Kathy Calvin, President, UN Foundation 
5. Ms. Ertharin Cousin, Executive Director, World Food Program (WFP) 
6. Mr. Jan Eliasson, Deputy Secretary-General, United Nations 
7. Ms. Lynne Featherstone, MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for International Development, 

United Kingdom 

8. Ms. Barbara Frost, CEO, WaterAid 
9. Mr. Michel Jarraud, Chair, UN-Water 

10. Ambassador Csaba Korosi, Permanent Representative of Hungary to the UN and Co-chair of the Open 
Working Group on SDGs 

11. Ms. Rachel Kyte, Vice-President of Sustainable Development, World Bank 
12. Mr. Jackson Mwenya, Executive Director, Vision Africa 
13. Mr. Kanayo Nwanze, President, International Fund for Agricultural Development (!FAD} 
14. Dr. Ariel Pablos-Mendez, Assistant Administrator for Global Health, U.S. Agency for International 

Development 

15. Ms. Charlotte Petri-Gornitzka, Director General. Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency 
16. Mr. Paul Polman, CEO, Unilever 
17. Mr. Rob Swartbol. Director-General for International Cooperation, The Netherlands 

Partnerships 

Sanitation and Water for All (SWA) is a global partnership between developing countries, donors, multi-lateral 
agencies, civil society and other development partners working together to achieve universal and sustainable 
access to sanitation and drinking water. To achieve this, Sanitation and Water for All aims to: 

Increase political prioritisation for sustainable sanitation and drinking water 

Support strong national sanitation and drinking water planning, investment and accountability 
frameworks 

Improve targeting and impact of resources for sustainable sanitation and drinking water 
• Support effective decision making by providing detailed information and evidence on sanitation and 

drinking water 

Strengthen mutual accountability of governments and development partners. 

Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) is a unique movement founded on the principle that all people have a right to food 
and good nutrition. It unites people-from governments, civil society, the United Nations, donors, businesses and 
researchers-in a collective effort to improve nutrition. Forty-one countries have joined. Within the SUN 
Movement, national leaders are prioritizing efforts to address malnutrition. Countries are putting the right 
policies in place, collaborating with partners to implement programs with shared nutrition goals, and mobilizing 
resources to effectively scale up nutrition, with a core focus on empowering women. 


