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1. T hank yoL ic' r yo ur C'~\Z :Z 5 l of 1 i Dec e rn ber :?.007 , s eeking my confirrnat io n (hat a ) I 
short- an j medi u n;-te r rn measures ha ve b een take tu m itigate 3gainst potenti;11 th rea rs w the U t'-1 

c ompotJr ,d in Erb il, i nc iuci !•: g '>tailclof f d istance . Y du also asked to be advised o f rhe 

Jeploym :.nc plans o f s~: u ~· ' :d !' c•> supp0rlth:.:: •:eil ing inc r <:: a se 

2 . l w ish tv infor:r: yo \ .. rha t ;ti l o f the s tv)rt- arnJ rn e dium-te n n measures re ccmr.w ncl ed iP 
th ~ lnte c rgenc y :\ssessrn en l !\-1i ssi o: l report n' j 1 !u l y 2 007 h ave been (:r J.re prese::ll:' b;:: i r~g 

impleme '< te d . A n upda te d cop y o t" \he irt Ul,-i, rdl<:: . ._·;.ing the progr ess of th e im p iemt- f"l'.mior: t/ 
thes,; rn e as ures has lx~·"· n p :·ov id ed' , 1.r/ erjc n ·p ted ,:- nw il to M r. Bemhard (~o ll i r .': DSS . 

3 . ( lfparti cu l ar C(,ncern is our ei'fon: lU in c :·c: <::<: <:~ the standoff d is tance from the 
acc o mm,)d ation conta iners to the "!earest p o in l at \Vhic h a vehicle bo rne explosive dev ice c ou ld 
be d eto n l.teci . In thi s reg~1.rd , I h a ve w ritten ro U'H~ KR G 1v1in is te r o f t h c Interior req ue s l: ing th a1 
the K.F!_G expedi te rh:;: consiTuct ion ,Jf a c.r::,5l: barrier around th t': p er imeter of the co rn j:>Cu nd (a 
.:~opy o f 1h is cont~ sp -: , r.d<::. rJ c:::. is 1t1ach erl fo : ~:ase ofreh';rc nce) . One;;; th is ban-i er :s :nst a lied the 
IT;inimur I Stan ci o ff l C. th~ ll.t' 8reS\ COO l <l i 11l~T w ir, be inc re a sed fro m 6) tO 77 mett:rs J h <:'l.\..'2 <i. i~; ,:, 

instructed the TF --lA M l Chief Admi nisLrative Off: cer i t) initiate , on an urgenT basis , the 
procurer11en t process so t.hat UNAlvH c~m construct t he b arrier should there be any KPG d;:; lay 
in th is pl oject. Notvvithsmndin g th e increas·~d st an d .:,ff, it is a ssessed th at the probabditv .-; f a 
veh ic le born e e>~p l osive atTack on the ~-ompo i! nd i:> rn od er :.:tte ly l ikel y , with th e impact c.f su c. h 
an attack b e in g cri ti ca l in te rr:~ s ofd·c·:nh c·r ~~ ·. · y r,:, staff m~mbers. w ith cJ. resu lting r1.:;k nf 
medium wh ich i:,; ._.v ith i:1 t.h r:: 8.Ccepkd le'.' · ~i ,..~ f .J t S~. fCir <::perations in traq. 

4 I have in struc te d th e C'h i,_,f Sec •n iry A.-Jvisor i':l r . Graerne M e rnbrey, to immediia tc:l y 
trav el to Exbi i today to n: v:c:vJ all secu r i ty cti-r<1n gem e n ts ir: p la c: 2 and 10 m ake an v ~-tdd 1 ! :nr: ;'!.] 

recom m .;nd atio ns thaJ m ighT be :1ecessa ry to (~<JSLt r :2 th ~ cunt iuu ed security o f the EJ·;-);! 
c omp ound. Al though o u r 5t~n smg i<; Lhat the p rese n t n um ber ofS S U security o fficers 11 : E!·b: i :s 
ade qua te to suppcirt Lhe inc rease ii i c"' i:in g, (h is wi ll be o ne o f th e is sues fo r f,tl r ;vJe. rnb rc·v :' 
review d ur in g hi s mi ~; s i on 
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United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq 
(UNAMI) 

Baghdad-Iraq 
Telephone No. +1 917 36 73614/ +39 0831 23 2700 

Fax No. +1 917 36 73615 / +39 0831 23 2705 

2f-"'<'t/.J/.~~,.,..;.ntal.ti.M 

.' / t/u.1 r;;lk.c:-dcuy--f!?c:rt~>'U.i 
15 December 2007 

Excellency, All) ~ f~ ~ 
As you are aware, the United Nations has recently suffered another tragic 

<tttack against its personnel, this time in Algeria. The attackers used a large vehicle 
bomb similar to that used against United Nations ' staff at the Canal Hotel in Baghdad 
in 2003 and in May of this year against offices of the Kurdistan Regional Government 
in Erbil. 

In addition to the increased security measures already put in place by the 
l~urdistan Regional Government authorities, the United Nations has identified a 
1 neans to further protect our staff against the possibility of a vehicle bomb attack on 
(1ur compound in Erbil. By increasing the standoff between the roads and the 
11e rimeter walls of the United Nations compound, the effect of a large vehicle bomb 
can be significantly reduced. To that end, it has earlier been agreed by your Ministry 
;Lnd the Governor's Office to consttuct a robnst crash barrier along the curb of the 
roads adjacent to the perimeter walls of the UNAMI compound. You are welcome to 
paint the barrier in such a manner as not to give the impression of excessive security. 

1 have recently been informed that in a meeting with the UNAMI Erbil Office 
un 12 December the Governor of Erbil, Mr. Nawzad Hadi, following your approval, 
confirmed his support for the implementation of this project. Mr. H adi further 
indicated that his Office would undertake the construction of the crash barrier in the 
near future This support is greatly appreciated. 

JI .E. Abdul Karim Sultan Sinjari 
Min ister of State for the Interior 
k urdistan Regional Government 
Erbil 

cc: - Dr. Dindar Zebari, OCUN A, Erbil 
- M ark Rutgers, l.JNA MI Area Office, Erbil 

14100 2 
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In keeping with expanded United Nations operations in the Kurdistan 
R.egional Govemment area, as we.ll as the importance of providing the necessary 
.;ecurity for our staff members, your support to ensure this project is give:m the 
appropriate priority and speed of completion is highly welcomed. 

Allo\v me to once again reiterate my sincere appreciation of the Ku.rdistan 
ltegional Govemment's ongoing efforts to secure United Nations personnel and assets 
and \Vish you and your family a peaceful and prosperous Eid Al Adha. 

Staffan de Mistura 
Special Representative of the Secretary-General 


