
THE DEPU1Y SECRETARY-GENERAL 

15 August 2012 

Dear Mr. Gould, 

On behalf of the Secretary-General, I would like to thank you for 
your letter dated 2 August 2012, inviting him to either participate in a live 
stream or send a video message to participants of the events marking the 
end of the International Year of Co-operatives, to be held in Manchester 
on 31 October 2012. 

The Secretary-General appreciates your kind invitation. Unfortunately, 
I regret to inform you that he will neither be able to participate in a live stream 
nor send a video message, owing to prior commitments and pressing demands 
already on his schedule. Nevertheless, allow me to take this opportunity to 
convey his best wishes for a successful event. 

Mr. Charles Gould 
Director General 
International Co-operative Alliance 
Geneva 

----------

Yours sincerely, 

' 
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Dear Secretary General Ban Ki-moon: 

~
The United Nations decision to declare 2012 the International Year of Co-operatives 
(IYC) generated considerable enthusiasm and proved to be instrumental in the 
effort to ra ise the visibility and profile of the co-operative model of enterprise 
around the globe. We are also proud to say that the UN delegates to the Rio Plus 20 
negotiations made it clear in the outcome document that co-operatives need to be 
supported as a direct means of poverty reduction , sustainable development and 
employment. · 

On October 31, 2012 in Manchester England more than 10,000 co-operators from 
around the globe and other members of the public will gather to participate in 
events marking the end of the Intemational Year of Co-operatives. We would very 
much like you to help us underscore how important that week's events will be by 
.setting aside 3-7 minutes at 9:1 cH11 UK time_to __ p.a[tic;ipS~Je.. tn a live stream for tbe 

~
QL~ n~q_cY-.._, If time does not permit th is then we would be delig-htedTc)fiave~aSiriillar' ---", 
video in which you highlight the importance of the year for the United Nations and 
he need to use this year's successes as a means of energizing citizens to do more 
or the co-operative movement in the remaining years of this decade. 

While October may seem qu ite a distance away, for organizing purposes could we 

) ask that you let us know if we can have your participation via life streaming or 
video no later than August 15, 2012. We would then be happy to follow up with 

\ your staff closer to the event on who we would designate as liaison with your staff. 

We do hope we will have the honor of your participation in this important event. 

Sincerely, 

Charles Gould 
Director General 
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Dear Secretary General Ban Ki-moon: 

\

The United Nations decision to declare 2012 the International Year of Co-operatives 
(IYC) generated considerable enthusiasm and proved to be instrumental in the 
effort to raise the visibility and profile of the co-operative model of enterprise 
around the globe. We are also proud to say that the UN delegates to the Rio Plus 20 
negotiations made it clear in the outcome document that co-operatives need to be 
supported as a direct means of poverty reduction, sustainable development and 
employment. 

On October 31, 2012 in Manchester England more than 10,000 co-operators from 
around the globe and other members of the public will gather to participate in 
events marking the end of the International Year of Co-operatives. We would very 
much like you to help us underscore how important that week's events will be by 
~ aside 3-7 minutes at 9:15...J![D UK · to__p_ar..ticl pate in a live stream for the 

le a y........, If time does not permit this then we would be delighted to avea simi~ 
video in which you highlight the importance of the year for the United Nations and 
the need to use this year's successes as a means of energizing citizens to do more 
or the co-operative movement in the remaining years of this decade. 

While October may seem quite a distance away, for organizing purposes could we 
ask that you let us know if we can have your participation via life streaming or 

) video no later than August 15, 2012. We would then be happy to follow up with 
\ your staff closer to the event on who we would designate as liaison with your staff. 

We do hope we will have the honor of your participation in this important event. 

Sincerely, 

Charles Gould 
Director General 


