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NOTE FOR CENTRAL. REGISTRY FILE
120-1-3 "Secretary-General, Headquarters Planning. General. Suggestions,”

About 1 linear foot (2,000 pieces) of corresporﬂmce/;:lr:d in the
9 case files of 120-1-3,
The case file brezkdown was
120-1-3-1 General

2 Fund Raising
3 Memorizls
L Cultural
5 Security (contained 1 communicztion. An application

for the post of Chief of Security together
with plan for the organization of Security

Section)
S Churches and Chapels
7 Hobby Workshops (contzined 2 communications from Hobby

Clubs of America re offer of contri-
bution for the equipment of a Hobby
Area for relaxation >f delegates, et &l)

8 In relation to surrounding developments
9 Decorative

Representative samples of correspondence from thc above listed files
(except numbers '5, Security' and '7 Hobby Workstops) are filed in this
folder. Over 95% of all comunicat.iona originated within the USA; the
remainder came from Belgium, Canada, Indie, the letherlands, Norway, Sweden,
Switzerland and the United Kingdom. About 5% of the whole consisted of
offers for sale of objets d'art and other more or less valuable items. Less

than 1% came from "eccentrics" or "cranks."

E, Patricia Quinn
January 1962



120-1-3-6 30 January 1952

Dear Krs. Burge,
On my return to New fork from the General Assesbly
mestings in “aris, I received your cheque in the amount
of Five Dollars which I have endorsed to the United Nations
for deposit im the fund which we have set up for the decora-
tion of the room for meditation and prayer in the United
Nations Headquarters. Your interest is very much appreciated.
I note that Miss Echelian of the Laymen's Fovement for a
Christian World, lac. hae forwsrded the pamphlete which you

requested.

Very truly yours,

Glenn E. Bennett
Executive Officer
Headguarters Plunning Office

¥Mrs, Joseph Burge
304 Weisinger Gaulbert Apt.
Louisville, Kentucky




GEB/hg
cc: Mr.P.McKeever

120-1-3~3 30 August 1951

Dear Dr. Mann,

Mr. Porter McKeever, Director of Information, United States
Mission to the United Nations, has forwarded to me a copy of your
letter suggesting a memorial.

There are several proposals concerning the recognition of
United Nations fighting men, and I am reasonably certain that
something will be done. At this time, I cannot say just what
plan will be finally adopted.

Yours sincerely,

Glenn E. Bennett
Executive Officer

Headquarters Planning Office

Dr. Norman E. Mann
9949 66 Road
Forest Hills, N, Y.



Dear Dr. Mann:

Thank you for your letter suggesting that the names of -~ °
United Nations troops who died fighting im Korea be promimently  , » 7 |
featured in the new United Nations Beadquarters. =\ 1Y’

I am forwarding a copy of your suggestion to Mr. Glemn o’
Bennett, of the Headquarters Planning Office, United Nations Head- f-tJT"
. quarters, New York, New York. X ¢ \

There already exists a placque listing the names of Count .
tte and other members of the United Nations Secretariat who L {
died in the service of the United Nations. I am sure there will e
some appropriate memorial to the men of many natioms  ,
in Korea in defense of the principles of the United ,f\k\)\'
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you again for letting us have the benefit of your '
understanding support of the individual citisen is
impo to the success of the United Nations it is most en- « LA

receive a letter such as yours expressing both faith v
the Umi Nations, sympathetic understanding of its problems, }
the energy Lo bring your views to the attention of members of
rmment and leaders of public opinion. X

. Sincerely yours,

]
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Porter McKeever
Director of Information

Dr. Norman E. Mann
9949 66 Road
Forest Hills, New York

cc - Mr. Bennet.t!/z a
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Chief, U.S. Delegation at United Nations
New York, New York

Dear Sir:

I would like you to propose at the appropriate meeting
a motion calling for the engraving on some prominent outside
surface of the United Nations building the names of all United
Nations troops who died fighting in Korea. If not on the out-
side I would suggest the main reception hall or at lease in
some place where anybody who visits the U.N. will not fail to
see these names. I can think of no finer tribute to those
gallant soldiers than this memorial which I feel is a must.
The name of Prince Bgrnadotte must also be included and any
other man or woman who has made the supreme sacrifice on
behalf of the United Nations.

It is felt that this force of arms on the part of the
United Nations is the most crucial test that it has had to
face, it is only fitting therefore that this type of memorial
be given to those gallant U.N. soldiers. They died for the U.N.
and the U.N. should never forget them and their sacrifice should
be plainly known to the world and to members of the United
Nations. I therefore as a committee of one insist that the U.N.
take this step and show to the world that these men should not
be forgotten or allowed to fade away.

A copy of this letter is being forwarded to the following:

President of the United States
United States Senators from New York
Various Radio Commentators

Governor Dewey

I sincerely hope that you will give this matter your im-
mediate attention and at your convenience notify me as to the
opinion of the United States Delegation on this proposal.

Sincerely yours,
Norman Ellis Mann - D.D.S.

99k9 66 Road
Forest Hills, New York



GEB/fm

23 April 1951

Dear Mr. Van Devander:

The Secretary-General has asked me to reply to your
letter of April 16 and I shall be very glad to bring it to
the attention of all those concerned with the planning of
our new Headquarters.

Our experience in the past has been that our bars did
more business in orange juice than they have in alccholic
beverages, when it comes to serving delegates, and I am sure
that we all agree with you that the problems of this world
require sound, sober minds.

Yourw sincerely,

Glenn E. Bennett
Executive Officer
Headquarters Planning Office

Mr. D. J. Van Devander

Huffman Memorial Methodist Church {
Twenty-eighth and Renick Streets

St. Joseph, Missouri
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Huffman Memorial Methodist Thurch

TWENTY-EIGHTH AND RENICK STREETS
St. Joseph, Mo.

April 16, 1951

Trygve Lie
United Nations Hesdquarters
New York, Nev York

Dear Mr.lLie;

It is reperted upon good authority that there is a drinking bar adjaceat to the
asseubly room of the United Nations, and that many persons who are transscting
impertant business of the United Nations are frequenting this bar and then try-
ing to make momentous decisiens while under the influemce of such drinks. Sure-
ly there is never a time in the 1life of the world vhea seber thinking is re-
quired. Boys are dying in Eorea and apparently no great effert is being =ade
by the United Nations to end that war and stop the killing, but at the same
time men whe have been elected to the high office of representative to the
United Nations can indulge in drinking and give no great comcern to the Korean
war or other matters which should be considered by sound seber minds.

Therefore in the name of lmmanity and in the name of God, de something about
. removing the bar from the United Nations Building.

ours
wv/ty ’ g~ D-%-r




120-1-3-9/CEB Pleza 4-1234

17 January 1951

Dear Mr. Barger:

Your letter of January llth addressed to
Mr. Brron liood has been referred to me.

With regerd to the cherry tree seedlings, we
have not accepted seedlings but have tentatively accepted
full grown Japanese cherry trees, although there is some
doubt as to whether or not the Japanese can get permission
from the Department of Agriculture to send them into this
country.

I do not believe our site would accommodate oak
trees as we cannot plant too large trees on the small
amount of ton soil which we will have. However, I am not
certain of this and will take it up with cur landscape
architect.

There is a Board of Art Advisers which has to
pass on each gift and I am not certuin what their attitude
would be towards seedlings from the famous Wye Ouk, since
our landscape plars are not at all finalized now. I
suggest you wait a year or two,

Yours sincerely,

Glenn E. Bennett
'm Executive Officer

Mr, Floyd Barger
69-23 66th Place
Clendale 27, N. Y.



Floyd Butge:
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69-23 66TH PLACE
GLENDALE 27, L. I., N. Y.

TELEPHONE HEGEMAN 3.4433

January 11, 1951

Mr. Byron Wood
Administrative Director
United Nations, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Wood:

I recall reading in some publication the other
day that Japanese cherry tree seedlings soon
would be planted on the UN grounds.

Then & friend of mine sent the enclosed clipping
from the Wilmington (Deleaware) Journal Every
Evening in which it is suggested that seedlings
from the famous Wye Oak, oldest white oak tree
in America, also might be planted on the UN
headquarters grounds.

This oek tree in Maryland is some 400 years old.
If you would consider a gift of some of these
seedlings, I could arrange their being sent
through the Stat. Forester of Maryland.

Sincerely yours,

]
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120-1-3-9/GEB
29 August 1950

Dear Mrs, Jessup:

Mr, Harrison is in Oslo today with ¥r. lie and other members of the
Board of Art Advisers who are considering some proclems in connection with in-
terior decorations of the courcil chambers, In ¥r, Herrison's absence I am

to your letier of August 26 relutive to the offer of a Garden of the
Nations for the Ferm:unent Headguarters.

The idea of establishing an internutional garden has been discussed
by top Secreturiat officisls and by the board of irt Advisers; that is, Wr.
Harrison, Mr. fovertson, ‘r. Covarrubias and ¥r, Cirlu. In general, everyone
is in favor of encoursging you to go forward, but there nus been no official
action. The Bosrd of Art \dvisers is merely an advisory sroup »iose function
is to make recomwendatione to the Secretary-leneral.

As secrelary, I have rrepared z draft rerort of the Board's first
meeting in June: included in this report is a snort poiicy statement by Prof.
Edman of Columbiaz University. Thls satire document will be incorporated into
the Secretary-Cereral's Terort to the Cenernl Assembly on all aspects of the
Permanent lleadquarters. The druft, as it sturds now, does not go iato rpecific
offers. Remarding landscaping, it coatains tne following puragraph:

"The Board of Art Advisers considers thut tie size of the buildings and
the monument:l character of the project recuires that the lundscaping

be carried out in such & way as to produce a scheme with a general open
charscter. It is considered preferable that planting be restrained in
order not to interfere v'th this open caaracter of the site. Landscaping
should accompany the buildings ond should not pe the doninating feature.
The main theme should be a large expanse of lawn relieved by informal
groups of trees. The mestion of other features such as outdoor sculpture
should be postponed until the landscaplng plan is further developed.”

There have Leen other suggestions for intermational gardens and there
are, of course, many details to be worked ocut regurding the type of planting,
the maintenance and the exnct location,

I believe that you can safely inform the chairman of the Women's
Kational Farm and Carden Association who is going to Copenhagen on September 7
that she can report that the United Nations has given every indication of wel-
the establishment of an international garden of some sort and is very
grate to those who have shown interest in the idea. Ne formal action has

Mrs. Philip C. Jessup
1726 Hoban Road, . W,
Washington 7, D. C,



Mrs, Philip C, Jessup -2~ 29 August 1950

been taken nor is any formal action necessary at the present time.
There are a number of administrative details which will have to be
worked out in Lhe future regarding tne management of such a project.

This is about the best I can do at the moment and I hope
it gives you a clear picture of how things stand now.

Tours sincerely,

GClenn £. Bennsett
Zxecutive Officer

cet My, Harrison




1726 Hoban Road, N.F¥.
Washington 7, D.C.

August 26, 1950,

Mr, Wallace K, Harrison

Director of Planning

United Nations Headquarterg O: fice
405 East 42 CStreet

New York 17, N.XY.

Dear Mr, Harrison:

Thank you very much ior your letter of August 15th,
I am delighted to hear that the Art Committee has decided
to accept the offer of a Garden of the Nations for the
Headquarters of the United Nations to be placed in the area
between the river and the General Assembly.

o be sure, your letter does not specifically state
that the Comuittee has decided to accept the garden ag a
gift from the women of the world - if Mrs, Migel and those
who are interested in helping her are able toorganize the
collection of money throughout the world - but I assume that
this is the meaning of the report which you say is now being
written and will be sent to Mrs. Migel.

I am sorry to be so persistent in bothering jou about
this magter but I am very anxious to know when the U,N, can
be expected to give "the green light" to this undertaking
which will need a good deal of thougiht and planning in order
to make the financial end of it a success., Yesterday the
chairman of The Women's National Farm and Carden Association
called me Irom New York to say that she was Ilying to Copenhagen
on September ¥th to attend an international congreszs of The
Associated Country Women of the World; branches of this
international body I happened to have brief contact with during
our recent trip in the orient and they expressed great interest
in the Garden &f the Nitions; so now the American chairman
wanted to know if she couldreport any progress to the inter-
national meeting at Cppenhagen. I told her that I would try
to obtain, before she leaves on September 7th,,some official
word so that she may be able to make an announcemcnt of the plan.
If you consider it premature I should like you to advise me;
but, if not, I think that it would present one very good opper-
tunity for some publicity.

Sincerely yours,
hi/‘**‘-‘ oA Z ;// /-;‘L\ /}"CWJ—H’{ - :
(Mrs. Philip C. fessup)

M.C.Migel

-
3

G



‘et o S J-9.

86 62/1/04 AWChe 23 December 1949

Dear Mrs, Migel:

The Secretary-Ueneral has
asked me to acknowledgs a letter addressed to him by
Mrs. Philip C. Jessup on the G6th of December, with
regard to a Garden of the Nations at the new headquarters
site,

The Secretary-General is much
interested in your suggestion and is referring the cor-

respondence to Mr, Wallace K, Farrison for further cone
sideration,

Very sincerely yours,

Andrew W, Cordier
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‘l. A GARDEN OF THE NATIONS

1 We, the undersigned, beg to submit to Mr. Trygve Lie, Secretary
General of the United Nations, the following suggestions for his con-
sideration and approvel: Knowing that within the plams for the new
buildings for the United Nations, there are spaces dedicated to
gardens, it is proposed that the proper authorities be asked to consider
the building of a Garden of the Nations; financed, designed, planted,

and tended by the women of the Nations.

. Women from every Country could perticipate in the creation and
1ife of this garden, whose beauty would be inspirational to everyone who
saw it, On summer days, the shade of its trees, the perfume of its
flowers, its cool fountains would make it an ideal place for reposeful
gatherings, pleasant for conversations that might change the face of

the World. Where else can greater Peace be found than in a garden?

Mme. Fernand vgh-L&ngenhove Pr;ncesa wan waltl &non
(Belgium) (Thailand)
,//ﬁ/fﬂ(, Litwan Meseloirie @doful
W¥s. Joao Carlos Wuntz Lady Theodosia Cadogan
(Brazil) (United Kingdom)
_ ; '/_/_.“'/2/" f /\, ——
G, P /U et : 6/./{&’.&“,
¥rs., Fawzl Bey Krs. Warpen R. Austin
(Egypt) (United States)
FD { Basga (-' F‘:' b\..»‘-‘-:f
Mme Jean Chauvel
(France)

New York - December the third, 1949









FEC RS S

The Honorable gve Lie
Secretary of
the United Netions

Lake Euccess, New York

Dear Nr, Lle,

Because of personal enthusissw I am
-nah.yon'{hmm
conserning & Oarden of the Natlions, &
Ewmmmumm

t by the women of the world,

The 1desa has been discussed with
¥r, fallace RBarrison eand he approves

it in thecory.
Had time tted I am sure that we might
have signstures {rom [ifty-nine

nations inetesd of conly from Selglum,
Srazll, Zgypt, Frecce, Thalland, The
Urited Kingdom and the United &lates,

It ie to Nre, ¥, C, ¥igel of New Yovk

that we are indebdbted for the couception

of this splendid undertaking. Sho

proposes, with the held of many other

women u.n! through national and interastlonal

's organizetions, Lo raise at lesst
:ﬂnn mhn in iuu donations from
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A GARDEN OF THE NATIONS

We, the undersigned, beg to submit to Mr. Trygve Lie, Secretary
Generel of the United Nations, the following suggestions for his con-
sideration and approval: Knowing that within the plans for the new
buildings for the United Nations, there are spaces dedicated to

gardens, it is proposed that the proper authorities be asked to consider
the building of a Garden of the Natioms; financed, designed, planted,

and tended by the women of the Natioms,

Women from every Country could participate in the creation and
life of this garden, whose beauty would be inspirational to everyone who
sew it., On summer days, the shade of its trees, the perfume of its
flowers, its cool fountains would make it an ideal place for reposeful
getherings, pleasant for conversations that might change the face of

the World., Where else can greater Peace be found than in a garden?

Signed Dby:

Mme Fernand van Langenhove (Belgium)

Mrs, Joao Carlos Muniz (Brazil)

NMrs. Fawzil Bey (Egypt)

Nme Jean Chauvel (France)
Princess Wan Waithayakon (Thailand)

Lady Theodosia Cadogan (United Kingdom)
Mrs. Warren R. Austin (United States)

New York - December the third, 1949



120-1-3-1/GEB

8 Pebruary 1950

Dear Mrs, Roosevelt:

We suggest that you reply to the attached letter
from Mrs. Marjorie Hopkins, Executive Director, Medford Girl
Scout Council in Oregon, along the following lines:

There have been several pronosals for worldwide
participation in the final beautification of the United
Nations Headquarters and United Natione officials are in-
terested in adopting some procedure which will give an
opportunity to a great many people to contribute in some way
to the Headquarters project. Several officials hold the
belief that worldwide particination in some phases of the
Headquarters development would be beneficial to the United
Nations and would be in keeping with the spirit of the charter.
There have been suggestions for a neace garden in which flowers
from all over the world could be planted and other suggestions,
such as war memorials. We are studying the problems involved
but at the present time have not decided upon a plan which we
believe is entirely satisfactory,

Mrs, hopkins' suggestion is worthy of consideration
and we are happy to have it, We have kept a copy of her letter.

Very truly yours,

Glenn E. Beunett
Executive Officer

Mrs. FPranklin D. Roosevelt
The Park Sheraton Hotel
202 Pifty Sixth Street VWest
New York 19, N. Y,
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) Medford Girl Scout, Council '
/fm 500 East Main Street, MFedford, Oregon p /2

January 19, 1950

Mrs, F. D. Roosevelt
Portland, Oregon

Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

We wish to add our welcome to the Oregon voices that will greet
you in Portland on Sunday. We cannot be oresent but we know that the neople of our
state will benefit greatly in the understanding of the United Nations and of what
must be done to create peace and harmony among neople.

Because you have always been so graciocus in answering all
questions, we are eager to ask your estimate of an idea that has come to us just
recently. Because we too think our children must be occuried with "deeds" rather
than words only if neace is to be a reality we wonder if they could engage in an
activity that would make them aware of other young vpeonle over the world and
together with them to begin to work for peace.

The plan in its mosi embryonic stage is this.,
A Friendship court patio or a retaining wall that would have native stones, perhaps
with one side nolished, The stones to be gathered by grouns of Girl Scouts or otner
voung people, so that it would be world wide.

Whether the United Nations in its building program would have
a place for such architecture would be a question., A study would have to be made to
show the apnroximate size and thickness of the stones, whether nolished or not. A
receiving depot for this native material and of course a set date for the accumulation
of stones for placement in the cemented structure,

HBecause there are beautiful native apate stones in Orepgon, we
thought that a nolished side embedded in cement or asphalt would make a beautiful
and lasting floor for a matio or a court entrance, If this was not feasihle, then
perhans a retaining wall of Frierdship,

We do feel that some tangible evidence of world interest in
the permetuating of world understanding has great value, Pennies could be collected
but no real effort or interest would be called as would the material that would
be used in building,

You would know whether the mechanics would be too invelved
and whether this is purely a visionary idea or a tangible one.

Mrs, Harlan Bosworth, a member of our Girl Scout public
relations committee and an active member in the League of Women Voters, and an
active Democrat brought this idea to us and asked us to present it to you.

Whether the plan is feasible or not, we are glad to
express our welcome and anpreciation to you.

Sincerely,
/s/ ¥arjorie liopkins

(Mrs.) Marjorie hopkins
Executive Director.
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be: Communicetions & Records Div,
No. CGS/62/1/080/HG

120-1-3-6/GEB 1 W 2949

Dear Mrs, Mueller:

Your letter of May S addressed
to the Secretary-Oeneral has been naeced
to this office. Thank you for yowr ex-
pression of interest in our oroject.

Iours sincerely,

Glenn E. Bennett
fn Lxecutive Officer

Mrs, Vera Myeller
695 Court Street
Salem, Oregon
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be: Communications & Records Div,
__ No, CGS/62/1/080/HG

120-1-3-6/GEB
6 Hay 1949

. Dear Mrs, West:

The Secretary-Ceneral has referred
to me your very kind letter of 28 April. We
aprreciate your taiking the time to send us
the clivping from the "Christian Science
Monitor". Thank you for your good wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Clean E. Bennett
'm Pxecutive Officer

Mrs. Alice B, West
653Sasiatchewan Street ¥,
Moose Jaw, Sasiatchewan
Canada
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120-1-3-6/GEB 17 May 1949

Dear Mrs, Heid:

Thank you for your wvery iind
letter of May 9 addiressed to the Secreta
General, We ansprecinte your el i
interezt in our work.

ry—

expression of

Yours sincerely,

Glenn E. Bennett
Executive Officer

¥rs., Carolyn Belle White Reid
Women's Cottuge
Veterans Admin, br,,
Loe Angeles 25, California
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'120-1-3—&/@ 24, Pebruary 1949

. Dear Mrs, Smith:

This will acknowledge the receipt of

your letter of February 10th in which you sub-

. mitied your ideas of the"Symbol of Man's Hope
for Peace" in comnection with ocur United Nations
Headquarters project.,

Your .i.nt.maung comments have been cir-
culated Lo mexbers of our architectural staff. We
appreciate your interest in our project ami hope

. that it will meet at least some of your expectations.

Yours sincerely,

Glenn E. Bennett
Executive Officer

Mrs, Bussell Owen Ssith
¢/o Patton Barracks

» EUCOM,
APO 4035 ¢/o Postmaster,
New York, N.Y.

f
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Feldalbars, Germany,

Psb. '1C, 1349,
Mr. Wallace Yarrison,
Architect, Unlted Nations Egrs.,
Bew Yorz City..
Denr ¥r Yarrison,-

i wich t5 ;miboit or fdeallcf the Symdol of Man'a Fape Tor Peace, to e Iuilt
inte U.X. Capliol,

There are two "EINGS that have proven Lhemselves international over the ages,
enjored gnd regarded with retlerm by all., They are muaic and MNaweres. There are twn
croups of FECFLE that have besn cur hops ever, = miding tia o a betier Taturs, Thaw
are the thinkere, forwardloocking eller glateanen,nuck as Woodiow %'lecn and Tryves 1le,
and chlldren all 2ver the world. Our future world rar U plasnned L™ ke Llloiers b0

£t will be {ulfilled by children of all countrias loinin, Xanis for ‘he common pord

e

Therefore, oy sigzestion e trn have a forual “"itrarr-music =sam salsalle
for use for meditatlcn and alsc to glve corcerte ln, 1t ghila be two storler NiFYk to
be lupreesive. In niches arouri the walls shoculd ba placed elaiuss 7 forwardlooking
tbinkera, of the past znd nf Lthe future. There should he a vieta off of thias roci,
the future, a solarium or glasseaverald pat.u. i the cmuler of t™a patla, surrouniing
a puil,would be stature of children of all nations Joinizg hande 'n a clrele of usnite,
The backfgrourd at the far end of thr palic «.-74 bave an aviary of doves, [ramed by
olive trees and laurel aghistgs, W vr sl lhe success 2 prace, in a suny, bright,
hopeful 1ight.

United Nations, peace ani “imdeinlendin:s in (Ne woric, shoul. Be rentepeales
as a liviny thing, evc-thing L2 inncire and Ype ased eiaryiny. 1Ll aee.a to me the aboin
sugerstion fu.filles that idea. Al -at'une can .in in coniridutiona towards Turaishine

thene reoms.

. e T p
Sincerelv, 7/," e ?:-"“‘2‘*"’ —i",. V) A&,
Mra Ruseell Jemn Smith,
ciu Patton Barraces,
hqra., TUCOM,

A 0.455, New York, M.Y..



L N

il sinth ittt

Fesruary 3, 1949

Ma, LEo PERLIS, NATIONAL DIRECTOR,
Nationae CIO CommuniTy ServiceEs CommiTTEE
1776 Broapway, New Yomrx 19, N.Y,

Dear Me, PERLIS:

MR, LIE HAS ASKED ME TO THANK YOU FOR
YOUR MOST THOUGHTFUL LETTER OF JANUARY 27TH,
AND TO EXPRESS KIS APPRECIATION OF YOUR INTEREST
IN THE UNITED NATIONS,

YOUR LETTER MAS BEEN FORWARDED TO Mm,
WALLACE K, HArRRISON, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING, AT
OUR HEADQUARTERS PLANNING OFFICE IN NEw YoORK,
FOR CONSIDERATION,

SINCERELY YOURS,

Byrown PrRiICE

br. ’lm.u&“

e

ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GENERAL
ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES

Bt :uc

CC = MR, HAREISON
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1776 BROADWAY e NEW YORK 18, N.Y. e CO 5-2373

PHILIP MURRAY, Honorary Choirmen « IRVING ABRAMSOMN, Choirman « JOHN BROPHY, Treaswrer
TED F. SILVEY, Secretory « GEORGE BALDANZI « HARKY BOYER .« L 5. BUCKMASTER
HAROLD J. GARNO « JOHN J. GROGAN « BESSIE HILLMAN .+ JOSEPH H. LEVY
EMIL MAZEY « DAVID J. McDONALD « AUGUST SCHOLLE « LEO PERLIS, Nolionsl Directer

Jamuary 27,1949

Mr. Trygve lie, “ecretary-General
United Nations
Lake Suecess, New York

Dear lir, Lie:

It occurred to me that it might be a good idea to erect on the
site of the United Nations headquarters in llew York City a suitable
monument or memorial symbolic of the essential desire among the peoples
of the world for lasting peace out of small contributions voluntarily
given by the children throughout the world. I am thinking of a modest
eum which can be easily raised for such a project. The monument might
be built with materials native to the member nations of the United llations.

I would appreciate your comments.

Very sinc

-

il

leo Perlis
National Director

AT LEAST ONE HOUR'S PAY EACH MONTH
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July 26, 1948

L. Harrison
Director of Planning

cc to lir. Bennett with incoming

WEN 0
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GREVILLE RICKARD
Architect

139 EAST 53RD STREET
NEW YORK 22, N. Y.

Telepbone Plaza 9-2803

July 22, 1948

¥r. Wallace K. Herrison
Director of Planning
United NationsHeadquarters, Plamning Office
45 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, New York
He: Possille mistake of
Deer Mr. Harrison: widening Prospect Place

in connection with the petition from Tudor City residents protesting
egeinst the United Netions' architects' plen for widening Prospect Place by
eighteen feet, I wish to add my own opinion as both an architect and Tudor City
resident.

Before such & project is approved, I recommend that those architects work-
ing on the plans, if they heve not already done 5o, visit the site in the two
parks at Prospect Place, &nd spend some hours getting the feel and the functioning
of the plece. In my opinion, the plezsant intimacy which now connects the apart-
ments with the perks would be tragicslly ruined and the jarks seriously cur-
tailed in effectiveness, if this plan were to be carried out.

Very little traffic moves through Prospect Place, only an occasional taxi
or & privste cer, which, because the street is not wide, glways moves slowly and
ceutiously. £ wide avenue would invite speed and danger, and as well, destroy
the existing atmosphere. Hany residents, smong them some old ledies,who find the
parks so readily sccessible because of their nearness, would hesitate to cross &
wide formidable,avenue.

Furthermore, the charm of the psrks themselves would be seriously damaged.
They would become distorted, wushed out of shape, end enormous expense would be
involved in replanting them,while the charming gateways and shelters would be
disturbed or removed, unless enormous sums were sbpent.

If widening the street is desirable, why not widen it by only five feet?
That would be & considereble widening. Why so much &s eighteen feet? Why such
e grandiose bouleverd?

I cennot but feel, 211 things considered, that this contempleted change
hes been considered toc much on paper, not enough in actuality; that it has been
conceived by someone unacquainted with, end unsympethetic with,the gentle way of
living that goes on zlong Prospect Place.

S8incgrely yours,

P. 8. I en sending this same letter to the Mgyor in protest.

GR/met
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12 Mgust 1947

Mr, leo Chabert
Broadym 18, e Terk
Dear Mr, Chabert:

I bave your letter of August 3 and the enclosure
to Mayor O'Duyer concering development in the neighborhoed
of the United Netions Permanent Headquarters Site, I find
it very interesting and have passed it around to various
neubers of the staff, including Hr, Harrisenm,

Thenk you very much,

Yours very truly,

Glenn E, Bemnett
Executive Officer
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Leo Chabert
1562-38th Street
Brooklyn 18, N.Y.

August 3, 1947.
Glenn E. Bennett Esg.,

U.N. Planning Office
I270 Avenue of the Americas

Dear ¥Er. Bennett:

me
Earlier this year you were kind to invite to
discuss my planned art center in the U.N. area. Uwing to
many developments and difficulties I was unable to accept.

kay 1 offer my appologies.

The recent Zeckendorf proposal oblige me to inter-
rupt my leisurly negotiaticns with the various art groupe
of this City and propose a program "MINIMUM" for pure rea-
sons of expediency. I believe that the outline presented in my
eutdine letter to the Mayor, can be made acceptable to the
VWebb & Knapp interests and the City as well without a struggle.
However, I shall not overlook the opportunity, should it
lend itself, and attempt to carry out the programm "MAXTMUM™
which includes eight more highly desirable cultural and art
inetitutions which can be located where * propose now for

housing. (See page 4, the Mayors letter)
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It is evident that it has become important that
the dignity and majesty of the approach to the U.N. Capital
should be preserved. It can be done by concerted action.

I beg you to édiscuss this matter with MR, Harrison and
ingquire if your office will be wiliing to prepare sketches
and authorotive discriptions for both the minimum and

maximum proposals.

If the VWebb & Knapp interests will be willing to
to accept in principle my proposals, the investing firm and
I,will present a detailed financial plan to the Soard of
Estinzte. Unless some pressure will be brought to bear now
the great expectations for a monumental approach to the U.N.
may remain the inadequate Mosew plan. I know that the Commi-

gcioner ie not too enthusiastic about it himself.

Lost of my important contacts in the art circles
are away for the moment. Let us not permit the fox to play
havoc in the barnyard in the farmers absence... Fortunately

there are other great investing firms who would take over

Vhry truly i¢£/2

LEO CH&BERT.

the Webb & Knapp prove nearsighted.



Leo Chabert
1562-38th St.
Brooklyn 18,N.Y.
Rugust 2, 1947.
Honorable William O'Dwyer
Mayor of the City of New York.

Dear My. Mayor:

Soon after the announcement of the Hockfeller gift
to the United ¥ations I have made an attemp to interest some
influential art institutions to band together and acquire a
suitable tract of land in the immediate U.N. area for the pur-
pose of creating a self sustaining art center befitting our
great Metropolis.

Late in Sarch of this year I tried to interest the
Webb & Knapp firm to assemble what is known in realty circles
a "FACKAGE" for the proposed art center. I was not fortunate
to get their attention. However, I continued to work on my
plan. Now, I learn that ¥r. Zeckendorf has offered to the
Board of Estimatean interesting proposition which as reported

you are going to cosinder.

I wish if I may voiece my opinion in this matter,
and hope that you or the Board of Estimate will grant me the
opportunity to offer further suggestions not included in
this letter. I have made a study of this problem and hope
to be able to contribute what 1 can.
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1 do not believe that by presenting two narrow
blocks as gift is sufficient reason to permit the complete
commercialization of the proposed U.N. concourse in the name
of dubious arrangement of a cultural and art development.

If I am any judge of the temper of the various U.N.
delegations this plan will not meet with their approval. 1
believe that the U.N. will find ways to protest against an
attempt to bloeck the monumental approach with a peculiar
conespt of deliberate planning. Under the e¢ircumstances the
Moses plan has far greater merits, since it pretends no
grandize schemes. By the Commissioners own addmission the
Moses plan follows a temporary expediency.

I do not believe that our great labor unions and
the many interested civiec organizations will approve the
prospect of utilizing the City's power of eminent domain
in order to create a second rate Uroadway or Madison avenue.
The City should not be hasty in establishing a precedent of
this sort unless a great deal more good can be obtained for
the people of New York. I kmow that your Goverment is imbued
with a real desire to show appropriate hospitality to the
4orld Yapital. However, the <4eckendorf proposal has great
possibilities and the plan should not be abondoned entirely.

I wish to ammend the Z%eckendorf plan. I am confident
that the Webb & Knapp interest are capable to carry out the
alternate plan. However, should the %ebb & Knapp choose to
stall and refuse to utilize this opportunity, there are a
number of equally reliable firms who will syndicate to carry
a more suitable plan and meet the City's needs.
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GRAND OPERA. I have reason to believe that
the Metropalitan Opera Ass. will be interested to make their
new home im the proposed Art Benter

CONCERT HALL. There is an opportunity to have
Carnegie Hall Inc. utilize this arrangement and establish
itself in a new and better equipped auditorium as well as

other moresutable facilities for concerts presentations

BALLET THEATER. I have discussed this matter
with Mr. S. Hurok who believes that a permanent Ballet is
not only desirable but possible, and that he will be willing
to undertake the creation of such an institution under the
provisions that will be worked out.

WORLD THEATRE. Migs Eva LB Gallienne has &
rmarkable plan for & world repertory theatre which would
enable the presentation of the best productions from all
the great art organizations of the world to be presented
here regularly.

Movie Theatre. The movie industry of the
United States will suppor®' the erection of such a theatre.

City Center. The City of New York has made
a fine start in presenting plays, musicals, ballet and many
productiond suitable for children. Such worthwhile revivals
should be sontinked under more ideal conditione.

LIBRARY. The need for library combined with
good exhibition and lecture facilities, for the use our own
¢itizens and the many visitors is unestimatable.
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1 should be glad to take with the Webb & Knapp
interest the various phzes of financing the proposed art
center. One must realize that a private business organiza-
tion cannot very well undertake a public development, par-
ticularly where art is concerned. Om the other hand our
City's finances, owing to the trend of rising costs, cannot
be regarded as a sourse of capitalization

Eay 1 humbly suggest that I may work out an alter=-
nate plan with the Webb & Knapp organization based on the
general principles outlined in this letter.

It is being estimated that the total cost of the
proposed sedevelopment will amount more $250.000.000, and
ghould give the City an additional annuzl revenue from 3 to
4 million dollarxs.

May I point out that New York has really grown
only recently. All the great centers of the world were des-
troyed, from time to time, either by fire, ravages of war
or natural causes., which permitted their comperative moder-
nization. New York can be lmproved by such bold schemes as
the recent redevelopments such as Rockfeller Center, the Met-
ropalitan housing and now the fine offer by Mr. Zeckendorf.
The unusual situation owing to the close proximity to the U.N.
Capital requires greater deliberationm.

Régpectfully yours

LEO CHAEERT.
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May 10, 1947 2

Mr. Trygve Lie, Secretary General
The United Nations

Fluehing Meedows, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Lie:

In the May 12, 1947, issue of Time mesgezine, there was an article con=
cerning & rock thet had been sent from gy home state (Massachusetts) to be

. used as a cornerstone for the U. N. Skyscraper.

The United Netions ie representative of the world of natione and any
cornerstone from America would not represent the Russiean, or the French,
or the Mexicen, or the many other netions' ways of life.

It would seem thet the success of the United Nations depends largely on
the generstion still too young to vote. It will be these children who will
either take the lead to & better world or teke the easy roed of indifference
to other peoples and eit unconcerned of the impounding disester thet would

. surely befesll the world.

It is suggested as & fitting cornerstone, that every one nation of the
United Nations be given a2 quo*a of & thou:gnd buttone to be donated by the
little tykes. Even the poorest of children cen dig up & button. Then the
corneretone would not be mede of rich or poor children's buttons, but all
children's buttons. There could be & letter of thenks to each donor, that
would be & constent pride to the child end to his femily, and & constant
reminder thet the United Nations has to succeed. The time spent in meiling
out & hundred ofld thousand letters to the children of the world might pay

for itself if it helped to secure the pesse of the world,



I believe thet eny large plastic compeny in the United States would
offer their services and cement the buttons into a large transparent plestic
block, that would be truly representative of the United Netions.

Someday, we might find & delegete, whc stops for e moment before

entering the building to see if he can find his button in the cornerstone.

Sincerely your

A numeﬁﬂo FonmL ACKNI -Mgr\r._s.utm ')
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11 March 1947

Dear Boys & Girls,

1 am directed by the Secretary-Gemerel to
aciknowledge with gratitude the receipt of your
letter of 31 Jamuary 1947.

Your sugg-stiom was appreciated and sub-
mitted to the attention of ¥r, Wallace K. Harrisonm,
Director of Planning United Natioms Headquarters,
I believe that the boys and girls of all countries
of the world will have the opportumity to con-
tribute something to this great project,

Yours very truly,

Glenn E, Dennett,
Executive Officer

The Pupils of the World Geography
and History Class,
c¢/of Dr. Joseph Pomeroy Widney High School,
1937 South Grand Avemue,
Los Anceles 7, California,
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FORM 34-E-14 300M 7-43

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL Dr. Joseph PDL&%M

Jenuary 31, 1947

-

Mr., Trygve Lie, Secretary-General

United Netions

Attention: Mr. Wallace K. Herrison

Director of Planning, United Nations Headquarters
New York, New York

Dear Sir: Qy2liid
& $ 7
We of the World Geography and History Cl8s8& of R

Widney High School think it would be a good idea uilde &y

ing the United Nations Capitol to have every nat - |

the world contribute some material for which it ds. &/
As exemples, Italy could send marble, Swé old ,

contribute steel, and Belgium could furnish glasss g, -
Perhaps all these materials could be built\t\%—qqf \

the Assembly Hall. ——

Respectfully submitted,

. Viorld Geography and History Class

Dr. Widney High School
(\ / 1937 South Grand Avenue,
|

Los Angeles 7, California

0o - Qhel,

Approved; El txfor DV Dougt:erty, Prin,
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