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2 E1EVA 217 17 1557 

I 7 JArJ ,"'r:.7 

/J,t NATIO S Y 

U VA 11 0 ~ FROM OBEZ YOUR 101 STOP ONSULTED /' 

MICHEL CICR WHb MADE FOLLOWIN COMM. TS STOP TRADITIO AL 

AC IVITIES O IMPLEMENTED BY CIR WERE WOR ED OUT EFO E SITU TIO 

AS DESCRIBED IN FAO ECTION REPORT WAS KNO AND HAD FULLY 
' 

DEV.LOPED CM.A AND EN FROM INFORMATIO ATHERED BY THEM 

MEAT 

P2 

COULD OT BE CONSIDERED AS PLENTIFUL IN BUDAPEST ST P PLE TIFUL 

SUPPLIES ESULTED SU SEQUENTLY FROM LAC OF FODDER STOP FURTHERMO E ,___, 
TRADITIO LP O AMME AS DESCRIBED ANNEX ONE LETTER BOISSIER DESI NED 

TO IVE ASSISTANCE C TAIN CATE ORIES OF POPULATION AD THOSE 

CATE O IES DONOT NECESSARILY HAVE PURCHASE PO ER 

'ECESSA Y TO COVER ESSENTIAL MEAT REQUIREMENTS 
p 

STOP SO LOG AS STOCKS PERMIT CIC DOES OT ENVlSA E 

CU!TIN TINNED MEAT SUPPLIES OUT OF THEIR T ADITlONAL RELIEF 

PRO AMME STOP CIC LSO INDICAT THESE TRADITIONAL 

ACTIVITIES OULD OT E AFFECTED IF EN AL ELIEF PRO, AMME 

IS IMPLEMENTED SI E THOSE A TIVITIES NOT DESI NED TO ASSIST 

SAMEC TE ORIES OF POP L TION STOP ENERAL 

P4 

RELIEF PRO AMME DESI NED TO PROVIDE MINIMUM AID TO 

BUDAPEST POP LAT IO I VIE '1 VES OF ASI FOOD 

ADO HER ESENTIAL SUPPLIES Ll ELY TO BE I NEAR FUTURE 

L AS EX AI JED PA A AH THE~ THEI 
,' EMOR DUM TWE TY EI HT DECEM E STO AS EXPLAINED·'PARA 

TWO SAME MEMO TRADITIONAL PROGRAMME MAY EVE HAVE 

PS 

TO BEELAR ED TO ASSIST LAR ER UMBER OF SPECIFIC ATE O !ES 

TO ENEFIT FROM SUCH PRO AMMES PARTICULARLY IF SITUATION 

FURTHER ETERIORATES A.D PARTICULARLY IF LARE UNEMPLOY E 

OCCURS STOP ALSO QUA TITIES OF SUPPLIES ENVISA ED IN TRADITIONAL 

PRO~RAMMES I OODS SUCH AS FATS CMA SU A CMA FLOUR SHO 

DIFF E CE I SCALE OF ACTION 

P6 

U DERTAKEN AS OMPARED TO ENER L RELIEF PRO AMME STOP 

TRADITIONAL PRO RAMMES DESI NED TO COVER EED OF SPECIFIC 

CATE~ORIES OF P0PULATION EXPLAINED IN LETTER ALLOPIN . 
SEVENTl DECEMBER STOP ALTHOU HEYE REALISE T~IS NOT 

TI LY SATISFACTORY REPLY HOPE IT ILL HELP AS ER 

POSSIBLE I MEDIATE UESTIO STOP FO FURTHER DETAILS QUESTION 

WOULD HAVE TO 

P7 



,2 ~ENEYA 217 17 1557 

UNATIO• IIY 

h -~· 111 co-,. no• ••a 1911 Ill ITOP C ... ILTII 

NICIEL~ CICI DO IIADI FILLOIII; ciliNDITS STOP ffAllTIOIAL 

ACTIYITIES V lllPLENINTD IT CICI WDE VOIID OUT ID'OI[ ITUATIOI 

AS ESCIIBED 11 TAO SICTIOI ltPOIT WAS DOW llll IAI FULLY 

1)£Y[LOPID CNA AND IJIDI .raott IIF INATI • ,:ATIDEI IT THEM 

IIIAT 

P2 

,.$ 

COULD NOT BE CONSIDIIED AS PLINTITUL IN IUIAPIST STOP PLENTIFUL 

SUPPLIES RESULTED SUBS[QUINTLY FIOM LAC)( or FOD ER STOP fURTKDlMORE 

TRAIITIONAL PIOGRAMNI AS l>[SCIIIED ANNEX ONI LITTD IOISSIO l>[Sl~N[D 

TO QlY[ ASSIITUC[ CERTAIN CAT[c:c>IIES or POPULATION All TIOSI 

CAT[~IIES NOT IICESSAIILY llAV[ PUICIASI POVD 

N[C[SSAJ.Y TO covn ISSINTIAL NEAT IEQUIIIMEMTS 

P3 

STOP SO LONQ AS ST CICS PDIIIT ClCI IOES IIOT DIVISAt:[ 

CUTTIN~ TINNED NEAT SUPPLIES OUT or T [II nADITIONAL l[Ll[F 

PRObiAM[ STOP CIC ALSO INDICATES THESE TIAIITIO AL 

ACTIVITIES VOULI NOT IE AffICT[I Ir ;DtEIAL IILIEF PIOQ:IAMNE 

IS IIIPLIIIDITII SI Cl TIOSE ACTIYITIU .IIOT IEIIc:NII TO ASSIST 

SAMI CAT G:Oll[S or POPULATION STOP l:DIDAL 

~ 

IELID' Pl GAIIII IESI [D T Pl YIDE IIINIIIUM All TO 

BUDAPEST POPULATIO IN Vl[V IISIIV[S or IASIC roo 

AND OTKD INTIAL UPPLIES LIXILY TO IE IN NEAi FUT [ 

AT IANGEI IJS LOW LEVEL AS EXPLAIN[ PilAt:IAPII TDEE TllEII 

MEt«>iA DUN TVENTY EI'11T 1£C£NBD STOP AS EXPLAINED PAIA 

TVO SAM[ KE:HO TRA ITI AL Pl,O;tAMM[ MAY [V[N KAVE 

,' ,, 



,, 
Tt II DLAIC:D T ASSIST ~C:D IIUDD er SPECIFIC CAT[a.llIEs 

TO BEIID'IT RI SUCK PI0'1ll1911:1 PAITIC: LAILY If SITUATI I 

FUITID IETDIO ATES ANI PlltlCULAILY Ir wa: NDIPLOTIIDIT 

OCCUIS STOP lLS QUANTITIES 11 SIPPUD DflSAC:D Ill TIAIITIONAL 

PltaAIIIES II mo1s SUCI lS 1lTI cu 1u;&1 CIIA ,1..1. II W 

DIFFil[NCt I SCALI or ACTIO 

PC 

UNDEIT&IDI AS COIIPAIJ:J TO C:INDAL IILID' PIOCIAIIU: TOP 
r 

fflllTIOIIIAL Pl0'1~111U IESIC:ND TO C YD IID IF 1PECI1IC 

CAT[~ll[S POPULATION IXPLAIND Ill LITTEI 'ALLIPIII 

SIVDfTI DICENID STOP ALT oua EYJ: IEALI E TIIS IOT 

INT,IIILY SlTISFlCTOIT IIPLT IOPE IT WIU IILP AIIIWD 

POSSIIL[ I•DIATE IUUTIOIS STOP roa J'UaTID IETAILI IDTIOI 

VOULI IAYI TO 

P7 

11 ID'DID IT CICI Tl Tllll IELEl&Tlll YIDIIA AD 

IUIAPUT lNI TIDD I ftUU 1111111 •IE TINE 

111111 

,' ., 
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AL DRAFT TO BE co~iPL'tTED IN 30 MI UTES DOUBT WH . 
'Dils lNrORMATION CA BE SORTED. OUT IN TIME. WILL TY// TRY TO USE 

'n£AT WHICH Is CONSISTENT • HOWEVER THERE IS OBVIOUS INCONSISTENCY . 

WITH FOOTNOT~ 2 IN ANNEX 1 TO ClCR LETTER 28 DECEMBER. 

DO YOU HAVE THIS AD CA YOU RESOLVE THIS SPECIFIC POINT NOWT 

t 

- YES I CA ADD THAT ,IN REPLY TO A SIMILAR QUARY WHICH I MADE 
., . 

TO MICHEL HE ~S INDICATED THAT OF COURSE DEVELOPME. T TRADITIO.AL . . . 
ACTIVITIES MAY LATER BE RECONSIDERED A AINST NEW NEEDS AS ELL 

AS A AINST . IMPLEMENTATION ANY LARGm RELIEF PRO AMME AND OR 

ECONOMIC AID/7 RECEIVED FROM ANY SOURCE• OU/// HO EVER CICR 
. 

DOES ,OT CONTEMPLATE THIS LIKELY TO OFFDl NEAR FUTURE 

TO OMIT roor OTE OR ANY STATEMENT TO EFFECT THAT GENERAL 

DlERGENCY RELIEF Ii ADOPE ADOPTED WOULD DISPENSE WITH 

rmx ANY ITEMS MENTIONED IN ANNEX 1. IN ADDITION 

WOULD REFER TO SOME or THE CONSIDERATIONS YOU OBTAINED FROM 

MICHEL SUCH AS QUOTE SPECIAL CATEGORIES OF PERSONS UNQUOTE 

AND DANGER or SHORTAGE IN NEAR FUTURE. I WILL OBVIOUSLY 

HAVE TO CLEAR THIS. DO YOU THINK THIS WOULD SATISFY 

CICR? 

OVER 

I ,, 



@ 

- AGRE£ E TIRELY. YOU CAN.CERTAINLY OMMIT FOOTNOTE IN ANEX . 
SEEMS IMPORTANT AT LEAST IN CONVERSATIONS EMPHASISED DIFFERENCES 

.BETWEEN TWO PROGRAMMES IN TERMS OF CATE ORIES OF PERSONS TO BE 

ASSISTED t>" ALSO C/// QUANTITIES INVOLVED • H0 1JEVER CICR ALT.JAYS 

WISHED MAXE CLEAR THAT ~ENERAL EMER E CY RELIEF PROGRAMME IS NOT ,, 
ECONOMIC AID• IF YO TISH~ CAN PERSUE MATTER ITH CICR AND 

t 

OBTAIN FURTHER CLARIFICATION TO TELEPRI T YOU Y MO DAY. 
-~ 

AFTER 1Ml/flSJ / ., THEY .c'ONSULTED VIE A. . .· 

~ELIEVE AT THIS STAGE TO PROCEDE ALONC LINES SUGGESTED MY 

PREVIOUS STATE ENT AD YOU REPLY• FURTHER CLARIFICATION 

WOULD NOT BE AVAILABLE 1 TIME• WILL TRY TO GO AHEAD 

NOW 

11lA K YOU 

- THA KS YOU OTHER SU JECTa QUERY HAVE YOU OW RECEIVED MAT IAL 
. . 

CICR POUCHED YESTERDAY AD DO YOU STILL INTEND TO INCLUDE THIS 11TH 

OTHER PART HAPI'ER THREE IN A ADDE DUM TO REPORT 

ovm ••• 

• ATIRIAL OT YET RED// RECEIVED AND DECISIO Not 

FINALJ..Y TAKEN CONCERNING CIRCULATION IN AGENDA ////// 

CIRCULATIO IN ADDENDUM TO REPORT • WILL LET YOU KNOW 

WHE WE HAVE STUDIED IT . MUST GO UPSTAIRS NOW AND HOPE 

TO START TELETYPING ENGLISH TEXT CHAPTERS 1 AND 2 

AT 1401NEWYORKTIME OR AT LATEST l5ttHRS NEWYORKTIME 

fflA K YOU 

- END or CONVERSATION 

,' ,, 
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WE ARI THRILLED TO RECEIVE ~£FORE TOMORROW MORNIN~ 
r:----__ . 

OOD BYE. 

.; 

END or co FtRENCE ••• 1725z 
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73 ~ENEVA 133 15 181 Z 
.. 

UNATIO s. Y 

UNGVA 86 DES.EYNES OHEN FROM O EZ FURTHER OUR 8.3 EWIN SU"' EST$ 
t' 

FOLLOW! ~ A ENDMENTS TO HIS ~EMORA D M STOP FIRSTLY ON PAE SIXTEEN 
f· ' • 

I FOR ATION RECENTLY PPUBLISHED IN OFFICIAL HU'~ARIAN E1SPAPER AFTER 
, 

RETU N or UN ISSION'"~ INDICATES THAT BUL ARIA HAS IVE. HUN ARY CREDIT . ' 

AMOU 1TIN TO~O E MILLION SEVEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY 

2 

THOUSAND DOLLARS STOP ADDITIONAL THREE MILLION SEVEN HUNDRED A 1D FIFTY 

THOUS ND DOLLARS CREDIT IS UNDER NE OTIATIO 

HU ARY STOP SE ONDLY FOLLOWIN NAMES SHOULD £ ADDED TO LIST OF 

PERSONS VISITED IN B DAPEST COLON LUX DEPUTY MI ISTDl HOUSIN AND 

RAUTMAN CHIEF A HITECT AD EN INEDl MINISTRY OF HOUSIN STOP 

THIRDLY 

3 

ON PAE TWO FIRST PARA LAST ES INSTEAD OF QUOTE TWOYEAR 

PRO RAMME UNQUOTE READ QUOTE TH EYEAR PROGRAMME UNQUOTE AD 

LINE !~STEAD OF QUOTE 1959 UNQUOTE READ QUOTE 196 

U1 QUOTE 

FM: 86 3 195 1960 

' ,, 

SAME 
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE BOARD BUREAU DE L'ASSISTANCE TECHNIQUE 

NATIONS UNIES 

TELJ::fll:ONE ; 33 JO QQ 3,'120 OQ 33 40 00 Palais' des Nations CABLE ADDRESS TECAl;IOARD GENEY A 

... 

C Ofil'IDENTIAL 

,, 2 2 J/J. ~ 9 I 
14 January 1957 4/ 7 

0. ~ ' ~ Q/'-A . 

... ., .. #,1 
. ,, 

Dear t.yer, 

Thank you for your letter of 11 ~ I have not 
forgotten your conmunication of 20 December on the same subject 
but quite frankly (1) I have been much too busy both on Hungary 
and TAB recently and have not had sufficient time to study the 
matter and make any comments, and(;) I had been pressing the 
CICR on more urgent questions so much that I did not feel I 
should discuss this with them immediatelyo 

As soon as CICR has given the material which they are 
preparing in connection with the report of Mr. de Seynes, 
namely, an inventory of the resources and a paper on the 
organization of their work, I will discuss the matter with 
them and let you have my comments at that timeo 

With kind personal regards, 

1-f.iro Myer Cohen, 
Executive Director, 

Yours sincerely, 

.R. 0 z 
Liaison Officer for Relief to the 

Hungarian People 

Office of the Under-Secretary for 
Relief to the Hungarian People, 

United Nations, 
NEW YORK 
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so 534/21(:1.) ... 
.. 

f' 

Dear Pierre, 

11 J 17 1957 

Pouch 
MC/ms 

Further to qµr letter of December 20, w ar now sending you 
the ost recen aoc ents p rtaining to thos .forwarded to you 
with that letter. 

,• . 
eae i nd attached doc nt A/3464/~dd. 1 • 

You ll als• have received our 1 tter informfi you of th 
pledge by Australia or £.A.20,000. for relief and I trust you ave 

ended your table A accordingly. 

We ar so sending you a revised st t ent of contributio 
showing both pledg sand payments or the present t • 

A revised t bl , d ling with refugee , i being issued 
nd will b s nt to you in the ne r futur • 

I am also enclosing copy of table D which we con ider still 
to be in preliminary fonn. You will se the difficulties involv d 
in trying to get pictur of thi part of th oper tion and I would 
b grateful for your views so we y proc ed an fin lize the 
document. You will appreciate , I am ur , the importanc of trying 
to get a pr cise picture of contributions being d vailabl 
through other than gover ental channels and rhaps you re in 
a better positiihn to help s with this p rticular dat than with 
anything else. 

I am sure th t r. de Seyn will bring lots of info tion 
on the situation in Geneva but I would ope that som~ime 
we y hav your co ents on our letter of 20 Dec her and the 
t bles attached ther to. 

With kind regards, 

Mr. Pierre Obez 
u,1aon Officer tor Relief 

tot Hungarian People 
United Nations 
Genev, witzerland 

Sincerely your , 

er Cohen 
Executive Director for 

Reli r to the Hung rian P opl 

I ,, 

oJ 
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UNATION.S 

GENEVA J 
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55 CONFIDENTIAL OBEZ FOR DESEYNES IN CASE PRESS AND OTHER SOURCES 
, 

INFORMATIO AV~ILABif TO YOU HAVE NOT CONVEYED SENSE or DEVELOPMENTS 

THIS SIDE OF.~CEAN EYE WISH REPORT TO YOU CONTINUED HARDENING 

OF FEELING AGAINST PROVIDING ASSISTANCE GENERALLY TO PRESET 

HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENT STOP OPPOSITION TO PROVIDING ECONOMIC 

AID J 

P2 ; 

lS NOT NEW BUT EYE ALSO DOUBT LIKELIHOOD or GOVERNMENTAL 

CONTRIBUTION.S REQUIRED TO FULFILL PROGRAMME OUTLINED ANNEX 

TWO or BOISS IER LETTER DECEMBER TWENTYEIGHTH TO SECGEN STOP 

BELIEVE CICR MAY BE ABLE COUNT AT MOST ON SO CALLED TRADITIONAL 

RELIEF PROC:RAMME or TYPE OUTLINED ANNEX ONE SAME LETTER 

STOP MY. VIEW J 

P.3/32 J 

POSSIBLY UNDULY PESSIMISTIC BUT EYE ISH PASS IT TO YOU 

AT THIS TIME CMA RECOGNIZING DANGER SUCH PROPHECIES CMA SO 

THAT IF YOU SHARE THESE VIEWS YOU MAY ADVISE BOISSIER ACCORDINGLY; 

COHEN • 

CJM 55 • \ 

• J 
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TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE BOARD BUREAU DE 

'' NATIONS UNIES JA 
TELEPHONE ; 33 10 oo 33 20 oo 33 40 oo •. Palais des Nations 

... 

GENEVE 

PER.iONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 

Dear :t,trer, 

As promised in my cable No. 6 I should like to give you to-day 
some more detaµ'ed information on the visit of }!r. de Seynes in Geneva 
and O'I,µ' disc~ssion with the CICR concerning their recent proposal for 
an e~anded- programme of emergency general relief in Hungaryo 

.,.., 
Mro de Seynes was very much impressed by the cordiality of the 

reception which he had at the CICR. Mr. Boissier arranged a luncheon 
at his home on 2 January, in which Messrs. Pelt, Palthey, Ewing, 
Sinard and myself also participated. We then had a session of 2 hours 
at the headquarters of the Red Cross with the President, Mr. Gallopin 
the Executive Director (who was himself leaving for Vienna and Budapest 
the same night) and Mr. Willy Meyer who had been called back from Paris 
to join us and give first-hand information on his 2 months' delegation 
in Budapest to Mr. de Seynes. 

We discussed principally the recent proposal of the CICR for an 
expanded programme which, as you know, is described as'1emergency general 
relief programme~ as opposed to the traditional relief action of tm 
CICR which will continue unchanged. As far as the latter is concerned, rand as you will have seen from the text of the memorandum attached to 
Mr. Boissier's letter to the Secretary-General, the CICR indicated to us 
clearly that they already had or could count on sufficient resources to 
carry out this traditional programme until the end of April 1957. That 

18 the reason w e annex o e memoran um gives -quan ities related 
f ' ~ . to the period 1 May to 15 July for which the CICR does not have at the 
' ~ moment any guarantee that the necessary resources will be available. 

However, as also indicated in the annex, the Red Cross is pursuing its 
efforts to obtain such resources and the agencies and governments 
contacted by them for this purpose are indicated in the last column. 

As far as the emergency general relief programme is concerned, the 
CIOR confirmed in the presence of Mr. de Seynes that they want to 
undertake this programme which has become essential, but they realize 
that the necessary resources could onl come from governmental sources 
rather than voluntary agencies and nationa soc e o tlre · Ui'oss. 
As I have already cabled you, they have already contacted for this 
progrannne - as I thought they had, despite the indication to the contrary 
in the Annex 2 - governmental authorities in Germany, France and the U.S. 
Contacts with Germany and the U.S. are normally made through the embassies 
in Vienna. As far as France is concerned, these contacts are made with 

Mr. tver Cohen, 
Executive Director for Relief 
to the Hungarian People, 

United Nations, 
New York. 

I ,, 

IO •• 

~---------------



Technical Assistance Board - Bureau de !'Assistance technique Page ... . ~~---

the "Comite interministeriel de Secours", which is an official co­
ordinating machinery established by the French much before the events in 
Hungary and which include voluntary agencies such·as national Red Cross. 
societies and the various ministries concerned, as well as other private 
agencies engaged in relief and charitable action. 

I do not know what is the result of the contacts with France. 
I have already told you that the German Government has already responded 
to the Red Cross appeal for assistance in a general emergency relief 
act on of the kind described in the memorandum by making available 
2500 tons of wheat, whi~h they agreed should be distributed in Hungary 
according to the system proposed by the CICR and described in para. 7 
of the memorandum. This however is only a first and modest experiment of 
the so;-cslle4 ~mergency general relief action which is planned. Mr. de 
Seyne:;· _expre·ssed the interest of the U.N. in the plan and clearly stated 
that.~as soon as he returns from Budapest he would have to see in 
Washi~gton whether or not such a plan could be accepted, as much depended 
on the U.S. reaction as far as availability of resources to cover the 
needs is concerned. In repl.Ja to a question on his part, Mr. B/oissier 
indicated that the Red Cross already had experience of assistance similar 
to the one they propose in para. 7 of the memorandum, which they had used 
in Greece during the war. He also stated that the system was well suited 
to the needs of the Hungarian Red Cross, which has become an organization 

""' -~W separated from the Government in Hungary, and that the proposal 
also me with the agreement of the Hungarian authorities. Finally, he 
insisted~~~t fact that the proposal had the great advantage of making 
sure th:i~~a goods would be delivered not to individuals - as is the case 
for those distributed under the traditional relief programme - but through 
then~ economic ~,h~nels, such as b~e~i~IJ! distribution centres 
for heating, and agr cultural institutions~ Ajj, wotti.d 11111111 provide the 
necessary guarantee that it would directly benefit the people of Hungary 
and not the Hungarian Government as such. T!~ .. q_1MUltities envisaged make 
it possible to consider this programme at~ eiier programme, and not 
as an economic aid, for which much greater e forts would be needed. The 
resources in coal, for instance (as is indicated in the memorandum), 
would be used only for heating purposes in social institutions such as 
hospitals, schools, etc., and not in industry. The delivery of the goods 
would be subject to specific agreements with the Red Cross and the Hungarian 
authorities . so that additional guarantee be provided for the final 
distribution to those who should really benefit from them. 

The programme also is limited to Budapest for two reasons, namely 
a) indications so far available with regard to the situation in the 
provinces do not shaw innnediate needs for such help, and b) centralization 
in Budapest would further increase the possibility of control, which is 
essential as far as distribution is concerned. The Red Cross people have 
also insisted on the fact that the control which they have of any relief 
action so far undertaken by them, or to be undertaken in the future, is 
saveguarded by the establishment of a strong set-up and delegation of the 
CICR in Vienna rather than in Budapest, making it possible for them to 
transport goods into the country only as and when needed, while retaining l the major part of the stock outside the country. If the situation would 

. deteriorate, or if the distribution of the goods would not be made in line 
with the conditions set forth by the CICR and agreed by the Hungarian 
authorities, a decision to stop action would be immediately effective • 

' ,, 

. / ... 



Technical Assistance Board - Bureau de !'Assistance technique Page .... J.~. --

Mr. de Seynes outlined briefly the purpose of his mission, and it 
was agreed that he would .take the opportunity of his contacts in Budapest 
both for discussing the programme with all concerned, includ:ing checking. 
the figures proposed, and for seeing the operation of the CICR on the 
spot. This would enable him to speak with all the necessary authority 
to. the governments upon his return, after further consultation with the 

~- CICR in Geneva for co-ordination of action in this connect!. on. 

· As I have told you in my cable No. 6, he would be extremely 
interested to have your personal advice on the proposal of the CICR, 
and· if at all possible d first reaction of our American friends, on this 
proposal, if you could obtain this infonnally. I should like to caution 
you, however, that after the visit of Mr. de Seynes in Budapest the basis ,, 
of the ,emerg~noy general relief plan of the CICR may be substantially 
changed_, in-particular some of the figures which are quoted in that plan. 
He ., ,iµ:11 also undoubtedly gather more precise information on the general 
econonfic situation, which will be of great value, and I am sure that 
his companions in the mission will be of great help in collecting this 
information for us all. 

I anticipate that Mr. de Seynes will be back here on Tuesday or 
Wednesday next week, and that after 24 hours in Vienna where he will see 
o.].so in detail the Red Cross set-up and pay an official visit to Mr. Figl)' 
le will come back to Geneva to see the Red Cross again, pay a visit to 
the League, to Mr. Morse and to Dr. Candau, and then go on to Paris to 
discuss the problem with Luther Evans, and finally go back to New York 
where he would hope to be not later than Saturday next week. Needless to 
say I shall keep you informed of his movements. 

You will have seen from our cable correspondence yesterday and to-day 
that the difficult situation which had developped with the FAO has greatly 
improved and that Dr. Wahlen was added to the mission which has become 
a joint UN/FAO mission. I have been in touch with UNESCO who, through 
the most mysterious channels, had been rapidly informed of this development. 
They made it clear that they did not wish (Thank God !) to propose the 
addition of a UNESCO member to the mission, but that they counted on 
Mr. de Seynes to investigate the needs in Hungary which could be met by 
a UNESCO action on the basis of the UNESCO Conference resolution. They 
were about to write to the CICR to ask for information and help in this 
connection. I proposed my good offices, which were immediately accepted, 
to contact the Red Cross in the first place and let them have their reaction 
before they get in touch with the International Committee more officially 
and directly. I have already discussed this matter with the Red Cross 
and hope to have their views to-day or to-morrov, after which I shall 
inform UNESCO by telephone. 

This is all for to-day, and I am sorry if this letter is not too 
orderly presented, but I am more concerned with the desire to inform you 
rapidly than with presentation of form. 

With kind personal regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

UoN. ai fficer f 
t e Hungarian Peopl 

I ,, 
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IN HUNGARY SHOULD BE 1ADE AVAILABLE TO OBEZ WHO IS LIAISON 

OFFICER EUROPEAN OFFICE ON RELIEF TO THE HUNGARIAN PEOPLE J 
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Dear P rre, 

Pouch 
MC/ms 

20 D cember 1956 

You have r eei ved at an earlier date copies of document A/3405. 
I am now sending you four copies of document A/3464. This latter 
document contains replies to ppeals for d to the Hungarian People 
received ubsequ,ent to th issuance of document A/)405. With these 
two docum pts you v a complet list of th replies received by the 
Secreta~~eneral to his var:1.ous appeals for aid both for refugees 
and for .~elief. Thes documents do not contain letters from Govern­
ments addres ed to the High Commissioner for Refugees and therefore 
do not giv a co plat pictur. 

In order t t we should have a eries of working documents in 
connection with these prograrmnes, I am having the following prepared: 

1. An official st tement of contributions to the Secretary-General 
dhowing both pledges d the p yment of pledges, in a form 
simi r to the periodic statement put out with regard to 
contributions to TAB. There are three such documents, one for 
refugees and one for relief, and one for funds at Secretary­
General I s discr tion. In ny case, you will find the informa­
tion contained in it also included in the next series of docu­
ments to which I refer. 

2. Four table will be 1 sued showing the following: 

Table A will be a list of governmental assistance as reported 
to the Secretary-Gen ral for relief within Hungary; 

table B will be the same for refugees; 

Table C will list contributions to the Secretary-General for 
his use either for relief or for refugees this 
discretion; 

Table D will be a 11st of non- governmental action reported to 
the Secretary neral by Gov rnments and non- governmental 
organiz tion in consultative statu. 

I ~m enclosing for your information thre copi s ach of tables A, 
Band c. Table i not yet r dy as the info tion h s to b extracted 
with some difficulty from the .letter contained in documents A/3405 -and 
A/3464,. 

From the tandpoint of info tion, 

Mr. Pierre Obez 
Liaison Officer for Relief to 

the Hungarian People 
Pal s des Nations 
Geneva., Switzerland 

t. i till ssing is a list 

~-~~-

I 
, r 



of contributions being de for relief and for r fugees Ml!N"loliaa 

non overnment l org niz tions and which are not reported to th 
. United Nation ~~t¥4Hllrf.llfteft't::~ in their replies to the various appe s 
of the Secretary-General It is this into tion which I hope the 
International Co tte of the Re Cros d the Lague of Red Cross 
Soc eties can compil in such a way a to give at 11 time an up-to­
dat pictur of the total resources available for the progr e. 
One of the big problem, of c:our , will e to id ntify the lists 
of resources in , uch a way to avoid counting them more than once, 
particularly i the case of contributions from non-goverrnnental 
source. Another knotty problem. is to disentangle contributions 
as b t.w en r fugees and r elief wh re the donor ha not convey d 
clear-ci.nformation as to his wishes or where the distribution has 
been left to the discretion of the Red Crosses. Another problem, 
which I think you will se in looking over the list, is to know 
whether items which are being listed a going direct to H aey 
are in fact reaching Hungary- and being distributed. It may not 
be possible to find out the fact on this but w can at least 
determine whether any of those supplies e finding their wa to 
the CICR warehouse in Hungary a.Di eing distributed through that 
channel. 

· I would like to have your view and those of CICR as to how 
they would like to be notifie of contribution received by the 
United N tions and which ar avail ble for the use of the CICR. 
We oould either send a p riodic report or we could adopt a syste 
which I believe might b better, i.e. that of cabling the info tion 
as oon as it is receivedo ith regard to info . tion we would like 
to receive fro Geneva, I have already mentioned in cables the desi­
rability of having a full info tion as po sibl concerning 
resources available to CICR and negotiations under way betw en CIC 
and Gover ents. You will understand, I am sure, why it is important 
to have this infonnation not only as s of h ving some ide 
on the r lationship b teen requir ents and re ourc:es, but also so 
that we are informed in connection with any n gotiations we may­
undertake with vernm nts to secure specific ite s re uir d for 
relief. 

In listing requirements, it would b helpful if the inform tion 
could b re precise than that contained in Mr. G llopin1s letter 
of Decemb r 7. For example, the requirements of "cere 1 t1 is not 
sufficiently specific, nor is the lumping together "meat, fish, 
chee e" in the et fo for discussion th Gove nts. 

Iw would be u ef'u.l also if we could know or the relationship~ 
existing b tween CICR, Specialized Agencies of the Unit d ations 
and Non-governmental operating agencies. I think th t the reasons 
for this re obviou . · 

I ,, 
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We will need to give corusideration in the near futur ,that 
is ~ssuming that United Nations may have substantial resources 
tits disposal, to the kind of reports which we would ihike to 

~· have p riodically from the CICR. I do not want to press this 
poi:ot until we lnow whether, in fact, Governments are going to make 
large contributions to the United Nations, since if not, it would 
b ,unwise to set up ve~ much in th way of reporting procedures. 

With best p~rsonal regards, . 
Sincerely yours, 

Hyer Cohen 
Executive Director 

For Relief to the Hungarian People 
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2151 OBEZ FURTHER MY 284 FIRST REPORTS FRO WOLD I DICATE 

HEU LIKELY LOCATE AND. COMMIT TRA PORT THIS OPERATION TOP EYE 
r 

' , 

HAVE BEE ADVIS'ED CDiTAl NUMBER MATS 'PLANES WHICH CARRYI G 
' ' .,,,. ' 

REFUGEES VIENNA TO USA ARE RETURNING VIE NA EMPTY WHILE OTHERS 

ARE CARRYING BLANKETS STOP AM ASKI G STATE DEPARTMENT WHETHER, 

PU.50 J 

A Y THESE PLA ~ CAN PICK UP POWDERED MILK EN ROUTE VIENNA AND 

ntEY TAKING TIils UP WITH TRACY VORHEE.g STOP 1EANWH1LE SUGGEST 

CICR THROUGH ITS OWN CONTACTS APPROACH VORHEES ,WHO IS US 

COORDINATOR THIS PROGRAM APPOINTED BY PRESIDENT EISENHO ER 

STOP BELIEVE ClCR SHOULD 1AlSO CONTINUE SEEK OTHER TRAtSPORT 

FACILITIEs J 
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EUROPEAN OFFICE 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

Telegrammes : UNATIONS, GENEVE 

Telephone 3 10 00 3 20 00 3 40 00 

REF. No : 

(A rappeler dans la reponse) 

CONFIDENT Le 30 novembre 1956. 

Cher a.mi, 
., 

. -: · Pierre Obez m' a tenu au courant de ses acti vi te s relatives a 
l 1aiae des Nations Unies a la Hongrie depuis le debut de la mission de 
liaison que vous lui avez confiee. Mercred~ j'ai rendu visite avec 
lui au President Boissier pour mettre au point l'accord entre le 
C. I .C.R. et les Nations Unies selon le projet que vous avez prepare. 
Nous avons trouve de la part de la Croix-Rouge beaucoup de comprehension 
etten fait, l 1 accord est accepte s,O..,iiW( termes que vous aviez vous­
m~me fixes. 

Au cours de oette visite, nous avons eu une conversation 
generale avec M. Boissier et ses collaborateurs, d'ou nous pouvons 
t±rer les conclusions suivantes: 

A plusieurs reprises, nous avons senti de la part de nos 
interlocuteurs le desir de connattre les ressources que les Nations 
Unies pourraient, dans un proche avenir, mettre a leur disposition. 
J'ai senti qu'il y avait la un point difficile, et que si d'ici 
quelque temps nous n'etions pas capables de concretiser notre action 
dtaide en Hongrie, il serait moins facile d'obtenir du Presiden"\,. du 
Comite et de ses collaborateurs toute l'aide et la comprehension dont 
ils ont fait preuve jusqu'a present. Notamrnent, ils aimeraient 
savoir si les reponses qu 1ils ont deja faites aux nombreuses questions 
que nous leur avons posees sur leurs activites et la situation en 
Hongrie ont une utilite pratique. 

Il est done devenu urgent que vous nous informiez dans toute la 
mesure du possible de la situation exacte a New York, comment vous 
envisagez l'intervention des Nations Unies dans cette oeuvre humanitaire 
en faveur de la Hongrie, et le montant et la forme de l 1aide qui pourra 
~tre apportee par l'intermediaire de la Croix-Rouge. 

En deuxieme lieu, pour ce qui concerne les relations avec la 
Croix-Rouge, le President Boissier m'a tres nettement indique que 
lui-m~me et ses collaborateurs desiraient vivement que la liaison soit 
etablie p~r l'intermediaire de Geneve, et que toutes les questions 
concernant la collaboration avec les Nations Unies - aussi bien les 
questions administratives et financieres que celles concernant les 
programmes et leur execution - soient discutees a Geneve. Je crois 

Monsieur Philippe de Seynes 
Sous-Secretaire charge de l 1 aide au peuple hongrois 
Nations Unies 
New York 
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qu'il est diff'icile de refus~r d ous .-rendre a cette requ~te. Vous 
pouvez compter sur nous, et surtou sur Obez, pour faire le maximum, 
etant entendu que nous vous re ererons, comme par le passe, toute 
aft:a~re ou question concernant ces negociations. Pour les petites 

. ,questions de detail, et notamment les procedures administratives et 
financieres, nous pourrons facilement vous decharger de ce souci. 
De ~us, cette liaison a Geneve facilitera certainement les communica­
tions, car le frangais est la seule langue officielle et de .travail 
du Comite international/ et j 1ai senti que Petat-major du c. I. C. R. 
y tenait enormement . 

-, Je co~ifrends parfaitement que la situation politique est encore 
tres co~fus~ ·et que, par consequent, VOS possibilites d'action OU de 
faire~'des plans soient pour l'instant tres limitees. Neanmoins, j'ai 
cru co~prendre que le CoI.C.R. aimerait beaucoup conna1tre nos inten­
tions futures. M. Boissier a insiste sur le fait que les programmes 
qui ont ete etablis par le CoI.C.R. jusqu'a ce jour sont des programmes 
d 1urgence, et que l'intention du Comite n' est pas d'intervenir lorsque 
la situation en Hongrie se sera tant -soit peu amelioree. Leur seul 
desir sera de se retirer pour laisser eventuellement a une autre organi­
sation le soin de programmes a plus longue echeanceo 

Quelles que soient nos intentions pour le f'utur eloigne, il y 
aurait interet ace que nous puissions intervenir dans les programmes 
d'urgence. Le premier programme etabli par le C.I.C.R. sur la base des 
indications transmises par son Delegue special a Budapest, a ete adresse 
aujourd ' hui a Myer Cohen. Il peut etre execute avec les ressources 
dent le Comite dispose ou qui lui sont annoncees, soit en nature , soit 
en especes . Mais il aura besoin d'~tre complete par d'autres programmes 
non limites a l'alimentation, et par un deuxieme programme dtur gence 
s 1 etendant au-dela de la date limite de mi-janvier qui a ete assignee au 
premier programme . C'est la que les Nations Unies devraient pouvoir 
aider le C.I.C.R. en lui fournissant les fonds necessaires pour les 
programmes supplementaires . Si deja on pouvait demander au C. I . C.R. de 
preparer ces programmes supplementaires et de les estimer, ce serait 
une premiere base d'action pour obtenir les fonds au nom des Nations 
Unies, et en meme ·temps nous donnerions Fimpression au CoI.C.R. d'une 
participation effective. De plus, nous pourrions des~ present proposer 
au CoI.C. R., s'il le desire, de l 1 aider pour les achats des denrees et l fournitures indispensables. Je _crois savoir qu'en ce qui concerne ces 
achats , le bureau de ltUNICEF a Paris serait pret a collaborer avec le 
CQI.C .R., ainsi que Maurice Pate en a· fait l 1 offre au President Boissiero 

Selan toutes les informations regues ici, les besoins de la 
population hongroise depasseront sans aucun doute ceux qui peuvent etre 
couverts par les secours d 1 urgence que la Croix-Rouge peut apporter, 
meme avec 1vaide des Nations Unies . Le Comite considere que lorsqu'il 
aura cesse son action, il restera une oeuvre de tt rehabilitationtr a 
accomplir qui deborde le cadre de la mission des organismes de Croix-Ro~e. 
Il est evident que la prise en charge dtun tel programme par les Nations 
Unies dependra essentiellement de la conjoncture politique, mais il 
serait bon d1 y penser des maintenant . 

. / 0 • 0 

.. , .; 
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Je vous serais reconnaissant de demander a }'.Tyer Cohen de 
nous tenir au courant de la situation a New York, de vos intentions 
et de vos vues ace sujet car, lors de nos contacts avec la Croix-Rouge, 
de~ -questions relativement simples nous sont posees auxquelles il nous 
~st difficile de repondre, dans l 1 ignorance ou nous sommes tres 
souvent de ce qui se passe a New York et surtout de ce qu'il est 
pos ible de faire selon les circonstances politiques du moment. 

oi, !,, , .... a-..; "'-""" ~ ul '', 

,.,. 
C. C'1.. dL,,. ,J. ~ ,,._,I. . 

( 

Georges Palthey 
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