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18th progress report of the Secretary-General on Cote d'lvoire J 

1. Please find attached the draft 18th progress �port Qfthe Secretary-General to the 
Sec�ity Counci! OJ?: l]NOCI. The re ort rovides an u date on major developments in Cote 
d'Ivoire since the Secretary-General's revious re ort of 10 Jul 2008. The Security Council, 
in its resolution 1826 (2008) of 29 July 2008, extended the mandate ofUNOCI until31 
January 2009 and requested the Secretary-General to provide an update, by 15 October, on the 
implementation of the Ouagadougou Agreement and, in particular on progress in the 
preparations for the elections. 

2. The report notes that Cote d'Ivoire has enjoyed a generally stable political and security 
climate since the signing of the Ouagadougou Agreement. Political parties have intensified 
their campaign activities as preparations for the presidential election gathered pace. Political 
leaders and party activists were able to move freely throughout the country. The main security 
incidents reported during the reporting period include an attempted attack by ruling party 
youth on a campaign team of the opposition Rassemblement des republicains and sometimes 
violent demonstrations by disgruntled Forces nouvelles elements and personnel of the Ivorian 
defence and security forces. Continuing highway robberies, murders and rapes have created a 
sense of insecurity in the west and parts of the former zone of confidence. 

3. UNOCI and Licome have helped the lvorian defence and security forces to prepare a 
comprehensive security plan for the elections. The Mission has also prepared a detailed 
security assessment and threat analysis, and identified measures to minimize security risks in 
the period leading to and immediately after the presidential election. UNOCI's military 
component continued to consolidate its deployment sites and increase its mobility, but both 
UNOCI and Licome are still being denied access to Divo, a stronghold of the ruling party. 

4. With regard to the implementation of the Ouagadougou Agreement, the report 
indicates that the last UNOCI observation post was dismantled on 30 July; the Integrated 
Command Centre tasked to implement the security aspects of the Agreement is gradually 
building its capacity with UNOCI and Licome support but continues to face financial 
constraints; while some 11,364 out of the declared 35, 000 Forces nouvelles have been 
cantoned, only 10 weapons and a handful of ammunition have been collected from the group 
for storage; UNOCI is launching micro-projects as a stop gap measure, in light of the slow 
progress in the implementation of the reintegration programme for ex-combatants; the 
integrated command centre has profiled the remaining militias, however, there is no clear plan 
for disarming and dismantling these militia groups; the parties are yet to reach an agreement 
on the numbers and ranks of Forces nouvelles personnel that should be absorbed into the 
envisaged new army and police; while the State officials displaced from the north during the 
conflict have been redeployed, genuine State authority is yet to be restored as the Forces 
nouvelles still control revenue collection and local administrations in that area; and the crucial 



identification and voter registration processes were finally launched on 15 September. 

5. The electoral process has fallen behind schedule due to serious logistical and technical 
challenges encountered by the identification and voter registration processes, which may 
impact on the 30 November election date. UNOCI and other partners are assisting the electoral 
authorities to overcome the delays. The observations section of the report stresses the 
importance of carrying forward the identification and voter registration processes in a credible 
and transparent manner and asserts that any arising issues, including the possibility of 
adjustments to the electoral timetable, should be addressed in accordance with the law 
governing the electoral timelines and in a spirit of consensus. It also emphasises the 
importance of the certification role of the SRSG. The observation section further notes that the 
remaining short distance to the elections is fraught with formidable challenges as many of the 
uncompleted tasks set out in the Ouagadougou Agreement could pose serious risks to the 
elections, and to the entire peace process, if not carefully managed. These potentially 
destabilizing factors include the uncompleted disarmament of the Forces nouvelles and 
militias; the continued existence of youth groups that have a tendency to resort to politically 
motivated violence; the non-payment of allowances owed to former combatants and personnel 
of the national defence and security forces; and the absence of real State authority in the north. 
The report concludes by urging the parties and the Facilitator to persevere in addressing these 
crucial issues; ensure that the electoral process remains credible and transparent; and carefully 
manage the delicate period immediately following the elections, so that elections that are 
intended to consolidate peace and democracy do not become a source of instability. 

6. We would be grateful if you could obtain the Secretary-General's approval of the 
report at his earliest convenience. 

cc: Mr.Pascoe 
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Eighteenth progress report of the Secretary-General on the 

United Nations Operation in Cote d'Ivoire 

I. Introduction 

1 .  The  p r e s ent rep o r t  wa s prepared pu rs uant to r e s o lution 

18 2 6  (2008) of 2 9  Ju l y  2008 , by wh i c h  the S e c u r i ty Coun c i l  

r e newed the mandate o f  the Unite d  N a t i o n s  Ope ration i n  Cote 

d' I vo i r e  (UNOC I) and the French L i c o rne fo r c e  unti l 31 January 

200 9 , and r e que s ted me to report , no l a te r  than 15 Octob e r  

2008 , on the s i tuation in C o t e  d' I vo i re , i n c l uding on  

p r eparations  for e l e cti ons. The report cove r s  majo r 

deve l opments i n  Cote d' I vo i re s i nce my report of 10 Ju l y  2008 

(S/2008/451). 

II. Political developments 

2 .  The  p o l i ti c a l  a tmo sphe r e  in  Cote d' I vo i re rema i ne d  

p o s i tive du r i n g  the pe r i od unde r revi ew. Al l p o l iti c a l  parti e s  

intens ifi e d  the i r  i nfo rmation a n d  s en s i ti z at i o n  camp a i gn 

a ctivi ti e s  throughout the country a s  preparations  fo r the 

p r e s i denti a l  e l e ction gath e r e d  pace. Po l i ti ca l  l e a de r s  and 

pa rty activ i s ts were  a b l e  to move fre e l y  th roughout the 

countr y ,  i n c luding the h i the rto v o l a t i l e  we s te rn r e g i on and 



the  n o r t h . The r uling Front popula i r e  ivo r i e n poli t i c al p a r t y  

h e l d  a nat i on a l  c onvent i on i n  Yamou s s o u kr o  on 30 Augu s t  whe re  

i t  nominat e d  P re s i dent Laurent Gb agbo a s  i t s  candi dat e f o r  the 

pre s i dentia l e l e c t i on . The V i ce - P re s i dent of  t h e  p a rt y ,  M r s . 

S imone Gbagbo , condu c t e d  a two -we e k  c ampa ign i n  t h e  n o r t h e rn 

part  o f  the  count r y ,  du r i ng wh i ch s h e  vi s i t e d  Beoumi , Boua ke ,  

Daba ka l a , Kat i o l a  a n d  T a f i re .  Du r i n g  t h e  c amp a ign , s h e  c a l l e d  

f o r  t h e  a c ce l e ra t e d  imp l ement at i on o f  provi s i on s  o f  t h e  

Ouagadougou Agr e ement t h a t  r e l a t e  t o  the di s a rmame nt , 

demob i l i z a t i on and r e i nt egrat i on o f  t h e  Fo r c e s  nouve l l e s  and 

for  the e s t ab l i s hment of un i f i e d  a rme d f o r c e s b e f o r e  the 

e l e ct i on s . 

3 .  The  oppo s i t i on P a r t i  demo c r a t i qu e  de C o t e  d' Ivo i r e  

condu c t e d  a one - we e k  s e n s i t i z a t i on c ampa ign i n  t h e  r egi on o f  

t h e  Va l lee d u  Bandama wh i l e  t h e  p a r t y' s l e a de r a n d  candi da t e  

f o r  t h e  p r e s i dent i a l  ele c t i on , forme r P r e s i dent Henr i Konan 

Bedie , t ou r e d  the n o r t h  for a s i x - d a y  p e r i o d  i n  Augu s t , 

vi s i t i ng Beo umi , Boua ke ,  Dab a ka l a , Djebonoua , Kat i o l a  and 

S a ka s s ou . S e n i o r  o f f i c i a l s  of Mr . Al a s s a ne Oua t t a ra' s 

Rassemblement des republicains party, including its Secretary­

Ge n e r al , Mr s . Henr i e t t e  D i abate , l aunched s imi l a r  camp a ign s i n  

t h e  s ou t he a s t  o f  the  count r y  i n  Augu s t . Du r i ng t h e  n ight o f  10 

Augu s t , group s o f  youth l o ya l t o  the  r u l i ng p a r t y  s t o rme d a 

hot e l  whe r e  M r s . D i abate and h e r  de l egat i on s t a ye d  and 

a t t empt e d  to a t t a c k  her p a r t y' s fo l l ow e r s . Mr s . D i abate wa s 

ab l e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  Ab i djan s a f e l y  w i t h  the h e l p  o f  t h e  Ivo r i a n  

s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s . O n  4 Oct obe r ,  the  Ra s s emb l eme nt de s 

repub l i ca i n s  h e l d  i t s  nat i on a l  convent i on i n  Yamou s s ou kr o  

whe r e  Mr . A l a s s an e  Oua t t a ra wa s de s ign a t e d  a s  t h e  p a r t y' s 

candida t e  i n  t h e  up c oming p re s i dent i a l  e l e ct i on . Meanwh i l e , 

c i v i l s o c i e t y  group s  a l s o  i n t e n s i f i e d the i r  a c t i v i t i e s . Th e y  

a dopt e d  a code of  conduct t o  gove rn t he i r  a c t i vi t i e s  du r i ng 
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the e l e c t o r al p e r i o d  and c r e a t e d  a me chan i sm f o r  mon i t o r i ng 

the  imp l eme nt a t ion o f  the Ouagadougou Agr e ement . 

4 .  As p a r t  o f  h i s  regu l a r  cons u l t a t i on s , my Spe c i a l  

Rep r e s e n t a t i ve , Mr . YJ Cho i , cont inued t o  me e t  w i t h  the  

Ivo r i an p o l i t i c a l  l e a de r s , i n c l u d i ng P r e s i dent Gbagbo , P r ime 

Minis t e r  S o ro ,  Mr. Be die and Mr . Ouat t a r a , to exchange v i e w s  

on t h e  s t a t u s  o f  prep a r a t i ons  for  t h e  e l e ct o r a l  proce s s  and 

UNOC I' s s uppo r t  for  the imp l ement a t i on of the Ouagadougou 

Agre eme nt . He con s u l t e d  the l e a de r s  on the comprehen s ive 

s e c u r i t y  p l an f o r  the  e l e ction s , wh i ch wa s deve l oped jo i nt l y  

b y  t h e  Ivo r i a n  s e cu r i t y  f o r ce s , UNOC I and L i c o rne . In 

addi t i on ,  he h e l d  regu l a r  con s u l t a t i on s  w i t h  the Fa c i l i t at o r  

o f  t h e  Ivo r i an p e a c e  p r o ce s s , P re s i dent Bl a i s e  Comp a o re o f  

B u r k i n a  Fa s o ,  o n  out s t anding i s s u e s r e l a t i ng t o  t h e  

imp l eme nt a t i o n  o f  the  Ouagadougou Agr e ement . 

5. The Fa c i l i t a t o r  convened two me e t i ngs o f  the Eva l u a t i on 

and Moni t o r i ng Commi t t e e , comp r i s i ng the  repre s e nt at ive s o f  

t h e  s igna t o r i e s  o f  t he Ouagadougou Agr e ement , wh i ch wa s 

c r e a t e d  t o  mon i t o r  the imp l eme nt a t i on o f  the Agre ement and t o  

addr e s s  a n y  a r i s ing ob s t a c l e s .  T h e  f i r s t  me e t i ng t o o k  p l ace  on 

10 Ju l y  and wa s att ended by P r ime M i n i s t e r  Gu i l l a ume Soro , 

memb e r s  o f  t h e  i n t e rnat i o n a l  con s u l t at ive o rgan , the  Cha i rman 

of the Indepe ndent E l e c t o r a l  C ommi s s i on , Mr . Rob e r t  Mambe , and 

the French S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  for Int e rnat i onal Coope r a t ion , 

M r . Al a i n  Joyande t . At t h e  me e t i ng ,  ways o f  addr e s s ing the 

logi s t i c a l  con s t ra i n t s  t ha t  w e r e  impeding the l aunch ing of the 

i dent i f i ca t ion and vot e r  regi s t r a t ion p r o ce s s e s  were  

di s cu s s e d . The  s e cond me e t ing w a s  held  from 15 t o  17 S ep t embe r  

and f o cu s e d  o n  me a s u r e s  t o  re s o lve t h e  long s t anding i s s u e  o f  

the r a n k s  and numb e r s  o f  Fo r c e s nouve l l e s  p e r s onne l who s h o u l d  

b e  i n t egr a t e d  into  the n e w  a rmy . P r e s ident Gbagbo als o 
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ma i n t a i n e d  regula r cont a c t s w i t h  t h e  Fac ili t a t o r  and v i s i t e d  

Ouagadougou on 28 Ju l y  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i on s  o n  t h e  p e a c e  p r o c e s s . 

III. Security situation 

6 .  T h e  ove ra l l  s e cu r i t y  s i t u a t i o n  in  the coun t r y  r ema i ne d  

gene ra l l y  sta b l e. Howeve r ,  a numb e r  of wor rying s e c u rit y 

i n c i dent s o c c u r r e d  in  Ab i djan in  e a r l y  Oct obe r . On 4 O c t obe r ,  

g r oup s o f  yout h s  l o ya l t o  t h e  rul ing p a r t y  repo r t e d l y  

p revent e d  the  i dent i f i c a t i on a n d  vot e r  r e g i s t r a t i on p r o ce s s  

f r om p r o c e e di ng a t  C o c o dy i n  Ab i d j an , c i t ing t h e  ab s e n c e  o f  

o f f i c i a l s  from the  Na t i on a l  I n s t i t ut e  o f  S t at i s t i c s . O n  6 

O c t ob e r ,  a rmed a s s a i lant s a t t empt e d  t o  ent e r  t h e  r e s i de n c e  o f  

t h e  Mi n i s t e r  o f  C o n s t ruct i on and Hou s i ng , Mr. Ma r c e l  Amon 

Tanoh , who is  a l s o  the  camp a ign coord i n a t o r  of the 

Ra s s emb l ement de s repub l i ca i n s  oppo s i t i on p a r t y. �������r s  

s � ze t h e  we pon s f� t h r e e  NOC I  gen a rm� �� s s i gn e d  t:tt e 

�i n i  t e r' s e cu r i t�t e am and one Ivor'an poJf�e o f f i  er. T e 

a s  a i l ant f l e d  yh'e s�ene  fter  t he i n t e rvent ion of anot  er  

group a rme�u a r d� 

7. I n  o t h e r  a r e a s , t h e  ma i n  s e cu r i t y  i n c i dent s repo r t e d  

du r i ng t h e  p e r iod unde r r e v i e w  emanated from demon s t r a t i on s  by  

di s grunt l e d  p e r s onne l o f  t h e  Fo r c e s nouve lle s and t h e  nat i onal  

defence  and s e cu r i t y  f o r ce s . The  Fo rce s nouve l l e s  e l ement s 

cont i nu e d  t o  exp r e s s  d i s cont e nt ove r a r rangement s f o r  t he i r  

i n t e g r a t i on i nto t h e  envi s a g e d  new a rmy and r e i n t e g rati on 

oppo r t un i t i e s. On 18 Augu s t , ove r 200 cantoned For c e s  

nouve l l e s  comb a t ant s demon s t r a t e d  i n  Boua ke demanding p a yment 

o f  mont h l y  a l lowan c e s ,  wh i l e  For c e s  nouve l l e s  e l emen t s that  

we r e  p r eviou s l y  s e cu r i n g  mob i l e  court h e a r i n g s  dema nded 

p a yme nt of  out s t anding bonu s e s . Prot e s t s  cont i n u e d  

i nt e rmi t t ent l y  unt i l  t h e  end o f  Augus t .  O n  2 6  Ju l y ,  e l ement s 
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o f  t h e  mi x e d  b r igade at  N'Gat t a do l i kr o  demon s t r a t e d  ove r 

out s t anding a l l owan c e s. On 2 6  S e p t emb e r , e l eme nt s o f  trhe 

Ivo r i an De f e n c e  and S e c u r i t y  Fo r c e s  i n  Daou k r o  and 

Yamou s s o u k r o  p r ot e s t e d  ove r the Gove rnment's f a i l u r e  to p a y  

wa r bonus e s . High-l eve l int ervent i on s  by Fo r c e s  nouve l l e s  

o f f i c i a l s  and P r ime M i n i s t e r  S o r o  he lped t o  r e s t o r e  c a lm i n  

Boua ke. 

8 .  In o t h e r a r e a s , t e n s i o n s  between commun i t i e s  ove r l and 

and othe r di sput e s , e s pe c i a l l y  in the we s t , as we l l  a s  s t r i ke s  

and demon s t r a t i on s  t o  p r o t e s t  aga i n s t  t h e  r i s i ng c o s t  o f  

l i ving i n  u rban a r e a s , cont i nued t o  b e  a s o u r c e  o f  conc e r n . In 

the we s t e rn p a r t  o f  the  count r y ,  a t t a c k s  by a rme d h ighway 

r obb e r s  c r e a t e d  an a cut e sense  o f  i n s e cu r i t y . On  10 Ju l y ,  two  

memb e r s  o f  t h e  i n t egr a t e d  command cent r e' s mixed b r igade 

s t a t i oned i n  Fami e n k r o  w e r e  ki l l e d  i n  an amb u s h  by  

uni dent i f i e d  individua l s , whi l e  pat r o l l i ng i n  the  a r e a . 

Fo l l owing the  i n c i dent , the  mi x e d  b r igade e l ement s va c a t e d  

Fami e n k r o  a n d  r e fu s e d  t o  r e t u r n . O n  19 Ju l y ,  UNOC I a n d  t h e  

L i c o rne f o r c e s  i n t e rvened t o  s ep a r a t e  e l eme nt s o f  the  Fo r c e s  

nouve l l e s  a n d  a youth group who h a d  c l a s he d  i n  Bouna , i n  the 

northe a s t  of  t h e  count r y . From 12 t o  15 Augu s t , memb e r s  o f  a 

civil society organization demonstrated violently against the 

exp l o i t a t i on o f  natu r a l  r e s o u r c e s by  Fo r c e s  nouve l l e s  e l ement s 

i n  the Bondo u kou a r e a , i n  the  e a s t . Al s o , v i o l ent i nt e r­

commun i t y  c l a s h e s  we r e  r e p o r t e d  a t  a vi l l age i n  t h e  n o r t he a s t  

on 3 Septemb e r ,  r e s u l t i ng i n  the  de a t h  o f  e ight p e op l e  and 

s eve r a l  i nju r e d . 

9 .  The r e  i s  s t i l l  an a tmo sph e r e  o f  i n s e c u r i t y  i n  t he we s t e rn 

p a r t  o f  t h e  count r y , a s  we l l  a s  i n  p a r t s o f  t h e  f o rme r z one o f  

con f i den ce , a s  a r e s u l t  o f  cont i nu i ng indi s c r imi n a t e  a t t a c k s  

by unident i f i e d h ighway r obbe r s , coup l e d  w i t h  v i o l ence and 
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rape o f  wome n . The s i t uat i on r ema i n s  p a r t i cu l a r l y  s e r i ou s  i n  

t own s a n d  vi l l age s a l ong t h e  Due koue-Bango l o  r o a d , n o t ab l y  i n  

B i nao n e a r  B a ngo l o , a s  we l l  a s  B l ody and Toa z e o  n e a r  Duekoue . 

10 . UNOC I h a s  p r e p a r e d  a c omp r e h e n s ive  a s s e s sment o f  t h e  

s e cu r i t y  s i t ua t i on i n  t h e  p e r i od l e a d i ng t o  a n d  imme d i a t e l y  

a fte r t h e  e l e ct i o n s , i n c l uding a det a i l e d t h r e a t  ana l y s i s , a s  

we l l  a s  me a s u r e s  t o  minimi z e  e l e c t i o n s - r e l a t e d  s e cu r i t y  r i s ks 

and t h r e a t s . Ex i s t i ng re s ou r c e s and a r r angement s ,  i n c l ud i ng 

the med i a t i on and a rb i t r a t i on ro l e  o f  t h e  Fa c i l i t a t o r; t h e  

c e r t i f i c a t i on r o l e  o f  m y  Spe c i a l  Rep r esent a t i ve; mon i t o r i ng 

and ob s e rva t i on o f  t h e  e l e ct i ons  by  l o c a l  and i n t e rna t i on a l  

s t a keh o l de r s; t h e  p e rmanent con s u l t a t ive me chan i sm among t h e  

Ivo r i an p o l i t i ca l  l e a de r s; t h e  c o n s t ruct ive wo r ki ng 

r e l a t i on s h i p  between  the  P re s i dent and the P r ime Min i s t e r; 

UNOC I and L i c o rne' s mi l i t a r y  and po l i c e  r e s ou r c e s; and t h e  

s o l i d  wo r ki ng re l a t i on s h i p  current l y  e x i s t i ng between t h e  

commande r s  o f  the  nat i on a l  de f e n c e  and s e cu r i t y  f o r ce s , t h e  

Fo r c e s nouve l l e s , L i c o rne a n d  UNOC I s h o u l d  a l l  cont r i b u t e  

t ow a r d s  min imi z i ng t h e s e  s e cur i t y  r i s k s and t h r e a t s . UNOC I h a s  

also indicated that, should the need arise, it would recommend 

r e s o r t i ng t o  t h e  i nt e r -mi s s i on r e i n f o r c ement a r r angeme nt s 

p r o v i de d  unde r r e s o l ut i on 1 609 (2005) dur i ng t h e  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  

o r  a ft e r  t h e  e l e c t i on s . I n  t h e  me ant ime , cons u l t a t i on s  a r e  

ongo i ng between  t h e  Faci l i t a t o r  and t h e  Ivo r i an l e a de r s  on  

othe r me a s u r e s  t o  ensure  adequa t e  s e cu r i t y  a r r a ngement s du r i ng 

and a ft e r  t h e  e l e c t i on s . 

1 1 . In con s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  the  l e a de r s h i p  o f  the  De f e n c e  and 

S e cu r i t y  f o r c e s  and the  Fo r c e s nouve l l e s , UNOC I has deve l op e d  

a s e cu r i t y  p l an f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n s . The p l a n  a ims t o  p r o v i de 

c omp r e h e n s ive s e c u r i t y  i n c l ud i ng the  p revent i on o f  t h e  i l l ega l 

movement o f  a rme d group s a c r o s s  C o t e  d' Ivo i re' s b o r de r s . It 
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takes i n t o  a c count the pot e nt i a l  threa t s  i dent ified in  UNOCI ' s 

a s ses sment , a s  we l l  a s  the del i c a te per i o d  fo l l owing the 

announcement of the elec t i on res u l t s . Meanwhi l e , UNOCI t roops 

cont i nue to pa t ro l  both i n  the count r y  and j o i nt l y  w i th UNM IL 

a l on g  the Ivori an-Liberi an border . Dur i n g  the repo r t i n g  

pe r i o d ,  UNOC I  a l s o  hel d  coordinat i on and l i a i s on meet i n g s  w i th 

countries b o r dering Cote d ' Ivo i re ,  name l y  Ghana , Gu i n e a  and 

Burkina Fa s o ,  to set up secur i t y  arrangement s  a l ong the commo n  

bo rde r s  i n  l i ght o f  the upcoming e lect i o n s . 

IV. Humanitarian situation 

12 . The genera l humani t arian s i t u a t i on i n  the coun t r y  

cont i nued t o  improve during the report ing per i o d ,  owing i n  

part t o  the cont i nued po s i t ive evo l ut i on o f  the pea ce pro ces s 

a s  wel l  a s  the ongo ing reset t lement of i nterna l l y  d i s p l a ced 

pers ons . In a ma j or breakthrough , on 31 Ju l y  the Human i t arian 

Co ordina t or i n  Cote d ' Ivo i re offi c i a l l y  c l o s e d  the tran s i t  

centre for d i spl a c e d  per s o n s  i n  Gu i g l o . Meanwhi le ,  

huma n i t ar i a n  and devel opment part ners a re con s ide r ing 

approp r i ate response mechani sms t o  a ddres s the nutri t i on and 

fo o d  i n secu r i t y  s i t u a t i o n  in  t he north of the country . 

According to the World Food Programme, the preliminary results 

of a nut r i t i on a l  s urve y c a r r ied out i n  Ju l y  2008 i n  

c o l l aborat i on w i th the Na t i on a l  Nut r i t i on a l  Pro gramme ,  the 

Wo r l d  He a l th Organi z a t i on and the Food and Agr i cu l t u r a l  

Organiza t i on revea led a h i gh ma l nutr iti o n  rate of 17 . 5  per 

cent . T h i s s urvey fu rther revea led that the  nutri t i ona l 

pro f i le of popu l a t i o n s  i n  these a rea s had deteri o r ated s h a rp l y  

s i nce the 200 6 jo int s urvey , i n  wh i ch the rate wa s 

approxima te l y 12 . 5  per cent . 
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V. Economic recovery 

13 . On the economi c front ,  rea l GDP i s  e s t ima ted t o  i n crea se 

by 2 . 5  per cent in 2008 , s upported by a recovery in the o i l  

sect or and the "pea ce d i v i dend" . Infl a t i on i s  foreca s t  t o  

i ncrea se t o  5 per cent i n  2008 , ma i n l y  due t o  hi gher wor l d  

f o o d  and energy pri ces . The f oreca s t  current-account b a l ance 

shows a s urp l u s  equ iva lent t o  4 . 7 per cent o f  GDP  i n  2008 , 

owing t o  a w i den ing trade s urp l u s  s upported by h i gh commod i t y  

pri ces . The implement at i o n  o f  s tru ctura l mea s ures des i gned t o  

improve the bus i nes s opera t i ng environment and s upport a n  

economi c recovery pro gramme w i l l  t ake p l a ce on l y  after the 

elect i o n s . These i n i t i a t i ves , i n  part i c u l ar the much needed 

ref orms i n  the energy ,  c o c o a  and coffee sect ors comb i ned w i th 

improvement s i n  tran sparenc y  and pub l i c  f i nanc i a l  mana gement , 

are expected t o  f a c i l i t ate s trong donor s upport f or the 

recon s tru c t i on programme . 

14. The Government s ucces sfu l l y  boo s ted i t s  revenue 

performance in  2007 , whi ch ha s helped t o  reduce the f i s c a l  

def i c i t  t o  1 . 1  per cent of GDP . Revenue c o l lect i on i s  expected 

to continue to rise in 2008 a s  the Government expands t a x  

admi n i s trat i on i n  the northern reg i on s  a n d  o i l  revenue s  

i ncrea se due t o  hi gher o i l  prices . For 2008 , t o t a l  spending i s  

expected t o  ri se t o  19 . 9  per cent o f  GDP and the fi s c a l  

def ici t t o  narrow t o  0 . 4  per cent of GDP . The economi c 

foreca s t  f or 2008 / 2009 rema i n s  dependent on the po l i t i c a l  

out l o ok, a s  the cont inued peace ful  s i tu at i on i n  the country 

and the ho l ding of the elect i on s  are the precondi t i on s  f or 

economic recovery and the fu l l  re s umpt i on o f  donor s upport . 

Mea nwh i l e ,  e f f ort s led b y  the Mi n i s try o f  P l anning t o  

formu l a te a povert y reduct i on s trategy cont i nued during the 
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per i o d  under rev iew , ahea d of the expected va l i dat i on of the 

s trategy by end October . 

VI. Status of Implementation of the Ouagadougou Agreement 

15. It wou l d  be reca l led that the Ouagadougou Agreement , 

s i gned on 4 March 2007 , s ought t o  res o lve the cr i s i s  i n  Cote 

d '  Ivo ire ma i n l y  by remov i ng the zone of confidence that had 

divided the country; re-estab l i shing S t ate a dmi n i s tration 

throughout the country; di smant l i ng the mi l i t i a s ,  d i s arming 

combatants and enro l l ing them i n  a civi c service pro gramme; 

merg ing the Forces nouvel les and the nat i on a l  defence and 

secur i t y  forces; s imp l ifying and a c celera t i ng the 

i dentificati on of the popu l ation i n  order to faci l i t ate the 

reg i strati o n  of tho se el i g ible to vo te; and organizing a free , 

fair , open and tran s parent pres i dent i a l  e lect i on . Two 

s upplementary a greements were s i gned on 28 November 2007 . The 

first one des i gnated a French pri vate comp any , SAGEM , a s  the 

techn i c a l  operator for the i dent ifi c a t i on and voter 

reg i stra t i o n , whi le the second one set new timel i nes for 

imp lementing the rema i n i n g  key pro ces ses , name l y  unifi cation 

of the armed forces; di s armament and reintegrat i on of 

combatants; restoration of State authority; identification of 

the popu l a t i on; voter reg i s tra t i on and elect i ons . The l atter 

s upp lementary agreement env i s a ged elect i on s  t aking p l a ce i n  

the second seme s ter o f  2008 a n d  provided for the cantonment of 

forces a s  wel l  as the stora ge of weapons of the Forces 

nouvel les , i n stea d of a comprehen s i ve pro gramme for the 

d i s armament , demob i l i z ation and rei ntegrati on of former 

combatants before the elect i o n s . The elect i on date wa s 

s ub sequent l y  set for 30 November 2008 . 
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A. Reunifying the country 

1 6 . In ke epi n g  w i t h  t h e  provi s i on s  of the Ouagadougou 

Ag r e ement , UNOC I  d i smant led the  l a st ob s e rva t i on po st a l on g  

the  g r e e n  l i ne o n  30 Ju l y . W i th t h e  remova l o f  a l l  ob s e rva t i on 

po s t s , the g reen l i ne that repl a c e d  t h e  zone of confidence h a s  

effe ctive l y  cea s e d  t o  e x i s t . Mixed po l i c e  units cont i nued t o  

patro l  the fo rme r zone o f  confidenc e ,  eve n  t hough t he i r  

ope rati ona l c apa c ity rema i ned l imi t e d  due t o  inadequa t e  

e qu ipme nt and f i n an c i a l  s uppo r t . 

17 . The  inte g r ated c ommand cent r e , whi ch ove r s e e s  the mi x e d  

po l i c e  units and i s  r e spon s i b l e  fo r implement i ng a l l  the  

mi l i t a r y  and s e cu r ity a spe cts of the  Ouagadougou Ag r e ement , 

continued to bu i l d  up its c apa c i t y  w i t h  s uppo rt from UNOC I  and 

the L i c o rne fo r c e. Out of a tota l aut h o r ized str ength of 6 68 

per s onnel , the centre current l y  compr i s e s  458 Gove rnment and 

Fo r ce s  nouvel l e s  mi l ita r y  pe r s onnel: 214 e l ement s b a s e d  at the 

h e a dqu a rte r s  i n  Yamo u s s oukro and 244 deployed i n  t h e  fo rme r 

zone of conf i d e n c e  a s  pa rt of the  mi x e d  po l i c e  uni t s  and 

s upporting el ements . Al t hough the  cent r e ' s commun i c a t i o n s  

capacity and mobility have improved, its operational 

effe cti vene s s  conti nue s t o  b e  hampe red by l imi ted financ i a l  

and l o g i s t i ca l  capab i l iti e s . Payme nt of a l l owan c e s  for food 

''\: .. . � and fue l a-llow� fo r t h e  pe r s onne l of the  c ommand centr e , 

�1 i n c luding  the mixed po l i c e un i t s;h a s  been e r r a t i c  over t h e  

pa st s eve r a l  months. 

18 . UNOCI and the L i c o rne fo r c e  cont i nue to ma inta i n  an 

inte g rated impl ementati on c e l l  w ithin the i nte g r ated command 

cent r e , c ompr i s i n g  mi l ita r y ,  po l i ce and c i v i l i an pe r s onne l ,  to  

s uppo rt the centre ' s  planning and c o o r d i na t i on c apa c ity . T he 

Mi s s i on a l s o  c o ntinued to provide l o g i sti c a l  s uppo rt to t he 
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command centre , including tran spo rt a s s i sta nce , commun i c ati o n s  

s uppo rt and off i ce equ ipment . 

B. Cantonment, demobilization and reintegration of 

combatants 

19 . As at 1 Octob e r , 11, 3 64 Force s nouvel l e s  per s onnel had 

been cantoned , out of a tota l strength of 34 , 678 comb atants 

dec l a red by the group . From the cantoned fo rmer combatants , 

7�598 have cho sen to be demob i l i zed , i n c l uding 802 fo re i gn 

combatants (from Benin , Burkina Fa s o ,  Ghana , Gu inea , Liber i a , 

Ma l i ,  the N i ger , Nigeri a and T o go) , and 3 , 7 6 6  have expres s e d  

interest i n  jo i n i ng the new nati ona l army . On l y  10 weapon s  and 

s ome ammun iti on were c o l l ecte d . Of the Fo rces nouvel les 

e l ements c a ntoned , 4 55 fema l e  combatants have bee n  

demob i l i zed, out o f  which 28 h a v e  vo l unte e re d  t o  jo i n  the new 

a rmy. 

20 . The Nati onal  Pro gramme fo r Re i n s ertion and Commun ity 

Rehab i l itat i o n , whi ch i s  s uppo sed to ab s o rb 7 , 000 ex­

combatants , conti nues to face con s i derab le financ i a l  prob l ems 

and capacity l imitati ons . The pro gramme ha s received only $10 

mi l l ion from the Government , o ut of the $32 . 5  mi l l i o n  expected 

for 2008 . Financial constraints have compelled it to s cale 

down its pro grammes and cl o s e  mo st of its off i ces a r ound the 

country . Mea nwhi le ,  a lthough the nati onal  civi c servi ce 

pro gramme ha s incre a sed its capacity , it will be unab l e  to 

abs orb the e xpecte d ca s e l o ad of 15 , 000 former combatants by  

the end of October due  to l ack of a gre ement between the 

Ivorian Government and Force s nouve l les . Me anwhi le ,  s e vera l 

donors , i nc l uding the World Bank ,  Un ited Nati ons agenci e s  and 

the E urope a n  Un i on , have l aunche d  pro gr amme s fo r the 

r e i n sert i o n  of fo rmer combatants and youth - at-ri sk . 
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21 . The Pea cebu i l ding S upport Off i ce ha s a l s o  approved $4 

mi l l i o n  t o  fund 1 , 000 mi c r o -pro j ect s fo r the sho rt - term 

rei n sert i on o f  over 5 , 000 c omb a t ant s ,  pending the i r  ab s o rpt ion 

i n t o  the l ong -term reintegr ati on p r o g r amme . Fo l l ow i n g  

c on s u l t at i on s  w i th the Fo r ce s  nouvel les , m y  Spec i a l  

Rep resent a t i ve conducted a n  extended t ou r  throughout the 

c ountry t o  sen s i t ize f o rmer c ombat ant s and l a un ch the mi c ro­

pro j ects in Augu s t . As of 1 Oct ober , three mi c r o -pr o j ect s have 

been l aunched , benefiting 30 ex - combata nt s .  Fou rteen 

a ddi t i on a l  p r o j ects have been approved , whi ch o n ce imp lemented 

wou l d  bene f it 129 ex - c omb a t a nt s . The Ivo r i a n  Government as wel l 

a s  the leader ship of the Fo r ces nouvel les and mi l i t i a s  have 

wel comed thi s i n i t i a t i ve whi ch w i l l  provide a lternative 

l i vel ihoods  for ex - c omb a t ant s and help cons o l i date stab i l i t y  

i n  the per i o d  lea d i n g  t o  the elect i on s . 

C. Disarmament and dismantling of militias 

22 . The i nteg r a ted command cent re and the Nation a l  P r o g r amme 

f o r  Rei nteg r at i o n  and Commun i t y  Rehab i l i t a t i on have c ompleted 

the registration and p r o filing of the militias in the western 

pa r t  of the count r y . Although the fina l figures have not yet 

been relea sed , the centre repo rted that the number of mi l i t i a  

per s onnel pro f i led exceeds the 1 , 019 a rmed mi l i t i a s  prev i o u s l y  

l i s ted b y  the Government . The Government i s  yet t o  determine 

the a r rangement s  f o r  d i s a rming , di smant l i ng and rei ntegrating 

the mi l i t i a  per s onnel . 

D. Unification of the defence and security forces 

2 3 . Apa r t  f r om the e s t ab l i shment o f  the i ntegr ated c ommand 

centre and the mixed p o lice units , the uni f i c a t i on of  the 

defen ce and secu r i t y  fo r ces rema i ned s t a l led due t o  continued 

d i s a g reement between the pa r t ies on the number s  a n d  r a n k s  o f  
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t he Fo r ces nouvel les per s onnel t o  be integ rated int o t he new 

n a t i on a l  a rmy and t he po l i ce fo r ce . As prev i o u s l y  repo rted , i n  

Janu a r y  2008 t he Fac i l i t a t o r  h a d  propo sed t h a t , o u t  o f  t he 

fu l l  s t rength of 35 , 000 per s onnel dec l a red b y  t he Fo r ces 

nouvel les , 5 , 000 wou l d  be integr ated i n  t he new a rmy , wh i le 

4 , 000 wou l d  jo i n  t he nat i on a l  po l i ce and gendarmer ie , 20 , 000 

wou l d  be ab s o rbed i n  t he c i v i c  servi ce and 6 , 000 wou l d  benef i t  

from reinteg r a t i o n  programmes . A n  Eva luation a n d  Mon i t o r ing 

Comm i t tee meet ing is  s chedu led fo r mid-Oct ober and is  expected 

to addres s t he i s s ue. 

E. Restoration of State administration throughout the 

country 

24. Wh i le subs tant i a l  progres s h a s  been made i n  redeploying 

t he Government offi c i a l s  that were di spl a ced from the n o r t h  

du r i ng t he conf l i ct , t hese offi c i a l s , i n c l uding t he prefets ,  

a re not yet a b le t o  exer c i se rea l autho r i t y  a s  t he Fo r ces 

nouvel les z o ne commanders  a re rel uct ant to rel inqu i s h  thei r 

a dmi n i s trat i ve ,  secu r i t y  and finan c i a l  autho r i t y  i n  t he a rea s 

under t hei r cont ro l . T he l a ck of a dequate l o g i s t i c a l  and 

financ i a l  res ources , as wel l  as t he protra cted del ays  in  re­

e s tab l i s h i n g  the judi c i a l  s y s tem and adequa te po l i ce presence 

i n  the north a l s o  hampers t he work of the redeployed State 

offi c i a l s. T he Mi n i s t ry of Ju s t i ce i s  cons i de r i n g  ret a i n i n g  

t he judi c i a r y  per s onnel w h o  were dep l o yed i n  t he north t o  

s upport t he elec t o r a l  proces s .  T he effect ive redep l o yment of 

t he jud i c i a r y  and t he abi l i t y  of t he prefet s t o  funct i on 

w i thout impediments w i l l  be cruc i a l  fo r the smo oth runn ing and 

the credib i l ity of the electo r a l  proces s .  

25 . The Mi n i s tr y  of Ju s ti ce h a s  s ubmi tted to the Government 

an operationa l ma tr i x  i dentifyi n g  the needs and the stages of 

redepl o yment of t he ju s t i ce a dmi n i s trat i on t o  the north , 

13 



cent re and wes t  that  wi l l  be presented t o  t he don o r s  for 

fundi ng . The four ma i n  c a tego r ie s  of offi c i a l s  t o  be 

redeployed i n c l ude ma g i s t rates , c o r rect i on a l  offi cer s ,  court  

reg i s t r y and court  s t aff . The Mi n i s t ry is  a l s o  draft ing 

dec rees for t he appo i ntment of ma g i s t r a tes . It wou l d  be 

cruc i a l  fo r t he ten court s l o c a ted in t he affected reg i o n s  t o  

begin funct i on i ng before t he provi s i on a l  elect o r a l  l i s t  i s  

pub lis hed , a s  t hey wou l d  a djudi c a te t he compl aint s rel a ted t o  

t he voter reg i s t r a t i on proces s .  

2 6. UNOC I  h a s  a l s o  begun a s u rvey of t he Ivo r i an leg a l  

educat i on s ys tem ,  t o  b o t h  a s se s s t he cu rrent t ra i n i n g  

c apa c i t ie s  and i dent ify t a r get a rea s for c apa c i t y- bu i l di n g  and 

techn i c a l  a s s i s t an ce . Dono r -funded rehabilit a tion w o r k s  in t he 

c o r rec t i o n a l  fa c i l i t ies l o c a ted i n  a rea s of t he count r y  

cont r o l led b y  t he Fo r ces nouve l les were completed i n  Ko rhogo 

and Boua ke . Fu rther rehab i l i t a t i o n  wo r k s , underwa y  i n  e i gh t  

o t her fa c i l i t ies , a re expected t o  b e  completed b y  December 

2008. 

F. Identification of the population and voter 
registration 

27. It w o u l d  be reca l led t h a t  t he Ouagadougou Agreement 

s ought to a c celera te t he i dent ifi c a t i on of t h o se I v o r i a n s  who 

were e lig i b le to vote . In t h i s rega r d ,  t he Ag reement prov i ded 

t h a t  a l l  indi v i dua l s  who were on t he voters l i s t in 2000 w o u l d  

b e  aut oma t i c a l l y  eligib le t o  receive n a t i ona l i dentit y c a r d s  

and voter s c a rds; t he ongo i n g  mobile court s would is s ue 

duplica te birt h  cert if i c a tes t o  Ivo rian s  a ged 18 yea r s  and 

above ,  whose b i rt h s  had never been rec o r ded i n  c i v i l 

reg i s ters , t o  enab le t hem t o  regis ter t o  vote; and t he c i v i l  

reg i s ters  t h a t  h a d  been l o s t  o r  des t ro yed du r i n g  t he c o nflict 
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would be recon s t i t uted t o  enable all other Ivo r i a n s  who mi ght 

not have been i n cluded on the 2000 voter s li s t  t o  reg i s ter t o  

vote . 

28. In my la s t  repo rt , I repo rted that the fou rth round of 

the mob ile court opera t i on s  offi c i ally ended on 15 Ma y . 

Follow i n g  the rec ommendat i on of the Permanent Con s ult a t i ve 

Fr amewo rk meet ing of 9 Ma y ,  s upplement a r y  mob ile court s were 

deployed on 27 Augu s t  t o  i s s ue dupl i c a te b i rth cer t if i c a tes t o  

appli cant s i n  a rea s that had n o t  been adequately covered 

du r i n g  the ma i n  opera t i on . In that rega rd , the M i n i s t r y of 

Ju s t i ce and Human Ri ght s deployed 50 teams t o  34 j u r i s d i c t i on s  

throughout the count r y . A t  the conclu s i on o f  the oper a t i on on 

25 September , a t o t al of 35 , 370 decla r a t o r y  j udgment s  i n  lieu 

of b i rth cert if i c a tes had been i s s ued . Of these , 32 , 239 were 

i s s ued t o  I vo r i an nat i onals and 3 , 131 t o  forei gner s .  The 

number of decla r a t o r y  j udgement s  i s s ued i n  lieu of b i rth 

cer t ifi cates s i nce the mob ile court s oper a t i on s  were laun ched 

i n  September 2007 s t ands a t  750 , 000. 

29. [In_Ji ght of th9 serio�s dela ys en countered in deliv9ri�� 

tA.e rnaterie.ls for the ideutltlcatlon and voter registration 

p±OG9SS9'.i', IJNOCI provided air transportation, on 10 August, 

fQI 1, 546 identificatiGn kits out of a total of 6,000 that 

have now a:rriv9d in the co11nt ry] The i dent ifi c a t i on of the 

populat i on and the voter reg i s t r a t i on proces ses were laun ched 

on 15 September ,  s ub sequent t o  the promulgat i on of a dec ree on 

14 September whi ch s t ipulated that these two c ru c i al proces ses 

would be conducted over a per i o d  of 4 5 days . !7\, � fa<?� 
---------------------_/ � o---

30. �f 1 Oct ober , 5 , 8 4 9  I vo r i a n s  had been reg i s tered a s  

voter s . Although the pa ce o f  voter reg i s t ra t i on and 

i dent ifi cat i o n  is expected to i n c rea se as mo re teams a re 
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deplo yed throughout th e country , it i s  unli kely that the 

proce s s  wou l d  be comp l e t e d  w i t h i n  the 4 5  days stipu l ated in 

the 14 S eptember pre s i de nti a l  decre e .  

31. The op erat i o n  t o  recon stitute the civi l re g i sters and 

re s t ore b irt h , marr i a g e  and death records that were l o s t  or 

de s troyed during the cri s i s  wa s l a unched by the M i n i s t er o f  

Ju stice o n  15 May . The  i n iti a l  sta g e s  o f  th e e x erci s e  i nvolved 

preparing a n  i nve n t ory of  the e x i sting a s  we l l  as  de s tro yed 

and l o st civi l re g i sters . The  Un ite d Nati o n s  O f f ice of Project 

S ervice s ,  funded by the Europ e a n  U n i o n , i s  provi d i n g  techn ica l 

a s s i stance t o  th i s  operati on . Art icl e  2 o f  the pre s i dent i a l  

decre e adop t e d  o n  14 S ep t ember s t ipu l a t e s  t h at  re g i s trat i o n  o n  

t h e  voters' ro l l  o f  t ho s e  app l icant s a f fecte d  b y  t h e  

reco n s t itut i o n  opera t i on s h o u l d  n o t  change t h e  time frame o f  

t h e  pub l icat i o n  o f  t h e  provi s i ona l e l ect ora l l i st .  

G. The electoral process 

32. S evera l decre e s  re l ating to the  e l ectora l  proce s s , 

i ncluding tho s e  o ut l i n i ng the moda l it i e s  o f  the voting 

exerci s e  and speci f icat i o n s  f or e l ectoral mater i al s , were 

i s s ue d  on 4 S ept emb er . As indicated e arl i er ,  a decre e 

stipula t i ng that t h e  voter re g i s tra t i on proce s s  w o u l d  b e  

conducted over a 4 5-da y p eri o d  wa s i s s u ed on  14 S e p t ember. An 

amendment t o  t h e  e l ect ora l code a ime d at compre s s i n g  t h e  

time frame f or t h e  pub l icat i o n  o f  t h e  vot ers' ro l l ,  a s  we l l  a s  

f or t h e  appe a l s  and cha l l enge s re g arding t h e  v o t ers' ro l l , i s  

expected t o  b e  t a b l e d  s oon . 

33. The Independent El ectora l Commi s s i on and o t her 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  t a s ke d  to imp l ement the key e l ect i on s -re l at e d  

ta s k s ,  s uch a s  SAGEM a n d  the I n st i t u t e  o f  N a t i on a l  S t a t i s t ics 
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cont i nue t o  face s er i o u s  cha l l enge s i n  e s t ab l i s h ing and 

e xecut ing a compre hens ive l o g i s t ical  p l an for the  e l ect i o n s , 

covering t h e  p eriod from the  i dent ifica t i on and vot er 

re g i s tra t i o n  t o  the di s tribut i o n  and co l l ect i on o f  e l ect ora l 

ma t eri a l s  t hroughout the  country. The key t a s ks that mu s t  b e  

accomp l i s h e d  f or the  s ucce s s fu l  conduct o f  the  i dent i f icat i o n  

a n d  voter re g i s trat i on proce s s e s  i nclude t h e  s e t t ing u p  o f  70 

co ordinat i o n  centre s; the  e s t ab l i s hment o f  11 , 009 re g i s tra t i on 

s i t e s; the  operat i o na l i z a t i o n  of 6 , 000 ident i f ica t i on k i t s  

i ncluding VSAT equipment; t he s e l ect i o n , tra i n i ng and 

dep l o yme nt of 35 , 000 i dent i f ica t i on agent s; and the l aunch i n g  

o f  an  effect ive s e n s i t i z at i on camp a i gn. For e l ect i on day , s ome 

22 , 000 po l l ing  s t a t i on s  w i t h i n  t h e  11 , 009 po l l ing s i t e s  are 

f ore s e en. Furt hermore , it i s  envi s a ged th at  a t o t a l  o f  6 6 , 000 

po l l i ng a g e nt s w i l l  be recru i t e d. There are a l s o  4 15 l oca l 

e l ect ora l o f f ice s t hroughout t h e  country that  are t o  b e  manned 

by 14 , 000 p ers onne l. 

34 . As of 1 Oct ober , t h e  Independent E l ect ora l Commi s s i on 

report ed that 4 3  o f  the 70 Coordinat i o n  Centre s were 

opera t i ona l , and that  re furb i s hme nt opera t i on s  were ongo ing a t  

the  rema i n ing s i t e s. Al l 35 , 000 i dent i f ica t i on agent s have 

been recruited and are in the process of being trained and 

dep l o yed. UNOC I and U n i t e d  N a t i on s  agenci e s  cont inue t o  

s upport t h e  re g i s tra t i on proce s s  by  prov iding t echn ica l 

e xpert i s e , l o g i s t ica l a s s i s t ance and e quipment. In Augu s t , 

UNOCI h e l p e d  t o  a irl i ft 1 , 500 SAGEM re g i s trat i on k i t s  from 

Europe to Ab i djan in order to avo i d  furt her de l a ys in the 

i dent i f ica t i on and vot er re g i s tra t i on proce s s. The Mi s s i o n  has 

a l s o  a gre e d  t o  a s s i s t i n  the  transport o f  re g i s tra t i o n  

ma t eri a l s  t o  10 coordinat i o n  centre s l oca t e d  i n  remo t e  are a s. 
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35 . UNOC I ' s certi f ication cell i s  clo s ely mon itoring the key 

a sp ects o f  the electoral proce s s ,  i ncludi ng the voter 

re g i strati o n , and co l l ecti n g  critica l i n f ormati o n  that will 

enab l e  my S p ec i a l  Repre s e ntative to exerci s e  h i s  certi f ication 

mandate. The  f i ve criteri a framewor k ,  i. e. p e ace , 

i nclu s ivene s s , state me di a , electoral l i st and re s u lts , a s  

de f i n e d  b y  my Spec i a l  Repre s e ntative and accepted b y  a l l  

p arti e s , w i ll provide a s ol i d  foundation f or ful f ill i n g  th i s  

critical mandate. The  fundamenta l pri ncip l e  that will gui de my 

Speci a l  Repre s e ntative in h i s  certi f icati o n  ro l e  i s  to a s s i st 

Ivor i a n s  i n  the ir e f f ort to hold ope n , fre e , f a ir and 

tran s p arent e l ecti o n s. 

3 6. ·As the mo st s i gn i f icant step b e f ore po l l i n g , the 

va l i dati on o f  the e l ectora l l i st w i l l  pre s e nt a cruc i a l  te st 

f or the cert i f icat i o n  capacity of my Speci a l  Repre s e ntati ve. 

In that re g ard , UNOC I h a s  a lready started i n f ormal 

con s u ltat i o n s  w ith a l l  the prota gon i sts , i ncluding the ke y 

p o l itica l p l a yers ( Pre s i dent Gba gbo , Mr. Bedie and Mr. 

Ouattara) , the Fac i l itator , and the Cha irman o f  the 

Independent Electoral Commi s sion. In cooperation with the 

Independent Electoral Commi s s i on and other authoriti e s , UNOC I 

w i l l  help to s a f e guard both the proce s s  and the re s ult o f  the 

e l ecti o n s  in cl o s e  cooperat i o n  w ith the e l ectora l obs ervers. 

As mandate d b y  S ecurity Council re s o l ution 17 65 (2007) , the 

Mi s s i o n  ha s a l s o  e stab l i s h e d  a sma l l  ce l l  to coord i n ate the 

dep l oyme nt o f  i nternationa l obs ervers. 

37. S i nce the l aunch o f  the identi f icat i o n  and voter 

re g i stration proce s s e s  on 15 S e ptember , the de l a ys due to 

tech n ica l and l o g i stica l cha l l e n g e s  have proven gre ater than 

expecte d. A me eti n g  of the P ermanent Con s u ltative Framework o f  

the Ouagadougou Agreeme nt i s  sch e du l e d  for the end o f  October 
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to addr e s s  th i s  i s s u e , e s peci a l l y  its potent i a l  imp act on the 

cu r r e nt e l ecto r a l  time l ine . 

VII. Financial support for the implementation of the 
Ouagadougou Agreement 

38 . E f for t s to mob i l i z e  funds to s uppo rt the imp l eme ntati on 

of the Ouagadougou Ag reeme nt conti nued du r i ng th e p e r i od unde r 

revi ew. T h e  bas ket funds e s t ab l i s h e d  and admi n i ste red by the 

United Nat i o n s  Deve l opment P r o g ramme to s uppo rt th e e l ecto ral 

proce s s  a nd po st-cr i s i s  peace con s o l idation activi t i e s  a r e  

ful l y  operat i o n a l  and cont inue t o  r ece ive e xternal funding 

f r om an i ncrea s i n g l y  dive r s e  donor b a s e. T o  dat e , $20 mi l l ion 

have b e e n  al l ocated to e l ect i o n s  r e lated activiti e s ,  wh i l e  $ 10 

mi l l i on have been earmar ked for po s t -cr i s i s  p e ace 

con sol idat i on programme s. Wh i l e  the e l ecto ral proce s s  i s  ful l y  

funded , the National  Programme fo r Re i nte grati on and Community 

Rehab i l itat i on and the nati ona l  civ ic s e rvice prog ramme 

cont inue t o  face obstacl e s , a s  emphas i z ed i n  para g raph 19 

above. 

39. Fo l l owing my deci s i on to declare Cote d' Ivo i r e  e l i g i b l e  

t o  r ece ive funding f rom t h e  P eacebuilding Fund , t h e  Unit e d  

Nat i o n s  a n d  the Gove rnme nt o f  Cote d' Ivo i re have deve l oped a 

p r i o r ity p l a n  to addre s s  urgent p e ace bu i l ding n e e ds. S ome $5 

mi l lion w e r e  approved on 14 Ju l y ,  of wh ich $4 mi l l i on have 

been a l l ocated to s uppo rt rein s e rtion projects , whi l e  $ 1  

mi l l i on w i l l  s u stain the faci l i tat i on e f fo rt s  unde rtaken by 

t h e  o f f ice of  the Special Rep r e s e ntative of  the  Faci l i tat o r  in  

Ab i djan. Re i n t e g rat ion p roject s are imp l eme n t e d  i n  coope rat ion 

w ith the Nat i onal P r o gramme for Re i ntegrat i on and Commun ity 

Rehab i l itat i o n  and include couns e l l ing of forme r combatants ,  

i ncome - g e n e r a t ing activit i e s , and micr o-projects. Additi onal 
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re i nte gration e f f orts are b e i n g  planned i n  co l l aboration with 

the nati ona l civic s ervice programme , and i nclude the 

e stab l i s hme nt o f  s ki l l s  tra i n i ng ce ntre s .  As the country 

prepare s f or e l ecti o n s , s upport from the P e acebu i ld i n g  Fund 

w i l l  rema i n  vita l to con s o l i date hard earned g a i n s. 

VIII. 

d'Ivoire 

Deployment of the United Nations Operation in Cote 

A. Military component 

4 0. As at 1 October , UNOC I' s mi l itary strength stood at 8 , 017 

personne l ,  compri s i n g  7 , 738 tro ops , 190 mi l itary obs ervers and 

89 sta f f  o f f icers , a ga i n st the authori z ed strength of 8 , 115. 

The  Mi s s i on' s mi l itary pers onn e l  curre ntl y  i nc l ude 77 women . 

Out o f  the Mi s s i on' s 11 b atta l i on s , f i ve are dep l o yed i n  the 

we stern part o f  t h e  country , four in the east and two i n  

Ab idjan. O n e  Aviat i o n  un it , three e n g i n e ering compan i e s , one 

tran sport company ,  one  Speci a l  Force s Company ,  one  S i gna l s  

C ompany and one S upport C ompany are prov i d i n g  enab l ing  

capacity and operat i o nal re s erve to the  f orce . The  s ou s­

groupement de securi te, comp o s ed o f  279 pers onne l, continue s 

to provide cl o s e  protect i o n  to members o f  the Government and 

other p o l itica l l e a ders . In keeping w ith the Memorandum o f  

Understanding b etw e e n  the two f orce s ,  Licorne cont i nue s to 

mai nta i n  a quick react i o n  capab i l ity to s upport UNOC I i n  

e xtremi s .  T h e  s trength o f  Licorne current l y  stand s  a t  1 , 800 

p er s o nne l. 

4 1. UNOC I conti nue s to con s o lida t e  its troop dep l o yme nt s 

throughout t h e  country. As part o f  the con s o l idat i on proce s s , 

the force has re duced its camp s from 4 4  to 24 and enhanced its 

capacity to conduct e xtended patro l s  covering a l l  parts of the 

country . However , b o t h  UNOC I and Licorne are sti l l  b e i n g  
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de n i e d  acce s s  to Divo by  the local auth o r iti e s . Me anwh ile , a 

new deplo yment location h a s  b e e n  e stabli shed i n  Daba kala , i n  

t h e  n o rth , wh ile e f fo rts a r e  continu i n g  t o  e stab l i s h th r e e  n e w  

camp s i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  Divo , Is s i a  and Ad z ope . I n  l i ne  with its 

rev i s e d  concept of operati o n s , the Mi s s i on has i ncr e a s e d  f o rce 

mob i l ity to provide s ecurity f o r  the e l ecto r a l  and other key 

p r oce s s e s  as  outl ined i n  the Ouagadougou Ag re eme nt . In 

addition to conducting jo int and s ynchron i z e d  patr o l s  w ith 

UNMIL a l ong the bo rde r w ith Liberi a ,  UNOC I he l d  co o rdi nation 

and l i a i s on me etings  with auth o r iti e s  f r om Gh ana , Gu i n e a  and 

Bu r kina  Fa s o ,  with a vi ew to strengthening borde r  s ecu r ity 

arrangements in preparat i o n  f or e l ecti o n s. 

B. Police component 

4 2. As at 1 October 2008 , UNOC I' s p o l ice str ength sto od at 

1 , 13 6  pe r s onne l aga i n st an autho r i z e d strength o f  1 , 200 , 

i ncluding 388 indivi dual p o l ice advi s o r s  and 748 p e r s onnel i n  

s i x f o rmed p o l ice units . T h e  Mi s s i on' s p o l ice p e r s onn e l  

i ncl ude 18 f ema l e  o f f ice r s . 

4 3. The po l ice component continued to f ocu s on s upporti ng , 

me ntoring and advi s i ng the Ivo r i a n  nati ona l p o l ice and the 

mi xed p o l ice units that ma i nta i n  l aw and o rde r in the forme r 

z one  o f  con f i dence . It a l s o  ma i nta i n e d  contact with the 

nat i o n a l  po l ice and gendarme r i e , and conducted jo i nt patrols 

and i nve sti gati ons primari l y  in the north e r n  part of the 

country w ith the a s s i stance o f  the 600 Force s nouvell e s  

auxi l i ary p ers onne l trained by UNOC I i n  200 6. Furthermore , 

UNOC I' s p o l ice component conti nued to provide s upport to the 

i nte grate d command centr e and prov i de d  advice on r e f o rming the 

Ivorian  nat i o n a l  p o l ice . 
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IX. Human rights 

4 4 .  The ove ra l l  huma n ri ghts s ituat i o n  continued to imp rove 

dur i n g  the reporting p e r i o d ,  w ith a dra stic re duct i o n  i n  

p o l itica l l y-dr iven v i o l at i o n s . Neve rthe l e s s ,  s eve r a l  s e r i ou s  

v i o l at i o n s  we r e  ob s e rved du r i ng th i s  p e r i o d  i n  both the 

government-contro l l e d  a re a s  and i n  the p art o f  the countr y 

contro l l e d by the Force s nouve l l e s . T he s e  v i o l at i o n s  i ncluded 

the d i sproportionate use of f o rce b y  the p o l ice dur i n g  l aw 

e n forcement ope r ati o n s , r ac kete eri ng , to rtu re and i l l­

tre atme nt . The  i n s ecurity i n  the we ste rn and n o rth e r n  p a rts o f  

the countr y ,  a s  we l l  a s  i n  p a rt s  o f  the f ormer z on e  o f  

con f i dence , rema i n s  o f  gre at conce rn and ha s imp acted 

n e g at i ve l y  on the f u l l  e njoyme nt o f  ba s ic human r i g hts. 

Incre a s ing  indi scrimi nate attack s  by  uni denti f i e d  h i ghway 

robbers , coup l e d  w ith v i o l e nce and rape of wome n , p o s e  a da ily 

th r e at to the ri ght to l i fe ,  to phys ical i nte grity and to the 

s a f ety and s ecurity o f  pers o n s  and goods . The s ituat i o n  

r ema i n s  particu l a r l y  s e r i o u s  i n  town s a n d  v i l l a g e s  a l ong  the 

Due koue-Bango l o  ro a d ,  notab l y  in B i n a o  n e a r  Bango l o , as we l l  

a s  B l ody and T o a z e o  n e ar Duekoue. 

4 5. T h e  f a i l u r e  o f  l aw e n f o rceme nt o f f ici a l s  to a r r e st o r  

i de nt i f y  the p erpetrators o f  the s e  vi o l at i o n s  ha s e x ace rbate d 

the fra g i l e  r e l at i o n s h i p s  w ith i n  ethn ica l l y  mixed commun iti e s , 

l e ad i n g  to i ntercommun ity cl a s h e s  cha r acteri z ed b y  attacks  and 

reta l i atory counterattack s. Inve sti gati o n s  conducted b y  l oca l 

a uthoriti e s  into vio l at i o n s  brought to the ir attent i o n  b y  

UNOC I have o ften proved unproductive; the l ow l eve l o f  

pro s ecut i o n  f or s uch ca s e s  h a s  h e i ghtened the p ervad i n g  s e n s e  

o f  impun ity i n  the country . 
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4 6 .  With r e g a r d  to the human r i ghts s ituation i n  Force s 

nouvelle s -contr olled a r e a s , multip l e  i nfr ingements of the 

r i ght to life w e r e  reporte d ,  as were  s eve r al ca s e s  of to rture , 

ill-tre atme nt , arbitr a r y  a r r e st and detenti on. Fo rce s 

nouve l l e s  e l eme nts fre quent l y  exto rted mon e y  from victims and 

the i r  f ami l y  memb e r s  for the rele a s e  of a r b itra r ily deta ined 

p e r s ons.  The s ituation rema i n e d  ma r ke d  by the pe r s i stence of 

impunity , g i ven the ab s e nce of a functioning  ju stice s ystem 

ami d st rac kete e r i ng by  Fo rce s nouve l l e s  elements. As indicate d 

e a r l i e r , i n  Boua ke ,  cantoned Fo rce s nouve l l e s  elements staged 

s eve ral str e et demo n strati ons to demand imme di ate p a yme nt of 

month l y  a l l owance s and war  bonus e s , r e s u lting in s eve ral 

i nfr i ng ements o f  b a s ic human r i ghts , i ncl uding phys ical 

a s s ault , v i o l ations  of the r i ght to prope rty and i nte r fe r ence 

w ith the f r e e dom of movement. W ith regard to the s ituation o f  

wome n and g i r l s , s e ve ral i n stance s of phys ica l and s e xu a l  

v i olence we r e  reporte d ,  pa rticula rly i n  the we ste rn p a rt of 

the country i n  r e l ation to a rme d attack s  by h i ghwa y  robbe r s. 

47. 
01�1 
�fi the i nvitat i o n  of the Ivo r i a n  gove rnment , the Speci al 

Rapp o rte ur o f  the U n ite d Nati ons  Human Ri ght s  Council on the 

adve r s e  effects of the i l l icit moveme nt and dump i n g  of tox ic 

and dangerous products and wastes on the enjoyment of human 

r i ghts , Mr. O kechu kwu I b e anu , vi s ited Cote d' Ivo i r e f r om 3 to 

8 Augu st. The  purp o s e  of h i s  v i s it wa s to a s s e s s  the s ituation 

s i nce the  tragic dump i n g  of toxic wa ste i n  Ab i djan i n  Augu st 

200 6 ,  wh ich r e s u lted in at l e a st 16 de ath s and mo r e  than 

100 , 000 oth e r  victims. At the end of h i s  vi s it ,  the Spec i a l  

Rapporteur u r g e d  the Gove rnment t o  mob i l i z e  a l l  ava i l ab l e  

re s ource s fo r victims t o  get the ju stice the y  de s e rve and to 

qu ic k l y  rece ive ade quate comp e n s ation. Many v ictims continue 

to exp e r i ence hea lth p r o b l ems. The Speci a l  Rappo rteur als o  

app e a l e d  t o  the Gove rnme nt to i nte n s ify the pu r s u it of 
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crimi n a l  proce e d i n g s  that are pending aga i n st individua l s  and 

corporate bodi e s  imp l icated i n  th i s  di s a ster . 

4 8 . Me anwh i l e , UNOC I conti nued to ra i s e  aware ne s s  o f  ch i l d  

ri ghts and ch i l d  protection i s s ue s , i n  accordance w ith 

S ecurity Counci l re s o l ut i o n s  1 2 61 (1999) and 14 60 (2003) . T h e  

Mi s s i on conducted outre ach activiti e s  for 4 , 330 partners from 

non-governme nta l orga n i z at i o n s , civi l s oci ety group s and 

government i n stituti o n s , and has so far further s e n s iti z e d ,  i n  

2008 , a tota l o f  4 , 678 UNOC I p ers onne l o n  ch i l d·protect i o n  

i s s ue s. 

4 9 . I n  co l l aborat i o n  w ith its partn ers , UNOCI mon itore d and 

reporte d  o n  vi o l at i o n s  perpetrate d a g a i n st ch i l dren , 1n l i ne  

w ith re s o l ut i o n  1 612 (2005) , and continued to engage i n  a 

d i a l o gue w ith armed group s s o  a s  to faci l itate the 

imp l eme ntati o n  o f  provi s i on s  of S ecurity Counci l re s o l ution 

1539 (2004 ) . Wh i l e  there h a s  b e e n  a decl i n e  i n  the  number of  

reported ca s e s  of  abduction and ki l l ing of  ch i l dre n i n  Cote 

d ' Ivo ire , I am concerne d  about th e p ers i stent s e xua l v i o l ence 

committe d  again st childre n. In lin e  with the recomme ndation s  

o f  the Un ited N ati o n s  S ecurity Counci l Working Gro up o n  

ch i l dren and arme d con f l ict ,  UNOC I continued to prov i de 

techn ica l a s s i stance to the I vori a n  Government i n  its e f forts 

to cre ate a Nati ona l Commi s s i on for ch i l dre n a f fecte d  b y  the 

arme d con f l ict , and to e stab l i s h  a n ati ona l action p l a n  

aga i n st s e xu a l  v i o l e nce. 

X. �n�r 

50 . In accordance w ith re s o l ut i o n s  1325 (2000) and 18 20 

(2008) on wome n , p e ace and s ecurity , the Gender un it h a s  

continued t o  promote ge nder ma i n stre ami ng i n  UNOC I ' s  po l ici e s  
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and pro gramme s .  UNOC I collaborated with nati ona l p artners to 

elaborate a dra ft nati onal action plan a g a i n st s e xua l vi olence 

for con s i deration by the Government . I n  the s ame ve i n ,  the 

Mi s s i o n  provided speci a l i z e d  tra i n ing on s exua l and gender­

b a s e d v i o l e nce to l oca l wome n' s l e aders , p o l ice o f f icers , 

g e ndarme s ,  civi l s erva nts and tra diti ona l l e a ders. With i n  the 

context of cooperation w ith other in stituti ons , UNOC I provided 

ge nder and p e ace keep i n g  tra i n i n g  s upp ort to mi l itary , p o l ice 

and civi l ian pers onne l at an  African U n i o n  S e n i or Mi s s i o n  

Leaders' course  i n  Botswana. 

XI. HIV/AIDS 

51. UNOC I continued to ma i n stre am H IV /AIDS aware ne s s  i n  the 

Mi s s i on' s activiti e s. In th i s  regard , the Mi s s i o n  partnere d 

w ith governmenta l correct i o n s  s ervice s and s e n s i t i z e d  794 

pri s on i nmate s and 7 2 correct i o n s  o f ficers on H IV /AIDS . The  

Mi s s i o n  a l s o  worked with the United Nati ons Deve l opment 

Pro gramme and the Un ited N ati o n s  Popu l ation Fund to imp l ement 

a jo i nt project on H IV/AIDS in the DDR proce s s. The  Mi s s i o n  

and t h e  Un ite d Nati o n s  Popu l at i o n  Fund f i n e-tune d ,  

governmenta l organ i z at i o n s  and the Mini stry o f  

moda l it i e s  to further imp l eme nt two projects that 

w ith non­

De f e nce , 

had b e e n  

l aunche d  i n  June , w ith regard to the prevention and tre atment 

o f  s exua l l y  tran smitte d i n fect i o n s  among commerc i a l  s e x  

workers a n d  the Ivor i a n  s ecurity forces. Furthermore , UNOC I 

s e n s iti z e d  3 , 4 17 Mi s s i on p ers onne l on H IV /AIDS , whi l e  a tota l 

o f  170 new peer e ducators were tra i n e d  to conduct 

s e n s iti z ation activiti e s  w ith i n  the ir re spective b atta l i ons.  

Vo l untary coun s e l ing and te sting s ervice s were provided to 

1 , 54 6  Mi s s i on pers onne l. 

25 



XII . Personnel conduct and discipline 

52. Inve s t i g a t i on s  by  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i on s  and t h e  concerne d  

troop contribut i n g  country i n t o  a l l e gat i on s  o f  s e xua l 

e xp l o i t a t i on and abu s e  by pers onne l o f  a UNOC I mi l i t ary 

cont ingent are ongo i ng. As  I i nd ica t e d  in my pre v i o u s  report , 

t h e  re s u l t s  o f  t h e  i nve s t i g a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  made pub l ic once 

comp l e t e d. In the me ant ime , UNOC I ,  t hrough the conduct and 

d i scip l ine  un i t , cont inued to s e n s i t i z e  i t s  mi l i t ary , p o l ice 

and civi l i an p ers onne l on  my z ero - t o l erance p o l icy on s e xu a l  

e xp l o i t at i on a n d  abus e. As part o f  i t �  pub l ic aware ne s s  

camp a i gn , UNOC I ma i n t a i n e d  contact w i t h  ci v i l  s oci e t y  

organ i z at i on s  t o  e n s ure t h a t  l oca l popu l a t i on s  are s en s i t i z e d  

o n  U n i t e d  Nat i on s  s t andards o f  conduct. 

XIII. Media monitoring and public information 

5 3. UNOC I cont inued i t s  e f fort s t o  i n form t h e  Ivor i a n  

popu l a t i on about t h e  p e ace proce s s  a n d  the  s upp ort t h e  Mi s s i o n  

provide s t owards t h e  imp l ement a t i on o f  t h e  Ouagadougou 

Agreement , i n  p art icu l ar with regard to t h e  e l ect ora l proce s s. 

UNOC I h a s  a s s i s t ed t h e  O f f ice o f  t h e  Prime M i n i s t er and the  

Independent El ect ora l Commi s s i on i n  dev i s i n g  and imp l ement i n g  

a communica t i o n s  s trat e g y , i ncl uding t h e  product i o n  o f  rad i o  

s p ot s , pub l icat i o n s  a n d  p o s t ers i n  s upport o f  t h e  

i dent i f ica t i on a n d  voter re g i s tra t i on proce s s e s. 

54. The Mi s s i o n  con t i nu e d  t o  encourag e  civi l s oci e t y  t o  t a ke 

a n  act ive ro l e  i n  promo t i n g  the  p e ace proce s s  by  orga n i z i n g  

wor k s h op s , s eminar s , and me e t i n g s  w i t h  i t s  four ma i n  t arget 

p i l l ars : t h e  me di a , wome n , tra di t i on a l  ch i e f s  and youth 

group s. UNOC I a l s o  c l o s e l y  mon i t ored t h e  Ivorian  me d i a ,  and 

orga n i z e d  tra i n ing s eminars f or t h e  nat i on a l  me d i a  and 
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commun i t y  radi o s t a t i o n s  t o  s e n s i t i z e  them on t h e ir ro l e  

during t h e  e l ect ora l p er i od . 

55 . In an e f fort t o  f ac i l i t a t e  the  redep l o yme nt o f  UNOC I 

pers onne l t o  the s outhern ci t i e s  o f  Ad z ope and Is s i a , t h e  

Mi s s i o n  organi z ed pub l ic event s i n  the s e  l oca t i on s . El s ewhere , 

a s  UNOC I' s mi l i t ary p ers onne l redep l o yed , the  Mi s s i on' s rad i o  

s t a t i on , ONUC I FM , con t i nued t o  expand i t s  covera g e  are a a s  

we l l. Rad i o  transmi t t ers were i n s t a l l ed i n  Daba ka l a , Tabou and 

B ound i a l i , bringing the  t o t a l  number o f  tran smi t t ers t o  23  

na t i onw ide . Me anwh i l e , the  Mi s s i on' s rad i o  s t a t i on cont i nued 

to prov ide i n f orma t i on on the p e ace proce s s  t hrough i t s  news , 

current a f f a irs and f e a t ure pro gramme s .  In add i t i o n , the  

Mi s s i o n  l aunched a spec i a l  commun icat i on camp a i gn to  s upport 

t h e  1 , 000 micro -project s i n i t i a t ive . 

XIII . Safety and Security of Personnel 

5 6 . Al t hough the genera l s ecur i t y  s i tuat i on i n  the  country i s  

a s s e s s ed a s  re l a t i ve l y  ca lm , cha l l en g e s  p ert a i n i ng t o  t h e  

genera l ma i n t e nance o f  l aw and order cont i nue t o  a f f ect the  

s a fe t y  and s ecuri t y  of  Uni t ed N a t i on s  pers onne l .  Urban crime , 

roads ide bandi try , e x t ort i o n , rape a nd murder are i ncre a s ing 

t hroughout the  country . During recent incident s i n  Bondou kou , 

Un i t ed N a t i on s -marked vehicl e s  were s t oned and one s t a f f  

member wa s s l i ght l y  i n j ured . N a t i on a l  s t a f f  rema i n  under 

t hre a t  of b e i n g  a t t ac ked in the ir hou s e s ,  as s h own by a 

robbery i n  S ept ember i n  the  hou s e  o f  a nat i ona l fema l e  s t a f f  

member. T h i s w a s  t h e  t h ird at tac k o n  nat i on a l  s t a f f ,  a l l  o f  

whom were women . Meanwh i l e , mi n imum opera t i ona l s ecuri t y  

s tandards , i ncluding re s ident i a l , are b e i n g  s trict l y  e n f orced . 
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XIV . Financial imp l i cations 

57. The Genera l As s emb l y ,  by  i t s  re s o l u t i o n  6 2 / 254 of 20 June 

2008 , appropri a t e d  t h e  amount of  $4 75 . 4  mi l l i o n  for the 

ma intenance o f  UNOC I for the peri od from 1 Ju l y  2008 to 30 

June 2009 . S h o u l d  t h e  S e cur i t y  Counc i l  de c i de to e x t e n d  t h e  

mandat e  o f  UNOC I b e yond 31  January 200 9 , t h e  c o s t  o f  

ma i n t a i n i n g  the  Opera t ion unt i l  30 Jun e 2009 wou l d  b e  limi t e d  

t o  t h e  amount s approved by t h e  Genera l As s emb l y . 

58 . As a t  3 1  Ju l y  2 008 , unp a i d  a s s e s s e d  c ontribut ion s t o  the  

s pe c i a l  a c c ount f or UNOC I amount e d  t o  $ 6 1 . 3  mi l l i o n . The  t ot a l  

out s t anding a s s e s s e d  contribut i o n s  f or a l l  p e a c e ke e p i n g  

opera t ions  a t  t h a t  d a t e  amount e d  t o  $ 3 , 5 68 . 7 mi l l ion . 

59 . Re imburs ement o f  tro op and cont ingent - owned e qu i pme nt 

c o s t s  h a s  been made f or the  period up t o  31  Augu s t  2008 and 31 

March 2008 re s p e c t ive l y . 

XV .  Observations 

60 . Cote d '  I voire ha s exp erie nced s u s t aine d  p e a c e  and 

s t ab i l i t y  f or the  p a s t  e i gh t e e n  mont h s  s i nce  the s i gning of  

the  Ouagadougou Agreement . The  ma i n  a c h i e vement s during t h i s  

de f i n ing peri o d  i n  t h e  country' s h i s t ory i n c l ude t h e  e n d  o f  

h o s t i l i t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  Force s  nouve l l e s  and t h e  nat i o n a l  

de fence  a n d  s e c ur i t y  f orce s; t h e  remova l  of t h e  z one o f  

con f i dence t h a t  h a d  prev i o u s l y  phys i c a l l y  d i v i d e d  t h e  country; 

t h e  re s t orat ion o f  the popu l a t ion ' s right t o  move fre e l y  

throughout t h e  c o untry; the s u c c e s s fu l  s t art o f  a cre d i b l e  

pro ce s s  o f  ident i f ying t h e  popu l a t ion t hrough t h e  mob i l e  

court s operat i on s; t h e  improveme nt o f  t h e  human ri ght s 

s i t ua t i on throughout t h e  country; s u s t a i n e d  d i a l ogue and 
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sp i r i t  of consen s u s  among the  ma i n  po l i t ica l leader s ;  the  

retu rn t o  the  north  of S t a t e  o f f ic i a l s  d i s p l aced du r i ng the  

con f l i ct ; t h e  encou r a g i n g  rebounding o f  the  economy ; and the 

pro gre s s  made i n  the p reparat i o n s  f o r  the e l ecti on s . 

61 . T h e  peace proce s s  has cros s e d  a cri t ical mi l e stone w ith 

t h e  launch ing of  the voter r e g i stration proce s s  on 1 5  

S e ptemb e r . The key stage s  o f  the e l ectoral proce s s  conducte d  

t o  dat e  have proce eded i n  a sati s factory manner , 

n o twith s tand ing the  maj o r l o g i stical chal l enge s encountere d .  I 

am par t icu lar l y  p l ea s e d  about the  s ucce s s  o f  the eruci�l 

mob i l e  courts operat i on s  and the con s e n s u s  reache d  b y  the 

parti e s  to re s o lve ari s i ng i s s ue s , i ncluding the ne e d  f o r  

s uppl ementary ope rat i o n s  o f  the courts i n  areas that were 

previou s l y  not ade quate l y  covere d . It i s  now imperative to 

carry f o rward the s imu ltaneou s i s s uance of identity cards and 

vot e r  r e g i s trat i o n  in an e qua l l y  cre d i b l e  and tran s parent 

manne r .  Any a r i s ing i s s ue s , i ncluding the po s s ib i l ity o f  

adj u stments i n  the e l ectoral timetab l e , s hou l d  b e  addre s s e d  i n  

acco rdance w ith the law govern ing the e l ectoral time frame and 

in the same s p ir i t  of  con s e n s u s  t hat has b e e n  the hal lmark o f  

the s ucce s s fu l  imp l ementation of  the Ouagadougou Agre ement s o  

far . 

6 2 . The  ce rt i f i cat i o n  mandat e o f  my S p ecial Rep r e s e ntat ive 

w i l l  b e  crucial in e n s u r i n g  the cre d i b i l ity of  the e l ect o ra l  

proce s s . I n  exerc i s ing  that mandat e ,  m y  Special Rep r e s entative 

w i l l  not b e  focu s ing on f i nding fau lt with the proce s s , but 

w i l l  pursue a con structive approach aime d at anticipat i n g  

prob l ems a n d  h e l p i ng t h e  parti e s  and t h e  e l ectoral authorit i e s  

to e f fective l y  addre s s  them i n  a manner that pre s e rve s the 

credib i l ity of the e l ection s . In th i s  re gard , he  wi l l  continue 

to wo r k  clos e l y  with the Faci l itator and con s u lt with al l 
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nat i ona l and i n t e rnat i ona l s t a keho lde r s . At t h e  s ame t ime , 

UNOC I wi l l , w i t h i n  i t s  ava i l a b l e  r e s ource s , s upp o r t  the 

e l ect o r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  in addre s s ing t h e  formidab l e  l o g i s t ica l 

and t echn ica l ch a l l e nge s th e y  cont inu e  t o  encount e r . I t  w i l l  

a l s o  b e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  involve a s  ma n y  e l ect ora l obs ervers a s  

p o s s ib l e , e speci a l l y  f r om re g i ona l organ i z a t i o n s  s uch a s  the 

Econ?.mic C ommun i t y  of We s t  African S t a t e s , the African U n i on , 
r.·t' \ . . .. .  , � · ·  . ... �:. l;· ' ;\ ) :/'-,1 �;:-.r ( ,._:., ·.· c:�··\ (.',_(:_;;;._ d .. P.. . • .. 'ira Francophon i e , t h e  E u r opean Uni on , a s  we l l  a s  va r i o u s  non-

governme nt a l  organ i z a t i o n s  and ind i v i du a l  countri e s  t o  enhance 

the credib i l i t y  and tran s p a r e nce of t h e  e l ect o r a l  proce s s . 

6 3 . 

6 4 . The  g a i n s  made t o  dat e in t h e  imp l eme nt a t i on o f  the  

Ouagadougou Agre ement were po s s i b l e  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  s u s t a i n e d  

commi tme nt o f  t h e  Ivor i a n  part i e s  t o  the  Agre ement a n d  the  

s p ir i t  of  d i a l ogue  and con s en s u s  enge ndered b y  t h a t  Agre ement. 

The Faci l i t a t or o f  t h e  I vo r i a n  p e ace proce s s , Pre s i dent 

Comp a o re ,  has rema ined a n  i n t r e p i d  me d i a t o r  and indi s p e n s ab l e  

p i l l ar 1 n  t h e  p e ace proce s s . C o t e  d' Ivoi re' s i n t erna t i on a l  

partne r s , i ncluding t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i on s , have e f f ect i ve l y  

accomp a n i e d  t h e  proce s s , mon i t oring i t  cl o s e l y  and pro v i d i n g  

i nva luab l e  f i nanci a l , t echn ica l and l o g i s t ica l a s s i s t a nce , a s  

we l l  a s  cruci a l  capaci t y  bu i l d ing s upp o r t  for t h e  i n s t i tu t i on s  

charged w i t h  the  imp l ement at i on o f  t h e  var i o u s  k e y  t a s ks s e t  

o u t  i n  t h e  Ouagadougou Agre ement. As the count r y  move s to t h e  

next cri t ica l s t ag e  o f  the  pe ace proce s s , t h e  pre s i dent i a l  

e l ect i on ,  i t  i s  e s s e nt i a l  t o  pre s e rve a n d  ful l y  expl o i t  the 

e f fect ive partner s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  I vori an part i e s , t h e  

Faci l i t a t or a n d  t h e  int ernat i o n a l  s t a keholders . 

6 5 . Al t hough Cot e d' I vo ire h a s  s ucce s s fully traver s e d  the 

l onger part of the treacherou s t e r r a i n  on the journ e y  to the 

crlt'o-±tU-- e l ect i on s , t h e  rema ining s h o rt di s t ance i s  s t i l l  

fraught w i t h  f ormi dab l e  cha l l enge s . Many o f  t h e  uncomp l e t e d  
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t a s ks cou l d  po s e  s e r i ou s  r i s k s  t o  the e l e ct i ons , and i nde e d  

the  ent i r e  p e a c e  proce s s  a s  we l l  a s  the l ong- t e rm s t ab i l i t y  o f  

C o t e  d '  I vo i re , i f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  c a r e ful l y  manage d . Wh i l e  the  

cant o nme nt o f  forme r combat ant s i s  ma king p r o g re s s , the  

e f f o r t s t o  co l l e ct t he i r  weapons and p l a c e  them in s e cure 

s t o r a g e , as  required by the Ouagadougou t h i rd s uppl ement a r y  

a g r e ement , h a s  so  far  y i e l de d  di s appo i nt i ng r e s u l t s . I n  

a ddi t i on ,  t he i s sue o f  payment o f  a l l owance s t o  b o t h  the  

cantoned Fo rce s nouve l l e s  e x - c omba t ant s and p e r s onne l of  the 

nat i on a l  De fence  and S e c u r i t y  Fo rce s cou l d  b e c ome a s ou r ce of  

d i s t u rbanc e s t h a t  might unde rmine t he s e cure  env i ronme nt f o r  

t h e  e l e ct i on s . The s t a l l e d  pro c e s s  o f  di smant l i n g  and 

d i s a rming t he mi l i t i a s  i n  the we s t , a s  we l l  as the cont inued 

exi s t ence of  youth group s  t h a t  have a t e nden c y  to r e s o r t  to  

p o l i t i c a l l y  mot ivat e d  vi o l en c e , a l s o����-=- - -
�-��-��

-
�o r

_ 
a

_ 
s e���� - -

c l i mate  for  the e l e c t ions :�I
· 

a� a l s o  p art i cu l a r l y  

conce rned about t h e  l a c k  o f  genuine  progre s s  i n  the  

redep l o ymen t  o f  State  autho r i t y  ln the  N o r t h , e s p e c i a l l y  with 

regard t o  the  cent ra l i z a t i o n  o f  the t r e a s u r y . T h i s · h a s  

prevented t h e  ful l reun i f i c a t ion o f  t h e  count r y  a n d  t h e  

comp l e t e  r e s t o ra t i o n  o f  S t a t e  autho r i t y  thr oughout the  

terri  t o ry of  C o t e  d '  I vo i r e  f o l l owing the l i f t ing of  t h e  z one 

o f  c o n f i de n c e . I urge the  p a r t i e s  and t h e  Fac i l i t a t o r , w i t h  

t h e  s upp o r t  o f  i n t e rna t i o n a l  partne r s , t o  p e r s eve r e  i n  

addre s s i ng t he s e  cru c i a l  i s s ue s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h r o u g h  a g r e ement 

on a r rangement s for  reun i fying  the a rme d and s e cu r i t y  f o r c e s 

and t h e  imp l eme nt at i o n  o f  an e f fect ive r e i nt e g ra t i on p r o g ramme 

for  e x - c omba t ant s ,  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  c i v i c  s e rv i c e  p r o g ramme . 

6 6 . As o t h e r  examp l e s  a r ound the w o r l d  have s h own , i f  not 

mana g e d  prope r l y  and t r ansparent l y ,  e l e ct i ons , wh i c h  a r e  

int ended t o  con s o l i da t e  p e a c e  a n d  demo c r a c y , cou l d  b e c ome a 

s o u r c e  o f  i n s t ab i l i t y . I n  a ddi t i on t o  t a king me a s u r e s  t o  
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mi t i g a t e  t h e  r i s ks r e f e r r e d  t o  above i n  the p e r i o d  l e a d i n g  t o  

the  e l e ct i on s , i t  wi l l  a l s o  be import ant t o  c a r e fu l l y  manage 

t h e  de l i c a t e  p e r i o d  imme di a t e l y  f o l l owing t h e  e l e ct i o n s . I n  

t h i s r e ga rd ,  I would l i ke t o  encourage  t h e  I vo r i a n  l e a de r s  t o  

ma i nt a i n  a commi tment t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  mut ua l a c c ommoda t i on 

and r e c onc i l i a t i on . The  s u c c e s s e s  a c h i eved s o  f a r  i n  ma n a g i ng 

the ob s t a c l e s  that  have eme r ged i n  the imp l ement a t i on o f  the 

Ouagadougou Ag r e ement p r ovi de a ba s i s  f o r  t ru s t  i n  the 

capab i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  I v o r i a n  p a r t i e s  t o  r i s e  above nar row p a r t y  

int e r e s t s  a nd p u t  nat i on a l  int e r e s t s  f i r s t , i n  s u rmo unt ing a n y  

p o t e n t i a l l y  de s t abi l i z i ng i s s u e s  th a t  might a r i s e  i n  the wa ke 

of the e l e c t i on . 

6 7 . I n  c o n c l u s i on ,  I wou l d  l i ke t o  - t h a n k my S p e c i a l  

Rep r e s e n t a t ive f o r  C o t e  d ' I vo i r e , Y J  Choi , a n d  a l l  UNOC I 

mi l i t a r y ,  p o l i c e  and c i v i l i a n  p e r s onne l for  t h e i r  cont i nu e d  

commi tment t o  s upp o r t i ng t h e  p e a c e  proc e s s . I a m  a l s o  g r a t e fu l  

t o  the  Fa c i l i t a t o r  o f  the  I vo r i an p e a c e  p r o c e s s ,  P re s i dent 

B l a i s e  Comp a o rfi 
. 
.' and h i s Spe c i a l  Rep r e s en t a t i ve in C o t e  

d '  I v o i r e , f o r  t h e i r  t i r e l e s s  fa c i l i t a t i on e f fo r t s . F i na l l y ,  I 

thank a l l  t roop- and p o l i c e - cont r ibut ing count r i e s , the  

E conomi c C ommun i t y  of  We s t  A f r i can S t a t e s ,  the  A f r i c a n  U n i on , 

the  Uni t e d  N a t i on s  a g e n c i e s , funds and p r o g r amme s ,  

human i t a r i a n  o r gani z a t i on s  and mu l t i l at e r a l  and b i l a t e r a l  

dono r s , a s  we l l  a s  i n t e rnat i o n a l  and l o c a l  non- gove rnme nt a l  

o r g a n i z a t i on s , f o r  t he i r  imp o r t ant contr ibut i on s  t o  t h e  

e f fo r t s t o  r e s t o r e  l a s t ing p e a c e  a n d  s t ab i l i t y  i n  C o t e  

d ' I v o i r e . 
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