
_PLEASE RETAIN 
ORIGINAL ORDER 

UN .ARCHIVES 
SERIES J13 S-
BOX ~ 
FILE l, 
ACC. PA6-4-li.o.,i.3.2.. 



CRET. 

U J CTs 

0 

" 

CJT/k 

••• 

Team 05 . 

rict 1r ctr, 

24th Oct ber 1946. 

trict Off ce #3, 

tr ct Thi 
• s 1s for 

heth the D. P.•s co 
ich oa e it h uld b 

1. 1 bande : • 

x le itar 
w D #7 3 

36 ed 
~ r p re 

a 11 1 a 35) 
EGGEND ructed 1n all the 

f Dan ship h 
Haj by 

iah , 
ld Y• 

ea 1 
rill s-

• oste the 
, mitt and 

und1sc1pl • ' (970t 

C. J . AYLOR • 
Deputy Zo Direct r 



Third Army 
6861 - 8 
Ex: 349 

4 October# 1946 

1 

SUBJECT: Cable from Jewish Committee, D ggendorf. 

TO : T D1■ tr1ct n1rector, 
UNRRA District o. 3., 
REGENSBURG• 

Attenti n: Field O~rat1ons. 

le Attached fr your information and ap~r pr1at 

act1 n ie a copy of a cab 1 e r ce1ved fr m Field Operations 

Central Headquarter • 

. FO THE ZONE DIPECTOR: 

R •• cor INS, 
Chief f Field Operations. 

BW/V 0 



UNRRA 
CENTRAL HEADQUARTERS FOR GERMANY 
APO 757 OR BAOR 

25 September 1946. 

To: UNRRA HQ - US ZONE 
(Attn: A/Director - Field Operations) 

Subject: Cable from Je, ish Comm:yttee, Deggendorf. 

Attached is a copy of a cable received at this headquarters. 

It is forwarded for your informa tion and appropriate action. 

e regret the delay in transmission. · 

Att: 1. 

(] ! .~ 
. Carl H. Martini 

Department of Field Operations. 



INCOMING GABIE 

Time received: 1200 hours 
13 September 

From~ DEGGENDORF 

Action of: UNRRA CHQ AROT,SEN 

Text: 

COMMITTEE OF CAMP Dal:GGENDORF MIETRACiiING NATTERNBERG 

MAINKOFEN HARBORING 1800 INMATES !EARNING POSSIBI!,ITY 

CHANGE OF DIRECTOR AND SUPPI,Y OFFICER TEAM 5.5 WOULD 

REGRET I,()SS OF PERSONS ACTUAT.r.Y IN OF.ARGE IMMEDIA TEI.Y 

KNOWING OUR NEEDS WHI!,E FACING GRAVE PROBIEMS OF 

APPROACHING WIN'IER. 
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UN ITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 
DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS 

TEL. NOS. 

REGENSBURG 2228 
2485 
2738 

TO 

~ROM . 
• 

REGENSBURG 
No. 10, Martin Luther Strasse 

Mr. C. J. Taylor, 
cting Deputy Zone Director, 

UlffiRA U.S. Zone HeMquarters, 
Po.sing, Munich • 

.l .c .Dunn, 

14th May, 19ft6. 

Director UfRRA District 3, Regensburg . 

SUBJECT : Report of Mr. Hans Lamm - Jewish D .P . Camp 
Deggendorf . Your Letter of 12th 1 pril , 194-6 . 

NIEDERBAY./ OPF. 

Following receipt of your letter and copy of extract 
from report of Mr. Hans Lamm to American Jewish Conference , 
New York, we requested an explanation from Mr . • V . Bu ckh,.ntz 
director of U RR.A Team 55, Deggendorf. ccording to Mr . 
Buckha.ntz, he first met 1,;r. Lsmm in I1~unich . Later ?11r.L mm 
c me to Deggendorf where he spent about 24 hours inspecting 
the camp and talking with the Jewish Committee . He ma.de 
no compl ints to the Director about conditions, but Mr . Buckh ntz 
talked freely to lr. L mm about difficulties of supplies, hoping 
that some help might be secured through Mr . Lam.m's efforts. 

1,ith reference to the specific complaints listed in 
Hr . Lamm's report, we wish to point out that none of them can 
be considered very serio sir th9 light of the conditions 
under ·Nhi ch iie oper te. 

1. Gasoline is furnished to the Camp Committee -~or 
nece ss ry transport tion into town . fo-one h::i.s ever been 
denied ambulance tr nsportation that needed it. 

2. The quality of clothing and shoes received recently 
has been universally poor . 11 te.::ims ?nd centres have been 
faced with the same problem of h ving m~ny bales of clothing 
to sort in order to salvage the usable material. Much of 
this h s apparently come from clothing drives in the United 
States and we agree tha.t shipping most of it w s waste of 
space. However, no-one has suffered from 1 .ck of adequ te 
clothing . 

3. AJDC cannot be considered responsible for mailing 
facilities, but they tried to offer a service. Mail f c­
ilities have been universally slow, but irr.provement should 
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- 2 -
. 14th May , 194-6. 

Report of Mr . Hans L mm - Je~ish DP C p Deggendorf. 

be expected with the opening of international m 11 service to 
Germany. 

4. rrangements ere made through UNRRA Team 55 to have 
photographs taken for exit visas , nd no-one who w ,s called for 
immigration filed to receive this service . Later, photogr phs 
were m e t the emigration st ging rea . 

5. The Committee's compl int against Mil it ry Government 
for refusing the granting of exit permits is not entirely clear 

s to mea..ning , and the director has never reported any such 
difficulties to us . It is our understanding that Mil it ry 
Government has no authority to grant travel p sses outside the 
u .s.zone. 

6 . ·· ith reference to dental treatment , it is our 
impression that this centre has managed to do more th many 
others in providing needed dental tre tment . Through private 
rr ngements this team secured m terials which were impossible 

to obtain in any other manner. Possibly not every item for 
dental care was furnished, but there has been no neglect within 
the realm of possibility. 

7. .e would be very interested to know what the American 
Jewish Conference c n do to assist averse s organiz tions in 
meeting requests which re not b sic needs , but which re under­
standable . Further, we would like to suggest that perh ps 
persons in Mr . Lamm' s position who visit v rious centres , could 
contribute toward the understanding and confidence in erg -
izations like UNRRA and JDC, Who are very definitely concerned 
with the well-being of the camp residents , but who ref ced 
with certain practical difficulities and shortages of supply . 

DMJ/11EL. 
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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 
DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS 

TEL. NOS. 
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REGENSBURG 
No. 10, Martin Luther Strasse 

DirectoP, 
qu 1•t s , 

D t . · ct 3, 

NIEDERBAY./ OPF. 

14th • 194 • 

• 



- 2 -

p nin ot t m l 

• 

fi • 

r C t 

,nt 
cl r 

h 

n 





l t ~ T 









. ' 

J 

• 



I < I 
- l ' • 





..) .,, 
cow. 
Extract from Report of Mr. Hana La on 1ct1v1t1es rch 
18-2 , 1946, to Amer1cen Jewish Conterence, w York. 

• • • • • 
"4. On W dneadayJ the 20th and Thursday the 21st of arch, 
I visited the Jewish D·-Camp at D ggendort. You know th tit 1a 
the only UHRRA p 1'1 lob a 11!1abl number of former Germ 
and uatr1an Jew hav be eoll ted. 

Todll'J, there are at Deg endorf abou.t .700 J••• liberated .from 
Th•~••1enatad,, an:'.l about 500 recent Eastern ropean infiltr•••• 
I had conver at ion in D ggen orr wit the UIRR 1' flii Dir ctor, 
~r. 1111am v. Buckantz, th JDC worker, Mia sonj Seidlin, 
with a var1 t of Camp res1d&nt and above all the Camp Committee 
and 1ta chairman, Mr. Lou1a LoWJ• The C p 1a located in large 
form r G•rman barr cka. Th re are 3-4 persons in a room; thou h 
there are till a number of l rge halla vi th far, more re !dents. 
In g neral, the camp rs are w 11 sat11tied with the a.mount and 
quality of food though the prov iling complaints against the 

onotony of diet• re not ab ent. Th C p 1nta1na _1n 
addition to a neral kit.chen, spec1 l ones tor the aged who are 
cone ntrated in a parat •·nom ", tor infants, for c 1ldren, 
for p t1ents and those who eat only kosher food. The young 
people' Kibbutz of 98, loc te,i bou a1x mile• from the Camp, 
also h own kitchen f~c111t1ea. Of the 900 p ople in the Camp 
who are able. to work, 460' actuallY. ap:te eng ged in aom 

· act1v ty from which the community protita. '!'be moral of the 
p ople 1apr s ed me s urpriaingly ood though there w s much 
anxiety as to the future nd t.o the posa1bilit7 of an emigration 
in 1946. 

The Camp population 1 sl!6htly oldGr tan 1n most ot er 
installation and about 50, of them plan emtgrat1on. to Palestine, 
ca 360 that to the U.S.A.- · nd since many of them ••re born 
in Germany th y will beneti t from t~• l arg• German c; uota - . and 
the rat to England and oth r parts of the amp1r • 

In the conf rence with th Camp Comm! ttee, group or peo le 
that impressed m by th 1r balanc d Jud ent, ra1rneaa and 
moder teness, var1ou me b rs raised the following points. 
(I a not yet in a position to evaluate each or the compl int• 
or obaervations but hall d1acuas them with tTNRRA and AJOO. 
Since this report reanhed you throu h UNRRA, 1t my be that 
UNRRA he to add aom o~m enta. 

a) M 1n complaints agaln"t UN A was that the '!'earn r eruae 
o grant to the Committee and th Camp re1id~nt1 a 



.2. 

reaaon ble amount of a oli~e and tr naportation tac111t1ea. 
It wae pointed out that aged and sick p ople who eI!11g~ated were 
not given sorely nee d car Qr ulanoe transportation to Munich 
or Frankfurt. Of course I drew their att nt1on to th general 
g sol1ne shorts• i th ••• 

b) Clothing and ahoea received through UNRR waa described aa 
utterly worthl••• and a flagrant 1nault to tb dignity of th 
Cam r s1 en • I had aubaequentlJ an opportunity of 1n p ot1n 
large qu t1t1 s of m n' and an n' olo ing n a I 
mu t oon as th t I was a hamed to • that er1can ould have 
not b en willing to ve ~r gen rousl7J I dare aa7 th t rhap 
90~ of the material eould not be put to an us at a 1 d should 
not h vet ken preo1ou ship ing epao • 

o) Tbe m 111n tao111t1 • offer d y tlle Joint wer s 
utterly 1n uate, unr liable and slow. It wa the 
only solutio woul b an in 1v1du PO to egret t d t oh 
individual DP C p d not to on centr l organ1z t1on. Both 
letter and parcel •• m to reach the DPs onl7 ·sto» 1c 11 • 

d) o arrang ment could e mad to hav the p oto ph ta en t t 
t1e Pe eed r r their ex1, vi•••• Both UNRRA, AJDC ad G h v up 

. ~ now failed to furn sh ne ta 111t1 1 an • 1pm 

•> e Committee aharact rized 111 i 1 th &.b 1t d 
Military o nt th wou the granting of x1 
wh neve~ re r~it wo q it 1s the 
anyone who • for a Sw1. t w le w tt1n 
hi perm ent r t1on vi a untry. 

or 
permit• 

case tor, 
or 

t) itt e, wh l ap reoi ti g th hoap1t 1 
are 1 ven there ar exoell nt,r grette th.at 11 at t•.mpll 

to obt 1n the metal needed ford n al fixture have been futil• • 
Having been without dental care tor a1x 7eara, pr otio 117 all 

s n ed d nta treat ent badly~ a , r a wit th ssi1tanoe 
or O , sho ld be urged to give its f\111 rd urgent attention to 
th1 probl • s• Both men md wanen have not been provided yet w h adequate 
amount of deoent clothing: 1u1t, dreaaee and part1cularl7 under­
we r. P~rt1cul ly to lad ft com lain d at or y r thy h ve 
be n unable to refurnish th ir tocks of underoloth , stookingt, 
etc. d th ir emand or a1 em to b b1ghl7 j ls t1 ie • 

h) I 1 qu1r whl.c food at rs ad y n e d moat 
urgently requested for overse spare ls. I & told that _paokagea 
woul be mot elcome th t contain· weete of 11 kind (un1a t d), 
fats, herrings (not s rd1nes), tomato aucea and k tch*p', dried 
op1ons and me ts ( aua g 1). 



1) Degg ndorf' Df Camp had unusuallJ tin• acbool tac1l1t101 
with good hi gh aohool . t pre ■ent , the Committee 1■ 
searching tor sources to pay the sala17 tor four German high 
school teachers. I t1--u t ht, when thi s n d 1 b~ought to 
the ttentlon of the ucat1onal Department of th• Joint, a 
solut1o 1 er un • 

ner -, t her re entment that the 
1zat1onB, 11k and AJ , •~ppo■edl7 co~oern d 

e w 11 being of th• Camp residents, seem ~o lack a real 
feeling o cy t n a th 1r r ble and 

t f d sh e en Sub~ e 1veraal 
k o c c iz t s 1 n~."· 

• • • • • • • • • 
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12th April 194 • 

SUBJECT: 
r. H. amm • Jew sh P P, eggen rt. 

TO : District Director , #3« 

1. forw r -1n h wit extract from Repor~ 
s b tt • ns Lemm of th Am r1oan Jewish Conference, 
in rela t vi it to g ndorf a~ tb e of March. 

d , pe o houlq fo lo 
o be submi,ted 

r Zo ire tor • 

• J. TAYT 
Chi f, 1 

, 



Copy. 

Extract from Report of Mr. Hans Lamm. on iet1vlt1es March 
18-26, 1946, to American. Jewish Conference, New York. 

arch 26, 1946. 

"• On ednesday, the 20th and Thursday the 21st of re, 
I via1 ted the Jewish DP-Oamp t Deggendorf'. You know that 1 t ·1• 
the only UNRRA camp in v.h ich a iza.bl e number of former German 

1d Auatr an Jews h ve been collected. 
. . 

Tody, there re at Deg 0 endorf b t 100 Jews liberated from 
Theresienet adt, am bout 500 rece~t Eastern European 1nf1ltree1. 
I ha c nvers tions in Degg ndorf wl h the UNRR earn Direc tor, 
}r. illia~ v. Buckantz, the JDC work r, is ~onja S idlin, 
wi ha v riety of Camp residents and above all the C p Corunittee 
and its ch irman, Mr. ouis Lowy. The Camp la locat din large 
former G.rman barracks. There are 3-4 persona in a room, though 
there are till a number of 1 rge hall ■ a th far mora r sidenta. 
In general, the campers are we 1 satisf1 d with the amount . and 

uality of food though the prev iling compl ints against the 
monotony of diet were not absent. he Ce.mp maintains 1n 
addition to a general kitchen, special onea for the ged who' are 
concentrated in a aeparat nHome", tor infants, for children, 
for patients and those who eat only kosh r food. The young 
people's Kibbutz of 98, located abou, six miles from the Camp, 
also hae own kitch n facilities. Of the 900 people in the Camp 
who are . able to work, 450 actually~• engaged in some 
activity from which the community profits. The morale of the 
people iapressed me a surprisingly good though there was much 
anxiety a to the future and t.o the possibility of an em1 ration 
in 19 6, 

The Camp population ia al!~htly older than in most other 
installations and about 6~ of them plan emigration to Palestine, 
c 350 th t to t.he U .s. A. - and since many of them were born 
in Germany th y will benef 1 t from the 1 arge German quota .. and 
the rest to Etgland and other .parts of the bpire. 

In the c~nference with the Ceµnp Committee, a group of people 
that i pressed ne by· their balanc d judgment, fairness and 
modor~teness, various membere raised the following points. 
(I a~ n~t ·ye t in a position to valuate each of the cOlnplaints 
or obs rvations but sh 11 discuss them with UNRRA and AJDC. 
Since this report reached you through UNRRA, it may be that 
UNRRA wi hes to add. some comments. 

} .Min complaints against UNRRA w&8 that 
to grant to the Committe and the Camp 

I 

the TeaJ r efuse1 
re~tiden~a a 

! 
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reasonable amount of gasoline and tranaportation facilities. 
It was pointed ~ut that aged and sick peopl who emigrated were 
not given sorely need d car or ambalanoe transportation to Munich 
or Frankfurt. Of course I drew their attention to the gener 1 
g sol n snor t a • in the ar a. 

b) Qlothin and sh es received through UNRRA was . describ d s 
utterl worthless and a flagrant in ult to the di n1ty of th 
Camp eident • . I had subsequent y an opportunity of inspecting 
l rg q antiti s of men's and wo:nen•s olo hin nd sh es and I 
must confess tnat I was a~hamed to see th t Americans should have 
not been willing to gi e more enerotsl; I dare a y that perhaps 
90 of them terial could not be put to any use at· 11 d should 
not h v ,t ke prec1ou ship n~ space . · 

o) The mailing f oiliti a offered -by th Joint wer described as 
utterly inadequate, unreliable an slo. as felt that the 
on y olution would be an individu l APO to be granted to eaoh 
individu 1 DP Camp d not~ to on central organ1zat1on . Both 
lettere d parcels seem to reach the DPs only epor d1:cally. 

d) No Prr~ngements eoul be made to have the photographe teken that 
the DPs n ed or their exit vlaas. oth UNRRA, AJDC end M have up 
to n filed to furnish the needed tao111ties and equ1pm nt. 

e) The Committee characteriz d as unint.ellig~ble the ut1tude or 
Military Gove.rnment that would refuse the granting of exit permits 
when ver re-entry permits would be requested a it is the case tor 
anyone who applie e for a Sw1s transit visa while we.1 ting for 
his permanent emigration visa to an overseas country. 

f) The Committ e, while appreciating that the hospital fac111t1ea 
and th care i ven there ar excellent,regr tted th t 11 at temPB 
t6 obtain the metals n ed d for dental fixture have been futile. 
Having been without dental care for a1x years, practically all 
DPs need d ental treatment badly. tJBRRA, perhaps w1th the assistance 
of OSE, should be urged to give its full an:i urgent attention to 
th1 s problom • , 

g·► Both men and an~n have not b•en provided yet with an adequate 
amount of decent clothing: suit~, dresses nd particularly under­
weAr. Particularly the ladies complained that for yesrs they hav 
been unable to refurnish the1r tocks of undercloth , stockingt, 
etc. and th ir demand for aid seemed to be highly jlet1f ed. 

h) I inquired which food tuffs were most badly ne ded and mo t 
urgently requested for overseas parcel. I wa• told that pac~ es 
would be most welcome that contain sweets of all kinds (unsalted), 
fats, herrings (not sardines), tomato sauces and ketcb*p, dried 
opion and meats {s ausages}. ' 



• 

1) D ggendort 1 s D Camp had unusuall7 fine chool fac111t1ea 
with a good high aohool. At pre ent, the Com.mitt e is 
aoarchin~ for sourc s to pay the sal ry for four German high 
school te,chera. I trust th t, when • th1s ne dis brought to 
the attention of th Educational Department of the Jo1nt, a 
solution lll be found. 

er 1,· t e 1stere the 
z t1ons, d A 7 concerned 
the well bei Camp residents seem to l ck real 

ng of •tr ency ~n no ca reasonable and 
ju tified re ue ts hee • u tl, un versal 
lo of co f~d ce on o er ' nizatione is pre il n .• 
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UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ADMINISTRATION 

UNITED STATES ZONE HEADQUARTERS 

PASING • MUNICH 

APO 757 

2 February 1946. 

SUBJECT: Team 55 
TO : Director of Field Operations 

Deggendorf Center for Jewish DPs administered by UNBP..A 
T-55 has always been a particular credit to the DP operation. 
Recently, since its former Director and other staff left, we 
have had reports from informed and reliable sources that the 
situation has considerably deteriorated. 

One factor aggravating the situation appears to be the 
Principal Welfare officer, Miss Powers. On the recommendation 
of the former Director, this Division has recommended her 
transfer since last Fall. At present it is being blocked by 
the Field Supervisor who apparently feels, and probably 
correctly, that Miss Powers is administratively the strongest 
person on the team. It is also being held up by the problem 
of where to reassign miss Powers and who should replace her. 

/ Miss Powers is ambitious, energetic, capable, a strong 
administrator who has worked hard and contributed much to the 
organization of the program and to the improvement of physical 
facilities. She is also adept at the administrative routines 
involved in tracing and emmigration. In her first assignment 
with UNRR:A she seems to have made a successful record in a 
center responsible for some 20.000 DPs. 

However, she is not Jewish, she speaks only English, and 
it is reported that her manner toward the individual DP is <!(),L 
~ and autocratic, that she has no rapport with - is even 
disliked by them. In addition, her relations with the team 
members are strained to a point affecting the morale of the team. 

/'r have visited Deggendorf; on a variety of occasions I 
have di scussed the situation with past and present members of 
the team, with representatives of outside investigating -
reporting agencies, with the former District Director and with 
the present District Relief Services officer. In my opinion the 
situe.tion warrants prompt action by your office, since Relief 
Services, limited to consultant activityJ has not been able to 
effect it. 

I recommend that Miss Powers be transferred to some very 
large center of non-Jewish DP's as Principal Welfare or preferably, 
as Deputy Director. 

As her replacemant you may wish to consider someone like 
Mrs. Andree Dembitzer, now at Funk infiltree Kaserne in Munich 



SUBJECT: Team 55 
TO : Director of Field Operations 

who has indicated that her work there is stabilized to the 
point where she could take on new responsibilities. 

Will you let me know what action oan be taken. 

Carnzu Clark 
Relief Services Division 

CC ls 


