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A discussed, I am pleased to forward herewith a note on the "Role of the
Secretary-General" which suggests his engagements in various events related to the
sixtieth session of the Commission in Shanghai, on 26 April 2004.

I should be grateful for an early confirmation of the Secretary-General's
availability for these events.
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Role of the Secretary-General for the following events on Monday, 26 April 2004

Meeting with the Executive Secretaries of Regional Commissions ( 0800-0830 hours)

Opening of the Ministerial Segment (0900-0945 hours)

• Opening Statements by Executive Secretary of UNESCAP, Secretary-General of the
United Nations, Host Government.

High-Level Visionary Panel Meeting for Asia-Pacific 2020 (1000-1230 hours)

• The focus of the Panel Meeting will be to identify the key challenges facing Asia-
Pacific towards the year 2020 and identify measures, particularly through regional
cooperation, to meet those challenges.

• The role of the Secretary-General would be to share his views on global challenges
that would have a far reaching impact on Asia-Pacific towards the year 2020 and to
elaborate how multilateralism and collective action can address those challenges.

• Aside from the Secretary-General, the Panel will comprise the following former Heads
of State/Government from the Asian and Pacific region:

o HE Mr Kim Dae-Jung, former President of the Republic of Korea
o HE Mr Anand Panyarachun, former Prime Minister of Thailand
o HE Mr Fidel Ramos, former President of the Philippines
o HE Mr I.K. Gujral, former Prime Minister of India
o HE Sir Peter Kenilorea, former Prime Minister of the Solomon Islands
o HE Mr Farooq Leghari, Former President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

• China, as host Government, will be represented by HE Mr Qian Qichen, former Vice
Prime Minister of China.

• Mr Kim Hak-Su, Executive Secretary, would participate as Moderator to promote
interaction between the panelists and the audience (ministers and other delegates
attending the 60th ESCAP session).

Special Briefing on the work of the Secretary-General's High Level Panel on Threats,
Challenges and Change (1700-1800 hours)

Based on advice from the UN Secretariat for the High Level Panel and in consultation
with the Government of China, ESCAP has scheduled a special briefing for delegates
attending the 60th session on the work of the Secretary-General's High Level Panel on
Threats, Challenges and Change. We would like to invite the Secretary-General to be present



at this briefing along with three Asian members of the High Level Panel, namely Mr Anand
Panyarachun, Mr Qian Qichen and Mr Satish Nambiar, who have all confirmed their
availability. The Secretary-General and the Chair and members of the Panel would brief and
seek the views of the delegates of the ESCAP session as an input into the work of the Panel.
Since the delegates attending the ESCAP session will comprise Ministers of Foreign Affairs
as well as Ministers with economic and social portfolios from Asia and the Pacific, it is felt
that the special briefing will provide a useful opportunity to promote wider understanding of
the Panel and its work to the key leaders and ministers of the Asian and Pacific region.

Signing Ceremony - Intergovernmental Agreement on Asian Highway Network
(1800-1830 hours)

It is expected that the Agreement, when it comes into force, will play a catalytic role
in the coordinated development of the international highways in the Asian and Pacific region,
as well as between Asia, Europe and West Asia. The adoption of the Agreement on the Asian
Highways Network in many ways is the equivalent of the adoption of the European
Agreement on Main International Traffic Arteries (AGR) in 1975. Today there is unequivocal
evidence of the enormous tangible and intangible contribution that the AGR has made
towards the creation of modern Europe. Similarly, the adoption of the Asian Highway
Agreement can be expected to have substantial positive impacts on the region as it advances
towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals.

Specific role of the SG at the Ceremony when the requisite number of eight definitive
signatures may be achieved for the Agreement to come into force within 90 days:

Opening comments by the SG with respect to:

Asian Highway Agreement is the first of its kind developed under ESCAP

Agreement reflects the special needs and priorities of Asian countries

In this period of globalization, the Agreement will translate the region's vision
of an eventually fully integrated international intermodal transport system
connecting all the countries of the region and thereby contribute towards the
achievement of Millennium Development Goals.

SG to also witness individual ministers signing (wide media coverage will be given)
and, if possible, group photo.

Reception by Foreign Minister of China (1830 hours)




