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Note to the Secretary-General

—PANEL OF GOVERNMENTAL EXPERTS ON VERIFICATION IN ALL 11 UASPECT

AUG2520G5

INCLUDING THE ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN THE FIELD OF
VERIFICATION

Summary

1. Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 59/60 of 16 December 2004, a panel of
governmental experts is to be established in 2006, to explore the question of verification in all its
aspects, including the role of the United Nations hi the field of verification. This note gives a
brief background on consideration of the issue of verification by the General Assembly and
makes practical suggestions for your review and approval on the composition of the panel, the
chairman, the dates and venue of the panel sessions, as well as outlines the direction that the
substantive work might take.

Background

2. At the 2003 First Committee session, Canada reiterated that verification of compliance with
disarmament agreements was a crucial topic that needed more in-depth discussion. At the 2004
session, Canada circulated its proposal requesting the Secretary-General, "with the assistance of
a panel of governmental experts to be established in 2006.. .to explore the question of
verification in all its aspects, including the role of the United Nations in the field of verification"
and to transmit the report to the Assembly for consideration at its sixty-first session.

3. There have been two previous reports of governmental experts on this issue, both chaired by
Canada: the first in 1991 was endorsed by the General Assembly, offering conclusions and
recommendations in six main areas related to the UN's role in verification; the second in 1995
was not endorsed by the General Assembly, specifically by those States who had originally
objected to the establishment of the group doubting the need for the study and putting into
question plans to study UNSCOM experience and other Security Council actions.

Dates and venue

4. The panel of governmental experts is scheduled to meet in 2006 for three one-week sessions:
30 January to 3 February 2006 in New York; in May/June and July/August, tentatively planned
for Geneva.

Composition

5. DDA, in informal consultation with Canada as the main sponsor of the resolution, would
suggest that the panel be composed of 15-20 governmental experts, based on the principle of
equitable geographic distribution, to assist in the preparation of the study. In order to have an
effective study, the P-5 must be engaged, and all have expressed their interest. In addition, the

L,been approached and expressed their interest, informally or formally,
ich has not yet replied. In case of a negative response, Jordan could be
sed composition of the panel is: Algeria, Argentina, Canada, China,DJ

p <^cejpt fjk Mg îa
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France, Germany, Japan, Mexico, Nigeria, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, South Africa,
Sri Lanka, Sweden, Ukraine, United Kingdom, and United States.

6. In addition to geographic diversity, DBA will request Governments to nominate technical
experts and give consideration to female experts.

Chairman

7. I would suggest that Canada be appointed to chair the panel, given that it is the main sponsor
of resolution 59/60 and the sponsor of all the previous resolutions on the subject over the years.
DDA will consult with Governments participating in the panel to ensure that they are agreeable
to this choice before confirming with Canada.

Focus of work

8. The panel of governmental experts will need to review the recommendations made by
previous studies, and draw lessons from recent verification experiences. It should also consider
improvements in existing verification mechanisms.

9. Canada has proposed that additional issues that are forming the cutting edge of verification
could be considered such as the use of satellite imagery, rapid developments in information
technology and the use of databases for verification purposes. The role of the United Nations in
this field will be given a specific focus in the study, taking into consideration, inter alia, the
experiences of UNSCOM and UNMOVIC, IAEA, OPCW and the Preparatory Commission for
the CTBTO.

10. The panel should also explore ways to address existing gaps in the international verification
system, such as in the fields of biological weapons and ballistic missiles. In this connection, it is
expected that the panel will address the proposals that have been made for a permanent
verification mechanism within the UN.

1 1 . It has also been suggested that the panel could address the feasibility of verifying compliance
with UN Security Council arms embargoes. *

Recommendations

12. 1 would be grateful for your approval of the above-mentioned recommendations for the
composition of the panel of governmental experts and the appointment of the chairman.

buyasu Abe
24 August 2005

[Drafted by N. Rogosaroff]



Note to Mr. Abe

Re: Panel of Governmental Experts on Verification

The Secretary-General has read your note dated 24 August 2005 and
approves your recommendations in paragraph 12.

Many thanks.

MichaekM011er
7 September 2005




