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His Excellency Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Executive Office of the Secretary-General, S-233 
New York, NY 10027 

Dear Mr. Secretary-General: 
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Please allow me to take the occasion of the 2016 J. Michael Adams Lecture and Conversation, 
which you have graciously established to honor our dear friend, to greet and congratulate you on 
behalf of Fairleigh Dickinson University. The theme chosen by Mr. Mark Harris for his speech, 
"Living in a Shrinking World- Sharing Our Future Together," is one which Michael would have 
vigorously approved, as he surely would have applauded UNAI's "Many Languages, One 
World" program, which Mark has championed. 

As I complete my first semester as Fairleigh Dickinson University's eighth president, we are 
launching a number of new initiatives, among them being the establishment of a new School of 
Public and Global Affairs. Over the past decade, Fairleigh Dickinson has awarded graduate 
degrees to close to 100 diplomats and officials of the United Nations, as well as to more than 
1,000 local, state and federal officials of the United States. Our vision is to unite advanced 
professional training for both local and global officials under the same institutional roof, 
ensuring that there is harmony between these two audiences. It is our view that local officials 
must learn to recognize the imperatives of the broader global context, while global public 
servants must learn to respect the complexity of diverse local communities. 

I would like to request a few minutes of your precious time to tell you more about plans for the 
school and, in particular, about the distinguished Advisory Board we will be creating to help 
shape its development. 
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