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Note verbale dated 19 April 19T9 from the Permanent Mission of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the United Nations

addressed to the Secretary-General

The Permanent Mission of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the
United Nations vould like to draw "t"-hp attention of the missions of States Members
of the United. Nations to an abnormal and inadmissible situatJ9n which is developing
as a result of the continuing presence in the United Nations of a person calling
himself "the representative of Democratic Kampuchea".

»̂ ,̂ ^̂ __̂ __̂ ^̂ _̂̂  ^ _̂ ^̂ ^

As is well known, more than three months ago the Kampuchean people, under the
leadership of the National United Front for the Salvation of Kampuchea did away
with the criminal regime of the Pol Pot-Ieng Sary puppet clique, which, at the
bidding of its foreign masters, has been pursuing a policy of mass extermination of
the country's population and aggressive assaults on neighbouring States. The
schemes of the Chinese leadership to carry out an experiment in Maoist
"transformation of society'' in Kampuchea and establish a beach-head in the south of
Asia for the further pursuit of its expansionist plans have met with defeat.

With the establishment of the People's Republic of Kampuchea, power in the
country has passed entirely into the hands of the People's Revolutionary Council.
The Kampuchean people have,, in the form of this Council, acquired a Government
which serves their interests and is directing the country's development along the
course of independence, democracy an-d, so-cial progress.

In the short lifetime of the new Government of Kampuchea,, local organs of
power have been established in every province of the country and are helping the
hundreds of thousands of people displaced by the Pol-Pot regime to return to their
places of origin. As a result of the Kampucheans' efforts., assisted by friendly
States, the consequences in Kampuchea of meddling by the Chinese l!advisers?' and
their puppets are being overcome, industry., trade, transport,, and the educational
and health care systems are reviving, there is a renaissance of culture, ana a new
life is becoming established.

* A/3^/50.
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It is quite obvious that the People's Revolutionary Council of the People's
Republic of Kampuchea is the sole legal Government of the Kampuchean people and it
alone can act on "behalf of Kampuchea and its people, As has repeatedly "been
stressed in official statements by the leaders of the People's Republic of
Kampuchea3 no one, other than persons appointed by the People's Revolutionary
Council and the Central Committee of the Rational United. Front for the Salvation of
Kampuchea3 has the right to represent the Kampuchean people in international
affairs, including the United Nations and its bodies.

The Soviet Union firmly supports the position of the Government of the
People's Republic of Kampuchea and strongly advocates the satisfaction of its just
demands as swiftly as possible.

The People's Republic of Kampuchea is officially recognized by many States
throughout the world. A number of Governments have announced their readiness to
maintain the relations they formerly had with this country with the new Government
of Kampuchea. Embassies from a number of countries have resumed their activities
in Phnom Penh.

The course of peace, friendship and non-alignment in foreign relations
announced by the People's Revolutionary Council and the new Kampuchea's
determination to make its active contribution to the development of good-neighbourly
relations and co-operation in South-East Asia and the strengthening of universal
peace are receiving an increasingly favourable response. Peace has come to reign
over the borders between Kampuchea and neighbouring States.

The fact that the so-called "reprpaent.a.t.i'w nf "np-mnnrat.i'c Kampuchea", who in
£act represents nobody,, is still active in the Urn'ted Nations cannot be described
other than as a gross violation of the sovereign rights of the Kampuchean people.

The presence in the United Nations of a person claiming to T-^ -KI-IP
Ty»pT-(=»j!f»n+.q.+.-rve of the criminal Pol Pot-Ieng Sary_ clique, which has been stigmatized
all over the world, is altogether intolerable and illegal., and damages the
authority and dignity of this international"Organization.

It is the duty of everyone who holds dear the lofty purposes and principles of
the United Nations to nip in the bud the intrigues of the enemies of the Kampuchean
people and put an end to the abnormal situation in the United Nations in which the
lawful right of the People's Republic of Kampuchea to take part in the work of this
Organization is being ignored.

The Permanent Mission of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the United
Nations requests that the text of this note should be circulated as an official
document of the General AssemblyD under items 3 and h6 of the preliminary list, and
of the Security Council.
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It is quite obvious that the People's Revolutionary Council of the People's
Republic of Kampuchea is the sole legal Government of the Kampuchean people and it
alone can act on behalf of Kampuchea and its people. As has repeatedly been
stressed in official statements by the leaders of the People's Republic of
Kampuchea;, no one, other than persons appointed by the People's Revolutionary
Council and the Central Committee of the national United Front for the Salvation of
Kampuchea, has the right to represent the Kampuchean people in international
affairs, including the United Nations and its bodies.

The Soviet Union firmly supports the position of the Government of the
People's Republic of Kampuchea and strongly advocates the satisfaction of its just
demands as swiftly as possible.

The People's Republic of Kampuchea is officially recognized by many States
throughout the world. A number of Governments have announced their readiness to
maintain the relations they formerly had with this country with the new Government
of Kampuchea. Embassies from a number of countries have resumed their activities
in Phnom Penh.

The course of peace, friendship and non-alignment in foreign relations
announced by the People's Revolutionary Council and the new Kampuchea's
determination to make its active contribution to the development of good-neighbourly
relations and co-operation in South-East Asia and the strengthening of universal
peace are receiving an increasingly favourable response. Peace has come to reign
over the borders between Kampuchea and neighbouring States.

The fact that the so-called "representative of Democratic Kampuchea", who in
fact represents nobody, is still active in the United Nations cannot be described
other than as a gross violation of the sovereign rights of the Kampuchean people.

The presence in the United Nations of a person claiming to be the
representative of the criminal Pol Pot-Ieng Sary clique, which has been stigmatized
all over the world, is altogether intolerable and illegal, and damages the
authority and dignity of this international Organization.

It is the duty of everyone who holds dear the lofty purposes and principles of
the United Nations to nip in the bud the intrigues of the enemies of the Kampuchean
people and put an end to the abnormal situation in the United Nations in which the
lawful right of the People's Republic of Kampuchea to take part in the work of this
Organization is being ignored.

The Permanent Mission of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the United
Nations requests that the text of this note should be circulated as an official
document of the General Assembly, under items 3 and \6 of the preliminary list, and
of the Security Council.
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LETTER DATED 2 MARCH 1979 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF
THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS TO THE UNITED NATIONS

ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

I have the honour to transmit to you the statement by the Soviet Government 5
dated 2 March 1979.

I request you to circulate this document as a document of the Security Council,

(Signed) 0. TROYAMOVSKY
Permanent Representative of the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
to the United Nations

79-05567
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Annex

STATEMENT BY THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT

China's aggression against the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam continues to
expand. At the same time reports are coming in about a concentration of Chinese
troops also on the border with the Laotian People's Democratic Republic. Chinese
military units are being moved, in particular, into the area where the borders of
Laos and Viet Ram adjoin. Chinese agents have intensified intelligence and
subversive activities and sabotage in the borderline regions of Laos.

All this means that the threat of Chinese intervention is now also looming
over the Laotian people which fought side by side with its Vietnamese brothers for
freedom and independence against American imperialist aggression. The fact that
the Laotian people holds dear its independence, has guided its country along the
path of socialist construction3 and has established peaceful, friendly relations
with its neighbours obviously runs counter to the Chinese leadership's
hegemonistic designs.

A threat to Laos is a threat to the independence and sovereignty of all the
States of South-East Asia. He who raises his hand against the peace-loving
Laotian people which throughout its history has never harmed anyone3 will not
stop at further military adventures.

The treachery of China's present rulers and their hegemonistic goals appear
utterly exposed. At the same time the dangerous consequences of the policy of
conniving with aggression as pursued by certain States are once again beinr^
confirmed.

The situation urgently demands the unconditional and immediate ending of
Chinese aggression, yet the Governments of these States are at this very time
taking new steps towards strengthening their contacts with China, including deals
to sell it modern weapons. Rather than heed the voice of reason and the demands
of broad circles of world public opinion expressing wrath and indignation over
the actions of China, which is trampling underfoot all norms of civilized
relations between States, they are actually encouraging the aggressor.

But no one should forget that such a policy is fraught with grave
consequences, and not least of all for those who conduct it. History has already
provided many examples of this.

At present, when China's policy of expanding its aggression is becoming ever
more obvious, the Soviet Union deems it necessary to declare categorically:
China's actions cannot be a matter of indifference to those who a.re genuinely
interested in ensuring the security of peoples and preserving peace.

Chinese troops must be immediately withdrawn beyond the frontiers of Viet Nam
and military demonstrations on the borders of Laos and preparations for invading
that country must cease. The Chinese aggressors must know that the more crimes
they perpetrate, the harsher the retribution will be.
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All this means that the threat of Chinese intervention is now also looming
over the Laotian people which fought side by side with its Vietnamese brothers for
freedom and independence against American imperialist aggression. The fact that
the Laotian people holds dear its independence, has guided its country along the
path of socialist construction, and has established peaceful, friendly relations
with its neighbours obviously runs counter to the Chinese leadership's
hegemonistic designs.

A threat to Laos is a threat to the independence and sovereignty of all the
States of South-East Asia. He who raises his hand against the peace-loving
Laotian people which throughout its history has never harmed anyone9 will not
stop at further military adventures.

The treachery of China's present rulers and their hegemonistic goals appear
utterly exposed. At the same time the dangerous consequences of the policy of
conniving with aggression as pursued by certain States are once again being
confirmed.

The situation urgently demands the unconditional and immediate ending of
Chinese aggression, yet the Governments of these States are at this very time
taking new steps towards strengthening their contacts with China, including deals
to sell it modern weapons. Rather than heed the voice of reason and the demands
of broad circles of world public opinion expressing wrath and indignation over
the actions of China, which is trampling underfoot all norms of civilized
relations between States, they are actually encouraging the aggressor.

But no one should forget that such a policy is fraught with grave
consequences, and not least of all for those who conduct it. History has already
provided many examples of this.

At present, when China's policy of expanding its agpression is becoming ever
more obvious, the Soviet Union deems it necessary to declare categorically:
China's actions cannot be a matter of indifference to those who a.re genuinely
interested in ensuring the security of peoples and preserving peace.

Chinese troops must be immediately withdrawn beyond the frontiers of Viet Nam
and military demonstrations on the borders of Laos and preparations for invading
that country must cease. The Chinese aggressors must know that the more crimes
they perpetrate, the harsher the retribution will be.



CONFIDENTIAL

Notes on a meeting held in the Secretary-General's office
on Monday, 19 February 1979, at 5,OO pm

Present: The Secretary-General

H.E. Mr. Mikhail A. Kharlamov, First Deputy Permanent
Representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics to the United Nations

Mr. Valentin V. Lozinsky, Deputy Permanent
Representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics to the United Nations

An aide (interpreter)

Mr. Rafeeuddin Ahmed

The Secretary-General informed Ambassador Kharlamov of
the status of the consultations which the President of the
Security Council was undertaking with the Members concerning
the possible consideration of the developments in Indochina
by the Council. He thanked the Ambassador for sending the
text of the communique issued by the Soviet Government.

The Ambassador stated that the communique explained
their position clearly. Viet Nam had been invaded by China
and was, therefore, compelled to defend itself. The attempts
to mix two different questions were not justified. One
question was very clear and that related to the unprovoked
and unjustified invasion by China. This is the question
which must be dealt with by the Council. China should be
condemned and asked to withdraw its troops as soon as possible
so that events do not take an irreversible turn. The Soviet
Government would honour its commitments under the treaty with
Viet Nam. It would, however, not like to widen the conflict
although it would help Viet Nam.

The Ambassador then referred to the statement issued by
the Secretary-General and expressed surprise that no direct
mention was made of the Chinese invasion of Viet Nam. The
statement itself could not play the kind of role one would
have expected, taking into account the Secretary-General's
moral weight and considerable political position. The
Secretary-General mentioned that he had to take the whole
situation into account, including the continuing conflict in
Kampuchea. However, the timing of the statement clearly
indicated that it was, in the first place, a response to the
Chinese invasion and was an appeal for China to stop fighting
and withdraw its forces. Ambassador Kharlamov remonstrated
that the reference to all hostilities could be understood in
different ways. Did the Secretary-General intend to include
transportation of arms and troops by China to Kampuchea
through Thailand? In any event, the Secretary-General's
information about Kampuchea seemed inadequate* There was
hardly any resistance now. A people who had lost 3 million
out of 8 million could not support the regime which was
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responsible for it. The Chinese may maintain that they wish
to help Kampuchea but who had authorized them to do so? Was
it the United Nations? China could have settled its relations
with Viet Nam in a different way if it so wished. The
Secretary-General mentioned that the Chinese Ambassador had
told him that China did not want to stay in Viet Nam - it
intended to show Viet Nam that it would not tolerate aggressive
acts but it had no territorial ambitions of itself. Ambassador
Kharlamov replied that every aggressor says that. The Chinese
were also occupying Laotian territory in the northwest and this
question would have to be discussed in the United Nations, too.
The Secretary-General asked since when was this occupation
going on. The Ambassador stated that for about a year - the
Chinese had come on the pretext of building roads. Laos had
not raised the matter because it is too weak and still hopes
to persuade the Chinese to go away. The main question now
was the Chinese invasion of Viet Nam and the exclusion of a
reference to this fact in the Secretary-General1s statement
was difficult to explain. The Secretary-General again mentioned
that he had to comment on the developments in an objective
manner and the Soviet Ambassador was the first one to take
issue with the statement. Others had understood very well
the reasoning behind the text of that statement. The Ambassador
maintained that in their view different questions had been
lumped together. Even if the Secretary-General had considered
the Kampuchean question as outstanding, the Chinese invasion
was the main fact. He also recalled that when China had
invaded the Paracel Islands no statement had been issued.

The Ambassador then posed the question as to what should
be done now. The Secretary-General stated that he had
expected that the Security Council would deal with the matter
and was surprised to learn that neither China nor the Soviet
Union was in favour of a meeting. Viet Nam had also not
requested for it. The President of the Security Council had,
however, been consulting with the Members on how to proceed
in the matter. Ambassador Kharlamov stated that if the Council
decided to convene and discuss the Chinese invasion of Viet
Nam they would be ready for it. Viet Nam was a victim of
aggression and had sent a message to the Secretary-General and
the President of the Security Council. It should be asked
what its wishes were in the matter. There had been mention
that the question of Kampuchea was still outstanding - so are
hundreds of other questions. The first question to be dealt
with now was China's invasion of Viet Nam. Some people had
suggested that the discussion should focus on the situation
in Indochina. To lump together the two is'sues would not be
in the interest of the Council and would lead to a cover-up
of China's invasion. The Secretary-General once again
expressed his deep concern over the situation and hoped that
it can be kept under control. Much will depend on the
attitude of the Soviet Government. He had also conveyed
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this concern to the Chinese. He counted on the wisdom of the
Soviet Leaders to avoid a widening of the conflict.

Ambassador Kharlamov then raised the question of the
Secretary-General's forthcoming visit to Berlin. They had
accepted his decision to do so and appreciated the fact that
he was separating the visit to West Berlin from that to West
Germany. There were two delicate points, however, which
they would like the Secretary-General to bear in mindc The
first was that under the Four Power Agreement, only flights
of United States, British, French and Soviet planes were
allowed into Berlin. A flight by a chartered Swiss aircraft
would run counter to this Four Power Agreement. The Secretary-
General said that he had already been made aware of this
problem and had decided to charter a British aircraft for the
visit to West Berlin. Ambassador Kharlamov said the second
point was that he had been instructed to inform the Secretary-
General that if Ambassador von Wechmar accompanied him this
would be completely unacceptable to the Soviet Union. The
Secretary-General said that no decision had been taken on
this point but he would certainly keep in mind the Soviet
position. Originally, the West German Government had proposed
that Foreign Minister Genscher should accompany him but they
had subsequently agreed to drop that idea.



CONFIDENTIAL

Notes on a meeting held in the Secretary-General's Office
on Wednesday, 1O January 1979

Present: The Secretary-General

H.E. Mr0 Oleg A. Troyanovsky, Permanent Representative
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the
United Nations

Mr. Valentin V. Lozinsky, Deputy Permanent
Representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics to the United Nations

An aide (interpreter)

Mr. Rafeeuddin Ahmed

The Ambassador stated that, in his view, there has been
a radical change in the situation in Southeast Asia since
3 January when the Kampuchean request had been submitted for
the convening of the Security Council. The new regime in
Kampuchea has been recognized by some countries, including
the USSR, and they do not see any basis for acting on the
communication received from the previous regime. However,
if a meeting were held, the new Government had intimated that
it would send its Foreign Minister to participate. If someone
challenges their position, they might have to ask for a legal
opinion.

The Secretary—General replied that the matter had been
very carefully studied in the Secretariat and he had also
discussed it with the President of the Council. He referred
to the resolution of the General Assembly of the fifth session
and pointed out that as long as the General Assembly did not
reverse itself the Secretariat was bound by its current
decision on the credentials.

The Ambassador responded that the General Assembly would
indeed have to look into the matter and, therefore, the
Security Council shouldn1t meet before the General Assembly
had convened.

The Secretary—General stated that the legal position
was that the Secretariat could not reject the credentials
signed by Mr. leng Sary.

The Ambassador said that, at present, the Secretary-
General did not have anything to pronounce himself upon.
Under the relevant rule of procedure, the notice of twenty-four
hours is required by the Member State which requests to be
given the right to participate in the work* of the Council.
Only after the Council has taken a decision on such participation
does the question arise of communicating credentials. The
Secretary-General should consider all aspects and avoid making
a hasty decision. They would press for the strict application
of the rules of procedure in this case.

The Secretary-General assured the Ambassador that the
Secretariat would carefully study all the aspects before
taking action on the credentials question.


