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Feelings among the Congolese Population

in Leopoldville today

Today between 12 oclock and 2 p.me. T made an
investigation of the popular feelings towards the

recent events among the loeal population. To do this
I visited the main African quarters of the town, driwving
in Re private ambulance cars The results of my

investigation are as follows:-

The population remains essentially neutral. They
are even regretful about the wounded and dead Tunisians.
They consider Tunisians as their friends. They look at
the affair mainly as between the Congolese army and the
UNO troops. Life in the Congolese cuarters of the city
is absolutely qguiet. Proprietors of bars to whom I
talked do not expect any serious trouble in the near
future. The population awaits the local journal to

make up their mind finally abount the affair.

T notice, however, that there is mounting tension

against Ghanian troops. Here the real danger exists
for various kinds of inecidents. I was told also that
the situation might tuyrn, very serious if during any
incident a Con._‘,'oluse&'ivs' dyfied. Then the popular
fealings will turn against any soldier or member of *
staff of ONUC. The same might happen if a Congolese

soldier, belonging to the local clan, should be killed.
This would also make the given clan seelk revenge on ONUC
personnel.

The relative calm of the local civilian population
differs essentially from the excitement which exists
now among Congolese soldiers against ONUC, In the
middle of the Bandalungwa dquarter I came across severe
army control. I saw one large car of American make
with Central Government plates being confiscated by the
army and I saw this car a few minutes later driving with
two civilians and a military escort. It seemed to me
quite clear that any UNO car stopped at such control
wounld be confiscated and judging from the excitement of
the soldiers UNO personnel would risk illtreatment.



















m am, i wm i m_ i “mﬂuum
5 ..w: z,_..._m mmaww i
m“ 1 i mwm “_%
m,_ : * iy mnm mm“ mm

15 lm. H

.m¢. ummum mummmMmmmszu_wm wwm
35,1 m. 19575

.d»u__ﬁn__~ *ﬁm«mmn“wwm Mwuw M

4 wma HEE Mmmm mammmmm_




i

establish o oivil suthority in
m&dzmﬁ cantrel of tisa sdlitury wothordties

Covaredgnt foicaatatative i all

-t

be i8 the nly ens atlll alive



17 Ngvember 0

Mr. S. Linnexr
Chief, Civilian Operations

W. Micuta
Civilian Operations Officer for
tho Province of Leopo.ld‘rillo

1. My work as a Civilian Operations officer for the
Province of Leopoldville started on 14 October 1960,

when you presented me to Mr. Kamitatu, the President

of the Provincial Government in Leopoldviuo-

From the beginning I could cnooao between the two
methods of work. I could settle in the office close
to the President of the Provincial Government and try to
influence overall economic and social pelicies of the

. Province by ways of decrees and ordinances. I found,

however, that this method did not promise good results
at the preasent political situation. As you know, the
President of the Government, Mr, Kamitatu, represents
political views different from his two deputies and any
coherent economic policy for the Province as a whole is
at present unthinkable. I have; therefore, chosen the
other method of work according to which I select such
social and economic problems which are generally agreed
as the most important for the Province and which could be
carried on without necessarily formal agreement of the
Provincial Government as a whole. I have decided to
concentrate my ortorts on the three main groups of
problems, namely: -

(a) Unemployment in the city of Leopoldville with
a particular stress on problems of "jeunesse
dcnouw‘c"

(b) Agricultural marketing problomu

(e) Public relations in the l_-oopolMllo Province.

(d) Yarious current matters related to political,
social and economic 111‘0 4in the Province.




2. In the matter of unemployment I took part in all
meetings dealing with programme of public works in the
Province as well as working group on methad of financement
of such work, My work in this field ended at the
preparation of a final agreement between ONUC and the

“Provincial Government on program and public works within

the financial limits set by the ONUC for the Province and
on the methods of financing of this programme. I have
been currently informed by Mr. Van der Oord by further
developing in this field.

3s In matters of youth umemployment in the ecity of Leopoldville
I directed my efforts towards the revival of the already

existing seven youth labour camps called "chantiers de jeunesse"
and administered by the Organization called "Association "J".,"
During the peridod in question it was possible to:

(a) Reach agreement among all Congolese and ONUC
bodies on usefulness and necessity of the
existence of such an Association.

(b) To prepare organisational and financial plans
for renewal of activities.

(¢) Securing necessary funds for the work in the
last two months of 1960,

At the time of writing this report, the necessary funds were

made available by the Central Government for the purpose,

though they did not as yet reach the Association, Simultaneously
with the revival of the existing "chantiers" I have started

work on the preparation of the broader scheme dealing with
efficient employment of youths, which may be called "Voluntary
youth eivilian servige". :

The problem of youth unemployment and methods suggested
to deal with that problem have been presented to you and with

some changes accepted by you in your letter to Sir Almndor
McFaguhar on 8 November 1960,

4. In cooperation with the FAO expert on agricultural
marketing, Mr, P. Bernhaim I have been trying to promote
purchases in agricultural products from the villages. In

this respect an investigation has been started on stocks or
agricultural produce and the present pattern of sowings in

each territory of the district of Bas Congo and Catarracts.
Precise questions were put to agronoms of each territory and
their responses are awaited. The results of this investigation
would make it possible to start organising a ratiomal
agricultural market in the Province.
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During this work a few of the existing cooperative state
farms were visited and their needs surveyed. It was found
out by Mr., Bernhaim that some of the cooperatives are working

© very well though they suffer the lack of short-term credits.

These cooperatives were instructed to present necessary
documentation which will enable us o intervene in their favour
with tho fimnai.al. and banking authorities.

I have started work on agricultural nonpmt:l.w movements
as well as community development in the Province. On my
demand I received numerous publications and documents related
to the problem and compiled for myself by my codleagues in the

. Economic Commission for Europe in Geneva.

_ I am working at present with Mr. P, Tona, Minister of
Planning and Economic Goordination of the Province for a

. selection of pilot projects of community development, one, for
~the time beding, for each district.

I have travelled twice to Thysville to 8 tudy th. pouibs.nt:l.u

of organisation of a new selling and buying cooperative in this
fertile but not properly exploited agricultural region. The

study continues.
At the demand of the Minister of Economic Affairs of the

Provinecial CGovernment, Mrs Balongi, addressed to you and transmitted

by yourself to me, I organised, together with Mr. Bernhaim,
Mr. Rabat and Mr, Berrutti, the transport of concentrated food
(5 tons of powdered milk) to the territories of Kahemba and
Feshi 4n the Kwango district, The copy of your letter to the
Minister Balongi, giving conditions for distribution of . tl:ull
food, i1a attached to this report.

I questioned several people coming from the northern
distriets of the Province on food production and distribution.
The answers to these questions were passed to you in the form

- of various memoranda.

5. In the field of public relations in Leopoldville Province
I presented to you on 2 Nevember 1960 at tho Consultative Group

Meeting the following proposalsi

I think it dis quite possible to ameliorate or even change
the present unsatisfactory trend of public opinion towards us

provided that the ONUC starts a concerted action aiming at

explanation of the ONUC targets in the Congo to the local
population, I suggest the following elements for such an action:

(a) Contacts with the existing social, religious, economic
and other local organisations. The ONUC should send
.o them regularly bulletins, press releases, etec. and
ask them to reproduce such material in their internal
communications,




(b) VYsing the mubers of the ONUC staff to discuss and
explain the targets of the ONUC in places of thedr
work. In this respect, the members of staff should
be instructed about the timing md substance of such
activities,

(@) Asking the members of the ONUC staff to multiply
their contacts with the local population and to
adopt such a style of their 1lifé as to make them
more popular in the Congo. The staff should also
be instructed and informed about the local affairs,
character; mentality and philosophy of the loeal

- people, their habits and their likes and dislikes.

population of communiqués, press releases, bulletins
and booklets. ' Such publications should be done, T
however, after consultation with reliable, intelligent
’ Congolese as to the ot’f:l.od.eney and presentation of
| 1 arguments useds

’ e _{(d) Publication for the broad circles of the local

(e) Periodical conferences for the local press, during
- which representatives of the Congolese authorities
could sponk about work done by ONUC for the Congos
The cases of positive approach and understanding
between both u:ldes should bo presented and results
ducuasod.

In ooopemtiun with local protusora and doctors I . - |
prepared the first draft of the new instructions which could
. replace the old one giving details of behaviour of ONUC. staff
in the Congo. I transmitted this draft to Mr. Rosboreugh. ‘
Chief of the Persomnel, on 10 November 1960. _ |

At the Consultative Group Meeting on 9 Novemhtr 1960
you ptit into discussion my proposal addressed to yourself
on. mnthly publication dealing with economic and social
problems of the Congo. _

o0

I orgnmlu& with your pornclu:l.on, omtnct between the
Aseistant of Mr. Dayll and the local Catholic cirecles. An
. account of that contact was given by Mr, Kelly in the
memorandum sent to you. As you know these ountacu had some
.:l.nflmoo on :the local cnthol:l.c Journal. _

% I am :i.n mmtmt touoh with buaal.mus circles of =
Leopoldvilles On the fortnightly luncheon of the Lion's Club
on 5 November I organised the lecture on youth problems in the
Province, given by the Sthnrya-Ganmi of the Ministry of

~ Soeial Affairs, Mr. A, Sita. The speaker stressed tb.. wole

.. of ONUC in aolv:l.ng gome of the youth pwbl.em.
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You received also my memoranda on my talks with various
people in the Province: Among those memoranda you received
copies of the reports of the Minister Delwaux prepared for
the Central and Provincial Government and dealing with the
various aspects of the political, social and economic life
in the district of Kwango. :

6. Among my other activities I carried, on your order, the
investigation on expulsion of the Red Cross team from Thysville.
The results of my investigation presented to you in my
memorandum on 12 October 1960 have been since mﬂmod by
other Mduwoo

7. My work could have bm more efficient if I hnd an office
and means of air transport to travel in the Province,

" Particularly the last item is very impar tant for me. I would

like to thank you for your request addressed to the Air
Operations of the ONUC to provide me with air transport
facilities. However, up to the date it was impossidle for me
to secure any flight because of lack of suitable aircrafts.
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5. 16 November,1960

Dear Sture, Ji,
I am enclosing a letter to Ernest
Weissmann, the assistant director in charge of
physiecal planning and housing in the Bureau of
Social Affairs. If you are in agreenent with
my suggestions I should like you to forward it to him.
The entire question of the reorganisation
of the 0.C.A. would under normal circumstances lend
itself to a very close and intimate cooperation with
the U.N. As things are at present I think, however,
that it would be wiser to limit ourselves to show

an interest,in the comparatively neutral way in
which I have suggested to Weissmann. As politieal

for 41 conditions improve, he may follow the matter up with
the people in Brussels. He undoubtedly knows them
. very well and would be able to approach them on a
. professional basis when he considers the time to be
ripe

i Mo e
With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

T

C. Major Wright.
p.t. Elisabethville.

Dr. Sture Linner,

Chief of Civilian Operations &
TAB Resident Representative
ONUC HQ

Leopoldville.




