
AAJ

Prime Minister
e sill

23 August 2002 ENV/SDV/1

His Excellency Kofi A Annan
Secretary-General of the United Nations
NEW YORK

Your Excellency

Thank you for your recent letters rejga^dĵ  on Sustainable
Develppment^which I am planning to attend from 2-4 September. Our Minister
for the Environment, Marian Hpbbs, will participate in the first week.

New Zealand certainly places great value on the Summit's goals and objectives,
and shares your views on the pressing need to reinvigorate the political
commitment to sustainable development and further progress the ideas and
agreements that emerged at Doha and Monterrey. You mentioned the recent
Friends of the Chair meeting. Although we were unable to participate because
of New Zealand's impending general election, we certainly welcomed the
initiative, and the progress that was achieved.

In your letter of 30 July you wrote to me regarding the humanitarian crisis in
southern Africa. I share your concerns about the seriousness of the situation,
and its relevance to the forthcoming Summit. New Zealand has recently
contributed NZ$400,000 to the UN Consolidated Appeal for assistance in
southern Africa and the World Food Programme's Emergency Feeding
Operation in Zambia. It is likely that a further NZ$500,000 will be contributed
via New Zealand NGOs.

Earlier in the year you invited New Zealand to participate in the Summit event,
Focus 2002: Sustainable Development. Regrettably, New Zealand will not be
able to take part. We advised your Treaty Section of this in late July. Planning
was well under way to enable ratification of the Kyoto Protocol and the
Stockholm and Rotterdam Conventions, but was delayed by the early election
in July. I can assure you that New Zealand remains committed to ratifying
these very important treaties.

Parliament Buildings, Wellington, New Zealand.



I very much look forward to meeting you again in Johannesburg.

Yours sincerely

Helen Clark
Prime Minister
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