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Note to the Secretary-General 

CAMBODIA/THAILAND: BORDER TENSIONS 

1. On _U_!�ly, a _c_o_l1l!9!1!�!ion -����.e.-�!:!- ��mbo<!!��-�nd l�-�i trQ_Q.Q§_�rOl:!_f!�Jh� QQ_r_der ��a 
re_s.ulted in near violence, as the dlliRut� between the two countries qy:er th�_Pr��_h_yih_s:ar ty_mJ2le 
esc£!c@_t�d. It is reported that over 500 Thai and 800 Cambodian troops are deployed as of today. 

2. The ancient temple has long been a source of contention between Cambodia and Thailand, 
as both sides have claimed the temple and the area around it over the years. In _1__9§:2,Jb.e Inte_rnational 
Co_t_I!!_9fJ�tic� fl!!�<;l_t!J.a Uh_�te_�plt'! belQnge.cU 9 S:.���_o_dja; the Court however did IlQ1 resolv� 
a 1.8 _squ�r_e._mik_area near the le.mpl�. The �urre._!l_t military �Qp.frQn!�Jj_on is taking _pl<!�_e._near 
a pagoda compound situated in this l!n-demarca.!�<i-��!!�· 

3. Ajoint-communigue signeQ_Q!LL8 JupeJ2yJb� Ih�iE9reign _Mi�_!ster �ll__<!__fu� ����Qc!�n 
Dep_\l1YJ>Ij��J0�_!:!i_�t�!, _ _endorsing__g_�II_!_�Q_<_!_i�'s �PP1����0�!'9� �ESCO World Heritage Status, 
seeme_d_t_o_hav_e._ R!"_911}J�ted the._ current crisis. The communique resulted in a general outcry in Thailand. 
Subsequent to UNESCO's approval of Cambodia's application, the Thai Constitutional Court ruled 
that Foreign Minister Pattama's signature to the communique was unconstitutional, which led to 
his resignation on 10 July. 

4. On 16 July, Thailand began to deploy its troops to the pagoda compound. In response, 
Cambodia sent its troops, accusing Thailand of border violations. The next night, 50 Cambodian 
troops entered the pagoda, allegedly to protect food supplies for the monks, with a threat of an armed 
confrontation between both sides, although violence was eventually averted. l39!h_ C<!�_QQdia_!l_c�nd 
Thai author_!!_ies st.'!:_���i_!h�! th�..§!t1,1atio11l!�cL��-�i!Lze_d a.nd �l!_SU11likt?lY t� _ _e_sca_l�te �her. 

5. In an attempt to resolve the issue, Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen sent a letter to 
Thai Prime Minister �a�� o1l l7_ 1�Y.r�g_l!�.t!�i1!1i�i!hdi'!.;�[o(_iha.i 0-���s. A-meetlngbetwee_g_ 
their_ re�m�-<�_j!ve _ _ B_q_:r_de_r Com�jttees is scl:!_edulec!_fQtJJ Ll!ly_ill_Sa ���w, a Thai border province. 
Deputy Prime Minster Sok An is expected to head the Cambodian delegation; there has been no 
confirmation from the Thai side. 

6. The current crisis c_ould further destabilize Thailand's already volatile 2olitical landsca� as 
the opposition could use it as further justification to rally anti-government sentiments. There has not 
yet been any indication as to how the situation is impacting Cambodian politics and Prime Minister 
Hun Sen's Cambodian People's Party in its run up to the 27 July parliamentary elections. An if asked 
statern_�!!_t �ttributable to the Snokesnerson of the Secretary-General has been R�_Rared _(�_ttac�ecD.: 
APD/DPA is closely monitoring the situation in consultation with the UN Resident Coordinators in 
Bangkok and Phnom Penn. 
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IF ASKED 

STATEMENT ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE SPOKESPERSON FOR THE SECRETARY­

GENERAL 

CAMBODIA/THAILAND: TENSIONS ON THE BORDER 

NEAR THE PREAH VIHEAR TEMPLE 

The Secretary-General is closely following the situation on the Cambodia-Thailand border near the 
Preah Vihear Temple. He is concerned about the current escalation of tensions between the two 
countries, including the build-up of troops. The Secretary-General calls for restraint on both sides and 
hopes that this matter can be resolved peacefully and by diplomatic means in the context of the 
excellent relations that traditionally exist between the two countries. 

New York 
18 July 2008 


