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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Excellency, 

29 May 2012 

I wish to thank you for your letter dated 11 May 2012 in which you 
outline the invaluable support of the European Union for the deployment of the 
United Nations Supervision Mission in Syria (UNSMIS) and the efforts of 
Mr. Kofi A. Annan, Joint Special Envoy of the United Nations and the League 
of Arab States on Syria. 

In this connection, I wish to express my appreciation for your efforts in 
mobilizing the Instrument for Stability of the European Union to support 
UNSMIS. I note in particular the substantial and valuable contribution of the 
urgently needed 25 armoured vehicles. The provision of satellite imagery and 

. associated analysis by experts of the European Union Satellite Centre is equally 
critical for the success ofUNSMIS. 

Furthermore, I am fully appreciative of the support provided separately 
by European Union Member States, including the observers proposed by a 
number of them. I am also pleased with the expected contribution of the 
European Union to the Trust Fund in support of the work of the Joint Special 
Envoy. 

As you are aware, UNSMIS is an important component of our larger 
effort to ensure the comprehensive implementation of the six point proposal 
of the Joint Special Envoy. The Mission will also continue to support his 
efforts in creating the conditions that are conducive for political dialogue. 

Her Excellency 
Ms. Catherine Ashton 
High Representative and Vice President 

of the European Commission 
Brussels 
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In conclusion, let me reiterate my appreciation for the continued support 
of the European Union to United Nations efforts, and my hope that, with the 
joint determination of all, we will be able to achieve progress toward a peaceful 
solution in Syria. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 



REFERENCE: 

UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

Excellency, 

POSTAL ADDRESS -A DR ESSE POST ALE :UNITED NATIONS, NY 10017 

CAB LE ADDRESS- A DRESSE TELEG RAPHIQUE: UNATIONS NEWYORK 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

CABINET DU SECRETAIRE GENER AL 

29 May 2012 

The Secretary-General would be grateful if you would kindly forward 
the enclosed letter to Her Excellency Ms. Catherine Ashton, High Representative 
and Vice President of the European Comniission. 

A copy of this letter is attached for your information. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances 

His Excellency 
Mr. Thomas Mayr-Harting 
Head ofthe Delegation of the European Union 

to the United Nations 
New York 



United Nations Nations Unies 

Executi v e Office of the Secreta r y-General 
C abinet du Secretai r e general 

To: Ms_ Malcorra, 

Please find attached for your a roval and SG's 
signature a letter addressed to Catherine Ashton, i eply 
tober letter of I 1 Ma,y 01~ egarding the EU St!JWOrt o 
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Political Unit 
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ROUTING SLIP 0 Routine ./ Immediate 0 Most Immediate 

FICHE DE TRANSMISSION 0 Unclassified ./ Confidential D Strictly Confidential 

: TO/A: Ms. Susana Makorra, Cbef de Cabinet lr ~~~ 
CC: /) In UAV , 

THROUGHNISE PAR: /11 (/ u •••n• 1.. 

FROM/DE:. B. Lyn~ Pas~e, USG~ nf4J.d'1 ~ 
·--"·' •l-n 

EXECUTIV 
OF THE SECRE 

Date; 25 May 2012 I Ex ·~si ll I Room No. -No de bur~au: NL-02060 

FORACTION V ,..__. ··------
V- POUR SUITE ADON'NER 

XX . , FOR VOTRE ATTENTION FOR YOUR ATTENTION 

· FORINFORMATION I POURINFORMATION 

FOR APPROVAL I SIGNAI'URE XX POUR APPROBATION l SIGNATURE 

FOR COMMENTS POUR OBSERVATIONS 

· AS REQUESTED SUITE A VO'IRE DEMANDE 

' 

RETURN RETOURNER 
... 

DIVISIONS CONSULTED 

AmerO EurD Mewad D APDD Pal Rights 0 Decol D 

AFID AF20 SCADD PPU/NISU D EADD CTITF 0 EOD 

UEP ARTMENTS CONSULTED 

EOSGD OIOS D OLAD ODAD DPKO v' DFSD OCHA ../ DESAD 

DGACMD DPIO DSSD DMO UNDPD Other 

SUBJECT/MESSAGE: Plcl;lse find a1tached for your review and approval, a draft 
response letter from the Secretary-General addressed to EU High Repr~entative 
Ashton. 
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ROUTING SLJP 
FICHE DE TRANSMISSION 

0 Routine 
0 Unclassified 

./ Immediate 

./ Confidential 
0 Most Immediate 
0 Strictly Confidential 

TO/A: Ms. Susana Malcorra, Chef de Cabinet 

CC: 

THROUGH/VISEPAR: /Jj f/ u - "' -z::-" '"'"''- ~ i ~o....~ 
~-----~--···--···-···---1-'-111---fln----- - - __ U;t-o~~-

FROM/DE: . B. Lynn Pascoe, USG, DjA , Urf'l OFT~J~~i~~~~~RAL 

Date: 25 May 2012 I E13j65f v I Room No. - No de bureau: NL-02060 

FOR ACTION 
t------------

FOR YOUR ATTENTION 

v I POUR SUITE A DO:N"NER 
~~-- ---------~ I FOR VOTRE ATTENTION XX 

' FOR INFORMATION j POUR INFORMATION 

FOR APPROVAL I SIGNATURE XX POUR APPROBATION I SIGNATURE 

FOR COMMENTS POUR OBSERVATIONS 

' AS REQUESTED SUITE A VOTRE DEMANDE 

RETURN RETOURNER 

DIVISIONS CONSULTED 

Amer 0 Eur 0 Mewad 0 APD 0 Pal Rights 0 Decol 0 

AFl 0 AF2 0 SCAD 0 PPU/MSU 0 EAD 0 CTITF 0 EO 0 

])EP ARTMENTS CONSULTED 

EOSG 0 OIOS 0 OLA 0 ODA 0 DPKO ./ DFS 0 OCHA ./ DESA 0 

DGACM 0 DPI 0 DSS 0 DM 0 UNDP 0 Other ____ _ 

( ,...P-e.t jf 1..2 _043~ UBJECT/MESSAGE: Please find attached for your review and approval, a draft 
\,._ 0 response letter from the Secretary-General addressed to EU High Representative 

Ashton. 
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CATHERINE ASHTON 

HIGH REPRESENTATIVE 

VICE PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

Mr Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary General of the 
United Nations 
New York 

Dear Secretary General, 

Brussels, 11 OS. 201Z 
Ares eeas.iv.a.l(20J2)659987 

Following our recent discussions on the situation in Syria and your request for urgent EU support to 
the UN Supervision Mission in Syria (UNSMIS), I am pleased to inform you that my services have 
rapidly advanced in preparing what I trust you will find to be a significant and timely response to 
help the United Nations ensure the success of this crucial mission. 

In addition to direct contributions from individual Member States, I have mobilised the EU's 
Instrument for Stability to provide a substantial contribution towards a number of the most pressing 
needs in Syria, with the bulk of the €8.2 million funding being allocated for support to · UNSMIS 
and to the work of Joint Special Envoy Kofi Annan. 

Over the last week my services have liaised very closely with yours at the Department for Peace 
Keeping Operations and Department of Field Support with a view to coordinating arrangements so 
that the 25 new armoured vehicles that we have now procured in Europe can be delivered by us to 
UNSMIS in Damascus in time for the arrival of the main contingent of observers. We are 
organising the air transport to have the cars delivered on this Saturday 12 May. We can consult in 
due course to determine how best these armoured cars can, be used fur other high priority missions 
after UNSMIS. You will be aware that a nwnber of EU Member States have directly offered or are 
considering offering additional armoured vehicles on a bi-lateral basis to UNSMIS. I look forward 
to knowing that all of these European contributions will help in serving to protect the UN perSQMel 
engaged on this important mission. 

The EU will also be in a position to assist UNSMIS with the provision of satellite imagery and 
associated analysis by experts of the EU Satellite Centre, so as to respond to the Department of 
Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO)'s request for the provision of timely situational information 
awareness that is vital to the purpose of the mission. The first EU product has already been 
delivered to DPKO at the beginning of this week. This product is covering the city of Horns, as per 
a specific request by your staff. We will continue to support IJNSMIS with the required satellite­
based information on a regular basis, and stand ready to react to specific requirements at very short 
notice. 



Regarding medica] evacuation. the Republic of Cyprus has offered the provision of specialist­
medica] and surgical treatment and care through a hospital in Nicosia. Medical facilities in Croatia 
would be available to carry out rehabilitation and reconstructive treatment. Concerning the 
provision of Strategic Medical Evacuation service by air ambulance aircraft, we have not yet 
received concrete offers, but I am aware that some Member States are still considering doing so. I 
have directed my services to keep you updated, if an offer should materialise. 

Finally, the EU wiU provide a contribution to the Trust Fund established by United Nations 
Department of Political Affairs to support the work of the Joint UN-Arab League Envoy Kofi 
Annan, including for his team's needs related to expert consultancies as well as travel. 

I fully appreciate your request for maintaining discretion with respect to sensitive measures such as 
the provision of satellite imagery and situation analysis and the need to carefully handle any 
communication on such support measures. 

The package I have outlined indicates the EU's commitment to help the Joint Envoy in the 
deployment of UNSMIS and thus to help bring about a cessation of violence. I would emphasise 
that besides the importance we see in the EU supporting you in this manner, the EU's hopes and 
expectations are high with regard to the comprehensive implementation of the Annan plan, in 
particular on achieving the objective oflaunching a Syrian lead political process. 

I plan to discuss all these issues with the EU Foreign Ministers at our next Council meeting on 
14 May, when the EU will recaJl once more its support to UNSMIS, Envoy Annan's efforts and the 
full implementation of UN Security Council Resolutions 2042 and 2043. 

Yours sincerely, 

Catherine Ashton 



EUROPEAN UNION 

DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

Head of Delegation 

New York, 11 May 2012 

ExcellencyJ&r },~ r 
Please find attached a letter from the High Representative Ms Catherine Ashton 
addressed to the Secretary-Geneml H.E. Mr Ban K.i-moon. 

1 would be grateful if you could kindly transmit this letter to the Secretary-General. 

H. E. Ms Susana Malcorra 
Chef de Cabinet 

UN - room NL-030 18 

222 East 41 51 Street, 20111 Floor, New York, New York 10017 
Telephone: 212 401 0113 Fax: 212 758-2718 
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CATHERINE ASHTON 

HIGH REPRESENTATIVE 

VICE PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

Mr Ban Ki-moon 
Secretary General ofthe 
United Nations 
New York 

Dear Secretary General, 

B-1046 BRUSSEL&-- ­
+32-2-298 85 90 

Brussels, 11 05. 2012 
Ares eeas. iv. a.l (20 12)659987 

Following our recent discussions on the situation in Syria and your request for urgent EU support to 
the UN Supervision Mission in Syria (UNSMIS), I am pleased to inform you that my services have 
rapidly advanced in preparing what I trust you will find to be a significant and timely response to 
help the United Nations ensure the success of this crucial mission. 

In addition to direct contributions from individual Member States, I have mobilised the EU's 
Instrument for Stability to provide a substantial contribution towards a number of the most pressing 
needs in Syria, with the bulk of the €8.2 million funding being allocated for support to UNSMIS 
and to the work of Joint Special Envoy Kofi Annan. 

Over the last week my services have liaised very closely with yours at the Department for Peace 
Keeping Operations and Department of Field Support with a view to coordinating arrangements so 
that the 25 new armoured vehicles that we have now procured in Europe can be delivered by us to 
UNSMIS in Damascus in time for the arrival of the main contingent of observers. We are 
organising the air transport to have the cars delivered on this Saturday 12 May. We can consult in 
due course to determine how best these armoured cars can be used for other high priority missions 
after UNSMIS. You will be aware that a number of EU Member States have directly offered or are 
considering offering additional armoured vehicles on a bi-lateral basis to UNSMIS. I look forward 
to knowing that all of these European contributions will help in serving to protect the UN personnel 
engaged on this important mission. 

The EU will also be in a position to assist UNSMIS with the provision of satellite imagery and 
associated analysis by experts of the EU Satellite Centre, so as to respond to the Department of 
Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO)'s request for the provision of timely situational information 
awareness that is vital to the purpose of the mission. The first EU product has already been 
delivered to DPKO at the beginning of this week. This product is covering the city of Horns, as per 
a specific request by your staff. We will continue to support UNSMIS with the required satellite­
based information on a regular basis, and stand ready to react to specific requirements at very short 
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Regarding medical evacuation, the Republic of Cyprus has offered the provision of specialist­
medical and surgical treatment and care through a hospital in Nicosia. Medical facilities in Croatia 
would be available to carry out rehabilitation and reconstructive treatment. Concerning the 
provision of Strategic Medical Evacuation service by air ambulance aircraft, we have not yet 
received concrete offers, but I am aware that some Member States are still considering doing so. I 
have directed my services to keep you updated, if an offer should materialise. 

Finally, the EU will provide a contribution to the Trust Fund established by United Nations 
Department of Political Affairs to support the work of the Joint UN-Arab League Envoy Kofi 
Annan, including for his team's needs related to expert consultancies as well as travel. 

I fully appreciate your request for maintaining discretion with respect to sensitive measures such as 
the provision of satellite imagery and situation analysis and the need to carefully handle any 
communication on such support measures. 

The package I have outlined indicates the EU's commitment to help the Joint Envoy in the 
deployment of UNSMIS and thus to help bring about a cessation of violence. 1 would emphasise 
that besides the importance we see in the EU supporting you in this manner, the EU's hopes and 
expectations are high with regard to the comprehensive implementation of the Annan plan, in 
particular on achieving the objective of launching a Syrian lead political process. 

I plan to discuss all these issues with the EU Foreign Ministers at our next Council meeting on 
14 May, when the EU will recall once more its support to UNSMIS, Envoy Annan's efforts and the 
full implementation of UN Security Council Resolutions 2042 and 2043. 

Yours sincerely, 

Catherine Ashton 
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EUROPEAN UNION 

DELEGATION TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

Head of Delegation 

New York, 11 May 2012 

Excel!ency,J0V J~ r 
Please find attached a letter from the High Representative Ms Catherine Ashton 
addressed to the Secretary-General H.E. Mr Ban Ki-moon. 

I would be grateful if you could kindly transmit this letter to the Secretary-General. 

H.E. Ms Susana Malcorra 

Chef de Cabinet 

UN - room NL-030 18 

222 East 41 st Street, 20th Floor, New York, New York 10017 
Telephone: 2124010113 Fax: 212 758-2718 

omas Mayr-Harting 
Ambassador 


