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Note to the Secretary-General 

ACTION TO COMMUNICATE DECISIONS ON THE LOCATION AND TIMING OF 
THE WORLD HUMANITARIAN SUMMIT 

l. F�liiO\ving your decision with res ectto the location and timing. of the \Vorld 
lumanitarian Summi , have been givmg consiticration to the b<:sl way to communicate yt ur 

ccision given the interest shown by Member States. To tucilitmc this. OCil/\ w� prcran.:d a 

c0111municatiun plgn proposin' a set ucnccd set or messages to maxjJllLL' c tinucd · lJlpw·t f· n 

i nter steel t 1cmher State,s . W c suggest that the initial communication ol l1C ( cc1sion he rdayct 1 
dm:ctl 1y the DSG. leading u� to a formal announcement of the timing. loutllon and concept of 
the Summit in the margins of the General 1\ssembly High-leve Segmen. 

') J pn) )OSe ha 1c DSG n cd wi1h he Permanent Representatives or each oflhe 
,r ·pectin· host�. fXf the mecfmg with the Turkish P. {. t 1e lurk · , h f'ovemmem would 1)c invited 

to host the Summit anc would be asked to confirm their commitment to huldi1 _ he CC\'C11t ·n 

Tstanbu during the 1rst hall' of �0 16. In Ol'(ter to rc-emp he pus.ibil1ty that the S\viss 
Gm rnm�:·n t:_arn s of the decision from an indirect source. the Swiss Permanent Representative 
should ' : �cJl immediately · fterwards. Timely communication is essential to maintain the good 
relationship with the Swiss Government. 'fhe meeting would provide an oppo11unity to thank 
them for the otTer to host the Summit, the work they have done in seeking to make their 
proposals for the Summit interactive and inclusive and to emphasize the need for their continued 
support to ensure the success of the Summit. 

3. I would also like to commw1icate the decision to the President of the ICRC. given his 
engagement on this issue to date and the importance of ensuring that the preparations and agenda 
tor the Summit complement the plans for the Quadrennial Red Cross/Red Crescent Conference 
in late 2015. I will also commw1icate the decision to OCHA senior m<magement, who will then 
be in a position to handle any questions from IASC partners and Member States, should they 
arise bcf()re the timing and location are officially announced to ali Member States and partners. 

4. It will be important to ask to each Permanent Representative that the infonnation remain 
confidential wnil the DSG makes the fonnal announcement on the location and timing of the 
Summit at a side event during the General Assembly scheduled for 26 September from 12:30-
13:30. Talking points and background will be provided to the DSG's oHice in advance of the 
meetings. 

cc: Mr. Eliasson 
Ms. Malcorra 

Valerie Amos 
10 September 2013 



Note to the Deputy Secretary-General 

Communication of the location and timing of the 
World Humanitarian Summit 

Please find attached a note to the Secretary-General on the action to 

Communicate Decisions on the location and timing ofthe World Humanitarian 
Summit. 

I would appreciate if you could kindly submit this to the Secretary-General. 

Valerie Amos 
I 0 September 2013 


