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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH 11 August 1967
EL/ksn

The Federal Council has agreed to make available to the

Secretary-General of the United Nations, for a limited period,

the services of Ambassador E. Thalmann, Chief of the

International Organizations Division of the Political Department.
' ' • „, i

In its resolution 225^ of ik July^967, the United Nations

General Assembly requests the Secretary-General, inter alia, to

report to the Security Council and the General Assembly on the

situation in Jerusalem. Ambassador Thalmann, acting as the

personal representative of the United Nations Secretary-General,

is entrustedkwith the preparation of this report.

In acceding to the Secretary-General's request, the Federal

Council wishes to demonstrate the desire of Switzerland to

contribute to any measure aimed at restoring peace in the Middle

East as well as its firm will to co-operate • with the United

Nations to this end.



Ambassador Thalmann received instructions and signed

andreturned contract.

Will leave as agreed,i.e. Monday, August 21st, SR 330

(leave Zurich 1 p.m., arrive Tel Aviv 5.35 p.m.).

Collaborator?
>

Ambassador Thalmann wishes to have at his side person
,1- v̂

of confidence who could be present during interviews

and discussions, take notes and help,if necessary in/ /

the material organization of the mission.

In view of the difficulties the Secretary-General fore-

sees to obtain agreement by Israel, it might be prefe-

rable to call upon a UN civil servant of Swiss nationa-

lity. Ambassador Thalmann thinks in the first place of

Remi Gorge or, if not available, of Andr£ Bovay, who is

due to arrive in New York on August 21st.

If these two persons cannot be detached, a person of con-

fidence, able to receive Israeli agreement, should be

found.

Until departure, communications through Swiss Observer

Office, New York.

Press Release will be published as enclosed.

-ft*
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Clarification with regard to mission:

Ambassador Thalmann assumes gathering information means

information about conditions prevailing after control

taken by Israel authorities in the whole of Jerusalem.

Main activity would therefore have to be the examination

of situation in Old City, especially status and treatment

of arab residents, their property and the situation of

the Holy Places.

Does this mean establishing a catalogue of the measures ta-

ken and examine the way they are applied?

Does this still correspond to your description of the mis-

sion made to me on Tuesday, August 8th, when you said that

your representative should have mainly conversations with

the population and religious leaders in order to find out

their feelings?



l._JRgLIGICUS AND CllfiISfJ?IA

1, Bishop Hajib Qubein

2. Mr. Labib Nasser

5. Dr. Amin MagaJ

4. Lr« Goor;:;e l̂ arab.

5* Mr. Daoud Telil

6» Mr, Baja Eissa

^ (Doc-ument So, S/8110)

1. I'lr «, Anwar el-Eliatib

2a Dr. iJaoud ei-lrasseini

3. 'Mr. Ibrahim Bakr

4, Hr. Mulisen Abu Msiaer

fc.
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UMTIONS
GENEVA (SWITZERLAND)

CONFIDENTIAL FOR SPINELLI FROM NARASIMHAN. FOLLOWING PRESS RELEASE WILL BE

ISSUED AT 10.00 a.m. LOCAL TIME TOMORROW YOUR TIME 3.00 p.m. QUOTE UNQUOTE

(Cable Editor, text ia attached)

cc: Mr. Leraieux

C.V. Narasiffihan
Chef de Cabinet



UNITED N A T I O N S

S E C U R I T Y

C O U N C I L

Distr.
GENERAL

S/8121*
Ik August 1967

JRIGINAL: ENGLISH

Note by the Secretary-General

1. In paragraph 3 of resolution 225*4- (ES-V) of Ik July 1967, relating to

Jerusalem, the General Assembly requested "the Secretary-General to report to the

Security Council and the General Assembly on the situation and on the

implementation of the present resolution".

2. In order to obtain information on the situation in Jerusalem as a basis for

his report to the Security Council and the General Assembly, the Secretary-General

has appointed Ambassador Ernesto A. Thalmann of Switzerland as his Personal

Representative in Jerusalem for this purpose. Ambassador Thalmann is expected to

arrive in Jerusalem on 21 August 1967 and to stay there for approximately two

weeks. His mission will be solely to obtain information as a basis for the

Secretary-General's report to the Security Council and the General Assembly and

will not entail any negotiations in relation to the implementation of the above-

mentioned General Assembly resolution.

3. The Secretary-General has received the assurance of the Government of Israel

that it "ill co-operate with Ambassador Thalmann1s mission and will give him all

necessary facilities and information.

h. The Secretary-General takes this opportunity to express his warm appreciation

to the Government of Switzerland for making Ambassador Thalmann available for this

appointment at short notice.

* Also issued under the symbol A/6785-

67-18816



U N I T E D N A T I O N S

Press Services
Office of Public Information

United. Nations, N.Y.

(FOR USE OF INFORMATION MEDIA — NOT AW OFFICIAL RECORD)

Press Release SG/SM/79U
15 August 1967

SECRETARY-GENERAL APPOINTS PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE

TO REPORT ON SITUATION IN JERUSALEM

The Secretary-General today announced the appointment of Ambassador Ernest

A. Thalmann as his Representative in Jerusalem for the purpose of obtaining

information in order to facilitate his report to the Security Council and the

General Assembly. This is an ad hoc assignment to assist the Secretary-General

in carrying out the terms of the resolution A/RES/225̂  (ES-V) of ik July 1967,

in which the General Assembly in paragraph 3 "Requests the Secretary-General to

report to the Security Council and the General Assembly on the situation and

on the implementation of the present resolution."

Ambassador Thalmann, as the Secretary-General's Personal Representative,

will gather information on the situation in Jerusalem for use by the Secretary-

General in his report to the Council and the General Assembly. Ambassador

Thalmann is expected to arrive in Jerusalem on 21 August and to stay there not

more than two weeks. His mission will be solely to obtain information and will

not entail any negotiations in relation to the implementation of the General

Assembly resolution.

The Secretary-General has received the assurance of the Government of

Israel that it will co-operate with Ambassador Thalmann's mission and will give

him all necessary facilities and information.

Ambassador Thalmann is at present Head of the Division of International

Organizations in the Federal Political Department of the Government of

Switzerland. He served as Permanent Observer of Switzerland to the United

Nations from June 1961 to March 1966. He was born on Ik January1191̂  in

Bellinzoria, Ticino, Switzerland. Ambassador Thalmann has served in the Swiss

Federal Government since 19̂ -5.

(For further biographical details see press release BIO/512, issued today.)

45- *** *
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Le Conseil federal a accepte de mettre a la

disposition du Secretaire general des Nations Unles

U'Thant, pour une periode drune duree limitee^ 1'Ambas-

sadeur E. Thalraann, Chef de la Division des organisations

Internationales du Departemenis politique.

Dans sa 'resolution 2254 du 14 juillet 1967,

I'Assemblee generale des ̂Nations Unies prie le Secretaire

general de faire notamment rapport au Conseil de securite

et & 1'Assemblee generale sur la situation & Jerusalem.

L1 Ambassadeur Thalmann agissant en tant que representant

personnel du Secretaire general des Nations Unies recueil-

lera h Jerusalem a 1' intention de ce dernier les informa-

tions qui constitueront la. base de son rapport au Conseil

de securite et & 1'Assemblee generale.

En accedant a la requite du Secretaire general.,

le Conseil federal entend marquer le desir de la Suisse

de contribuer & toute mesure visant & retabllr la paix

dans le Moyen-Orient ainsi que sa ferrne volonte de colla-

borer a cet effet avec les Nations Unies.

L' Ambassadeur Thalmann est attendu a Jerusalem

le 21 aoftt et y restera environ quinze jours,

(P.



U N I T E D N A T I O N S

Press Services
Office of Public Information

United Nations, W.Y.

(FOR USE OP BSTORMAT10N MEDIA ~ WOT AN OFFICIAL RECORD)

Note Ho, 3334
15 Axigubt 1967

NOTE TO CORRSSPOEDEOTS

The following statement was made by a United Nations spokesman at the

daily briefing for the press today:

"The mission to Jerusalem being undertaken by Ambassador Ernesto Thalmann,

as announced today, has its origin in a proposal advanced by the Secretary-

General because of an obvious need. The resolution of the General Assembly

on Jerusalem adopted on l.k July 196? calls upon the Secretary-General to

report to the Security Council and the General Assembly on the situation in

Jerusalem as well as on the implementation of the resolution.

"The Secretary-General concluded that a personal representative of the

Secretary-General sent to Jerusalem for a short time for the sole purpose of

gathering information would be the best means of obtaining independent data.

"The mission now being sent, in conception, procedure, function and

duration is exactly the same as defined in the Secretary-General's original

proposal. There have been no changes in it and no conditions relating to it

as a result of consultations about it."



Ernesto A. Thalmann

Special to The Wew York Time ' V i,'

/GENEVA, Aug 15—An' ex^
^-*tiaordmary capacity for
hard work—remarkable even
in a countty thai; is noted for
her hard-working civil serv-
ants—is the distinguishing
mark of Dr Emesto A Tnal-
mann, who has now taken
on the task of jeporting to
the United Nations 'on the

Man
in the
News

situation in
sa l em i Although
Switzerland has
refused to jom!th,e
U n i t e d Nations,

i ' *; 'Dr Thalmann be-
came! one of the European ex
ports on the organization
during his term as the head,

i of the Swiss observer mission
f, from 1961 to 1966 /
' Asked today what he did

for relaxation when, he was t
\ not) supervising i Swiss rela- .
j, tions with the United Na-
i tons and other international
fj organizations Dr Thalmann, i

who 13*53 years oldj replied,
' Mostly I work "

minutes from fhe Foreign
^Ministry in Berne and/ Dr
Thalmann' conceded that lie
goes out every now and then
"I suppose all Swiss should
ski,' he said .,

Gardens and Reads
Away from, the office he

spends most c" '

,v United Nation

His way to relax t
1 ^ J is to work

top assistants,' Francis T P
Plimpton and Charles Yost

Dr Thalmann's woik as, a
United Nations negotiator
continued after his retuin to
Berne when he, took over
the Foreign Ministry's divi
sion of Intei national Organi-
vzatioh Affairs

An isolationist group in
Geneva, which charged that
employes of the United Na
tions and related agencies
had caused the city's housing

, shortage and other problems,
had created the impression
that Switzerland wanted
them all to get out

2 As one of the four ranking
permanent officials of the
ministry, he went to work

1 immediately to improve rela
tions between the fedeial
Government, and the United
Nations agencies and to edu-
cate- the Swiss to the jmpor-j
tance of keeping the agencies^

__ ,— . _ jp Geneva V a
^fehlily-moved tack to Zurich The federal Government!

sWttp-n TrrniacfrtiTttnlmnn-n mac , T , » * n \ Aestablished Jin observer (here?1*

on international affairs He is
proficient m German, French
and English i

i a v <Jan 14, 1914 in /Tjcino, the

, Switzerland which
aecounts for hi? Italian first

£f IHis father had moved there
'" .dm Zurich to set up an artt-

W

ErnestoVThalmann was
j-years old^It'was mf Zurich

Dr Thalmann went to
school and the umver-

VI -> ff S

addition to1 retaining his
iowledge of Italian, Thai-

decided to learn
jrench, ^and did it so well
;rjat,when he comes to Gene
Von United ^Nations busi-
j£ss, his accent is indistin-

Juishable from that of the
Presidents of this fF'rench-
ffspeaking legion^ ^ } t

Learns Ehgfish} Too ^^ jT '
During^ t>T>fr , Thalmann's

rstay A the United States—
he was in the Swiss Embassy
an Washington foi/fotir years

to discuss
lems and has
efforts to provide Ithem
'the buildings needed forft
continued expansion

In Goveinment \
After taking his doctoi,

in law Di Thalmann worl
briefly in the legal depii
ment of the Zurich can "'
government, then transfi
to the finance depar!

''During World War "
joined the federal
Jnent's Office of
'Arts, Crafts and"
Berne '
' In addition' to his assign

ments in New York and
Washington he has served inbefore going torNew York—

^he ..acquired alMost as com-,, s Pans and Prague
^plete a mastery^of^Enghsh as- , A, Roman Catholic, he
he1 had of the • other Man^' r married in 1943 to Dr I
guages J" < •> ^ ^ rft >
, He< looks back on Jiis five
years at tlie United Nations
as a tremendous challenge "t
^ His ]o6j he ^Sed to say, , ., T , „ , . ,

kwas the same a^ that>of the Anthohy 19 is a student in
newspaper correspondents to E'fsiedeln Switzerland, and
report what was going on " 5 1

A
ntend

1f/r
 to ^ a, ^er

„ < , 5 i T. t Anne Mane ^16, and George
He had Deviously been t who was born' m Washm

s
g

deputy, director pf the For- ton 1959 are both stu.
eign Ministry news depart- x dents m

f
 schools m Beme

ment, and he took advantage Service m the Mlddle East

was
Paula

Degen of Basel, a dentist
Who continued her practice
for some ̂  years after their
marriage

have three children

of 'Switzerland's neutral sta will hot be a new experiencei , n t - ,- V V i J . t J i W U J L ' C i C l l l t ' V V V^AU'^i, lljlIUl-.

tus to develop/friendships^ for Dr Thalmann He was
among all the blocs

Some of his closes't friends
were in the United States
delegation in those^days, lie
recalls, particularlyj th$ late
Adlat E Stevpnsbnr and his

stationed m Cairo for( a time
following the Suez crisis of
1956, when Switzerland rep
'resented the''interest's of the
British apd French m the
United Arab Republic



17 August 1967

Bear Ambassador

I write tfels letter to you as a follow-up to sty letter of

12 August, lia order to briag to your attention a few points not

covered In tfeat earlier ecsmsuRlcstioa.
First of all, 1 wish to point out that tlie Permanent Representative

of Israel here has assured me you will have the full cooperation of
Ms Gô rasient in your raissioa and that you will Have full freedom of

ssoveaseat and access la the City of Jerusalem. I interpret this as

necessarily meaning that you id.ll have freedom to sseet and ts.ll'. with
eayoae in the Old City if you consider it helpful to your mission to

do so. I interpret thia also as iseaaing that you would have the right

is all such meetiâ  and tallis to »e aloae aad not to have present

any representative of th© Government s-f Israel̂  civilian or military.

I ̂ ouM consider it Indispensable to the effective fulfilliaent of

your taisBion that yon should "be able to carry on your talks without

aay sueh pr6sea.ee. I say this to you only to alert you to a possibility
that a "liaisoa officer" ajigfet be assigned to you who sigM wish to

be with you at your msetingŝ  whicb 1 hope and,, ia fact, assume is only

reraote. I will, however̂ , convey my assmption la this regard to the
Peroaseat Represeatstive of Israel.

You will not, of' course, be expected to go into the streets of

Jerusalem and coMuct interviewsj that would "be physically hopeless

and.,, in any ciase,, migjbit serve only to create coimaotion. A more realistic

problem is that of talltiag with es-Arab officials of Jerusalem,, soiae

of v&offl are still in the Old fiity^ ̂ rfiile other-s har® been exiled, tou

Aabassador Ernesto «
His Bxcelleacy

A
of tfee Jatei'natioasl

Bivieion of the Political Separtoeat
Switzerland



-a-

, so doubt, wish to talk to the Arab Mayor and other elected officials

of the Old City who are, I understand, still resident there although no

longer functioning la their official capacities. I would assraie -that if

you request to see them you will be enable*! to do so. As to those who

have bees ©Kiled, such as the former Governor of Jerusalem who, I so®

told; is confined to the city of Sa£a&, you could ask the appropriate

Israel authorities to bring the persoa or persons concerned to Jerusalem

for the interview lay you. Sfaere are eoa -official exiles from Jerusalem

in Assfisan and other places in Jordaa, but. 1 would think it not essential

for you to try to contact them. 1 thlah it would be advisable for you

to follow the principle that since the General Assembly resolution refers

to the situation in Jorusalom you will not be going outside of the City

is pursuance of your- task.

Some of those exiled from Jerusalem are ne,Eisd in document 8/8110

vhich is asjosg the documents which 1 enclose with this letter for- your

iafonaatioa.

Among the religious leaders you may wish to see., I mention the

follcwingsi

Bishop
Ilasaer

Kr. George
Mr. Baoiad Stelll
Mr. Ifê a Etssa.

In view of the short time at your disposal, made necessary by the

obligation which I have to submit a report without saieh sore delay,

I do not expect the informatics you will gather to be in any sense

exhaustive. J do hope that you will fte stole to get some very clear

impressioas of the situation which now exists in order that I may mate

a meaningful snd objective report to the Security Council and the General

Assembly.

With feest t?£Shes?

Yours sincerely,
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