
.. "i r 

,_ 

TO nm PRBSIJ'l ~.'-2, ');' 11:1::.. "! t;C .. S'.::.1.;.· 1 ; .• .[. I'\ 

AID' .t')·{RSIDr /:i< :· . oc:;: ;i:pr B 

Deb-:r ColJ.e:1gt:e, 

'(fo 'i;d::e plonsur':l in ::.ending yo1,;. ~.tt:- cho1 t 110 cor,-:1· of ", lette:.i:· :rocoiv,.,,~ 
fi~cm Ha.r5cr0t K. r,::·nco: Chief~ £1oc··;i '1 on t ·:c Stn-cun of ,-!oi;1on, Unite 'J 
Ka;tioua,. Ifow Yo:;.•·.~~ 1 oL, r,z Fc]l r·-~ ,' copy o::' tl0 0 >iei:;olution No. 1326 
(XLIV) o f t :10 '<'co~10 ,~ic ~...11C;. Scc:i c.l Colrncil rclatinc· to · ::.ni:!.y Plnnninz 
a ul tl10 Ste.tl:'.8 o? WO CB, -~o.s;ctho:; .. • : 1:i. t~l "'cc-0:::.1..,tion ro. XYI:rI adopted 
by the Iuto:r.n~tio1r 1 Con.i:orenco c, 1:·mn: r!it,hts r~ch:rnn, :r-oJ.3,ting t o 
f.Iur'lan Ri.ghts Aspcct'r; o::: ~ a.nily ! J.r md.nf•, cent -co :.11 !:. u~~•oye1·nmePtn.l 
o~ganiznti us conce~nee. 

In ·th .s CC!!nCCtio:u m~:;; UC C-,l)p~:csc:1 yon with ·1;1-.u 2'0( ue ... -~ to CO:i.'H,l.O.C:·~ 

whe her you l:'OuJ.d find it fcanihlc to t·Lc1c:r.··~t· 1:c e, survcz, :i.n :_:~our 
cot:n"br y on the basin of the ::n.1:JB'C:3tio,;G n2c.o b;:,· tho 1Jnitei' .,•tiom; in 
t ho clocu-:nonts 0ubmi t ted .• 

We shall be happy to receive your comments in this matter and c ain, 

Sincerely youro, 

Cher Colleg,.1e, 

Nous avons le plaiair de vous envoyer ci-joint la copie d'una lettro 
regue do Margaret K. Bruce, Chef de ln Section de la Condition de la 
Femme, Nations Unies, New York, ct une copie do la Resolution No. 
1326 (XLIV) du Conseil Economiqu.e o·t ocial, relative a la. PJ.anifica­
i;ion d 1.a. Fru::iille et la Condi•cion dos Fera;nos. Dtatitre partr nous v ua 
f'.dressons copie d0 la. R~,solution No. XVIII adop·i;co par le. Conference 
I:_ter:na.tionale des Droits de l'Romme, a Tcheran, qui se rapporte aux 
Droits de l'Homme et Planning Familial. Leo documents mention11es plua 
h·ut ont ate adressca a toutes les org niswtions non-gouvernement le~ 
i1 tc5resaees. 

Dans ce contcnct0, ::.1o··s :--,yous l ehonnm,r d.c ~•ou::: .~cm.,ndcr:' ct e·:.'"'r:iiner. :3' .;_,_ 

vous sern.it j,1osoihJ.c t1 1 Cl.1'~:r01)::enci.2?0 , a·-m::J \'·ot:..o ~-·.r-,yr:: 1 1::::,e ;-;_;r_r,c GPr J..1. 
base c1os su,3gc scicmc fc.itos pe.:r. :!.es r:•,dionr t"::d.1s d:....n~ 2.c::; ·ocm:1c:.--• ·;r. 
pr ci tes. 

lfous s erions heur eu:0 <Jo recovoir vo s cc:.:mcmbi:_•')::; on :·.:-:, rn-1.tir. ·:e ct 
nou s vous !)rj_o:n...: de c~~o·~~L'e~ chor '}ol::uc,c~ ·,, no:J ::cn:t:i..·10_ ;;::; "-3 ;';lf'i~.! E.T,., 

TI. dr.> ~':,ttcv.i Ue 
~

1 ccrot~.1.:-:~ Ge~.,f,;;::~ 1 
.c~~t~i~e ~6~lr~l 
1,/ '.,. /' ,,,(. 'z,i//£ ,-t' <. 

: I 
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1..1 !fou ... governm0l ... Rl OrganiZ£'.tJ om; conoerue 

Nr:cgo.:rc · K Bn,ce C ief 
Ecctic11 011 ~he St~tns < f HO'il':m 

Sv.BJ .... Xl 1I' : Further study of the 7.'<~lationship of the 
§la tJ.!_Sc_ 2f .,2£¥!.E~~ 8,JlLJmn(!.:V:. _p_lgP-12=!-Il(i 

Hay I d:r:au you.r at·.,entiou ·~o 1<:co11omic ant Social Cr.,,u.nc: 1 r0sol1 
~ 326 (XLIV) entitled; 'l?a.mily pl··nnjng a.no :i;he si:;-,;i;.ns of ·o!'lent, -.do 
oa 31 m:i.y 1968 on · he r iCOnu.,wnda·;;;ion of the Coma11sD.i..Oll on -~he 8ta.t11s o ... 

o o .... ~ \\,mono A copy of ~che full toxt of. this re'"'olution is cnc.LOaed hereu.i. t· 

I~ -will be noted that, in >-his resolution,. the Gom:wil, Tgj;;~E , J : 

0 9 

1 ~ "~-9,.~e_g·&! ·the Sacrota.ry-General to 'tranzmt t ·:-he interim :repo:r:t 
rele,ting to the status of Poiuen and famil;r pla.rmiu.,g to Stn!.er; Menb r 
of the United Ne: tions a:na. meobers of th~) S'"'ecic lj_zcd ~erwies, to ·he 
specialized agenc::.c!:J c~ncernod and ·~o i11tere0ted non .... gcvernc ent l 
orgam.za.tio!lo; 

2o :nvi tes i terested G::)VG--rnmen·~a of States 11embers of ti.i; 
UnitecCITatlons snd roernbe1:o of tl10 specialized agencies: 

(a) to under+ · tio:-1'1.l ourv ,., 
of w::,me-1 and f p. .n.:n, i:1.,. to ~,ccount sue 
impH catio1.,_ fo s "'.ms of m. ·ho c 
on economic · nd · aJ de-i p t; ;ors 
r0late dlr J, st ~o the 
for matex · .1 \ o e; "" of 
progi•ru:;,..,nes in r 
pop •lation gro• 
in par~ioular t:e 

on 
d f..,.,, :1i 
ghts om 

(b) to m~ke t~ ei · d · ng"' c.c,v·:u.1, b' G t.o tho f ac.r.e, 
t 1·1e baena ~·or a f'i: re o:r.t on -~h:>.f' qv< , t on 

4. Reauests interest -
~vail~ble=to ~h6 Socre, r 
f~ct.ors rrentioned in I • 

You may also be h1+.c. ·eo l;.., 
and 6 of C01moil resol tic 1 1; 6 
i'otn:th session (Hay 6 ) · p rov· 
on the Str cus of Worn th.a.11 1!ro 
contintto the study O­
rep~rt on the furih 
thi::i field. 

Measn.rc-o th t 

ou ~ cgf' d ".' opert 1,j_ 

·he Counc 1 ·t 

of ..! J.4 ls.:· 
·' f .lly pla:n:cJ.n 

ta en b~ the Co 1 
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di.saemina~ion o- ea.ucai;:i.ou~.l :Lr~10:i:.·mr·t.tovr 1nc1.uo J. 1, ce:::~ c . LC~'.GJ on r- c 

marriago counselling, 

~#ing that such pzograr-,ncs a.s they ~.,ro evolv:..n~ ;of""v V<:' 
important i nlj cations fo::: women in se~reral ~ieJ.d.s, 

L ,f!e_g~!),!t~ the Sec:-::etnr ·-Crener:il to trru.1srr:i. t the i:1ter: n: 1.'" 7 ort 
relating to the status of wor11on n. 1d fr:~ 1ily plm11.1in~ gj to Jt,.,tes Al(." 1er;:; 
of the United Jfa.tions and meTJherc of bw specialized 8gonciesv to i; .e 
specialized agencies concerned., and ~;o interested non-g:,vernme11 t"~ or : J.Z • 

tions; 
2. I:o.vi tes in ter0sted Gover':ll'1en-cs o i:' S·--~tec, He 1bei;;-s of the 1,,, · t,~, 

nations and.....,memb0rs of the sneci"'Lt.zctl r:::;cnci.es: 

(§.) 1:ro u..Y2dert0.ke uation.A} r-,rve;rB or c~so tlia.:i.eo on tho <;t, .... t,, r; 

women and famiJy plan .. 1i11g .. taki. ~ 1.1to "CGouni; £Pel _ ,c:~o:tG rs tre i .c"­
tion for the sta.t,·s of wor,eu o.i.' t:bc e.f'fectz of :>o1ml· ticn ·;rowth or.. 
economic aritl sooieJ tlevelopment~ ;.·r-uc'i;ors affecti .. [ . .1.'e..:-tll1 t,;; ·:.;he's -<' 1.: ,.,( 
directly to t!:ie ste:tn.s of uo:Jer.., t.1e implics.tionE of fc m.l.r s1zc .for 
oaternal arid child welfare the·sco11e of exirJtb1g r--·rUv p1 c,vming -·~o­
es in relation to tbe s ~a tu~ o.f uo c11, nw'1. C" cront t :" ,.4 s 
growth encl frn1i J y sj ze sm1. t"tie ti.ro tee tior.1. of '1t. 
the rig1ts of ~omen; 

(!?) fo ma:e tb .ir fiudinµ,s nv:nlaole to th, Bcws:ct···~~-Gc·ie"l:' ·1 ~ 
baais for 1 f11.r 1,h.0-.,. repor i on this 11~1J"!tion; 

1/. General As•,emoly resolat.i.on 226; (XXII). 
?} Ji'./CNc6/497 



'"t "" .... c t• ,;, .."'1"' •p Ce,,., .• .. o "" .. ' .-:'t · 1' , .: i 

-~- ... :·it t:~ ._ ' l l .\., iJ1 ( .~ i, ,-.\(_,. °' l.t )I"• i :\•_"• ~~f_, .,:'.. 
, . 

,1 ,..., Ct ) •• \, }...,. .. .. . j t ,.-

,"t lu I t'I,.,,,"- uf •~ t,;,),U.•J '"'l_,.,"f\ (,. ',, ... • ... •,it;" t : ,i.. f - I l(j ~; r:.: . ( I • ·"' I • l ... 

:_ ~ ~ :c:_' J,.~~,::....~ .. ::,-~ '.~~ vf life :tLl J w-l. ,e--;. ~., .. ,,t c 

f'1vono <a-,,,,J ,, +•1~.t J' t"ir,",: l,'1 ,- .• •',,-, •. •J.••·.,' ,• ':;•f',•, .. •' Ul e:----~ -- •-'=5'!•':-"'-", r ~ _,T -111."-'- - v.,. -" _,_ "'-' - -

~;;n i"tir;hts Htt\tc · jri~er a:i::'~ tl1~_,/., r~1, 1" -;. .. ~.er~ .... ,~ ~ .. -;: 
./' t to marr~r n c1 fo·1~d ·"a'··r;,t1 .j 1 y l.-11...:. t . t ;; ' · ·; · 

,, ,,··,.mental g.r.ouu ,-.:f soo.i.e·l:;~r, 

R~g~!Jnfi. C e:ie-.r.· .} '.E,,H,:;:"JLJ y rr "C'' 1 • 1 "':.c· 
_. ,.,,CG which recog:rd ~;.,(1 i..a:te:r alia the .· · >"~ 

, ~1 •·::~om.oti.a.g ~he1.. ..n.-n, ·por11iY;:f{;n po 1 , ... 
.,Lri.~ tl'e size o·r' +· C "'.:;·.~ly cl o•-1~, bf'I ~~ C; ·•r , 

ff~,il;r. 

Recall:i.J.1g ,,1.,1c 

t·orld Health/ ssembl.r~ E 

J 
'· 

conclusions o' 1;! ..: ~¥r,,l.'1 .. -: Po,;1,, 1 .. ·~: .. ,.•i..i c,.,:.. : <; c, ~ :1 
1965 on the subject of family plarminge 

!!,9,_•i:JJ.m, with interest that the Commission on ·i;he ,.>tt1tus o.i : oLV~t 
has begun to study the '.relationship between family rila.:nni,.1 C.fi.G-_ th0 s:i,~•-'cL' 1 

of \:lomen, 

noting_J!i.J.~£ the Decle:!.:'aticn on :Popu1r:tion of lC D0cer.1bor 1966r­
now si~od by ;o Ilead::: of State o:i: Gove..:ll!Jlentr 

k!j.J:!V:i;.1:,,&, that it is timcJ ~- ·~o 6.ra.w nt·tmrtion ·to the cornt~:idon 
bet,ieen populn"Cion growth and human righ;;sv 

lo .9ps,2rv.~.f3 that ~he preom.1.t ra1,j.d ra.te of populn·ticn gro·rth .1..~'.I. 

some areea of the t'!'o:r.•J.d hampers tte struggle ~.g2vinst hunger rric, ")ovort:, 1 

a.nd in particular reduces the por1Gibili tier1 of rr-.pldly achieving ede"'unte 
ata.ndards of living, including f.oodp cJ otl:dng:t housing, !11Eic1ical cn·,~o,, 
social seclll'i -liy, education and. soci '11 aervic00, ·l;horeb;~r i':!l7r-,i:ring ·che ·i'u)l 
realization of human rights; 

2. ~~~Z_!! that moderation oS: t~1e p:.cesent ~...,tc of :-;_:opulc."(,.!.on 
gro ·1th in such areas would enhance the condi-tim.1'~ for o'~fG::!:i:nr ,-re3,tc'.c 
opportuni tiee for the enjoyment oi.' hmn .. 'u rig: .. rtrJ ".u,~ tho iu:,rovi:r~snt of' 
living conditions for each person; 

3. Q..op._;;lide!§ tha/i; couples have a basic .. n ~-in. rig• 1 ·: 

and :responsibly on the number and ai?nciug of th,~ir cni 1 .. ~re·l 
to adequate ed.ucation and in.formation in t!,is re .. n;iect; 

L~B P-:;,g.Q! Membe.t' States and United :"fatic,,10 bol,iN1 rnfi ~;,,CW" r.:..i.. t ~ 
agencies ":oncerned to give close attention to the imJJlicnLio.nP .:':.-/1:· th,.., 
e .oroise of human rights of the present rapid rate of fricn.•Ei:.. 80 in · .J'i 1. • 

popt1le.tio.no 
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1 f Cll\li () " 1 ad O .• C 6 G ]. c J 1 
.. ) h .. co·1r~i t.' r 1 1 c - .., _c 

· nd • 

·.1 

flJ_ ~ Frie J 0 Seer 't..~ir, gen"":: 
.1.ntcr1.u,a.ir 3 sur' lL ~- .1.a.niJ. _l,.,8, vl C':i. GO , . f ~ ~:.. ··_ ·~ Ct "1 

-"o 1·~ .:eram•J u.u:; L".;~t.s M::.ml,res cc l~U!."·'~11is .~ 1 cn: r· ~: t:u.1.1 

.Jpecia:1 ise0s .,omp(·.,_,nt0.:.. e ~ :1,UY er ><,inistJ:'cic.£' no•·1 C O'lVerr•rmE,nt~,J L'e 
intcS:.:. o:rnee;.;; 

"2, _I_nv:i.tq 1.0s go, rcrncmsin.ts · :. 1te::;"r:::-scs jes Et•,-~;:; Mcn1bref.J 
de l w 0:.cg:.-,.niaation 1'8;: natic"'ls Utli:"' ou r ~ •tr>l.'?:: ,.. 0 in.•'7; tut·i c :1.~ 
sp2cialir.e1?s: 

~I 

cas ( au.,p):G au· 
r ue-t,~ ' n.,_t,j, 1 c.lc:., rt .. cc. 

· ce1'"_._,,o:1 .. ..,;, 1 4 ~ ..(~.u:.c. (]-, lr 
~~. rt; liom~)t""' de. . f't ctourf; ·~elo 

ql.: los ..:-5 )e::r.cr::>r-.i.o.u 
cffets c!0 :·_•tee ~',is..,, 
tco::.omi.c:iue et scd.l' l 
qui 011 t un ra_:>poy •. d 
ciience ~e la enF 
ri;;· ·c 0t d.e 1 g 0r f. 1• c. 
p.l~njfj,cation de .inf 

.. t' • c,, •. j)C.11-:· e,0 , i•~i l "'err1:i.1c ) Jr~ 
1cnt c og:t,.. .. .1tc. .. /' crrv 
les .1.a.c. J,~ • ··s t 1.21 .. 1 ,( 

eDf:i.n, les ten ,. _ner:. ·tt1, C, 

et do la limenclon de iJ !a~·lJ~ ~ .~ 
droits de 1u1..omm0. note.m icmt d0 ceu:-: t 1• 

..ll.➔ .. 

fo 

• 0 toe,. , <.'•Yl 

p) 11 f::,1ro c':'r:1rii;· ,.) ·,u 'c-,.r§t :· _., ~;.§:. •.,, l .!_, ,' •. '3 

oonclusiom; qui se .. ·1.ri:ront de bnie ~~ ,"1 Lou-.. · u !.~ :.,pert '"LU' 1-"l. 
quest5.onv 

" 
En ce qui concernc 1cc nr{..,gr"pheB ~ et 6 t.l' disposi tif fe J ,., 

'10 

r.eeo:t11.tion p:,,:,cfoi~-~e je c:r:ois 1t1.le . ·nd_. er qnc le c..-,1 ,e1·. 
{co rique et 80Cl.e1 a S:1 qil.' - ~L°!.;u,qu." ... L. e 8(,t;S.i.on., en lTici l'.:,JV 
a. appl..'Ot1ve 1~~ :reccmmr-.ad...,tior.t .. ~r lo .. Corm,:.~ ... i"'I1 Oc 1--... co11di t.1011 c~e :~. 
femme i:1vi. ~nt !'Ll'.N.? Fe1:v~ .. Jipi l. : \ 
ncn1.-r·s :i vre J. e tu; Cl de le C'OUO.. '· :.Oll G O't -f:i C 

a.mille c ~ a. r J, dr ,· co s ,...,."i'11 , r· t•t·r, 
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0 .... 
le e-t 

:,)~r ,h y,S.301.iticn :'>ll (Y·:r)~ en de.te du 17 dee m1:rr"" 
f.. rel o a roconnu lt r,;e,1 ve:re.i11 t-:5 dee n· tJ.onn en ce 

. ati r et .. n ·1.t o c ~ o~n:n:-c de leur proprc poli tig_1 e 
c d-time t ·enu du princij_)O sclon le<_u.Gl chaque f lle 
termino::- librc:-. cnt le :nc"lbi~O ~e son mcmbres. 

Co id'rant q_ e 
·-~-:"-~~ -- #) f 

ation a l 6 egn_, des 

cl1:,n9 1::. Docl&r".tion .m · l16limi·~a.tion do la disc ;·. 5. 
fcr!I .. os i/. atlopt~o ~, l '-:.m~•1.:.i.oi t6 le 7 novombre 19'>'? n 

c~ ..:>occnu~1 "'UX h t .c.· ot =UJ.: f cnmes des ~r its e .-:-,;.u.x 
e.cce s m,_x re '!.f,oic:,11e; CD ts d r orciro cc~uct, ,;j f 1 cm: l ssemblee gen rale 

ce qui coucerne 1 
et'tant d O ~sst~ro:.:- le. sm_tc c·~ 10 bicn_.:•;;1:c ee leur i'a.nillc 

manda.t ct lee , otivlt's •lcr. o-:,'.:pl!:Lsmos des ri t:cnt: Unic:::: 
i e demog1:aphiquc. 

lemcnt ~_;_~--
·.rice:; qui ccn 

1 J.e -tre.i t z c➔:1t 
1°enfa~t ainsi guc la 

~ ~ y compris 1' (due ~tJ.on 

icrJJ.0:-1 oc 1.ri •. '.:'rwulle 
ru ., 

i(u~e d~ ~ 1~ 
~ emcntz ~ 

c ~on□cils mnt-i~on.~~-

P.~,.,. nn3,ir. can·~ cuo J. ,.., rog::cu:m. os do t't.lt-;<:. t·n·c a_ui. p:L"enncnt fox'!lle 
6. 1 1r:. ()r,.;,.,ut--::: "O" • ..;0 "l c .co.:: : ou,:- lias feni""es c.· 

1 .. Prie le Secr§taire 
-=== la pJ.au:i.f.icn.tio"l '.r:.. ltl. 

't·,ts Hemb:r.)::: d.3 l '0:r:3 
_s s:sc:..r:,:Usees, • Ll 
~ ,..u.sa tj ons non g0 rTl-'">:"'IlG 1n,. 1

.;· 
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f 
C 

'? l 
_,., 
71 

t~£ :o rn~~ort 1~ -~~-
t . l ., ... "/' . .' OU C 8 .Lfl • CIT. ~ _:f 
-~ L, ot.. 'E-"'.1b~0s .:.T.1. •• 

co:n">,- ~en~G; et ~ ·-

. E' l,1 e~l 

ctu~.1.s ./:f 

_2, ..... CL1"!!.() f e 5,.n c) .- l co 
l:' p iq_tHI c:,t ue f 1. ~vl SJ l1 de •. 

nca droi t,., ci.1 Ji\- or•u:•c ot ~ r-mt cJ.s 

.. w r 
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!!.a l~Q.n:f .e:r;.C!i-:_c~,-J:uierna. ti,Qnl3,_l,S ... 9-e s~ f..:-:qi_t,s _ _§_.,e=_l~~~n~,» 

li,_:p1~elq,~ -~ la volont6 ci.~s peuple;::;; aos :rTa.tions Uniou, tcllo c- 1' 0lle 
est o:r:;:irimee dans la. Char'ce~ de !)::t·oclPi't!e~:-:- h :10"7C.:".~' J.ctii~ ro.i.. d·~na lcs 
droi to fonclam.entr-.u~ de l 1 ~10 .me. dcno ln. cl.i.;P-'i t : et J . .:1 YalGn.:r ,:<:.: 1 '"-', 

pc.r so·me hcmmine, dons P (~[;.".-li t6 don d:r:o:i. t~-; :· us : o~ ·:es ot <.-;.or . e J,..•c;:: ~ 
a.inEli q_11e dos nations: CTXt\llt .. CG ct 1;etitcs, ~c f~\·~ro:t·i0or lo :,:i}OP-1~~::n 

socj_al e·!i a 1 i:...st::n:'.'or oe n•J.".llc..1::-:•e3 couo.i tio11::; (lo vie cl.ans u.ne li :.,e ·t.5 
plus granclov 

.Q_Qns;!._c}crQnt que 1 °o. tic}.c 16 do : -:'. Dccl"'ra'-.;io:1 un:i.ve:;:-i:1clle do~ 
droits de l'homme dit :o.ota '1ic:n-c nu'~,, ::.,r~cd.J: cl.o l'ngc n·.,bi1o P~- mme ot 
la f elliilla ont le droi t de sc L ,i'.'icr ct O.(~ fo:...d.01' nne; :ft.r::.:..110; o·i.; g_1:e lr>, 
famille est 1 9 eleoent ::iu.turel ct i'ondtITTOLt·•.1. 0 ls r:•ot::ic ·L6, 

Rannelant nuo d~-,-~ .... ,:,~ ~•6noiut·ioi-i ')211 (·v-;-'\ (~l '17 i!,'>c<· ~~·o ·.i. 0 6 ~~~~ ~ ' ... ..., ... J.l;i u - ·~ ,.,,. - ,ob ~ ~ ... •'- \ ... ,I .... -- • \.;,"' v... ,.,I ' ~ 

l'Assemblee genernle rooonn·~t :"otc.mri1e11t l•, :(',·7m.:"c:.i-.nct6 tlc;1 · "tio,1::; 
quu.nt a la conception ct h ~ ~t:1)P.1icatio:n eo - ... ·:· :;::oprc pol:i.V.~.''C · 
d6t1og.::::i.ph2.~uc, comptc 0}k10:r--~ to:1u du pri:1cd. __ 'u c uc eh:J..quc fnmi.lJ o Coi ~ 
p~uvoir determiner libro,1en~ lo nom.bre Jc se::; rrc::·brcs, 

~"PP~?-ant ~'IJ.E:IS..;i.,, au 3U.jct (.:u pla..~ning l.'[.1:ni.J.ialr- : .• rt5solnt:i.on 
3252 du 14 decemb:r0 1966, do PU:NESCO~ 1: .. r6so~ution WilA 2O~4ln du 
25 ma.i 1967, de 1 e Assomblec 1:.1ond.ialo 1::0 la se,ntc ot loo conclu0iono do 
la Conference mondiu.le cJ.o la popula t:i.ont tc11ue i\ Bolg:"..'".r.:.o en ze:::-,tcm1n·•:l 
1965, 

lfotant ~vcc inte:r.et oue la Commission de la co:nrl:.t.io~1 d0 la femme 
a commenel-,a etudi0r leG ;a,pportz qu. ~ :U ~r n, entre le p: f 1111.Ln,;:; fam.iliaJ. 
et la condi~.,;ion a.e la. f0mme, 

N'otant aussi l::i, Declaration du 10 docc~1bre 1966 i::m.r 1 ~ CXJ:1ru1sion 
demogr';:i>hiQ)le._qui a maii1temmt ate Sif,'1100 par 30 chefo d1 E:ta.t OU do 
gouverneme:n t, 

Estiinant qu'il ost a propon d'uttiror lfattontion sur le 1.ien 
qu'ilyaentre la croi:.:;s~11c0 d0mogr~',f1~qu.e o'G Je::1 droi•:s de l'homr.:to, 

L Fait observer oue ln 3:>o.pidi•~e r:.ctu llo de 1" C':roi:-rnr~:1ce 
demogli'aphique' fai0 t obstacle clans CO:L'tf'ines :-:>Ggion:.J du ~"'Cnr::.o a la h1t·~e 
contrc la faim et l'indigenco, ct en ,--ticulior r~euit ln ~ossibilitC 
de porter rapidcmen"i'i a un nivcau suffi·_a:;rt !.es concLi. ti.ens cc vie : 
alimontation, habillcmont~ logemcnt , zoi1:1c 00<lica:.1x:, mfouri t6 socialo! 
instruction et sorvic00 sociaux 1 restroignant <lo c0 fcit le pjein 
exercice des d:roits de J.'homme; 

2. ,Rec;o_np_t~l;t__gue~ si la pro£,ronsion clonographiq_uG 6.o cos :r0gions 
sc faieait a un taux plus moder6~ :i.J. ser~\it plus f2.ciJ.8 ~.foffrir a 
chacun de meiJ.leures condi J.;ions do vie ct de3 chances ·elu..:: g:ra.ndes de 
jouir des droits do lffhomme; 

I 
"f 0 
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7 • Gonsid.ero crne les coupl0s ont le d:coit fondari cnte.1 d.e 
d cider lib~;e~m·o;t e,~ en touto - ·CB cns.i.bilj_ "Ge C!.ll • omb::i:e d 9 cnf• i .. ,ts 
q '~.ls Yeulent avoi:r at clu mc.rucn·~ do l.,ur li.ais:'r1n<}e ot aussi le 
droj_t d~a-~:i:e stffis·. :roont inot:l.'ui~o e·~ h formeB O cos tlU08Gion ; 

4. P:rie,_)ns}, nGata les :;,;;t:,.·.,r.; I-Tcmb:r.00, J.os o,?go.nes dos N&.t:i.ons 
UnieE: ct las institutions spcicialj,300:;; ii1te1.·csr;ees _ 9 etudim.· de 
tras pres les inci.donces q1 e :peu·c ~~Yoir~ :mr 1 1 ox0x.·cdce a.CG -)~01.-.:.:1 
1 1 thonLne, un teux e:tcessif clc c1·oiGc~,1ce de :.~ popul::-,tion mondie.1~. 



...... - (" .... -~ - .:, --:-,;.-;, 

,' 

Considera:ndo que la. ,~s;;:prblcL ~·;,·, r-:,:a1. C' 1 ~.-, ._. · 0>1r;:i ~111 ').,., (\ ~:'. 

,:,, ... "'7 ·(~(.:'J·lc~-;::::~ .. -:;;; rlc 1966 "1"n1 ... '"'>'\()t,·1~ ~JO re.'•'•"" <1 ,'.le 1 , .• ,~ , , ' ,_,n ~---- ..... 'C.-: ...... _1;..,.,~ ..J .. .._ ., .. ._.,,_'~- -'· . , ~ J, • ., - ._ __ .., ,J~ - ..... ,_ ... ~---.~ ~ ·-

formtlla, .. y 1)romo.,,er E,i s p..:onic.c ~102 i.·~1.0 <; l:c.,.·.o~;--~4:.:~· .. (0r'>8 ~(:;r ·i o .,o .. 0 .. 1:Lr~.'"~=­
::::ente en cuenta el pri11cipio uc CJ.i.O la, -:•i.:."' 1:sj_o,1 Cr> 1::.--. _::,. __ 'il:i.:- (.:~,e ii.'<.-:.: 

ohjeto de lib~e ol0cci6~ ~o= c~u~ f27~1J 0 ; 

Co:nsid.ara:nd.c one la !•sn.mblon Go:-1m .. ~"t on :, t~ Dccl,:.:t',cj 611 sohr,1 ·-_.r., 
'Rl~m,•.,,-::-c··=J.. 6~-dG .. ·1·:..--TJ.)J.0 ·'c~·-•=·;1..,.,.cJ..0 0,.." co ,·t.•:HJ ,,, 7 ,-. ,,,_ .... ·1' ,. ''"0)f',j• .• Q"'/' i.r•·,,i,l>;""r 
• .:J ..L' -.L.i.U• ..l.,t. it:.J. A~ --•J.U.r~ .-1;;"3' .....- J , .... ,, J.<.~ Jo \.-t V- .._ "- -~'-' . ...,t.: ., ...... · ~- ,. 

el 7 de novier:.1bre de J.967~ recc:noci6 f'.. J~ Lv.~c:s:· r•·;:;.,:;c}io,.. j,f,;.:rJ,n ::, :c: c'o· 
homb:re en cuanto e,l accGzo a r.:1n.·G0rlo..l ir1fo,:,..• 4--t).-.o .. ~-':l.1~< ~\j,u~tr11~ r ric'; u~'1r 
la salud y bieuestP.,r do le furuilfr,, 

Tomando no-ta de1 mG.udato ;~ de J.a :c"tiv:lc";:i{icz ·lcl z:i.n'.;e1r ,•r~ <n.:.·••'":'.'ir ·­
civnes - ae=-1a-na-;;:roi1es Uni ~t~S e~1 J..~ cs.:~0J:1 f' ,,,1or10{ ~~,6,f·1cr ~ 

Tomcxvio no ta adema.s de quc c'.ive:.:::::os ,.., "C ,,,,,::: 1,3 tlc pl.~ni.i:-ic11 cioi'l re lL 
f amiliB ·;r-;ecen Se~viC.iOS { t~.0 ~i ncltljf0!1 lr. .. er~£0ff·=-1n~~ 0 t~c lr_. i"\~ -Lcr:11c~"»0 
responsablo, el trata.miento c10 18, estm:il:iL'.:f~ c:~ un. iniE.t:"..'o J.e inst~,1~c-01c:.: 
y servicio 'J do m::i;ter:;.,1ie!.~c1. y culdado do lo~ nifi'o r ~ ].c, C:.ii'usicu. de infcn.:-,1r1.u.01. 
eduoative. 1 incluso la inst~cncc:;_6u Gi'l cuc~it.;.oncL r:io:;-:u:--J.os ;r , '..:,o::-or:, .. 1.1.01,to 
"'10° co-"nv--r;-nr,,"' 10·1·-,,., .,.'\~•,i,1 e·~·,-::,~ ,,,t··•·' 10,~;,,!"'" c.;, ,;;;;J '4/'Ut:,-l;I ~ ,..,_, y-t-, U,l~ ,~-~D .oJ.'- o1 • .J.,,. .,._ _ _._. ~ ... l:,i ::;_. 

Recor.,.ociel~\..tq que dicl'.i.08 i'"'j'.1 -..){--:P: 1."t~ t·· ·. ert'1C, en Gc.--1•11~--.r•o~"ln,r1 /C..°C"t" .1i~r1 .,.(, 

entra:nanI"m'·~-01tt-;-:;{te~ CO!lf:J(,t_;t er ... cj_,.,.::~ 1)---~~:~ ... ~? ~ r2·1:c:::.~ (,Li (~j_"t}'f}~'}~f> e ... ~;'[ .i.' ~l..l~ 

1. J?ide 1::l Secre::cririo Gm.c:t.,,1 .. r:e ·;;~:s:..Y::;_-;;• €~ ::..1t\1:; . .!·.c. i~·,,--· .. ·:• .~_,.,;_:-·, 
relative alo9 oiec·002 (J:J '3.a :?l?HJ.fic"c.;,::. j c:o ·,.r, .'.'~"!ilia GYl '0 C,J~ :JJ.c:"lG .. 1 
de la mujer ,g/ ('" los l~stsdos :m.Bu1>:·os C.o lr1 :,1~ cionor DniC.cc: :f , los 1-i.cr ~ ·o· 
de los organismos es;:_:;eciP,lize.c:os .. c J.os or. ,..o·.:;::;.,:.:,.r>', erc~pec.i.,"liz' ,,1,):­
interesados y a las orgo.115.,moic.r ... cs no gnbm:n.:ol\:ontr•lcs i!1J1,n:o::::e.a::r, ~ 

2 ~ I l:"r~dJ.~ :;,, los go1Jiernoo i:ntorosf'.l.dr>[; de lo, Est~dos rJIJ..eml:iros ,le 1 !;.c 
lfaciones. 1Jnid.as y r;. los ra.:,.emb:tos de los c:·7,2,ni.omo<' es3}oc.J.::,:· i.:.m~'cs f•,: 

a) Emprenc.er es ~ndios nucd.cm,.lez o pox cf'sos sobro le 001 r itJi6n clc 
la mujer y ln pla.n.ific;~.cHb de ln farniL ",. tom["mlo en eorrnideracich 
elemen-toa t~.les como : l"' .?o:cm;;, c 1 q_u :::c::,_:.'01.'c,r~en, en 1.,,, concl.icion do l=, 
mujer , los efcctos d.Gl 1.:rc~imicnto oemo5r=if::..co t'<,b".'.'t1 ol cles"',r:rollo 
ecom6mico y soc:i.:?,l; lo.:i :!- "';Cd;o::?oti qro in.fh:qre:n 01". 1::-" 1- cc1.mclJ.e..2-d ;;- quc 
se rel2.01onm1 di.rectmnonto con la condic:J.011 cle le 1ujor; las con.3ecuenr,ia.s 
de la l irienni6n de : r.. fm iJ.ia en el bie:c.eatar 0.e lr,,, :.n2.cl:re Jr c:1 r.,i:i.'io: 01 
a.lea.nee do los progrn...rn::.;'.':l e:;ris-'c.entes de p1a.nificaci0n c1c l'.:. f[',nl li.r, con 
re spec t o £~ la co:ndicion d.o ln n:n.i.jez· ; y las ·;;c:nde~-ic1 u.s ,:.,ci,aa1ca 6,el 
crecimj_ento d(··nogra.fico y la. dimons:i.6n de ln. fa.mi~ ;.a, ~ la :protecoi6n 
de 1on de:cechos humanos~ p1,rticula.rment0 los a,erochor:i do J.r. mujer; 

!/ f~esolu.ci on ?263 
jj E/CII" 6/ ~97, 
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b) Tra~10mi·i;i~a:- sr:.s con~lu2io-n.co :..,J. S~c:i:e•;;a,.•io Gei exa,1 c-omo r)~so rtr" 
el~,bo~-:a:i.' tUl hUOVO :~ni'o:r.· 0 sobJ.'0 0S'li cuest:LOil: 

3. In.vi·ca a los organ5. □.nos 0s eci.alisi_1.dor: in-teJ~ef.ac.os f>, co: o.boJ.'nr 
d.cn·i:ro ci0 SU3J.'es1>oc·i;j:vm=; c:Jftn..':;.s de COL1)c·cenci8, 0:1 el :::n .. evo €G ~udio ,., 
cl.e 1:-.. 2~elaci6n c ... :i . .s-cen"iio en-t1:0 la conclici611 c.l: la mc,je::~ y la ~)lF.1,11if.icacio ... 1 

de J.t'.. fnmillc; 

4- Pide. b lrw o:rgaai:~gc;i.crms no gubernnmenti;,,lec i"'te:ces2..da.s quo 
:propo:rcion~{,i" al Socre·~a:do General. toclo cl mD,tori~:i,l p0rtine:a·Lo d.0 quo 
dispo:_CTan sobro Ios f.actores m0ncj.or.tadcB en el i ncii::o !¾.,, del pa:rrafo 2 
0u1)ra: --=•-.=.--· 

5 t fmr.1;1£h.Ii la decis.:i.6u de la Comision de Ia Condioi011 Jur{clica y 
Social de lf1 E-~,. -· 0r do notinro.:.:- im Rela to:;: Especial par2, con.t:i.nue el 
estudi() do la condj_cion do la mujer y le, pla..n.ificaci6:n. ·o la. f2.JI1ili2 1 

o inf.orme sobrc lfl s nuqv~.0 mcdidas que poc1xf.e adopta.r le Comio:i.on on 
1:)st2. 0sfera; 

Or T..,,.,~r1· ·~ ''l ,:;El-. .. ~-o,,. Rapoci ,-,1 !1. 'v·o11,:,•.,_~ 0·,1 cuu·•_;--._ -}:,_\ 1.., _i ...... fo~_"I!ltlC::_o,.·_,, 
• ~- ~ \.> ,., J.o, f., •• ...; •• •~ - v •- CL uL <7., .U ~- _ ,L 

numinist:!:a.da ,lo co..1formidncl con l~, p:cozcmte J?oeoJ.uci6n. 

, T}n m1 •153Oe.. se io.). :i11eria::-c:i.a> cl Con~:rnjo~ e:1 cur1_plim:i.0•.Y~c cicl 
p2.rra.:fo 5 ci.e la resoJ.uci6n supra nombro •, J. ... ~H:.,. Holv:i. L. S:\pj]~1, 
(Fin-ru_die) ccmo Rolatora Es~.c~cl. 
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.-r.: , 1. 

- _,. !!! ~ )""' ,. 
1 ,..J..,_:i"- l ... .1 • .._,... , , 

Recorda...:1do 1H nAi-t-:r-"'?in::c~. ;.;:a c'c , c~ ·j--c·•!.O!..' 1].o J ::-,; ·t c.:.u: ,).:; u.;itic,e 
....... ~---~·------ - ~ 

e::}re"--~ula en lei r::~.1.1 t2~ de rc-:1~fJir~r:-.:- :' ...... , ... e c 1 ~0s t1C:i..'Col100 , ... ~•-:1 c. "'Lr c1 

flc1 hombre, :EM J · uic:-11ich.o ; oJ v~J 0t· t1 .J h 1, 1-,0:i:..;0uc. h~1m1~,, 0u lf' 
i.;;.:e,1ii.ad clc {1cran!w:::.-; c"..c homo:.•os J •;;.uic: 0s, c.e l?.. n~ci'?nec er._'l,Ilf.,.Js Jt 
pcr__1,e::11s* ~ t1G :)J'O:'lovor ol p:::.-or.eoco r-oci:::.l ;; ol"'V"'r 01 ni•\re.i. c"e v·5.clo 
l . " . ,, 1· . l .,., • ~ 

1 en"Gro a.G vn co:11.~op.;o :·1as ru~p J.O' •.e _ r, .1 • .:.00:'·ci·,r,: 

Conside:i.'a:r 3o (ll!O el r-z·-L{c,.110 J.6 ,~c l, Dec~ '"',:i:'"cion U'l'.li~ro:1:s"'. ; c 
D0reo1o::t:u~m:~mos··cico. cmtr0 otri.".s COJl,ri C1t:o ~03 ho.':lJ?C,' j, 1;\G r:'iljuc ... . 

' . d l • " .,.b . " ' . " . ' • tl par"G.l.J'..' C a ea.~r, l'.P1. :1.J. ! v.lCliCI! ( Cl'CC.10 ~--. 'J~ :...'':::'SC , : , £l!l,.f. '.:t' i,.LlG. 

familia y gne lv i'. . ..1:liJ.i..,, es ol e'.'..e- .{..::to nr,;~· .r·cl J! .:\:· J.:,1L.0r.-..,·.1 <lo 11:. 
sociec1a.c1 r 

Recoffi~d~. 1'1. ::er;iolucion 2211 ('P!~) de :a 1.~;~7;:,lc~, Gen,:::"1], tl0 
diciembre de 196G~ q_ue :roco1-.occ, GJT~:r0 ct:•:'a.:J ... .; ,::· 1~ J.'1 r.o"::ier~ .,i{::,, l1c l't " 

nacionea para formular y pro:po110r SU8 proplaa ~olitica.s G.em.og:caficas 
toniendo debid8.!llento en cuente el principio do que la dimension do la 
familia debo ser objeto de libre elecci6n por cade familia 

~9~?Eg~d£ asimismo la reaolucion 3252 de le UNESCO, de 14 de 
dicismbre de 1966, la resolucion WHA 20.41 de la Organizacion Mundial 
de le Salud, de 25 de mayo de 1967, y las concluaioncs de la Conferencin 
Mundial de Poblacion celebrada en Belgrade en septiembre de 1965 sobre 
el tema do la planificacion de la familia, 

· Toman.do nota con interes de aue la Comision de la Condicion 
Jur.!dlca y =s·ociai do la Mujer ha inicie..do el estudio de la relaoion 
oxistente entre la pla.nificacion de la fa.milia y ls, condicion de la 
~u.jer 9 

!_om~.¢!..om ;Q,Q,tJ?.,,..~Sj.pi:i;_sJI!p., de la Declaracion sobre Problema.o Demograficos, 
formulada cl 10 de diciembre do 1966 y firmada ahorB por 30 jefes 
Estado ode gobierno, 

Conve~cida de que eo oportuno ecnalar la rclacion que exiate eutre 
el aumento demograf'ico y loe derechos humanos, 

1. Observe. que la ra.pida -tasa actual de crccimicnto demog:rafico 
en algunas zonae dol mundo es u.n obstaculo par~ la lucha cont~a cl 
hambre y la pobreza y, sobre todo, disminuyen laa posibilidades de 
logra.r ra.pida.mente un nivel de vida a.decuado, g_u0 comprenda alimentacionr 
ropa, viviendas, aaiatencia medica, seguro social, educacion y servicios 
sociales, lo oual dificulta la pl0na efectividad de,los derechos humanoa; 
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2. Reco:noco que ai cm dioins !1Q.cio11os oo modcx·.:co lo. tam::. 
a.ctunJ. de aum<in\o~-c1cmo~rc.fi • se :':'::i,cili ta:r·:i'.2:::1 J.a.s conclicionos 1x~r~ 
ofrecm~ c.. cads i:adi vidti.o· •",7oros opo:rtun.i.ilao.c.::i p,9,:ra cl goce de los 
derochoc humanoiU y el moj q:i:':1.Eien·~o d.ol niv0l -o vida.; 

3~ C..,opsig._(?~ 1 que lon conyuges tienen 01 dercoho huma.no 
fundamental a. deci.dir libre y reF.:J)o .. 1.sablcmontc el 11iimero y opor-cunidad 
del nacimicnto de aus hijos, asi' ccmo ol do:cccho e. une, educa.cion e 
infcrm8.ci6n adeoutlda.s .:,, ef.r~c respoc ·i:.o; 

4. Insta 2- loa Esto,d.os :m.cnhros, a. lo 6:rga.nos de le.a 
Nacioncc Un.id.as ,i ~ loo orga.1 ismoo C8pocio.lizo.dos compotentes 
inJ.;En:cs.::dos a que cs·~ud.ic:u muy de cerca lea consecuencj.ag g_ue puode 
tenix p~,ra ol oj0rcicio d~ 1 s d.crnchos ht~-.,a,:,,os la t2.oa actun.l de 

" . d . ' ' d l ... , . .,. ,'J. ~ rapi o crcc1m1.errco e a. po .. , .. ac10:;.1 nun .. t1aJ... 
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Telephone: 839 - 2911 to 2916 Telegrams and Cables: I PEP EE London SW1 

FD/RF 6th December, 196 
. . . . ..... 

Mrs. M.K. Bruce, 
Chief, Section on 
United Nations, 
New York, 

2 •········ .•.•• 
the Status of Women, 

U.S.A. 

Dear Mrs. Bruce, 

We are pleased to send you in reply to your request of 
August 9th, 1968 (Ref. SO 244 (18)), three copies of an outline 
of the scope of assistance that the IPPF might provide to the 
Commission and the Special Rapporteur in the preparation of the 
report on the relation of family planning to the status of women. 
Because of the particularly well-defined link between maternal 
health and family planning, we have carried out a survey of exist­
ing literature on this subject. A further extension of this study 
is included in the proposals for further activities. 

I have had an opportunity to discuss these suggestions 
briefly with Mrs. Sipila during her visit to London this week and 
she anticipated that she would be considering with you shortly 
the kind of contributions that NGOs such as the IPPF might usefully 
make to the work of preparing the report. 

Your comments and suggestions would be very much appreciated 
and if there is any further information that you would like to have 
at this time we will, of course, be very pleased to provide it. 

Yours sincerely, 

Frances Dennis (Mrs) 
Information Officer 
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Telephone: 839 - 2911 to 2916 Telegrams and Cables: IPEPEE London SW1 

FURTHER STUDY OF THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE 
STATUS OF WOMEN AND FAMILY PLANNING 

Scope of assistance which might be provided by the 
International Planned Parenthood Federation to _the 
United Nations Commission on the Status of Women. 

Note prepared in reply to request of August 9, 1968. 
Ref: SO 244 (18). 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

(1) IPPF Central Office 

• (a) Reference material in the IPPF Central Office in London 
covers a wide range of social, cultural and economic subjects pertinent 
to the development of family planning programmes. The available inform­
ation is classified by country under the following headings: 

General works 
Abortion 
Age structure 
Age at marriage 
Birthrate 
Child Heal th 
Clinic Surveys 
Communication 
Contraception 
Demography 
Economy and incomes 
Education 
Evaluation 
Family Heal th 
Family Size 
Fertility 
Family Planning Programme 
Food 
Government Programme 
Hospitals 
Knowledge, attitude and practice 

I ... 
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Legislation 
Manpower and employment 
Marriage 
Maternal Health 
Medical Profession 
Migration 
Mobile Units 
Mortality 
Motivation 
Policy 
Population 
Poverty 
Research 
Sex Education 
Status of Women 
Training 
Urbanization 
U.N. Activities 

(b) This reference material could be used for a preliminary 
comparative study of countries in different stages of development with 
regard to the effect both of family size and of population growth rates 
on the status of women. 

(c) Extension of the preliminary study of available literature 
on "Relationsh:tp between Family Planning and Maternal and Child Heal th" 
which has already been completed and is submitted with this memorandum. 

(2) Member Associations 

(a) A Family Planning Association could undertake an enquiry into 
the effects of family planning on patients• lives. Its relationship to 
the status of women is a much more hypothetical concept which is inter­
related with other socio-economic, educational and cultural factors. 
The association would therefore be better able to contribute information 
on its own sphere of activity than to attempt any assessment of the broader 
issues. Further reasons for narrowing the terms of reference are that in 
many countries the use of family planning methods has only recently reached 
the mass of people and that in many cases over-riding economic or cultural 
factors are likely to limit the social effects of family planning. 
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An investigation of attitudes of women who are - (1) in the middle 
of the child-bearing years, (2) nearing the end, would provide data on 
how they had been affected by the ability to space and limit their 
families and how they envisaged their future after the end of child­
bearing. 

In enquiring into the relationship of family planning to the rest 
of women's lives, there is the likelihood that women who have recently 
adopted contraception could be expected to quote the advantages of family 
planning tnat were put to them as a reason for doing so. The interesting 
thing would be how they applied this 'motivation' to their own situation; 
what they had thought of for themselves; whether they mentioned other 
cultural and socio-economic factors - such as the ability to return to the 
fields and earn more money - which could be expected to affect their 
innnediate expectations. 

The results would possibly reveal aspirations that the informant 
knew could not be achieved in a large-family situation. Older women, 
nearing the end of child-bearing, could be expected to have different 
views and could be asked more specifically about their future plans. 

Associations can provide a group of contraceptive users, whose 
composition will be known as far as urban/rural, socio-economic and other 
factors, is concerned. (These variables can be compared with the composi­
tion of the female population as a whole, by means of standard data). Age, 
family size and spacing, length of contraceptive use would be ascertained 
as a background to the opinion questions. Interviews could be conducted 
either at the clinic or by appointment at home on a sample basis to be 
determined according to local conditions. 

(b) Women who are less vulnerable to socio-economic factors are 
likely to form a separate elite group. With higher education, income and 
social status, they may be a source of information on the relationship of 
family planning to women's ability to take advantage of work opportunities 
or otherwise play a part in social development. It is from this elite 
group that the membership of women's clubs and associations is drawn. 
Given that not all 'elite' women belong to organized groups, a survey of 
the attitudes and experience of women in such a group would be a source of 
information about the role played by family planning in the lives of women 
who were known to be engaging in some form of extra-domestic activity, 
through the medium of the club or organization. 

The co-operation of a women's professional or social organization 
would be valuable in enabling the IPPF (or Family Planning Association) to 
approach its whole membership. A postal questionnaire would be the most 
expedient way of obtaining the information. The analysis of the information 
should perhaps be the joint responsibility of the IPPF and some other agency. 

28th November, 1968. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The following is a review of the literature on the relationship 

between family planning and maternal and child health. It is meant to 

serve as a guide for further research, indicative of those areas of 

paramount concern, rather than as a definitive statement. In this 

brief report only those arti cles considered to be of prime interest 

are di scussed; a more extensive bibliography could 1 be prepared. 

A basic role assigned to women in all societies is that of 

child-bearer. Excessive child-bearing, especially if occurring at 

a young age and with short intervals between the end of one pregnancy 

and the beginning of another, can lead to excessive wastage in terms ,-
of maternal and infant morbidity and mortality. Only if a woman's 

reproductive capacity is controlled can the quality of society, and her 

contribution to it, be maximized. The Director-General of the Twenty­

First World Health Assembly has stated that "A minimal level of health 

seems to be necessary for a family to realize that it can regulate its 

own "demographic behaviour" . (l) Family planning will thus not be 

individually accepted until optiilla.l pregnancy outcome can be assured by 

a reduction in foetal, infant and childhood mortality.( 2) For this 

reason, those factors which relate to the physicical health of the mother 

and child will be considered first. 

FACTORS INFLUENCING HEALTH OF MOTHER AND CHILD 

1. EFFECT OF AGE 2 PARITY AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF MOTHER ON 
PREGNANCY OUTCOME 

Yerushalmy et al (3) made a retrospective study of the reproductive 

histor'J of the entire female population over 12 years of age in Kauai, 

one of the Hawaiian Islands. At the time the study was conducted, Kauai 

had a population of 30,000 and a rural economy. This island was selected 

for study because of the good rapport existing between the people and the 

Health Department; thus information was relatively easy to obtain. ~ The 

authors divided the deaths studied into: 

(1) early foetal (first 20 weeks of gestation); 

(2) late foetal and neg:na,tal (20 weeks of gestation to one month 

of life); and 

(3) post-neonatal (from one month to four years of age). 

They found that early foetal deaths increase sharply after the eighth 

pregnancy when the mother is over thirty years of age . Early foetal deaths 

are highest when the pregnancy interval, as measured from the end of one 

pregnancy to the beginning of the next, is less than one year, at a minimum 

at two years, and increases thereafter. 
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Post-neonatal deaths (one month to four years) increase. with parity, 

but older mothers are more successful in keeping their child alive after 

the first month. This suggests that older mothers are more experienced in 

child-rearing practice s . A pregnancy interval of three or more years is 

the most favourable for survival through childhood. 

Late f oetal and early neonatal deaths (perinatal mortality assume 

an intermediate position between early foetal and post~neonatal deaths. 

These rates are high for first births and minimal for second and third, 

but increase thereafter. The perinatal mortality rate is lowest for 

women in their twenties and higher for births to younger and older women. 

Butler and Bonham(4)in The First Report of the British Perinatal 

Mortality Survey studied perinatal mortality which in this study included 

still- births and babies dying within seven days of birth, in England, 

Scotland and Wales~ The population was that of all single births 

(including still-births) occurring between 3rd and 9th March 1958 

inclusive 1 on which questionnaires were returned; this included 16,994 

births. 

The authors found the highest perinatal mortality to be associ ated with 

the highest parity and the lowest in mothers having their second baby. 

The mortality for mothers having their first baby i s approximately ff% 

greater than the national average, whereas mothers having their fourth 

baby had an increased risk of l cjo above average . In mothers with four 

or more previous babies the increased risk amounts to 54%• 

Generally, Butler and Bonham found that infant loss increases with 

maternal age , particularly over 30 years. The rising mortality of 

multiparae i s significant above the age of thirty as is overall mortality, 

irrespective of parity, above 35 . 

Vlhen parity and social class are considered together it i s found that 

within each parity group perinatal mortality rises with descending social 

class . The safest social class and parity group is the wife of a 

professional man (class I) having her second baby. The most dangerous 

group is the wife of the unskilled labourer (class 5) having her fourth 

and any subsequent child. There is almost a fourfold variation from the 

safest to the most dangerous class by parity group . 

Russell and his co-workers( 5)in their definitive study '"Maternity in 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne" also studied the effects of parity on perinatal 

mortality . They found that parity increases the risk of perinatal 

mortality as the following table indicates . 
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TABLE I 

Pregnancy Number Number Perinatal Deaths Perinatal Mortality Rate 

8 

1 1,405 34 24 . 2 

2 1,314 35 26 .7 

3 832 25 30 . 0 

4 474 16 33. s 

5 277 14 50 . 5 

6 192 12 62.5 

7 95 7 73 . 7 
and over 122 11 90 . 2 

TOTAL: 4,711 154 32 . 7 

Source: Russell et al "Maternity in Newcastle- upon- Tyne'~ ~ oat Vol. 1 
March 30-;-i§b3 . 

This table illustrates the dramatic rise in perinatal mortality with 

fifth and subsequent pregnancies . There is almost a four-fold increase in 

the perinatal mortality rate from parity one to parity 8 and over. 

The authors also found that grand multiparae in Newcastle-upon- Tyne 

accounted for 19 out of 98 (19 . 4%) of the perinatal deaths in social 

classes I, II and III and 24 out of 50 (480/o) in social classes IV and V. 

They conclude: "Clearly grand multiparae, particularly in social classes 

IV and V contribute heavily to birth wastage in Newcastle- upon- Tyne". This 

conclusion parallels that of Butler and Bonham in the British Perinatal 

Mortality Survey . 

Heady and Morris(G) in their work on infant mortality studied 

1,351,106 single legitimate live and still-born babies born in England 

and Wales in 1949 and 1950 . They found the still-birth rate to increase 

with age from 16 per 1000 at 20- 24 years to 47 per 1000 a t 40-44 years of 

age, a threefold increase . The still- birth rate is low in pri.rrtj.par~e and 

rises with parity after three. Elderly primiparae have a very high rate 

of still- births. 

The authors found a high neonatal mortality rate (deaths in first four 

weeks of life) for children of elderly primiparae and grand multiparae, where 

the child was 6th to 10 in birth rank. The rate is high, 25 per 1000, in 

young multiparae, when the woman is under 20 years old and bearing her 

second and subsequent child. The average neonatal mortality rate is 16 

per 1000 and the lowest is 11 per 1000 in the second- born child of mothers 

aged 25- 29 . 
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The post-neonatal mortality rate (death at 4 weeks to one year) also 

rises with parity from 7.9 per 1000 among the first-born to 20 per 1000 

among 6th to 10th births. There is a particularly high rate for young 

women with high parities for their age. 

The auti1ors conclude that young mothers with several children have 

a high prematurity rate nnd their children also have high mortalities 

in the neonatal and post-neonatal periods. Thus the young multiparae is 

the most vulnerable or high risk group and should, a s such, receive special 

treatment. 

A recent report of Planned Parenthood - World Population( 7)recognizes 

the problem of young multiparae. It states that the current acceptance of 

family planning in existing maternal health programmes indicates that family 

planning serving low income women having at least three children, would 

lead to a greater proportionof wanted heal thy children with 251~ lower infant 

mortality than now experienced by this group. 

II. THE EFFECT OF MULTIP.ARITY AND BIRTH INTERVAL 
ON W.ATERN.AL HEALTH 

The r elationship between pregnancy outcome and maternal health is a 

very intimate one. Alexander Kessler, Chief of the WHO Human Reproduction 

Unit has stated: 1i1aternal health of course has a very direct influence 

on the outcome of any pregnancy; high levels of infant mortality on the 

other hand, by initiating certain patterns of child-bearing, notably a 

rapid succession of pregnancies, in turn, may have marked effects on 

maternal health."(e) This interdependence is illustrated in numerous 

studies of the maternal hazards of excessive child-bearing. 

A. :Maternal :Mortality 

The maternal mortality rates in England and Wales for 1946-49 by age 

for all parities combined, r eveals a rate of 0. 73 per 1000 for women under 

20, 2.90 for those women aged 40 to 44, and 8. 21 for those 45 years of 

age and above. By parity (all ages combined), it is 1.19 in women with 

no previous children, 0 . 84 in those with one previous child and then 

increases steadily to 7.22 in those women with 12 or more previous 

pregnancies. Sir Dugald Baird in his r enowned textbook states antepartum 

and postpartum haemorrhage and shock, which often lead to maternal death, 

are most common in multigravida women who are worn out by repeated child­

bearing and poor living conditions. Antepartum and postpartum haemorrhage 

appear to be important causes of death in older women, especially in poor 

multiparous women. Poorest health is often as sociated with the lowest 

socio- economic classes, possibly a r esult of the fact that diet tends to 

deteriorate during prugnancy as the social class descends. 

Jaffe and Polgar(lO)of Planned Parenthood - World Population, with the 

Obstetrical Statistical Co-operative, analyses nearly 350,000 births. The 

following t able illustrates the inter-relationship of age and parity as 

determinants of maternal deaths. 
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TABLE II 

Maternal deaths by Age and Parity in 348,393 Live Births, 1951-1961: 

All Mothers 

Under 20: total for age group 

No previous births 

1-3 
4 and more 

20-29: total for age gToup 

No previous births 

1-3 
4 and more 

30-39: total for age group 

No previous births 

1-3 
4 and more 

40 and over: total for age group 

No previous births 

1-3 
4 and more 

Deaths per l0i000 Births 

s.7 

5.1 
4. 4 

5.2 

6.6 
4.1 
5.4 

13.2 

13.s 
12.2 

11.5 
17.s 

34.3 
61.4 

20.0 

44 .1 

Source: Prepared by Obstetrical Statistical Co-operative for: 
Frederick S. Jaffe and Steven Folgar, ''Medical Indications 
for Fertility Control", PP-·1,rp unpublished paper, P.4 

As can be seen from Table II, the maternal mortality rate increases 

steadily with advancing age from 5.1 per 10,000 live births for mothers 

under 20 years of age to 34.3 for those women 40 years of age and over. 

Within each age group the maternal mortality rate increases with parity, 

except for the age group 40 and over, where nulliparous women have a 

higher mortality rc.tc than vromen who hc;i,ve had four or more 

previous births. Eastma~ and Hellman(ll)state that the effects of age 

and parity may occasionally act independently of one another to increase 

the risk of child-bearing, but usually their effects are additive as the 

preceding table clearly indicates. 
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A.F. Guttmacher( 12 )at the I PPF Conference , "The Role of Family 

Planning in African Development" states that the chi ef source of maternal 

deaths i n Africa is anaemia. This anaemia i s due to the deficiency of 

animal protein i n the di et, the infestation of the intestinal tract with 

parasites and thirdly the very rapi d succession of bi rths . Frequent 

childbearing does not allow the woman to reconstitute her haemoglobin by 

allowing her to rest between births . Poor nutrition of the hear t muscles 

due to lack C,f haemoglobin leads to heart failure which may occur in 

late pregnancy, or even during deliveI"IJ. 

B. Maternal Morbidity 

F. Akashah(~J studied the effects of multiparity and maternal health 

in Jordan. Jordan is a country where the birth rate is high because of 

the social prestige accruing to large families . Polygamy has the added 

effect of resulting in multiparity as a safeguard against divorce . 

Akasheh found that rnultiparity increases the risk of rupture of the uterus, 

post-partum haemorrhage, pre- eclamptic toxaemia, accidental haemorrhage, 

placenta praevia, disproportion and anaemia . 

Specific disease entities are also affected by parity. Pyke(i4)in 

his analysis of 953 diabetics states that women who have had f ive children 

have about three times as great a chance of deve loping diabetes as do 

women who are nuU~iparous. The effect of parity cannot be due so l ely to 

the slightly greater tendency of multiparae to becom~ fat, since diabetes 

occurs among those who are of nor mal weight and those who are under 

weight. 

Middleton and Caird(l5)concludes from their study of the records 

of newly diagnosed diabetes in 543 women and 413 men, that among women 

the r isk of diabetes i ncreases with multi-parity. Comparison with other 

studies shows that between the ages of 50 and 80 years the excess ri sk 

above that of a nulliparae is 2a/o for one child, 45% for two, lOa/o for 

three, 200fo for four or five and 400% for six or more children. The 

authors also found that the frequency of family histories of diabetes 

is unrelated to parity. 

Parity also has an effect on such diverse disease entities as cancer ~. 

cardiovascular disease, epilepsy, grave degrees of anaemia, hypertension, 

multiple sclerosis , rheumatic heart disease and syphilis, among others. 

Often in these instances pregnancy must be postponed or curtailed; as 

Flowers and Ross (lG) so aptly state, 'family planning is equally important 

to the patient with large varicosities, the orthopaedic patient with a 

slipped disc, the depressed psychiatric patient, or the f amily of a child 

with cystic fibrosis". 

' \ 



III. EFFECTS OF IvIDLTIP.A...•UTY ON THE HEALTH OF THE CHILD 

A. Maternal Care 

Douglas and Blomfield(l?)followed 5,386 children born in Britain 

during the first week of March 1946. They found that the efficiency 

of the mother is related to family size in each social group, although 

the relationship is most evident in the manual workers ' family. The 

following table shows the proportion of mothers rated best in skilled 

manual workers' families of varying sizes. The assessment of maternal 

efficiency was made by health visitors who were asked, in the course of 

their visits, to rate the women they saw on several aspects of care and 

to class them as "among the best", "average" or "among the worse". 

TABLE III 

Proportion of Mothers Rated as Best in All Aspects of Child-care 

in Skilled Manual Workers' Families with Varying Numbers of Dependent 

Children: 

Numbers of Pro;eortions of Mothers Rated Numbers of 
Dependent children Best in All Aspects of Care (%) Fai11ilies 

1 44.7 262 

2 33.0 441 

3 27.3 286 

4 16.1 112 

5 or more 10.0 80 

Source: Douglas, J.W.B. and Blom.field, J.M. Children Under Five, 
George Allen and Unwin Ltd., 1958; p.48. 

B. Nutrition 

Not only do children from large families receive poorer maternal care, 

but they are also more malnourished. A study(l9 )done in Candelaria, a rural 

area 20 miles outside Cali, Colombia, found 41% of 1,094 children studied 

to be malnourished to some degree . It was found that as the nu."!lber of 

pre-school children in the family increased, the prevalence of malnutrition 

increased similarly. This study also found that women over 30 years of age 

were able to cope better with increasing numbers of children than other 

women as measured by the parcentage malnourished. However, after she had 

had six or more children the proportion who were malnourished increased. 

The 1962 National Food Survey in Britain also found undernutrition 

to be associated with increasing family size above three(l9). Families 

with four or more children had diets which on t he average contained less 

calcium, ~ess protein, and less energy value, than the standards recommended 

by the British Medical Association. The study also f ound a positive 

correlation bet~een the incidence of iron-deficiency anaemia and family 

size. The National Food Survey found these patterns of undernutrition to 

hold true in families of four or more children, r egardless of social 

class. 
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R. Rueda-Williamson( 2o)of the National Institute of Nutrition, 

Colombia states that one of the most important aspects in the 

epidemiological analysis of infant malnutrition is the frequency 

of pregnancy of the mother . The epidemiology of Kwashior Kas is a case 

in point . The name of this protein- calorie deficiency comes from the 

West African dialect and literally means "first- second", that is, the 

sickness of the first child when the second is born. ~hen another 

baby arrives the first must be weaned, with a subsequent loss of 

protein intake. This also results in the loss of attention on the 

part of the mother at an age when the child is most in need of greater 

care and protection. 

c. Physical Growth 

Both Grant( 21 )and Douglas and Simpson( 22 )found family size to be a 

determinant of physical growth . Grant studied a total sample of 1310 

children who were members of London families rehoused on a London County 

estate in Hertfordshire . He concludes that the rate of child growth 

decreases as the family size increases; this is determined by the time 

the child is six or even earlier if birth intervals are short . Douglas 

and Simpson's study included 1557 boys and 1456 girls in the National 

Survey of Child Health and Development . Illegitimate children and twins 

were excluded from the study. The children were all measured at 7, 11 
and 15 years of age . They found that an "only" child in the lowest class , 

whether boy or girl, grows as well as, or be t ter than children in the 

higher social classes . Thus it appears tha t family size is a determining 

factor of physical growth . 

D. Emotional Behaviour 

Birth order and family size can also affect a child ' s emotional and 

intellectual growth . Gregory( 23 )has found a correlation between paranoia 

and the presence of an immediately preceding sibling less than two years 

older than the patient . In a study of ordinal postion and psychiatric 

behaviour( 24 ), the same author revealed an exce s s of observed over 

expected incidence of psychiatric disorders in youngest children of 

families composed of four or more members. Reasons for the foregoing 

might possibly be the advanced ages of parents at the birth of the younger 

child, or termination of the parents ' marriage shortly after the birth 

of the younger child , through death or separation. The you..--igest child 

might also hold such a position because of deliberate family limitation 

on the part of his parents; thus he would seem to be the most likely 

family member to have been um., anted. 
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IV. EFFECTS OF UNWAN1rEn PREGNANCY ON MOTHER. - ABORTION 

One of the best indica tions of the incidence of unwanted pregnancies 

is the number of abortions that wm!len undergo. Tho se countries in whi ch 

abort ions ar e illegal and therapeutic abortions difficult to obtain, 

have ~igh mortali ty and morbidity r a tes due to sepsis. nr. Gold( 25 ) 

states that the number of illega l abortions performed annually in the 

United States has been estimated t o be between 1 and 1.5 million, whereas 

the number of l egal, therapeutic abortions performed annually is only 

18,000 . National vital statistics for the U.S. reveal a 11% decline in 

puerperal mortality from the rate of 3.8 per 10,000 live births in 

1958 to 3. 4 per 10 ,000 live births in 1964. During the same period 

abortion deaths due to sepsis as a cause of puerperal mortality increased 

by 31%. 

By 1964 abortion was the major cause of puerperal mortality in 

New York City, accounting for 46% of puerperal deaths. In the three year 

period, 1960-1962, one in four puerperal deaths among white patients 

and one of every hro puerperal deaths among non-whites and Puerto Ricans 

were due to abortion . 

The abortion problem i s particularly acute in Chile. A study( 26 ) 

conducted in 1961 based on a household probability sample, included 

interviews with 4000 women aged 20- 49 years of age . Practically one out 

of every four women intervi ewed admitted from one to 35 individual 

abortions . The highes t incidence rates were found in the 20-34 age 

gToup, in married women with up to three live children and in the low 

income gTOups . A survey of nine hospi tals in Chile disclosed a case 

f atality rate of 5 per 1000 for abortions as compared with 2 per 1000 

for deliveries. Illegal abortions accounted for 8.1% of all admissions 

throughout the country, resulting in a shortage of obstetrica l beds . 

Abortion cases accounted for 27 . 3% of admissions in obstetrical services 

and 29 .4% of bed days . 

The legalization of abortion l eads to a decrease in maternal morbidity 

and mortality. In Yugoslavia( 2?)58, 000 women with incomplete abortions 

wer e treat ed i n hospitals in 1960; 80 women died givi ng a r a t e of 1.38 

per 1000. In the same year, 83,076 legal abortions wer e carried out in 

medical institutions; three women died yi elding a r ate of 0.036 per 

1000. In 1961, in 59,835 illegal abortions 90 patients died in hospitals, 

1.504 per 1000 , whereas in 104,668 permitted abortions five women died, 

0.048 per 1000 . Mortality in 1961 was 31 times le ss in legal abortions than 

in illegal ones. In Yugoslavia as else;.rhere , mortality from l egal 

abortions is l ower than that in hospital deliveries. 

- _j 
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V. EFFECT OF UNWANTED PREGNANCY ON THE CfilLD 

In addition to the effect of unwanted pregnancies on the mother, 

tl;le effect on the child Imlst also be considered. 

It has been estimated( 28 )that for those women married ten years or 

longer almost one fourth have had one child which one or both partners 

did not want. 

A. Emotional Effect 

Forssman and Thurve( 29 )studied the mental health, social adjustment 

and educational level of unwanted children, that is, children born after 

their mothers had applied for legal abortion on psychiatric grounds in 

Sweden and been refused. Du.ring the years 1939-1941, 199 applications for 

legal ~bortion were refused, in ~teborg, Sweden, when pregnancies which 

did not proceed to term and those children who died in childhood are 

excluded, 120 children remain who were studied up to 21 years of age. A 

control group of 120 children was chosen by selecting the next same-sexed 

child born in the same hospital. 

Table IV shows the number of children in either the study or control 

series who were raised in unfavourable family or social environments. 

TABLE IV 

Comparison between Unwanted and Control Ohildren for Circumstances 
Pointing to Insecurity in Childhood (the same child may occur in 
several categories): · 

Circumstances Pointi~ to Unwanted Control 
Insecure Childhood Children Children 

Report to Children 1 s Aid Bureau 17 6 
about unsatisfactory conditions 
at home 

Child removed from home by 2 0 
authorities 

Placement in foster home 19 4 
Placement in children's home 30 10 

Parents divorced before child was 15 23 13 

Parent(s) died before child was 15 10 5 
Born out of wedlock and never 27 4 
legitimized 

Source: Forssman, Hans and Thurve, Inga "One Hundred and Twenty 
Children Born After Application for Therapuetic Abortion 
Refused", Acta Psychiatry Scandinavia, Vol. 76 p.79. 

The unwanted children fared worse than did the control group on 

each index chosen for study. The authors found that the children born 

after application for abortion had been refused ro.n a greater risk of 

insecurity in childhood than did their control subjects. The unwanted 
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children were also more often in psychiatric services, were more often 

registered for anti-social and criminal behaviour, and slightly more 

often for drunken misconduct. More unwanted children as compared with 

the control group were educationally subnormal and fewer had an advanced 

education over and above that which was obligatory. More of the women 

in the study group as pexed with the control series married early and 

had children sooner. The authors conclude that the very fact a woman 

applies for legal abortion means that the prospective child runs a risk 

of having to surmount greater social and mental handicaps than its peers, 

even when the grounds for the application are so slight that it is 
fu d(ll p.87) re se. 

B. mttered Child Syndrome 

In recent years there has been much discussion of the effects of the 

"battered child syndrome" on the unwanted child. Colleen King( 3o) 

defines this as indica,ting "cases of children suffering from physical 

injury and/or deprivation of nutrition, care and affection in circumstances 

which indicate that such injury and/or deprivation are not accdiental".(p.?) 

She estimates that 10,000 children are unnecessarily maimed or killed 

annually as a direct result of this behaviour. 

C. Unloved Child Syndrome 

Dr. Desmond MacCarthy( 3i)has recently de:scribed the "unloved child 

syndrome". He believes that children living with their natural parents 

will fail to grow physically or emotionally if maternal love and warmth 

is lacking. He uses as an illustra tion a five year old boy who had 

not grown for one year, but when taken away from his mother and placed 

in a hospital, grew two inches in three months. 

VI. EFFECT OF ILLEGITIMACY ON THE CHILD 

Illegitimate children also constitute a specific high risk group. For 

example, in Denmark perinatal mortality in 1962 was 24.1 per 1000 for 

legitimate births and 34.1 per 1000 for illegitimate births. (32 ) The 

British Perinatal Mortality Survey found the risk to the illegitimate 

child to be 6Cf/o greater than in the population as a whole.(4) 

Pakter and her co-workers( 33 )a.nalysed the 59,207 illegitimate births 

in New York City from 1955-1959. They found "the unmarried mother and her 

infant within each ethnic group were significantly greater health risks 

than the married mother and her infant", (p.864) as the following table 

indicates. 
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TABLE V 

Maternal and Infant Mortality and Morbidity in New York, 
1955-59, by Marital Status: 

Unmarri ed :MP.-rried Factors 

Puerperal mortality 21.3 5.0 4X 
(per 10,000 births) 

Puerpera l mortality, white 27.0 3.0 9X 
Puerperal mortality, non-white 19.9 12.5 l½X 
Puerperal mortality, Puerto Rican 20 .8 s.5 2½X 
Infant mortality (per 1000 births) 48.2 23.9 2X 

Late foetal deaths (per 1000 births) 24.9 13.2 2X 

Premature births (per cent) 16.4 8.5 2X 

Complications of pregnancy (per cent) 10.7 8.0 11/3 

Source: Pakter, Jean et al "Out-of-wedlock Births in New York f!ity", 
American Journalof Public Health, Vol. 51, No. 6. 

From Table V it can be seen that in all indices studied, the unmarried 

women fared worse than did the married. A particularly striking feature of 

the above table is the f act that the v<l1ite unmarried puerperal mortality 

rate i s 9 times that of the white married group. In all ethnic groups 

abortions played a major role in de t ermining the ruerperal death rate as 

did the under-utilization of prenatal services. The lack of utilization 

of prenatal services also l ed to high prematurity r a t e s in all ethnic groups 

studied 

MATERNAL AND CHILD HCALTH STATISTICS FROM SELEC~1El) COu1f.11RIES 

In the preceding pages the causes of maternal and infant wastage due 

to avoidable morta,li ty or morbidity have been analysed. These variables 

are compounded in the developing world, where health services are inadequate. 

The following tables will attempt to further elucidate this po i nt by a 

comparison of maternal and child health statistics in the developed world 

with those of the developing. 

Table VI( 34 \hows the foetal, perinatal and infant mortality in the 

United States and six Y\fest European Countries. These countries have 

among the lowest rates for the entire world. 
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TABLE VI 

AYerage Annual Birth Rates, and Foetal Death, Perinatal, and Infant Mortality Ra tes: 

Selected Countries and Years 

Live Births In fant Mortal~ty Rates (per 1000 live . birt '~ 

Country ar.d l~ars per 1000 Foetal Perina tal 
Popul a tion Mortality Mort a lity Under 23 clays 28 days - 11 mths Under 1 year 

----- ----- -. ---

Denmarl<, 1960-62 16. 0 12. 3 26 .0 16. 0 5.1 21.1 

Eagl a11d & Wales, 1)60-62 17.6 15. 9 31.9 15. '.:.. 6. 3 21.6 

NetherlE.ncls, 196)-62 20.9 14.8 2lf 0 6 11. 5 l :. a 3 15.8 

l'b rway, 1956-60 17 0 9 l lf. 3 2t.}. 5 12.4 7.5 19.9 

Scotland, l !.?oJ~ 62 19.7 20.8 36.7 18. 0 8. 3 26 . 3 

Sweden, 1959-6.i. 13.9 13.7 25.2 13.2 3 . 2 16 .3 

United State~, 11~1-63 22.5 11.5 27 0 8 18. 3 7. 0 25.3 

1. r"oetal Deaths of 28 or more weeks gestation per 1000 live births and foetal deaths of 28 or more weeks' 
gestation. 

2. Inf ant Deaths under 7 days and foetal deaths of 28 or more weeks' gestation per 1000 live births and 
foetal deaths of 28 or more weeks ' gestation. 

s~urce: Jnternational Comparison of perinatal and Infant Mortality: The U. S. and Six West Eur..9_p~E1 __ <29~t~ 
fational Centre for Health St ati s tics Series III, No. 6. U.S., P.52 • 

• • 
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The health statistics of the developing world are not as accurate 

as those of the developed, but in all instances the most accurate figures 

or most reliable estaimtes have been used for this r eport. Gunnar Myrdal( 35 ) 

assumes the death registration of most South Asian Countries to err by 

more than 10 per cent and concludes that one can only indicate the 

probe,ble range of crude dea th rates . The following table, presents 

estimates of crude dea th rc.tes , infant mortality rates and life expec t ancy 

for selected South Asian Countries for the years 1960-1962. Except for 

the Indian .figures, the estimates Here prepared by the United Nations' 

Secretariat . 

TABLE VII 

Mortality Levels in 1960-62, by Three Principal Indicators 
(Countries Listed in Rising Order of Mortality) 

Probable range of: 

Country Crude death Infant Mortality Expectation of 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

rates Rates (Deaths per 1000 life at birth, 
live births) in years 

Ceylon 10-14 51-75 56-60 

Federation 10-14 76-100 51-55 
of Malaya 

Philippines 15-19 126-150 46-50 

Thailand 15-19 126-150 46-50 

India 20-24 126-150 46-50 

Indonesia 20-24 151-175 41-45 

South 20-24 151-175 41-45 
Vietnam 

Pakistan 20-24 151-175 36-40 

Burma 25-29 176-200 36-40 

Source: Myrdal , Gunnar, "Asian Dre..ma: An Inquiry into the Poverty 
of Natimns"; Vol. II. Penguin Press, London, 1968, p,1404 

India, as one of the large st and fastest groning nations in Asia, 

deserves further 2-ttention . Chandrasekhar( 36 )states that 11 12,rge annual 

increases in existing popula tion are due more to the definitive decline 

in the dea th r ate than any increase in the birth r a te (p.486). 
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For this reason he h2.s studied infant and mat ernal mortality in 

:Madras City, capi t..:~l of the Iiiadras State , and. one of the major cities in 

India . Madras also ranks high for its efficient rcgistrationr of vital 

s te..tistics. Table VIII shows the decline i n infant and maternal mortc.lity 

rates in recent years in Madras City , India . 

Year 

1951 

1952 

1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 

1957 
1958 

1959 
1960 
1961 

1962 

TABLE VIII 

Bi:;:-th, Do2,th, Inf2,nt Mortr.li ty and Mat ernal r,Iortali ty Rates 
in Madras City, 1951-1962 

Birth Rat e Death Rate Infant Mortality Ra t 0 Maternal Mortalit;z 
Rate 

41.11 29 . 31 166. 57 2.50 
42 . 20 29.03 163.02 2.40 

35.20 20 . 37 180.28 2.70 

37.12 20 .70 136 . 24 2.47 

39 . 59 19.90 145.24 2.18 

39.35 20 . 91 139.71 2.08 

39.65 20.34 144.60 1.95 

33 . 24 15.88 129.17 1.93 

32 ,88- 15.27 121.60 1.58 

41.61 10.71 115 . 79 1.15 

42 . 47 16.15 115 .10 1.12 

Source: Chandrasehkar, s. "Inf8Jlt Eortality in Madras City", in 
Horld Population Conference 1 Bolgrade 9 1965: Vol. II, p.409. 

The Latin American c.nd C2-ribbean area al so has high infant and 

maternal morta lity rates . Unfortunately the available data is even less 

accurate than that for Asia . S2,unders( 37 \n a study of Differential 

Fertility i n Brazil hr.:,s traced the decrease in infant mortality in the 

Federal District of Brazil from 1939-1950. Saunders states that the 

statistics in the Federal Distr ict are reasonably accurate and indicative 

of the general trend in the country 2,s a whole . 
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TABLE IX 

Infant Mortality in the Federal District of Brazil, 1939-1950 

Years Infant l'Jiorfality Rate 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Source: 

177.96 

165.93 

160.95 

148.48 

137.07 

147.07 

ne.74 

118.23 

108.48 

110.17 

101.37 

100 .50 

Saunders, J. V .. D. "Differential Fertility in Brazil" i 
Universi ty of Florida Press , 1958 1 p.35 

One of the best reviews of maternal, infant and child mortality 

throughout the world is A. Kessler 1 s( 3e)study in Proceedings of the 

8th International Conference of the IF~F. Table X (see appendix) illustrates 

the decline in death rates throughout the \Iorld9 deaths resulting from 

child-benring in India, for ex2,mple , esre nov! estimated to be 6 per 1000 

compared with 10 per 1000 five years ago and 25 ;ier 1000 in 1939. From 

1959- 1964 maternal mortality has declined by almost 2(J'/c in Middle and 

South American countries; decree,ses in infant mortality rates range from 

14% to 40% i n the period 1960-64. However, Kessler adds ~ reminder 

that the f all in death rates, uhilo world- •;;ide phenomenon , has not 

proceeded at the same rc,te in all countries . Infant mortali ty rates range 

from 12.4 in Sweden to 83 . 3 in Colombia, and up to a high of 350 to 400 

per 1000 in many countries . Within countries, death r a tes vary vri th ethnic 

group and socio-economic status 1 thus much more needs to be accomplished. 

CONCLUSION 

The preceding analysis of the r el a tionshi p between family planning and 

maternal and child health has attempted t o indica te those factors whi ch 

lead to mc1 .. ternal and child loss i n S) ecific areas of the world . It em1)hasizes 
---- ·-th2 need for further regional epidemiological studies of r eproductive health 

and disease and for more statistical data relating to maternal and child 

morbidity and mortality • 

.An ideal approach to this problem is exemplified by Sir Dugald Bc~ird 1 s 

advice to public h'-'alth workers: -
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"The lo,rest (dea th) rates possible will be achieved 

(a) where first-class mediec.'-1 supervision is univers2,l, 

(b) where all grow up and live in a healthy environment and 

are ~ell nourished, (c) wher e all first births take place 

at a relatively early maternal age , (d) where women do not 

wear themselves out by too frequent child-bearing, and (e) 

wher e mothers have adequate knowledge and facilities for 

child care. Under such conditions, the maternal mo»tality 

r s to would be negligible, the stillbirth and neonat al 

death-ra tes each under 10 per 1,000, and the post-neonatal 

dea,th-re.te only a fraction of its l)resent level."(39) 

Stillbirth 

Inf&1t Mortality 

Neonatal Lortality 

Post-neonatal 
I(iorfali ty 

Perinatal :i'iiortali ty 

- End -

GLOSSARY 

- Child which ha s issued forth from its mother 
after the 28th vwek of pregnancy which did not 
breathe or shou any other sign of lifo. 

All deaths in tho first year of life. 

- Deaths in the first 4 woeks of life . 

- Deaths after the first 4 wueks but before 
end of the first year. 

Stillbirths and deaths in the first wecc:k of 
life. 



APPENDIX I 

TABLE X 

Maternal, infant and child mortality rates 

Matema/ mortality Infant mortality Child mortality Percentage decrease since 1950 
per J(J()(J 0-11 molllhs per 1000 1-4 years per Maternal Infant Child 
live births live births 1 000 population mortality mortality mortality 

Country 1950 1960 1964 1950 1960 1964 1950 1960 1964 1960 1964 1960 1964 1960 1964 

Africa 
Mauritius 1 ·8 1·5 76·3 69·5 56·7 14·9 10·7 6·2 8·9 25·1 28·2 58 ·4 

America 
Chile 3·6 3·0 2·6 153·2 131 ·6 114·2 lS·O 10·9 7· 1 16·7 27·8 14· l 25·5 27·3 52·7 
Colombia 4·0 2·6 2·5 123 ·9 99·8 83 ·3 22·0 19·7 15·6 35·0 37·5 19·5 32·8 IO•S 29·1 
Ecuador 2·4 109·7 100·0 94·0 27·4 8·8 14·3 
El Salvador 2·4 1 ·7 1 · t 81 ·2 76·3 65·0 24·9 29·2 54·2 6·0 20·0 
Guatemala 2·3 2·7 106·8 91·9 91·6 14·0 14·2 
Mexico l ·9 1·8 96·2 74·2 64·5 27·8 15·6 12·7 22·9 33·0 43·9 54·3 
Panama 2·1 l ·6 68·4 56·8 42·8 11·0 9·2 8·0 17·0 37·4 16·4 27·3 
Paraguay 102 ·0 52·1 80·3 5·6 48·9 21 ·3 
Peru 103 ·7 92· l 83·5 23·4 18·7 11 ·2 19·5 20·1 
Venezuela 1 ·0 1 ·0 80·9 53·9 48·7 12·0 7·7 6·2 33·4 39·8 35·8 48·3 

Eastern Mediterranean 
Israel, Jewish population 1 ·0 0·6 0 •2 45·6 27·2 23 ·9 3·9 1 ·5 1·0 40·0 80 ·0 40·4 47·6 61·5 74·4 
Tunisia 54·7• 121 ·9 
UAR• 1·1 170·9 141 · l 15·7 

Euro]¥ 
Grcca: 0·6 0·6 35·4 40·1 35 ·8 2·0 1 ·5 +13·3 +H 
Poland 0 ·4 0·4 108·0 56·8 47 ·7 1 ·7 1·4 47·4 55·8 
Turkey 75·1 
Yugosla,ia 1 · 5 1 ·4 118·4 87 ·8 77·5 11 ·0 6·5 4·7 25·8 34·5 40·9 57·3 1 

South-East Asia 
Ceylon 5·6 0·9 -SI ·6 56·8 24·2 9·9 83·9 30·4 59·1 
India 127·1 86·5 31·9 
Tiiailand 4·2 3·2 62·4 49·0 37·7 lNi 17·3 21 ·5 39·6 +27·2 

Western Pacific 
30·5 China: Taiwan 1 · 1 0·8 35·3 23·9 7·9 4·9 13 ·6 32·3 

Philippines 2·0 2·2 101-~ 73·1 70·5 9·3 8·2 28 ·1 30·6 

« Europeans • L<:>calitics with health bureaux 

• 
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AUSTRIAN MISSI ON 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS .. 
14 EAS T 68TH ST R EET 

N EW YORK, N . Y . 10021 

DEC 111968 

TEL. YUKO N 8 -7 400 

The Permanent Representative of Austria to the 

United Nations presents his compliments to the Secre­

tary- General of the United Nations and in referring 

to latter's note [so 244 (181 has the honour to transfer 

herewith the observations of the competent Austrian 

authorities concerning the execution of a national 

survey regarding the status of women and family planning . 

Austria belongs to those countries who undertake 

an effort in the field of family policy to achieve a 

higher birth rate than the mortality rate. The population 

structur in Austria is signified through the fact, that 

up to the year 1972 for 1000 employed people there will 

be 504 old people with pension allowance . To secure the 

wealth of the families all endeavours must therefore be 

directed to achieve an appropriate growth of population. 

In considering the above mentioned facts the 

competent Austrian authorities consider that it is 

therefore at the present moment not appropriate to con-- -
duct studies in Austria about the problems of family 

The Secretary-General 
of the United Nations 

United Nations Headquarters 
New York 10017, N.Y . 

./2 
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planning . 

Measures have been undertaken in Austria in various 

fields for the promotion of the family . Austria has passed 

a law concerning the mater nity which grants for the working 

mothers before and after confinement a period of protection. 

During this period each mother is released from work and 

receives her full wages. In addition to this regulation each 

mother can demand for the duration of one year after the 

birth of the child an unpaid vacation . During this unpaid 

vacation the working place of the mother has to be reserved. 

For each child up to 16 years a family allowance is 

granted in Austria and if the professional trainin g will 

take a longer time this family allowance can be received up 

to the age of 22 years . Besides the above mentioned family 

allowance each child can also receive a scholarship for his 

studies . 

The Permanent Representative of Austria to the United 

Nations avails himself of this opportunity to renew to the 

Secr etary-General of the United Nations the assurances of 

his highest consideration . 

New York, December 6, 1968 - -· ,'2.lng 
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The Permanent Representative of Malaysia to 

the United Nations presents his compliments to the Secr etary­

General of the United Nations and has the honour to refer to 

the latter ' s note SO 244(18) of 5th July , 1968 . The 

Permanent Representative wishes to inform the Secretary­

General that the Malaysian Government will be conducting a 

national survey on the status of women and family planning 

along the lines indicated in operative para .2{a) of Economic 

and Social Council Resolution 1326(XLIV) of 31st May , 1968 . 

The Permanent Representative of i'Ialaysia to 

the United Nations avails himself of this opport unity to r enew 

to the Secretary-General of the United Nations the assurances 

of his highest consideration . 

New York , 6th December , 1968 . 

/ 
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No . gJ, 7 /EC 

RMANENT MISSION OF B U RMA. 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

NEW YORK 

December 3, 1968 . 

The Permanent Representative of Burma to the United 

Nations pre sents his compliments to the Secretary-General of 

the United Nations and has the honour to acknowledge receipt 

of the latter's note of 22 November 1968 , requesting interested 

Member States to undertake a national survey or case study 

of the status of women and family planning , taking into account 

certain relevant factors out lined in conomic and Social 

Council resolution 1326(XLIV) of 31 May 1968. 

The contents of the note under acknowledgement have 

been transmitted to the authorities in Burma for their 

attention. 

The Permanent Representative of Burma avails himself 

of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary- General of the 

United Nations the assurances of his highest consideration. 
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N .K. BHATNAGAR, 
B-18/3$.2, Lodhi Colony, 
NEW D&LHI (INDIA) 

....::......-=---• December2, 1968. 

The Officer Inch~ ge, . ............ • 
,Hu .N. Division of Human Rigbts,-, 

11 United Nations 1 
~ NEW YORK (tT. S .A.) leted 

l ' 
r' - ._ 

~ 
' .. ······ ...... .. -

At present I am engaged 
... "' 

in writing- a Paper on ,-, .,. 
J • -~ 

,Family Planning and Status of Women and .during the course 
,, f;:~ · , ~ 

of my study I have come~ that the foll~wing Paper 

was read at the Seminar on Measures Requiring for the -~ 
) 

Advancement of Women held in Phillipines in December,1966:. 

I 

Background Paper A by Mrs. Marguerite J.Fisher, 
Prof. of Political Science, Maxwell Gra.duate 
School, Syracuse University, Syracuse, New York. 

This Paper will be very useful for my study. I 

request you to send a copy of this Paper to me urgently as 

I have to finish my Paper positively by the end of this 

month. 

Thanking you, 

Yours faithfully, 

["(1 (/lJ,., ·~ 
( N. K BHATNAG ) 
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Federal Republic of Germany 
The Permanent Observer 

to the United Nations 

Pol I B 1 - 80.25/ 6 

,DEC~ 1 8 

T 

l~•~ 
O~Act1 n 
n-Ac~.:-JC\ 

· ,7'"; C I 1C. 
~.1-;A,~....,-' .. V \:: .. 

405 Lexington Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10017 
MUrray Hill 7-6882 

The Permanent Observer of the Federal 

Republic of Germany to the United Nations presents 

his compliments to the Secretary-General of the 

United Nations and has the honour to acknowledge 

receipt of the latter's Note of 22 November 1968 

~ 244(18)i)oncerning the submission of a national 

survey or case study of the status of women and family 

planning. 

The contents of the Note have been for­

warded to the Government of the Federal Republic of 

Germany. 

New York , 29 November 196 

_ __J 



MISSION PERMANENTE DE LA REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO 

aupres des Nations Unies 

.• , ... ····~ , , ,,:::,.1•;vl "'-: •:i~£ OEMOCRATIC 
~ ' • lt3 ~ .. d J ,..... ... J l,g 

R!Pu9U3 , p T'iE s::::~.J iu THE u. ~-

TI/ge 
No.1~78/68 

4 0-402 Ei\"" 5ist SlHE t ~ 
HEW 'YO K, H. Y.10022 ~ ... 

~• Tf82k IJ , H. I. 

1il!il. fiiiH r 81/J e, Gt 

Le Representant Permanent de la Republique Democratique du 

Congo aupres des Nations Unies presente ses compliments au Secretaire 

General de l'Organisation des Nations Unies, et a . l'honneur d'accuser 

reception de sa note No. SO 244(18) du 22 novembre 1968, dont le contenu 

a retenu toute son attention. 

Le Representant Permanent de la Republique Democratique du 

Congo aupres des Nations Unies saisit cette occasion pour renouveler au 

Secretaire General de l'Organisation des Nations Unies, les assurances 

de sa tres haute consideration. 

S.E. U.THANT 
Secretaire General des N,U 
NATIONS UNIES 
New York, N,Y 

New York, le 26 novembre 1968 

TED 
UE 

0~ 
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PERMANENT MISSION of the MALDIVE ISLANDS 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

Concord Hotel of Manhattan 

130 East 40th Street 

New York, N. Y. 10016 

MU 3-9580 

(TEMPORARY ADDRESS) 

No. MM/SUN/113/68 23rd November, 1968. 

His Excellency the Secretary-General, 
United Nations, 
New York, N.Y. 10017. 

Excellency, 

With reference to your Note No.,SO 244(18idated 
22nd November, 1968, I would like to inorm Your cellency 
that, the Maldivian Government's views on the subject was 
conveyed by my letter No . MM/SUN/107/68 of 16th November, 
1968 . However, I am passing the contents of Your Excellency's 
present Note to my Government, for any further comments that 
they may have. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my 
highest consideration. 

A/,j£ar 
Permanent Representative of the Maldive 

Islands to the United Nations. 
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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNiES 
k;~ 

NEW YORK 

CA.LI: AOOtll:■■ • UNATIDN ■ NltWYOAK • AD•E•■ E TEL.l:OtlA~HIQUIE 

mmm SO 244( 18) 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations presents his compliments 

to the Permanent Representative of ••• to the United Nations 

and has the honour to refer to his note SO 244(18) of 5 July 1968, in 

which he invited His Excellency's Government, in accordance with 

Economic and Social Council resolution 1326 (XLIV) of 31 May 1968, if 

the latter was interested in so doing, to undertake a national survey 

or case study of the status of women and family planning, taking into 

account certain relevant factors outlined in the above-mentioned 

resolution, and to make its findings available to the Secretary-General, 

as a basis for a further report on the question. 

His Excellency might recall that the Secretary-General in his 

above-mentioned note indicated that it would be greatly appreciated if 

the findings of such a national survey or case study could be sent t o 

him at the Headquarters of the United Nations by 1 February 1969, so 

that the Special Rapporteur, appointed by the Commission on the Status 

of Women at its twenty-first session (1968) to continue the study on 

the status of women and family planning, might take this information 

into account, as requested by the Council, in the report which the 

Special Rapporteur has been asked to submit to the Commission on the 

Status of Women. 



UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

The Secretary-General has the honour to inform His Excellency 

that, after recent consultations with the Special Ra pporteur, it has 

been decided that the date of submission for such infc. r:nation should 

be extended to 1 December 1969, in order to enable interested Governments 

to have more time to undertake nat ional surveys or case studies. The 

Secretary -General would be most gr at eful if he could be i nformed , if 

possible by 1 March 1969, if His Excellency's Government, in view of 

the extension of the date, would undertake a national survey or case 

study of the status of women and family planning, j_n order t hat he may 

so advise the Special Rapporteur. 

22 November 1968 



72 MEMBER STATES PLUS 3 NON-MEMBERS 

ENGLISH 

AFGHANISTAN 
AUSTRALIA 
AUSTRIA 
BARBADOS 
BOTSWANA 
BRAZIL 
BURMA 
BYELORUSSIAN SSR 
CANADA 
CEYLON 
CHINA 
CYPRUS 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
DENMARK 
ETHIOPIA 
FINLAND 
GAMBIA 
GHANA 
GREECE 
GUYANA 
HUNGARY 
ICELAND 
INDIA 
INDONESIA 
IRAQ 
IRELAND 
ISRAEL 
JAMAICA 
JAPAN 
JORDAN (HASHEMITE) 
KENYA 
KUWAIT 
LESOTHO 
LIBERIA 
LIBYA 
MALAWI 
MALAYSIA 
MALDIVE ISLANDS 
MALTA 

MAURITIUS 
MONGOLIA 
NEPAL 
NETHERLANDS 
NEW ZEALAND 
NIGERIA 
NORWAY 
PAKISTAN 
PHILIPPINES 
POLAND 
PORTUGAL 
SAUDI ARABIA 
SIERRA LEONE 
SINGAPORE 
SOMALIA 

CORRESPONDENCE UNIT 

SOUTH AFRICA (REPUBLIC OF) 
SOUTHERN YEMEN 
SUDAN 
SWAZILAND 
SWEDEN 
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 
THAILAND 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
TURKEY 
UGANDA 
UKRAINIAN SSR 
UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 
UNITED KINGOOM 
UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

· n:MEN 
YUGOSLAVIA 
ZAMBIA 

NON-MEMBER STATES 

GERMANY (FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF) 
KOREA (REPUBLIC OF) 
WESTERN SAMOA 

INFORMATION COPY SENT TO: NOT SENT TO: CHINA-CYPRUS-DENMARK-ErIIIOPIA-
HUNGARY-JAPAN-LIBYA-NETHERLANDS­
NEW ZEALAND-NORWAY-PHILIPPINES-

ALSO SENT TO: SOUTH AFRICA-TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO-
FAO. GATT. IAEA. ICAO. Il,O .• IMCO. INT.BANK. UNI'l$0 KINGIX)M-UNITEB STATES-
INT . FUND. ITU. UNESCO . UPU . WHO. WMO. ZAMBIA-SWAZILAND-

COPY SENT TO: 
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UNITED NATIONS - NATIONS UNIES 

NEW YORK 

CA■ LII: ADD.II:■■ • UNATIDN ■ NEWYOIIK • AD .. C. ■ 81: TltLll:D•AIIHIC,UC 

maHNca SO 244(18) 
... 

/ 
Le Secretaire general de l'Organisation des Nations Unies presente 

ses compliments au Representant permanent de •• • aupres de l'Organisation 

et a l'honneur de se referer a sa note SO 244(18) en date du 

5 juillet 1968 dans laquelle 11 invitait le Gouvernement de 

Son Excellence, conformement A la resolution 1326 (XLIV) du Conseil 

economique et social du 5 juillet 1968, ~ entreprendre, si la. question 

l'interessait, une enquete national.e ou une etude de cas d'esp~ce sur 

la. condition de la femme et la planification de la. famille, en tenant 

compte des facteurs indiques dans la. resolution susmentionnee et A 

lui faire conna!tre ses conclusions qui serviraient de base Aun 

·nouveau rapport sur la. question. 

Son Excellence se rappelle probablement que le Secretaire general, 

dans la. note en question, indiquait qu'il serait tr~s reconnaissant au 

Gouvernement de Son Excellence si les conclusions de l'enquete nationale 

ou de l'etude de cas d1esp~ce entreprise pouvaient lui etre communiquees 

au Si~ge de l'Organisation des Nations Unies, au plus tard le 

ler fevrier 1969, afin que le Rapporteur special, charge par la 

Commission de la. condition de la. femme Asa vingt et uni~me session 

(1968) de poursuivre l'etude de la condition de la femme et de la 

planification de la famille, puisse, comme le Conseil le lui a demande, 

tenir compte de ces renseignements pour etablir le rapport qu'elle a 

ete priee de sourttettre A la Commission de la condition de la f'ennne. 

Le Secretaire general souhaite informer Son Excellence qu'A l'issue 

de consultations recentes avec le Rapporteur special, il a ete decide 
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que la date a laquelle ces renseignements devaient parvenir pouvait 

etre repoussee au ler decembre 1969 afin de donner aux gouvernements 

interesses d.avantage de temps pour entreprendre un~ enquete nationale 

ou une etude de cas d'espece. Le Secretaire general serait tres 

reconnaissant au Gouvernement de Son Excellence de bien vouloir lui 

faire savoir, si possible avant le ler mars 1969, si compte tenu de 

la prolongation du delai initial, il a l'intention d'entreprendre une 

enquete nationale ou une etude de cas d'espece siy;a condition de la 

femme et la planification de la famille de manier~ le Secretai~e 

general puisse en informer le Rapporteurs~ 

"( Le 22 novembre 1968 

C) ~ 
G 

• • 



34 MEMBE:R STATES PLUS 6 NON-MEMBERS 

FRENCH 

ALBANIA 
ALGERIA 
BEWIUM 
BULGARIA 
BURUNDI 
CAMBODIA 
CAMEROON 
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 
CHAD 
CONGO (BRAZZAVILLE) 
CONGO (DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF) 
DAHOMEY 
FRANCE 
GABON 
GUINEA 
HAITI 
IRAN 
ITALY 
IVORY COAST 
LAOS 
LEBANON 
LUXEMBOURG 
MADAGASCAR 

INFORMATION COPY SENT TO: 

ALSO SENT TO: 

COPY SENT TO: 

MALI 
MAURITANIA 
MOROCCO 
NIGER 
ROMANIA 
RWANDA 
SENIDAL 
TOGO 
TUNISIA 

CORRESPONDENCE UNIT 

UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC 
UPPER VOLTA 

NON-MEMBER STATES 

HOLY SEE 
LIECHTENSTEIN 
MONACO 
SAN MARINO 
SWITZERLAND 
VIET-NAM (REPUBLIC OF) 

NOT SENT TO: IDXEMBOURG.MADAGASCAR. 
LIECHTENSTEIN. VIET NAM. 
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UNITED NATIONS (~) - NATIONS UNIES 

NEW YORK 

mmm SO 244(18) 

El Secretario General de las Naciones Unt ass uda atentamente 
al Senor Representante Permanente de ••• ante la~ Naciones Unidas 

/ I 

y tiene el honor de referirse a su nota·SO 244(18) del 5 de julio de 1968, 
' ' en la que se invitaba al Gobierno de Su Excelencia, de conformidad con 

la resoluci6n 1326 (XLIV), del Consejo eon6mico y Social, del 31 de mayo 
I" 

de 1968, a emprender, si estaba interesado en ello, estudios nacionales 

e por cases sobre la condici6n de !a mujer y la planificaci6n de la 

familia, temande en consider~ci6n algunos elementos pertinentes que se 

resum!an en la mencionada resoluci6n, ya transmitir sus conclusiones al 

Secretario General com base para elaberar un inferme sebre esta cuesti6n. 

Como Su Excelencia recordara, en la nota mencionada el Secretario 

General indic6 que quedar!a·muy agradecido si se le pudieran enviar las 

conclusiones de aicho estudio nacioml o por cases a la Sede de las 

Naciones Unid~ ntes del 1° de febrero de 1969, a fin de que el Relater 

la Comisi6n de la Condici6n Jur!dica y Social de 

la Mujer en su vigesimo primer per!odo de sesiones (1968) para que 

continuara el estudio de la condici6n de la mujer y la planificaci6n de 

la familia, pudiera, como hab!a solicitado el Censeje, tener en cuenta 

esa informaci6n en el informe que se le hab!a pedido que presentara a 

la Cemisi6n de la Condici6n Juridica y Social de la Muj.er. 



• 

UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 
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El Secretario General tiene el honor de informar a Su Excelencia 

que despues de recientes consultas con el Relater Especial, se ha 

decidido aplazar ' la fecha de presentaci6n de esa informaci6n hasta 

el 1° de diciembre de 1969 a fin de que los Gobiernos interesados 

tengan mas tiempo para realizar los estudios nacionales o por casos. 

El Secretario General quedar1a muy agradecido si se le pudiera informar, 

de ser posible antes del 1° de marzo de 1969, si el Gobierno de 

Su Excelencia, en vista del aplazarniento de la fech, emprender1a un 

estudio nacional o por casos sabre la condici6n d mujer y la 
/ 

planificaci6n de la farnilia, 1carlo al Relater 

Especial. 

, oviembre de 1968 

• • 
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SPANISH (19 MEMBERS) 

ARGENI'INA 

BOLIVIA 

CHILE 

COLOMBIA 

COSTA RICA 

CUBA 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

ECUADOR 

EL SALVADOR 

GUATEMALA 

HONDURAS 

MEXICO 

NICARAGUA 

PANAMA 

PARAGUAY 

PERU 

SPAIN 

URUGUAY 

VENEZUELA 

CORRESPONDENCE UNIT 

NOT SENT TO: 

Chile 
Dominican Republic 
Guatemala 
Guinea Equatorial 

INFORMATION COPY SENT TO: 



LIGUE DES SOCIETES DE LA CROIX-ROUGE 
Federation Mondiale des Societes Nationales de la Croix-Rouge, 

du Croissant-Rouge et du Lion et Soleil Rouges 

Telegraphe : LICROSS-GENEVE 
Telephone : 34 55 80 -Telex : 22555 

Madame Margaret K. Bruce 
Chef de la Section de la 
Condition de la Femme 

Nations Unies 
Geneve 

1211 GENEVE 19 
SUISSE 

5o J. 'f'+(, f) 

~ft--

Sujet: Etude supplementaire des rapports entre 
la condition de la femme et la planification de 
la famille 

Madame, 

Nous nous excusons de venir aujourd hui accuser 
reception de votre circulaire du 12 aoQt 1968 , seul un 
surcro t de travail en est la cause. Le sujet souleve 
est certes tres interessant , mais il deborde quelque peu 
le cadre des activites de notre federation, la Ligue des 
Soc i etes de la Croix-Rouge . et bien que son champ d ' action 
s etende a des domaines les plus divers , celui de la 
condition de la femme et de la planification de la famille 
n ' est pas specifi quement en relation directe avec ses 
activites. 

Nous nous bornerons done pour le moment a vous 
remercier de bien vouloir nous tenir au courant du 
developpement de ce sujet particulierement interessant , 
et vous prions de croire , Madame , a nos hommages respec­
tueux. 

Nedim Abut 
Secretaire General Adjoint 



MISSION PERMANENTE 

OE LA REPUBLIQUE GABONAISE 

AUPRES DES NATIONS UNIES 

No 653/.MP/NY/68 - LN/EG 

P . J . : 1 -

B66 UNITED NATIONS PLAZA, ROOM 536 

UNION • TRAVAIL • JUSTICE 

/4~ /4~ NEW voRK, LE 19 Novembre 1968 

.t.12. s 

Monsieur le Secretaire General , 

J 1ai 1 1 honneur de vous faire parvenir ci ­
joint , photocopie d ' une lettre qui nous a ete adressee 
par Monsieur le Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres et 
du Tourisme , en reponse aux documents que nous leur 
a vi o n s transmis , conGernant la planification de la 
£amille et la condition de la femme . 

Veuillez agreer , Monsieur le Secretaire 
General, 1 1 assurance de ma tres haute consideration. 

Lubin 

t 

Monsieur le Secretaire General 
de l ' Organisation des Nations Unies 

NEW YORK . N. Y. 



I 
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MP/AE/1:1/11/68. 

_:REPU~iLfQUE . GABONAISE 
l / 

UNION - TRAVAIL - JUSTICE 

MINISTERE DES AFFAIRES ETRANGERES 

ET DU TOURISME 
Libre-dUc, le 

SECRETARIAT GENERAL~ 

Division des Affaires J 
Economiques et Financi~res.-Y 

Le Ministre des Aff aires Etrangeres 

et du Tourisme 

No 5-1-1-8-----./ MAE/DAEF. -
:I Monsieur le Che:f de la ;'-J ission 

Permanente de la Republique 
Gabonaise 

Aupres des Nations Unies 
866, United Nations Plaza 

NEW YORK 17 1 N.Y. 

Objet i Planification de la famille 
et condition de la femme. 

n1t1VtA mw YORK tr /6 3 If NO'! 1 9 i968 
£NREGISTRE AU NO- r 

Hef". : Votre lettre n° 398/MF/NY/68-
RR/VG du 15 Juillet 1968. 

Monsieur le Che:f de la Mission Permanente, 

En reponse a votre lettre citee en reference, 
j 1 ai l'honneur de vous prier de bien vouloir informer Mon­
sieur Je Secretaire General de !'Organisation des Nations 
Unies que le Ministire des Affaires Economiques, du Deve­
loppement, du Plan, des Mines, de l'Energie et des Ressour­
ces Hydrauliques Service de la Statistique a soumis a un 
examen approfondi !'ensemble des documents que vous m1 avez 
transmis par lettre n° 398/MP/NY/68~RR/VG du 15 Juillet 
1968. . . 

Dans le cadre du plan quinquennal 1966-1970, 
il a ete prevu un recensement demographique et une enqu~te 
socio-medicale ayant pour but de traiter les problemes de 
fecondite qui se posent au Gabon. Les etudes fourniront des 
elements appreciables susceptibles de repondre avec preci• 
sion au dossier que vous m'avez transmis • 

• • • • I •. •• 
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Ila ete recommande que les problimes 
souleves dans ce dossier soient approfondis dis 
que possible. Ce travail ne pourra @tre cffectue 
qu•en 1970 date i laquelle les resultats des opera­
tions precitees seront disponibles. 

Veuillez agreer, Monsieur le Chef de 
la Mission Permanente, l'assurance de ma haute 
consideration./-

Pour le Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres 
ct du Tourisme en mission 

Le Ministre de l'Habitat ct de 1 1 Urbanisme, 
Charge de 1 1 0rganisation Na t i onalc des 
Femmes Gabonaises; assurant l'inter· . im • 

Paul Maurice 
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the extenllion of the dat• of submission on infomation on the 

above-mentioned aubject , would undertake a national ~ or 

oaae atua, on th• atatue ot wo-.n and :tamil;y planning, in ol"der 

that he llq, 80 dv1• the 



244 (16) 

ion prea nt hia 

196, 

ia unable to undenak: a 
cli tatua of women and family 

plannin, in aooordano Econ c and Social Council reaolution 
1326 (XL V) adopt d on 31 ~ 196 

Hi lEl'l.cy ght r oall h t oretary-Oeneral 1n hi• note 

244 ( 18) o 17 1968, in whiah Bia ixoelleno7' • 

Govemment, in a.o rdanoe with Council resolution 

1326 {XLIV), make national survey or oaa atudy on the · atua ot 

ily planning if it waa intereated in ■o doing, indicated 

uld be gre :tly appreoiated it the tindinga ot auch national 

~ or o •• study could be sent to him at the B•ad~ers ot the 

United lationa b 1 Pebruary 1969, 50 that th Special Rapporteur, 

appointed by th Coaiisaion on the tatua of OIHll to oontinue the 

•tu~ ot the atatua ot WOilen and family planning, might take his 

inform tion into account, aa requ ated b7 th Council, in the report 

which ahe haa be ulced to aubinit to the Collinieaion on the Statua 
ot omen. 
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244 (l ) 

• er tar;r-Otneral ot t Unit• Jfationa preeanta hie 

lim ta t-o the Pertn em epre•rit t ve of the pu lie ot 

Zambia o the Unit ationa and haa th• honour to &QK:nowled 

o ipt of Ria oellenoy-•e note dated 23 pte11ber 196 , stating 

t :t, for laok o~ ti e, Bia oellm.oy' GoYe t ii un ble to 

undenalc a national 8Ul'Vey or c atudy on the statue of w 

n tam.ly planning, in aocordanoe 

reaolution 1326 ( IV) adopte o 31 

th oonblnio and oial Council 

1968. 

a oellanoy iDight reoall that t • oretary-o«n ral in hie 

note 244 (18) ot 5 Ju3.T 1968, in which h invit ell 07'• 

vemJZlrent, 1:n accordance th oonOlllio and oi 11 reaolu·U 

1326 (XLIV), male a national IIU1"T9 or oaaa a uq on e e atua o~ 

aen ~d family- planning if it wu intereate oing, indioat 

that it would be atl7 appreciated it the findings of oh a n Uo al 

aurvey- or oaae atud,y could b t to hi 

it•d ationa by: 1 bru 1969, tba • 
ppointed b7 the aai on the tatu 

and famil7 planning, 1 t take hi• 

1nformat1 into account, aa re ue.-ted by: he Council• in port 

ioh ahe hi.a been a to b to th e tua of 

om • 



The Seoretary-General ha the honour to inform Bi• Exoelleno7 that, 

after reoent oonaulta.tiona with the Spacial Rappo,rteur, it has been 

decided that :th date of submission for 811Ch information ahould be 

extended to l D camber 1969, in order to abl interested Oove:rmnente 

to have more time to undertake n tio aurve:,a or ca•• tudiea. '!'he 

Secretaey-Gene:ral uld fie ost grat tul it he oould be i.rifol'lll8d, if 

PQsaible by- l ah 1969, if Ria Excell cy:'a Govern ent, in view of the 

:rtenBion of the dat of 1Aibmi1u,ion on informa:Uoti on the above- entioned 

subject, would W1dertak a national survey or ca■• itudy on the atatua of 

women and family pl~, in order that he may so i.dvi .. the eoial 

Rapporteur. 



MKB/ue 

RECC 
: 

1 4 NOV19 

S 244 (18) 8 No ber 1968 

D ar Mr. 1 eh miah, 

sh to ackn nith thanks our l r to • 
La nee •ro.ng th the status of 
·h curi•ently b en by tr .... H . S 

P. ~ appo ssion on th Statu 

ha.v • ip 's att .. mtion to your tt 
e pr ed h r i ti ' art r • , 
howe , this sib fo pr sent time. ht · 
be -possible · few mcnt f 1969. In th s connexion, 
ho v: r, I ;.,,.10 u th t h ided to d fer the compl tion 
of r final repo nd th 1970 dat th Commi. ior1 h 
originally s ·• 

In the anti , t. etul if you l'JO u.l r 
to u here at the Unite ati _ s 110 qu , documentation 
yo consider relovant to this 

Your inc rely, 

ce 

v .tion on the Status of o n 

. lr. J • • A. Nehemiah 
l'ir c ·or 
Int national ency Liaison ivision 

ood - d gric" ture Organization 
of the United Nations 

Via dell Terme di Carac l· 
Ro e, Italy 
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MISION PERMANENTE DE CHILE 
ANTE LAS NACIONES UNIDA:5 

809 UNITED NATIONS PLAZA 

NEW Y.ORK. N, Y. 10017 

No. 110 

Nueva York, 31 de octubre de 1968 . 

~ .. 

so 

Senor Secretario General: 

En relacion a la Nota de Vuestra 

Excelencia SO 244 ( 18) tengo el agrado de comunicarle que el 

Ministerio de Salud Publ ica de la Republic a de Chile suscribio, 

el 28 de junio de 1968, un acuerdo con la Agencia Internacional 

de Desarrollo para efectuar durante dos anos y medio estudios 

sobre "lnvestigacion Operacional en Planificacion Familiar" cuyo 

objetivo es medir efectos de los servicios de planificacion familiar 

ofrecidos en Chile en tasas de natalidad, aborto y mortalidad 

materna. 

Oportunamente y a medida que se 

obtengan pondre en conocimiento de Vuestra Excelencia detalles 

del programa y sus resultados. 

Aprovecho esta oportunidad para 

reiterar a Vuestra Excelencia las seguridades de mi mas alta 

y distinguida consideracion. 

AL EXCt::LENTISIMO 
U THANT 

Embajador 
Representante P.armanente 

SECRETARIO GENERAL 
NAC!ONES UNIDAS 
NUEVA YORK. 
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29 October 1968 

Excellency, 

I have the honour to make reference to your letter, No . 

SO 244(18), dated 5 July 1968, concerning family planning and the 

status of women. 

'Ihe problem of population growth does not exist in Lib­

ya and consequently the Government does not intend, at the present, 

to undertake any survey of family planning. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest 

consideration . 

His Excellency 
U Thant 
Secretary General 
United Nations 

/ Ii -a / J}J--- , 
WAHBI EL BOURI ) 

Permanent Representative of Libya 
to the United Nations 



PERMANENT MISSION OF 

THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

711 THIRD AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N . Y. 10017 

TELEPHONE: OXFORD 7-5547 

No. 3990 ✓ 

The Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of 

the Netherlands to the United Nations presents his 

compliments to the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations and with reference to his note § 244(18) / 
dated 5 July 1968, has the honour to inform the 

Secretary-General that the Netherlands Government 

is preparing a contribution for the studi of the 

status of women and family planning_y.ndertaken by 
_,.... ........ --....._____~ ~ ,,_ •-• Ml... a111. SI ~ 'IIP :1!11 ••s lt>ljfi 

the Special Rapporteur. The Netherlands Government cannot, 

however, give the assurance that this contribution 

will reach the Secretary-General before 1 February 

1969. 
The Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of 

the Netherlands avails himself of this opportunity 

to renew to the Secretary-General the assurances 

of his highest consideration . 

The Secretary-General 
of the United Nations 
New York, N.Y. 

.{ New York, 

v 
1 



No. 3990 

The Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands to the United Nations presents his 
compliments to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations and with reference to his note SO 244(18) 
dated 5 July 1968, has the honour to inform the 
Secretary-General that the Netherlands Government 
is preparing a contribution for the study of the 
status of women nd family planning undertaken by 
the Special Rapporteur. The Netherlands Government,cannot, 
however, give the assurance that this contribution 
will reach the Secretary-General before 1 February 
1969. 

The Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands avails himself of thi s opportunity 
to renew to the Secretary-General the assurances 
of his highest consideration. 

New York, 28 October 1968 

The Secretary-General 
pf the United Nations 
New York, N.Y. 



SC I 68/215 ······· ····························· 

PERMANENT MISSION OF J A PAN 

TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

N EW YORK 

The Permanent Representative of Japan to the United Nations 

presents his compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

and, with reference to the latter's note No.~ 0 244(18~ ~ated 5 July 1968, 

has the honour to inform the Secretary-General that the Government of 

Japan has no plan to undertake a na~ion':! ~ ~I or case study relating to 

the status of women and family planning in accordance with the resolution 

132 6 (XLIV) of the Economic and Social Council. 

24 October 1968 


