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For the Secretâ «Cenierjal only

la the cables received frem the French Embassy in Peking,, the notable
factor of recent weeks is the obvious efforts of China's diplomacy to
manifest a desire of rapprochement with Prance. Mr. Chen Yi has recently
received the French Ambassador for a wide-ranging discussion of International
issues. T-Jhile the wain issues remained China's hostility to "both the United
States arid the OSSR, the French Ambassador noted a curiosity about developments
in Europe and in the field of international monetary problems which had not been
visible since the beginning of the cultural revolution. He found Mr. Chen Yi
as confident and fortiicoiHiag a$ he 'was before the attack to which he was
subjected last year, as if the the threat hanging over kirn, and indirectly over
Premier Chou en Lai, was now over. The French expect, in months ahead, new
initiatives of China's diplotaaey which, however, as a result of the extreme
defiance raised in South East Asia and elsewhere in the world following the
excesses of the cultural revolution in foreign affairs, wiH not easily find
a favourable reception. On the other hand, there are no signs of a softening
of China's stand on Viet-Bara. On the contrary, the recent raising of the
status of the national Front of Liberation of South Viet-Uam's delegation in
Peking to that of an embassy is interpreted as a decision to retain as Eruch
influence as possible on the developments there by making more difficult any
compromise involving the national Front of Liberation of South Viet-Ifean and
the Saigon Government. The war in Viet-Ham continues to be seen by the
Chinese as favourable to China's over-all position in relation to the United
States and the USSR. Each opportunity to denounce efforts to bring about a
settlement of the war "within the context of the collusion between the United
States and the USSR for world-wide hegemony" is seised upon,, and the Viet-Naoese
encouraged to continue to stand in the vanguard of the world revolutionary
movement.

Despatches from Hanoi keep on reporting an atmosphere of confidencet of
preparations to continue the fighting as long as necessary* Ho Chi Minn was
seen ia good health and in good form at various recent ceremonies.

10 January 1968
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LE MONDE

9 January 1968

Free opinions

Victory for the Viet-Namese

By J.-P.

During 19&7 > the United States lost the Viet-Nam war. Only a few months ago,

the defeat of the greatest Power the world has ever known at the hands of a small.,

poor peasant people was considered quite unthinkable by nearly all military

experts and by many of the friends of the Viet-Namese. Even today, many place

their only hope in the attainment of a compromise which they believe will save

the Viet-Namese from being crushed. This belief, which finds expression in the

slogan "Peace in Viet-Nam", reflects the deep pessimism 'of - some segments "of

progressive opinion and even of the socialist camp, who are befogged by the

omnipotence of the United States and incapable of comprehending the true nature

and the new power of a revolutionary war waged by a people who have been toughened

by their history and are led by a radical communist party.

From the technical military standpoint, the fact that the United States is

beaten in Viet-Nam is proved by its loss of the strategic initiative.

After the offensive Operations Attleborough and Junction City, the United

States headquarters made a decisive military error, by committing all the

strategic reserves it had in Viet-Wam to the front at the seventeenth parallel.

The United States Army fell headlong into the trap set by General Giap and by the

National Liberation Front. Two Marine divisions and major elements of the First

Airborne Division were tied down in a terrain chosen by the enemy, thus

paralysing the whole American machine in the South and condemning it to be on the

I/ Mr. J.-P. Vigier, a director of research of the National Scientific Research
Centre, and General Secretary of the Russell Tribunal, returned recently
from a visit to the jungles of Laos and to North Viet-Nam.

He was on the staff of General de Lattre de Tassigny when the latter was
Inspector-General of the Army.
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defensive; this found expression in the defensive theory of the McNamara Line -

a theory which had previously been ridiculed "by its sponsor himself. In the

eyes of the Viet-Namese, this "line" is doomed to failure, since such a notion

is vital evidence of the weakness of the American position. Observation on the

ground confirms this analysis. Militarily, the seventeenth parallel no longer

exists. The whole area around the seventeenth parallel and to the south of it

is firmly held by the Front, with the exception of four beleaguered forts,

occupied by the Marines and constantly bombarded by the Viet-Namese artillery.

These forts, which are supplied by helicopter, form the quadrilateral Con Thien -

Gio Linh - Kao Viet - Doc Mieu. A few miles to the south, Highway 9, which runs

from the coast to the town of Savanaket, on the River Mekong, is now used only

by intermittent patrols and is practically in the hands of the Front. All

vestiges of South Viet-Namese authority in the demilitarized zone have been

abandoned. There is no longer any gap between the North and the South. The

Viet-Namese leaders still take the view, of course, that this line may be

regarded as a theoretical line dividing the North from the South, in accordance

with the Geneva Agreements, but on the ground the Front and the Neo Lao Haksat

are in direct contact with North Viet-Nam all along the seventeenth parallel,

throughout the entire length of the North Viet-Namese frontier. The "Ho Chi Minh

Trail" is now more than 100 kilometres in breadth.

The United States has lost the Viet-Nam war militarily because it can

hardly mount any more offensives in the South, after the Attleborough and

Junction City disasters. The United States expeditionary force is now bearing

the full weight of the battle. Out of fifty battalions which the South

Viet-Namese once had, only five are still in fighting condition. In one year,

the number of deserters has increased from 113,000 to 180,000.

The United States has also lost the war because the strategy of escalation

is a political and military failure. One does not force a country or a man to

talk by giving him little jabs in the throat with a knife while voicing peaceful

intentions. Observers who have met the leaders of the Democratic Republic of

Viet-Nam recently can testify to the derision with which all Washington's
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"peace offensives" are now received. Experience teaches, and the facts confirm,

that statements by President Johnson, by Secretary of State Dean Rusk or by

Ambassador Bunker are always accompanied by escalation in the murderous

activities of the Air Force, the only military instrument which is not yet

paralysed. Unconditional cessation of the bombings, which indicate the

bankruptcy of the United States policy of aggression, is the prerequisite for

the opening of any negotiations.

Escalation is a military failure, because the very principle of escalation

violates from the outset one of the basic laws of the science of war, namely,

that one should commit all one's forces massively to a single blow at the

decisive place. Every military academy in the world, except apparently in the

United States, has always, quite rightly, ridiculed the policy of "small doses".

Actually, in practice, every escalation, in the South and in the Worth, has been

anticipated and neutralized in advance by the Viet-Namese. In the North, for

example, all preparations have been made in case of the complete destruction of

Hanoi and Haiphong. The atmosphere there is one of victory, because the masses

sense that the United States is deadlocked on the very soil of Viet-Nam. They

know that the resistance of their people allows the socialist camp to gain

strength, to increase its support and to present a greater threat to the United

States (with the increase in Soviet aid and the emergence of the Chinese

hydrogen bomb).

Escalation in the air does not change anything. The Viet-Namese know that

3,700 pilots have had to be retained in service beyond the legal limit and that

the United States Senate, on 15 September 1967, estimated the shortage of pilots

for the three services at 16,963.

Tactically, the United States has lost the Viet-Wam war because it grossly

over-estimated the power and efficiency of Its equipment and underestimated the

combat skills of the man behind the rifle opposing them. In war, in the final

analysis, the man is decisive, if one places one's trust in him and supplies him

with proper equipment.
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Since the discovery of radio, of the transistor and of the walkie-talkie,

guerrilla warfare has taken a qualitative leap forward. Underground forces

can no longer be taken by surprise by the enemy. Their effectiveness is vastly

increased because of the possibilities for lightning concentration thus

available to the command through communication media which make it possible to

"stick" to the enemy all the time. In view of this change, the only new

contribution by the United States, namely, the massive use of helicopters, will

be doomed if an individual weapon effective against them is found, and that is

only a matter of time.

The United States has lost the Viet-Nam war because it has been unable to

break the morale of the Viet-Namese, who are thus giving all the socialist camp,

all the peoples who dream of wars of national liberation, an example which will

not be forgotten. For anyone returning from Viet-Nam, for anyone who has seen

the prodigious effort of the Viet-Namese people to maintain its life and to

develop its forces under the bombing, for anyone who has seen the material

expression of the solidarity of the socialist camp (Soviet rockets, tens of

thousands of Chinese volunteers working with the Viet-Namese to keep rail and

road communications with China open), it is impossible to doubt what the international

solidarity of the workers and peoples of the Third World in the face of the

endeavour of the United States to dominate the world will give to the future, on

a universal scale. That is the great lesson of the Viet-Nam war.
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Translated from French

Le Figaro, Thursday, 18 January 1968

PAIMUWJOM: A PRECEDENT WEIGH IS GIVING THE UNITED STATES
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

by Jean Chauvel, Ambassador of France

(Jean Chauvel, who was closely associated with the negotiation
of the Geneva Accords which ended the war in Indochina in 195̂ -
and who has since followed the development of the Viet-Namese
conflict closely, in particular during a visit which took him
to Peking and Hanoi, here describes the difficulties of any
negotiations between the United States and its opponents.)

The question of the opening of negotiations on Viet-Nam, tied to a halt in

air raids north of the seventeenth parallel, is an annual and seasonal manifestation

of the shifts of opinion to which the current hostilities give rise. There is talk

of it at the time of the Christmas truce and the Tet truce. The only reason why it

has any special interest this year is because of a new formulation of Hanoi's

position.

Until recently, Hanoi held that a permanent haat in the bombing was the

essential precondition for starting any negotiations. For several days it has been

said and repeated very officially that in the event of an unconditional cessation

of the bombing the way will be open for negotiations. "Unconditional" has thus

been substituted for "permanent" and the future for the conditional.

If the aim was merely negotiation, Washington would have reason to rejoice at

this way of speaking. In actual fact, things are not so simple.

Washington still has a very clear memory of the Panmunjom negotiations, which

began on 8 July 1951 and went on for two years, during which the Korean war

continued and the United Nations forces suffered double the losses they had

suffered since the beginning of hostilities. It is easy to understand, in view of

this precedent, why the United States administration hesitates to deprive itself

unconditionally, without any specific time-limit, of the most powerful means of

pressure it has to bring the North to accept a settlement which it would consider

reasonable. Washington is therefore asking behind the scenes, and no doubt more

specifically in certain places, what guarantee it could be given of a rapid opening
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of negotiations that would prove fruitful. It is difficult to see how it could

get such a guarantee except by giving it to itself, as it could do by following

the example of Pierre Mendes-France , who in 195̂ - staked himself on thirty days.

The period in this case would have to be longer, because it would not merely or

mainly lae a question of a cease-fire, but just as much a political settlement.

But there are no grounds on which one can say that this time the other side

would accept this procedure. Furthermore, it is known that the United States

would expect, in return for halting the bombing in the Worth, a halt in the

infiltration of reinforcements and equipment from the lorth into the South.

This , in effect , must make Hanoi give tit for tat . Because if Washington

hesitates to deprive itself of the bombing as a weapon during negotiations which

could last some time, Hanoi can say that to halt reinforcements of men and arms

would place its friends in a position of inferiority if at the same time the

United States continued to transport its arms and men to South Viet-Nam.

In point of fact , the parties concerned are not in agreement on a common

interpretation of the Geneva principles to which they refer so willingly. They

are not in agreement on an agenda for any future conference . They are not in

agreement on the role which the National Liberation Front should be accorded in

the negotiations. In other words, the question having been raised, it seems

difficult to solve it other than by preliminary negotiations.

It is to be feared, therefore, that the gap will not be bridged. There is

nothing to indicate that Hanoi would be ready today to engage even in unofficial

talks without a halt in the bombing. And it seems that Washington, before sitting

down at a conference table of any kind, must first get a clear and communicable

idea of its own war aims , not just in general and all-purpose principles , but in

precise and specific terms.

That seems to be the heart of the matter. Because if Washington intends

to obtain, in the name of the defence of freedom, recognition by the enemy of a

solution similar to the one which prevailed in Korea and which is now reflected

in the presence of substantial United States forces in South Korea and a strong

and efficient Korean contingent currently fighting in South Viet-Wam, it will

first have to win the war.
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Secret "explorations" on Viet-Nam

Paris, AFP

31 January 1968

For the first time, the French Government has noted a glimmer of

hope towards a peaceful solution in Viet-Nam. The Foreign Minister,

Mr. Couve de Murville, indicated at the meeting of the Council of

Ministers that there was a slight tendency on both sides to start what

could tie a process leading towards discussions.

Indeed, publicly, the North Vietnamese have softened their outside

position that the cessation of bombardments should be totally unconditional.

On the other hand, on the American side, the demand for strict reciprocity -

namely, the interruption or slowing down of infiltration and ground

operations in exchange for a cessation of air raids — has been dropped.

President Johnson would be satisfied to know that the North Vietnamese

would not take advantage of a cessation of the bombardments to intensify

their activity.

Observers believe that these public statements reflect with a certain

delay the evolution of secret talks. The statements of Mr. Couve de

Murville, as well as those of Mr. Harold ¥ilson yesterday, on the

rapprochement of the adversariesT viewpoints on Viet-Nam, may possibly

echo secret explorations presently underway and whose intermediaries have

not been revealed.

On the French side, it is said that this affair is being followed

very closely.
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AFP

Hanoi, 5 February 1968

North Viet-Nam no longer, repeat no longer, expects a positive

reply in the near future from Washington to its offer to negotiate,

the Worth Viet-Wamese Communist Party daily "Nhan Dan" indicated today.

Reporting President Johnson's remarks at his press conference last

Friday, "Nhan Dan" declared that the United States did not, repeat not,

want to head in the direction towards "the light which has just been

shining" for a peaceful settlement of the Viet-Nam war.

On the contrary, the United States wanted to continue the war,

"Nhan Dan" said.

Consequently the war will continue and "the 31,000,000 Viet-Namese

of both parts of Viet-Nam are determined to become 31,000,000 valiant

fighters in the struggle for the annihilation of the U.S. aggressors".

North Viet-Nam 's Foreign Minister, Nguyen Duy Trinh, in a declaration

on 29 December, said Hanoi "will" negotiate with Washington if and when

the U.S. unconditionally stopped bombing Worth Viet-Nam.

In subsequent official statements and interviews, this offer was

repeated and clarified. To highlight this "peace opening" , Hanoi

released three captured U.S. airmen last month.

Hanoi now feels that it has given sufficient "signs" of its good

will but that President Johnson is still asking for "better signs".

The "signs" Mr. Johnson wants are an end to or at least a cutback in

the fighting in the South.

This is what is known as Mr. Johnson's "San Antonio formula". But

even when the "formula" is watered down by Clark Clifford, designated

to be next U.S. Secretary of Defense, it is not, repeat, not, acceptable

to Hanoi.

The reason is that the "formula" is based on reciprocity. In

return for the end of the bombing, Hanoi must make a concession.

This, Hanoi refused. The idea of reciprocity was based on "bandit's

arguments", 'Whan Dan" said. Worth Viet-Wam had never attacked the

United States. The U.S. had attacked Worth Viet-Wam.

A..
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Therefore, it vas not, repeat not, for Hanoi to "pay a price" for

a halt to the aggression.

What struck observers was the moderate tone of "Nhan Dan's" response:

Hanoi, in short, states that Washington is refusing to take note of the

"signs" offered and calls on vorld opinion to witness that ill-will is

not on the "North Viet-Namese side.

But Hanoi does not want for all that to break off definitely every

chance of a peaceful settlement and thus make itself appear to have some

of the responsibility for continuing the war.

The spirit of the "Whan Dan" article is right in line with the

commentaries you can hear in North Viet-Namese political circles: "our

position," they'll tell you, "is clear and now perfectly understood by

foreign opinion. Despite President Johnson's negative attitude toward

the signs we have made him, the door remains open for the talks and the

path to them is well marked."

But, the circles continue, "the quicker Johnson gets on to it, the

better it will be, for the American position in Viet-Nam is in danger of

getting worse - and not only in Viet-Nam but elsewhere as well.

"This Viet-Nam war has helped make one aware of the reality of force.

The 'Pueblo' affair well demonstrates it. We knew quite well that North

Korea would not be at all impressed by the fact that the U.S. had mobilized

350 aircraft and detoured the aircraft carrier 'Enterprise' toward its

coast, since North Viet-Nam is demonstrating that you can resist several

thousand aircraft and several aircraft carriers."

Such is the reasoning summed up in fewer words this morning by the

gibing headline to the 'Nhan Dan" article: "Death is already squeezing

his neck and he / Johnson_7 is still putting on an act."



6 February 1968

Note for the Secretary-General

According to an Agence France-Eresse nevs bulletin,

Mr. Dang Kuang Minn, head of the NFLSVW delegation in

Moscow, renewed, in a press -conference in Moscow today,

the Front's support for the "just" position of the

Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam on

the conditions leading towards peace in Viet-Nam.

However, he observed that the U.S. position has not

changed and that the opening of concrete negotiations is

up to the U.S. Government.

Alain L. Dangeard
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Agence France-Presse *%r$Ti
Hanoi, 9 February 1968

by Bernard Joseph Cabanes

Worth Viet-Wam is prepared to hold prompt and significant talks

with the United States, but rejects the "San Antonio formula" proposed

by President Johnson.

This, in the opinion of observers here, is the gist of the interview

given yesterday by Worth Viet-Wamese Foreign Minister Wguyen Duy Trinh to

Agence France-Presse.

Mr. Trinh, for the first time, gave two important indications:

Hanoi-Washington talks would begin "as soon as the United

States has proved that it has really stopped unconditionally the bombings

and all other acts of war against the Democratic Republic of Viet-Wam",

that is to say, the talks would open rapidly.

- The talks would be centered on "questions related to the
•

settlement of the Viet-Wam problem on the basis of the 1954 Geneva

Agreements on Viet-Wam".

This indicates that the conversations would deal with the root of

the Viet-Wam problem and ways of ending the war. Use of the words

"Viet-Kam problem" shows that the talks would concern South Viet-Wam as

well as Worth Viet-Wam.

In addition, the Minister said the negotiations would cover "other

questions which could be raised by either side". The talks therefore

would not take place within a rigid framework, and the entire situation

in Southeast Asia, insofar as it is affected by the Viet-Wam conflict,

could be discussed.

Wever before has the Worth Viet-Wamese Government opened up such

wide horizons for eventual talks or indicated more clearly that it desires

fruitful negotiations.

However, Hanoi flatly rejects the "San Antonio formula", under which

President Johnson demanded assurances that Worth Viet-Wam would not take

advantage of a bombing halt to step up troop and armaments movements to

the South.

A..



This formula, in Hanoi's view, amounts to a "conditional" halt in

the bombing. Political circles here stressed today that Worth Viet-Nam

would not pay the "ransom" for a halt to aggression.

Observers felt that the very fact that Mr. Trinh gave the interview

shows that North Viet-Wam has not abandoned its peace offensive despite

pessimistic remarks made by President Johnson in his 2 February press

conference.

Mr. Trinh, in passing, denounced as a "manoeuvre" the American

Government "claim" that it is "exploring" and "trying to understand"

Hanoi's position. The United States "obviously does not seriously want

talks to settle the Viet-Nam problem," he said, adding that the U.S.

"musi be held responsible for its obstinacy".

Observers noted that in the exchange of statements and counter

statements made by the United States and Worth Viet-Wam over the past

month, the next move now appears to be up to Washington.
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Agence Prance-Presse dispatch

by Bernard Joseph Cabanes

Hanoi, Feb. 23 (AFP) - The White House communique reaffirming

President Johnson's "San Antonio formula", issued after the Johnson-

Thant encounter" on Wednesday has demolished any remaining hope (if, in

fact, any remained) for starting negotiations in the near future,

observers said here today.

(According to the latest versions of Mr. Johnson's "formula", talks

would start if, in exchange for a halt to U.S. bombing, Hanoi promised

not to increase its flow of men and supplies into South Viet-Wam.)

Since Hanoi launched its "peace overtures" on 19 December, it has

never permitted the slightest doubt about its absolute rejection of the

"formula" on grounds that it requires Worth Viet-Wam to make a concession

in exchange for a halt to the bombing.

Only last Sunday, this view was hammered home again by an article in

the Communist Party daily Whan Dan, signed by "Commentator", a pseudonym

reserved for authoritative pronouncements. "Commentator" said Mr. Johnson

and U.S. Secretary of State Dean Rusk, by their constant use of the "San

Antonio formula" were "stubbornly maintaining the position of a bandit

who seeks to force his victim to accept his conditions".

"The Viet-Wamese people resolutely reject the San Antonio formula

as they have already rejected all the other treacherous maneuvres of the

American aggressors designed to obtain reciprocity," it said.

During the past two months, Worth Viet-Wam's series of "peace overtures"

has clarified key points of the pattern it proposes for opening talks between

Hanoi and Washington.

Worth Viet-Wam has also replied to various questions being asked on

the American side about the nature and scope Hanoi wants to give to these

talks.

Hanoi's position can be summed up in few words: Worth Viet-Wam has

stated it was ready to engage in prompt, productive and meaningful talks

with the United States at any moment.
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Therefore, there is no point to speculation, now flourishing in

some foreign capitals, about whether talks would start in 48 hours,

three days, or one or two weeks after an unconditional halt to the

"bombing.

Foreign Minister Nguyen Duy Trinh, in his recent interview with

AFP, declared that negotiations -would begin "as soon" as it was clear

that there really had been an "unconditional halt to the bombing and all

other acts of war" against North Viet-Nam.

Observers in Hanoi believed there was no longer any problem about

the length of time elapsing between a stop to the bombing and the start

of the talks.

The outstanding problem is the unconditional bombing halt. Hanoi

requires this before it will start talks. The United States refuses

to stop bombing unless it gets a certain reciprocity from Hanoi.

This is why the White House's reaffirmation of the "San Antonio

formula" has postponed any possibility of peace talks until some time

in the unforeseeable future.

With this in mind, observers concluded that visits to Hanoi by

western diplomats in the recent past or near future could only be

regarded as "fact-finding trips" rather than major diplomatic missions

which would pay off in short-term results.

These visits to Hanoi had their counterpart in the trips which North

Viet-Namese diplomats have been making here and there in Europe.

The activity of these North Viet-Namese diplomats could be explained

by the fact that, simultaneously with "peace overtures" towards Washington,

Hanoi has undertaken an "opening towards the west" aimed at widening

comprehension of Worth Viet-Namrs position.

This "peace offensive", like the Viet Cong offensive in South Viet-Wam,

was unfolding in several directions at once.

cc: The Secretary-General
Dr. Bunche
Mr. Narasimhan
Mr. Rolz-Bennett
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development in the South: the formation
of new revolutionary authorities in
which the Front appears only as one
element.

Date:
7 March 1968

CR. 13 (11-64)

FROM:
Alain L. Dangeard



68-050̂ 3
jka

Translated from French

Articles in Le Monde concerning Viet-Nam

AFTER THE RECENT ARRESTS IN SAIGON

Most Buddhists and liberals have made a final "break with the
regime of the generals

*y

Jean-Claude Pomonti

The recent arrests of political and religious figures in Saigon are much

more numerous than was originally thought (see Le Monde of 22 February). Dozens

of monks, lawyers, doctors and university teachers - 500 persons in all,

according to the United States weekly Time - have been taken to the police-

stations to join the monk Tri Quang, leader of the anti-Government faction of

Buddhism; Mr. Au Truong Thanh, the former Minister of Economic Affairs;

Mr. Truong Dinh Dzu, who came second in the presidential election in September

and Mr. Ho Thong Minn, who was Minister of Defence in 1955; to mention only the

most well known of those who have been imprisoned.

Officially, these measures were taken to "ensure the protection" of those

who were arrested. The protests voiced by their families or by the movements

to which they belong prove that, in fact, the arrests were arbitrary. However,

the Government stated that there were no charges against them and that they

would be released as soon as the military situation permitted.

As was to be expected, the circles affected are those of the opposition -

or rather, one should say, of both oppositions, since there are still two

movements in South Viet-Nam which, while refusing for the time being to join the

NLF, are opposed to the regime of the generals.

The first consists of the radical wing of Buddhism, headed by Thich Tri Quang,

and his sympathizers. Their philosophy may be summed up as virulent anti-

Americanism, accompanied by an increasingly definite pacifism. Since the failure

of the rising which he led at Hue and at Danang in the spring of 1966, the monk

Tri Quang has constantly refused to recognize the military regime as being in

any way legitimate. At the beginning of its recent offensive against the capital,
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the ELF set up one of its command posts near the An-Quang pagoda, the headquarters

of this radical Buddhist movement, and even inside the pagoda, according to

General Loan, the Chief of Police, who accuses Thich Tri Quang of collusion with

the Front. The monk, while denying these allegations, has nevertheless openly

criticized the Americans and the government forces for bombing, and thereby

massacring, the population in some working-class areas of Saigon.

The "bloody work" of the Americans and the generals

Thich Tri Quang, who is angry about the American war, no longer conceals

the fact that he favours an early settlement of the conflict, apparently even if

the end of the fighting should lead to the formation of a government dominated

by the MLF. One of his closest collaborators, Thich Hhat Hanh, who is at present

in exile in the United States, stated on Wednesday: "It cannot be said that the

United States is saving Viet-Mam. The war is destroying both the South and the

North, and our women are being turned into prostitutes." The Association of

Viet-Namese Buddhists Overseas stated recently that "the arrest of the Buddhist

leader Thich Tri Quang - and of other leading figures who want peace - is

undeniable proof of the deliberate intention of the Americans and of the Saigon

generals to eliminate all patriots, whoever they may be, and to stifle the voice

of peace in order to continue their bloody work". The tone of these two statements

speaks volumes for the animosity prevailing in anti-Government Buddhist circles,

whose principal headquarters, it should be borne in mind, is still the city of Hue.

The second and more recent opposition movement developed a year ago,

particularly among the liberal middle class in Saigon and in the large towns of

the Delta. This is not an organized group, as in the case of Thich Tri Quang1s

Buddhist movement, and attitudes are less definite. Mr. Au Truong Thanh, a

wealthy middle-class Southerner, feels that the HLF would be preferable to this

war. In June 1967* he advocated an immediate cease-fire and negotiations with

the Front. He announced his candidature for the presidential election in

September 19̂ 7» which was won by General Thieu, but he was not allowed to stand.

He has not changed his position since. The attitude of Mr. Ho Thong Minh, who
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returned to Saigon at the end of January after thirteen years of exile in Paris,

is less categorical. For several years he has been campaigning for a political

settlement of the conflict, expressing the view that neither of the two opposing

camps can defeat the other. The other intellectuals who were arrested take more

or less similar positions.

All these members of the middle class, most of them Western-educated,.have

in common that they have maintained friendly relations with senior United States

officials in Saigon or Washington. This is what divides them from the Buddhists,

whose leaders are either university teachers originally from Hue" and the

surrounding areas or monks educated in the monasteries of Japan, Ceylon or India.

On the one hand, Thich Tri Quang's almost xenophobic anti-Americanism; on the

other, Mr. Au Truong Thanh's reaction against the absurdity of the American war.

The cleavage is still clear.

A new factor; "revolutionary governments"

It may not be so for much longer. Even if they decide fairly soon to release

those who have been imprisoned, Generals Thieu and Ky will have given them a

further opportunity to set themselves apart from the military regime and thus to

preserve their own future, if they so desire. On close scrutiny, the operation

is seen to yield little benefit; the arrests, especially of the leaders of the

liberal middle class, still further reduce the bases of the regime. Apart from

the refugees from the north, Catholic and Buddhist, Generals Thieu and Ky have

few adherents left.

There are some even in the Government who, likewise thinking of their future,

already maintain quite close contacts with the opposition and do not, in private,

conceal their disquiet, or even disgust, at the brutality with which government

units, particularly in Saigon and Hue, put down the Tet rising. The Government

has tried to gather the political leaders in Saigon into a front which was

established on Sunday last, but the only persons who have joined - and then often

grudgingly - are those of the older generation, military or civilian, which has

evolved in the corridors of power over the past five, ten or even twenty years.

It is significant that those who have been imprisoned belong to a younger generation

the generation of those now reaching their forties.
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lt appears to be a blunder on the part of the Saigon authorities thus to push

the last movement with which they might still have hoped to co-operate into an

opposition which is probably becoming increasingly resolute. It is even more of

a blunder to do so at a time when the HLF, by setting up in the areas under its

control local "revolutionary governments" which are distinct from its own

organization, is opening new prospects for those who are excluded by the military

regime in Saigon or who withdraw from it; for the Front has taken great care not

to ask these "revolutionary governments", which have been set up in the Saigon

area and in the Province of Hue*, to join the Front, much less to participate in

its armed struggle. The 3SLF simply has in mind, in the event that these local

"revolutionary governments" should one day become numerous enough to federate

on a national scale, proposing to them that they should form a coalition

government with the Front.

This action by the Front is seen in some quarters as simply a clever

manoeuvre to spread confusion, the argument being that the "revolutionary

governments" are not in any respect independent of the Front; In other quarters,

it is noted that they are headed by university teachers who only five weeks ago

were employed in the faculties at Hue" and Saigon. At Hue, men who participated

in the Buddhist rising in 1966 are leaders of the local "revolutionary government"

in 1968. There is nothing to indicate that, if the HLF continues - much less

increases - its pressure on the cities, the same development might not, with a

certain time-lag, appear even in the capital. The recent arrests by General Loan's

police will certainly have done nothing to slow down the movement.
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THE NLF REPRESENTATIVE IN HANOI SAYS:

With the formation of revolutionary governments in the South,
the conflict has reached a new stage

From our special correspondent JACQTJES DECORNOY

Hanoi, 2 March

The events of the past month in South Viet-Nam are perhaps more significant

than a reading of the various reports of military gains and losses might lead one

to suppose. For the first time, it is possible to glimpse a trend towards the

establishment of a South Viet-Namese revolutionary government.

Time and again, we had questioned members of the NLF on this subject, and

the replies had always been reticent. The time had not yet come for such a

development.

During the past month, however, much prominence has been given in the Hanoi

Press to the National Democratic and Peace Alliance Front set up in the Province

of Thua-Thien, of which Hue is the capital, at the very beginning of the Tet

offensive. Mention is also made of the National Peace Forces Alliance set up in

Saigon. It is noted that, in its appeal of 2 February, the Central Committee of

the NLF of South Viet-Nam hailed the creation of these organizations. In addition,

the NLF of the Province of Thua-Thien-Hue expressed gratification on 5 February

at the establishment of the Alliance Front. NLF communiqu^ No. 3, broadcast on

Wednesday, again stresses the importance of these movements.

What is this all about, judging by the texts which have been published? A

congress held at Hue on Ik February was attended by "delegates of the revolutionary

forces of the political and denominational organizations of the people's

revolutionary committees of the three districts of the city of Hue and of the six

districts of the Province of Thua-Thien". This congress elected a "revolutionary

people's committee", headed by Professor Le Van Hao. It stated that the "puppet

administration" had ceased to exist and that the new committee "is combining the

leadership of the revolutionary movement with the exercise of State power", thus

becoming "the provisional authority in Thua-Thien".
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There arises the question what is new about this authority in relation to the

JSLF. According to official documents, the HLF, "the only true representative of

the people of South Viet-rlfem", never concealed the fact that it did not control

either the whole of the territory or the whole of the population. In September 1967,

however - and this document now takes on its true significance - the KLF made public

a political programme calling for the formation of a national union of the forces

opposed to the Americans and to the Saigon authorities. This programme even

specified that "a national and local democratic administration must be gradually

brought about". From the very beginning of the offensive in late January, it was

clear that Saigon no longer exercised any power in the Province of Thua-Thien.

Consequently, it became possible to implement the Front's programme and, within a

very well-defined sector, to coagulate around the WLF and in an alliance front

some elements which were not yet officially engaged in the struggle. Hence the

possible use, after the total eviction of the former "puppet leaders", of the

words "State power".

The Hue experiment is quite clearly being pushed forward by the Viet-Wamese.

Mr. Hguyen Van Tien, the representative of the ELF in Hanoi, emphasized to us on

Tuesday the importance of Hue, "the second city in the South after Saigon, a major

administrative centre, the former imperial city, and a Buddhist centre". Mr. Tien

believes that it will be possible to form revolutionary committees elsewhere - "in

most of the provinces" - as soon as the Hue' experiment has been studied and

digested and as soon as it can be applied in other places. Mr. Tien does not give

any date, simply speaking of "a few months". After that, he said, "when such

committees have been formed for most of the provinces, it will be possible to

proceed to the higher stage and to create, as it were, an apex for these

committees".

According to Mr. Tien, some of the population is at present fleeing from the

American bombings into the cities, and particularly into the first three districts

of Saigon. "That is not the main point", he said. "The main point is that we now

hold parts of cities where we are gaining experience in urban fighting. We are

seasoned fighters in the countryside and in the mountains, but not in the cities.
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The first war of resistance taught us nothing on this subject. For the first

time in the South, we have to engage in this kind of fighting and to organize

self-defence, supply lines and health services. Until very recently, the cities

were surrounded by control posts, strategic hamlets, and so forth. This is all

finished since the attacks. The corridor from the countryside to the cities is

open. This makes it possible, as in North Viet-Nam, to disperse the women,

children and old people who are not essential to the defence and administration

of those parts of the cities which we hold. If we can hold the cities, we stay

there. Otherwise, as in the case of the citadel at Hue", we occupy the surrounding

areas, increasing our guerrilla activities and dispersing the American forces.

Formerly, the environs of the cities were the enemy's rear areas. Now it is the

opposite; the enemy's rear areas have become ours. Our front is now in the

cities.
>

"As for the American pacification", said Mr. Tien, who knows his French slang,

"it is foutue (done for). The Americans were pursuing two objectives - seek and

destroy, and pacification. How it is we who are seeking and destroying the

Americans, even in their fortified camps. As for the puppets, they are afraid.

They have even arrested men who are not on our side, like Phan Khac Suu—' and

others. We have moved to the stage of constant and incessant attack. We shall

not stop attacking from now on."

Mr. Tien also told us that, because a number of persons had been imprisoned

in Saigon and because of the need for caution, it was too early to disclose the

names of the leaders of the National Peace Forces Alliance. However, from our

talk with him and from reading the recent texts, it seems that one can accept as

a future possibility the establishment of a "State power" at the national level

for the South. Many factors suggest that in the not too distant future, in the

name of the "National Union", a de facto government which will proclaim itself

de jure will come into existence in the South. It may well be that this authority,

I/ Mr. Phan Khac Suu, a former Head of State and President of the National
Constituent Assembly, was detained for two days by the Saigon police early in
February. Since ..then, he has joined the front which was established on Sunday
last to support the Government "in its anti-communist struggle".
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like the conmittee at Hue", will style itself provisional, pending the elections

envisaged in the political programme of the NLF. Viewed in this light, what is

called the "Tet" offensive, which is only in its initial stage, obviously takes

on vital significance.
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Paris, 3 April 1968

AS/KSN

cc: The Secretary-General •
Dr. Bunche
Mr. Narasimhan
Mr. Rolz-Bennett

France and the Start Towards Peace in Viet-Nam

General de Gaulle intends to give the United States all the help

he can in the negotiations on Viet-Nam which may open in the near

future, it is learned from a reliable source.

Today, even before the public announcement of the Hanoi Government's

readiness to meet with representatives of the United States Government,

the President of the French Republic had already paid his first tribute

to President Johnson by describing the Johnson decision to halt the

bombing over part of North Viet-Nam as "an act of reason and political

courage" .

A re-reading of the address delivered by General de Gaulle at

Phnom Penh on 1 September 1966 is enough, it is pointed out in Paris,

to convince the reader of the friendly attitude France would adopt

towards the Americans as soon as they took the road of peace in Viet-Nam.

It is believed in informed circles in Paris that events may now

develop at a rapid pace, and it is thought that a first meeting between

the Americans and the North Viet-Namese concerning a total cessation of

the bombing may take place between now and the week-end. Three

possibilities are being mentioned concerning the site of this first

meeting:

A - If the Hanoi Government appoints a special envoy,

the meeting might be held in Switzerland.

B - If it selects Mr. Mai Van Bo, General Delegate of

North Viet-Nam to Paris, the meeting might be held in France.

C - Lastly, for practical reasons (facilities for

communication with Hanoi), an Asian capital - New Delhi or

Rangoon, for example - might be proposed.

Opinion in Paris continues to hold that the return of peace to

Viet-Nam would take place in three phases:



- 2 -

1. Preliminary negotiations on a cessation of the bombing.

2. Negotiations on a cease-fire, which may "be linked to the

start of a political settlement.

3- Lastly, the actiaal political conference, of the Geneva

type, in which all the Powers concerned would participate.
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AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE DISPATCH

Kuala Lumpur, 4 April 1968

AS/KSN

cc: The Secretary-General^
Dr. Bunclae
Mr. Narasimhan
Mr. Rolz-Bennett

"Whatever the conditions for a stop to the war might "be,

none of the parties could feel dishonored", Tunku Abdul Rahman,

Prime Minister of Malaysia, said this morning, welcoming the

prospects of peace talks between the opposing sides in the Viet-Nam

war.

He added: "It seems equally clear to me that there cannot be

any true coexistence between the two ideological camps which

divide the Viet-Namese people."

Nevertheless, Mr. Rahman believed that, for the sake of peace

in this troubled region, they Bad no recourse but to try to follow

their own ways side by side without sacrificing their beliefs and

ways of life in the process.
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Translated from French

Letter from

A CITY SIAIN

by Marc Riboud

Hue", April 1968. If Viet-Nam ever needed a symbol, it has one now in Hue*.

Hue* will remain the Guernica of Viet-Nam.

You have to have seen the graves, scattered over almost the entire length and

breadth of the city, the ruins on the two banks of the Perfume River, the remains

of the citadel and Imperial Palace, the shards of the famous "Me" blue" vases, the

ruins of the churches and Buddhist temples, schools and university, before you can

understand what a slain city looks like.

But who will go torsee Hue"? (And yet Hu£ can show us something and give us

something to think about.) There are at present ̂ 95 journalists from all countries

in Viet-Ham. During the ten days I recently spent at Hue", I met two of them:

two Japanese (from a leading Japanese television network); the Japanese are experts

on ruins.

The Perfume River cuts the town in two: on the right bank there are the

university, the schools and the residential area; on the left bank there are the

citadel, the palaces and the old town. Today they are almost entirely in ruins on

both banks. The old guides say that the town and the citadel used to be "an ocean"

of trees". Today there is not a single tree left which has not been severed,

mangled or burnt by bombs - not a single coconut, guavay. mango or pomegranate tree

which has been spared. There is not a single public bench (there were many of them

in the parks) which has not been broken; not a single lamp standard (an external

manifestation of the twentieth century in these main cities of the Orient) that has

not been twisted; not a single car or lorry windscreen that has not been riddled

with bullets; not a single house which has not been destroyed or damaged. The

official statistics say so plainly: on the left bank, 100 per cent of the houses

were hit and 65 per cent destroyed; on the right bank, 85 per cent were hit and

50 per cent destroyed; a total of 18,000 of the city's 20,000 houses damaged or

destroyed.
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The victims? Four thousand and one hundred civilians killed and 4,500

seriously maimed. The dead were "buried where they lay - a mound of earth, a name

on a brick or piece of cardboard, a flower, and the offerings - some fruit and

grains of rice - according to the Buddhist rite. These small mounds are to be

seen everywhere - in the parks, at the foot of trees, on the river banks; some of

them are the size of very small children. Bodies are still being pulled out of the

wreckage. Wounded in the hospital and children in the refugee camps are dying

every day. I saw the tiny graves set out in rows near the dormitory in the

playground of the Quoc-Hoc high school.

This school is today the largest refugee centre: it holds 6,700 men, women

and children, jammed into classrooms which together used to accommodate some 80G

pupils. The sanitary conditions are indescribable: dark rooms, reeking with smoke

from the hundreds of small fires on which each tries to cook his rice, each family

often sharing the small space allocated to it with whatever hens and dogs it has

managed to salvage. In front of me some children are injured by bits of plaster

falling from the ceilings ripped open by the recent bombings. In the geography

classroom, Vidal-Lablaehe maps of France and the United States serve as litters.

There are twenty-seven similar refugee centres at Hue". In mid-February, there

were 115,000 refugees in the city; today the number has dropped, it is said, to

87,000. In none of these camps is there any evidence of any authority or

organization.

Blind and systematic bombing

The hospital near the school is a grim sight indeed. It looks like a

pest-house which no one dare enter: 900 casualties, most of them wounded, virtually

left to look after themselves. Eight Viet-Hamese doctors, I am told; no

medicaments or practically none; no sterilization facialities; several wounded share

the same what can scarcely pass as a "bed"; filth and flies under the beds;

children, blind, burnt by napalm; children with amputated limbs; bandages which are

never replaced. No screams or tears; they no longer have the strength; in the

courtyards, between the pavilions, hastily dug graves.

In front of the gate'1 (smashed by bombs) of this hospital, American lorries

pass by in endless convoys in an infernal dim and clouds of dust; they are carrying
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weapons, ammunition, troops to the north, to Quang-Tri. I do not believe that a

single American has passed through this gate. It is inconceivable that people

should be left thus to die a slow death.

Who is responsible for all this, for all these dead, for all' these ruins? On

every tree, on every piece of wall there is a notice, an inscription: the

Government replies "It is the Viet-Cong". This campaign is the only visible evidence

of the authorities in the city: a profligate waste of paper.

The passers-by do not tear the notices down, but they do not believe them.

They no longer believe in anything any more, especially not in Saigon. Every remark

which one hears, every conversation accuses the Americans and their blind and

systematic bombing. The Americans themselves say that they have seen passers-by

spit as they went; by. The bitterness and resentment are deep and universal.

Everyone contributes some details. ¥e are told how such and such an area was

bombed for fourteen hours although no Viet-Cong had ever been there; how the east

door of the citadel, held by two Viet-Cong sharpshooters, had been razed to the

ground together with the entire very densely built-up surrounding area in four days

shooting and bombing.

The looting of some and the discipline of others

During my stay in Hue* I was given hospitality by a couple of Viet-Namese

professors, both of-^homhad studied for three years in Paris (doctorate in French

literature). Shortly after my arrival, Madame Q.H. said to me: "We suffered their

bombing, their occupation and their looting. They took everything from us - our

television sets, our silverware, our two cameras, our French cognac, our linen."

Madame Q.H. continued: "Our apartment, like all those on the campus, was

occupied for one month by the headquarters group of American Marines. We sought

refuge in a church with our five children. Two of my children fell sick and I

returned to the apartment to fetch medicaments. There was nothing left. The officer

told me 'It is the"Viet-Cong who have robbed you.' I knew that this wasn't true but

couldn't say so." They both told me that they had seen the Horth Viet-Famese

soldiers arrive in the night of 31 January. "They remained ten days in the whole

area; they never came into the apartment where we stayed. They dug foxholes in front
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of our house which can still be seen. They seemed to be very disciplined. They

had their rice in their canvas belts."

The inhabitants of Hue* were impressed by the discipline of the Viet-Congi and

North Viet-Namese. A French missionary, who did not conceal his anti-communist

feelings, talked to me about the discipline and correct behaviour of the Viet-Cong

who had occupied his college for twelve days. Some of them had been pupils there.

This missionary and two other French clergymen had been arrested by the Viet-Cong

when trying to seek refuge in the Church of the Redemptorist Fathers a few hundred

metres away because there was less fear of being bombed there. They said that

they had been released twenty-four hours later after being searched and interrograted.

One of the priests was carrying the school funds: 600,000 piastres ($5,000), but

also some dollars and a few pieces of gold. On releasing them, the Viet-Cong had

returned the 600,000 piastres ("they had never seen so much money") after counting

them and recounting them and showing that they had not withheld one centime. They

had confiscated the gold and dollars, claiming that "they could not be part of the

regular funds of the school".

The North Viet-Wamese and Viet-Cong soldiers did not loot; they paid for the

rice they bought. All the inhabitants said so.

There have been stories of common graves, where civilians were buried after

execution by the Viet-Cong. I asked the American and government authorities on

several occasions to show them to me. After several requests I got nowhere. Finally,

an American officer promised us a helicopter and a visit. He told us "This grave

is in the adjacent outskirts of Hue* and it is not wise to go there by road." We

arrived over a vague area very quickly by helicopter with the small group of

Japanese. The helicopter circled and departed. The officer told us that the pilot

did not wish to land since he had seen no government flag on the local houses,

which was therefore a suspicious sign, and that it would not be wise to land. We

were unable to see this execution site and grave. It seems that, during their stay

in the city, the Viet-Cong authorities carried out arrests and executions of

"collaborators" and "secret agents". Some were denounced by the population. People

are also heard criticizing certain denunciations made by "locals" (this is the name

given to the Viet-Cong to distinguish them from the "r-egulars", North Viet-Namese

soldiers) and involving the settlement of accounts of personal vengeance. Young men
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had been mobilized and taken away to the mountains; some may have chosen to remain,

while others have come back.

It is perhaps not surprising that the inhabitants of Hue* were impressed by

the discipline of the soldiers engaged in the Te"t offensive, because in Hue* today

what is even worse than all the ruins is the absence of any authority, of any

discipline, of any order, of any conviction. In a speech made at Saigon,

President 'Thieu promised each of the war victims of Hue" 10,000 piastres ($80),

ten bags of cement and ten sheets of metal. There have been no signs of even this

promise being fulfilled in the area.

The impressifom that the South Viet-Namese troops give is no better. The soldiers

can be seen strolling in the streets with bottles of whisky in their hands. Day and

night they take potshots everywhere - for fun, to make the water ripple in the

river, to make a noise.

Anti-American resentment

The Imperial Palace of Hue* may not have been one of the wonders of the world.

Built by Gia-Long in 180̂ , several of its buildings were already demolished during

the war against the French twenty years ago. Some buildings have been reconstructed.

But for many people, both in the North and in the South, it had become a centre of

Viet-Hamese tradition and culture. The so-called "Hue" blue" vases were unique and

very beautiful. Today they are almost entirely shattered.

The citadel is surrounded by a wall and moats ten kilometres long, in the

ŝ yle of the Vauban fortifications. There is a square in the centre - the Imperial

City - in the middle of which there is another square, the Forbidden Purple City,

where the King lived. Up to 19̂ 5 that was where Emperor Bao Dai held his court.

The palaces bear names thafci; testify to Chinese - Pekinese - influence. They have

all been damaged. The "Place of Eternal Joy", the "Belvedere of the Thousand

Happinesses", the "Pavilion for the Respect of the Thought of the Soul", have been

wrecked by bombs. The building "reserved for eunuchs when they are not on duty"

and the "elephant stables" have not been spared.

Only one bomb fell on the 'Palace of the Throne or of "Perfect Peace". The

throne is still intact. There was no fighting in the Forbidden City, the holy of

holies of the Imperial Palace. Surrounded by moats and walls, the place was
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was perfectly suited for defence. Underground passages (•which used to enable the

concubines to reach the King's chamber) were an advantage for the defenders.

Nevertheless, in the morning of 23 February -when the government troops passed over

the Golden Bridge (which the King alone was supposed to cross) and beleaguered the

palace, they encountered no resistance. They threw grenades behind every wall.

There was no one. All the North Viet-Wamese had left during the night without

firing a shot. This last episode in the battle of Hue" has surprised the whole

world and is still a subject of speculation. Is the reason to be found in the

information which appeared some years ago in the highly respected Bulletin des amis

du Vieux Hue*; "Only the King and the Queen Mothers enjoyed the privilege of dying

within the Forbidden City"? Did the Worth Viet-Kamese want to respect the

imperial code (which is not so old)?

It is more likely that the Forth Viet-Uamese troops wanted to avoid being

reproached with having destroyed the Imperial Palace.

What do the inhabitants of Hug think today, what do they believe and what do

they hope for? It would seem that they no longer believe in anyone or anything.

Civil servants, teachers, flee, leave their posts, seek refuge in Da-Wang or

Saigon. They are afraid of another Worth Viet-Wamese attack. They know that when

the North Viet-Hamese troops or the Viet-Cong are anywhere about, the American

reaction is blind and terrible. They speak openly of their contempt for the Saigon

authorities ("Who can have confidence in them? Who can respect them?") and of

their resentment against the Americans ("They are responsible for these ruins").

And among the intellectuals, the accusation or label of communism which many

Americans immediately pin on anyone who expresses any sentiment of independence

or feeling of resentment against their armed presence or their policies does not

seem, especially since the Buddhist disturbances of 19&6, to have reduced the ranks

of those who are against America. This is true at Hug even more so than anywhere

else in South Viet-Wam.



AGEHCE FRANCE-PKESSE DISPATCH cc: The Secretary-General •
Dr. Bunche
Mr. Narasimhan
Mr. Rolz-Bennett

Hanoi, 23 April 1968.- By Jean-Frangois le Mauff. (AFP)

Worth Viet-Nam indicated today that it is holding out for Phnom

Penh or Warsaw as the site for talks -with the United States, and awaits

a formal U.S. reply concerning these suggested cities.

The Worth Viet-Kam party newspaper Khan Dan repeated the demand

that the U.S. demonstrate its good will, "if any", "by agreeing to a

meeting in one of the two capitals. It accused Washington of "obstructing

preliminary contacts".

The opinion here is that Washington has never replied formally to

Hanoi's proposal of Warsaw as the site. For this reason, North Viet-Nam

should not "be expected to reply to the U.S. counter-proposal of ten

other cities.

Rather than act through diplomatic channels, Hanoi clearly prefers

to carry the debate before world public opinion.

The editorial in Khan Dan today should be seen as part of this operation.

The editorial, entitled "Sophisms", was a reply to statements made last

Saturday by U.S. Secretary of Defense Clark Clifford to explain the U.S.

position.

It attacked Mr. Clifford's statement that President Johnson's promise

to go "any place, any time" to meet with the North Viet-Namese should be

interpreted to mean "any reasonable place, at any reasonable time".

The paper retorted: "Our Government did not suggest just any place;

it suggested Phnom Penh, capital of neutral Cambodia, where at the beginning

of the year the U.S. organized talks between their representatives and those

of Cambodia.

"The U.S. Government refused on the pretext that the U.S. does not have

an embassy in Phnom Penh. We therefore proposed Warsaw, where the U.S. has

an embassy, but they refused again on the pretext that Poland is not a neutral

country."

After objecting to Phnom Penh because there was no American diplomatic

mission there, the U.S. then proposed sites where North Viet-Nam had no
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diplomatic representation. It had rejected ¥arsaw as not "being neutral,

and then proposed "such countries as t&laysia and Japan, vhich aid the

U.S. in its aggression against Viet-Ifem".

The American arguments were "sophism" and had nothing reasonable in

them, Whan Dan said.



AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE DISPATCH ^ cc: The Secretary-General/
& Dr. Bunche

Mr. Narasimhan
Mr. Rolz-Bennett

Venue

By Jean-Franc,ois le Mauff. Hanoi, 24 April 1968 (AFP).

Informed foreign circles in Hanoi were sceptical today about the

prediction of United Wations Secretary-General U Thant that preliminary

talks between Washington and Hanoi would open next week.

Although North Viet-Wamese officials were mute concerning Mr. Thant's

prediction, foreign sources pointed out that even if early agreement were

reached on a site a certain amount of time would still be necessary to

settle material problems connected with the meeting.

As to optimism in the West concerning the opening of formal peace

talks themselves, sources here feel that this is premature.

Great emphasis is placed here on the fact that the preliminary talks

will center on a complete and "unconditional" halt to the U.S. bombings

of Worth Viet-Wam. The United States has never given an official

indication of whether it is prepared to call such a halt.

Only after agreement on this point is reached can the real, difficult

peace talks begin, these sources say.

The Worth Viet-Wamese Press continues meanwhile to accuse the United

States of deliberately delaying opening of the preliminary talks.

The daily Hhan Dan demanded today that the U.S. "stop delaying

preliminary contacts". It again insisted that the U.S. accept either

Phnom Penh or Warsaw as the venue for contacts.

Accusing the Americans of "roundabout and perfidious manoeuvres",

the paper said: "Within only a few weeks, the U.S. Government has, after

stating that it is ready to go to any spot on this earth, set two, then

six and now eight conditions for the choice of the venue for contacts."

The daily warned the U.S. Government that if it continued to show

"lack of goodwill", it would "not only provoke a crisis of confidence

but also be more strongly opposed by the American and other peoples of

the world".



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH

ARTICLE IN LE MONDE cc: The Secretary-General
. . . Dr. Bunche

Mr. Narasimhan
^ ^ Mr. Rolz -Bennett

*

Wednesday, 24 April 1968.

According to Mr. Jacques Duclos, member of the Political Bureau

of the French Communist Party who was recently in Hanoi with a delegation

of the French Communist Party, Mr. Le Duan, First Secretary of the North

Viet-Namese Workers Party had stated:

"If American imperialism suffers a defeat, this will

be good. However, we are not asking to have American

imperialism lose face and we think that, in the future

government in the South, there will be room for pro-

American and pro-French elements."
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The agreement of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam

and the United States to hold preliminary talks in Paris

beginning on ItfMay will bahailed with satisfaction throughout

the world. I am very happy at this encouraging development

which, while only a first step, is a vital and indispensable

one. I most earnestly hope that the preliminary talks will

be amicable and fruitful, The parties may be assured that the

international community heartily applauds their decision to

go to the conference table and will readily extend its co-

operation and assistance whenever required. I am also confident

that the Government of France will afford every help and make

all necessary arrangements for the proper conduct of these

talks.



D R A F T \ / 30 April 1968
ALD/KSN

Although last month there has been a hopeful sign of a

possible change of course in the Viet-Nam conflict, at the

same time an endless flow of grim news continues to come from

the battlefield. On the one hand, a limited flexibility in

the outward positions of the two sides has resulted in their

stated readiness to have preliminary contacts, while, on the

other hand, the war rages as violently, if not more violently,

than before. This contradiction is an ominous warning that a

wide rift still separates the sides upon which depends the

development of a peaceful process. Convinced as I am of the

necessity and urgency of a direct dialogue between Americans

and Viet-Namese, I am well aware of the great caution demanded from

those not directly involved in order not to impede this long

awaited peaceful confrontation. Nevertheless, the rest of the

world wants an end to this conflict and has a direct interest in

its speedy conclusion, and I am not speaking only of the demonstrators
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in the street but of the over-all majority of the world leaders,

politicians and diplomats with whom I am in daily, contact. If
f̂

and when such a peaceful confrontation should take place, and

whatever may be its outcome, very much depends on a new appraisal

of the principal issues.

Let us consider, for a moment, the inescapable evolution

of South East Asia: in other parts of the world, the foreign

presence, however once deeply rooted, has finally been proven to

be only a transient phase. The same will happen, sooner or later,

in South East Asia. South East Asians will be left, in the end,

to work out their own destiny alone. If grave conflicts have

retarded this development, it is not due to any greater instability

of the South East Asian nations, but mainly to the underlying

contest between larger Powers trr ? "^|iiMnm»"u! un/.̂ .. in HID*

stratocioally located proa* It inspires two crude fears often

invoked to justify a prolongation of the war.

First of all, there is a strongly felt apprehension that a

withdrawal would only be used to its advantage by another great

Power. If this were to happen, it would certainly be disastrous
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for South East Asia. Indeed, to ensure that the smaller nations

of Asia do not fall victim to the ambitions of one external Power

or another, the great Powers concerned should jointly guarantee

the neutrality of the area. This vas already considered at

Geneva in 1954 and should "be again decided as soon as possible.

The fear of a "power vacuum" has also been expressed along

with the prediction that, without a strong foreign presence, the

societies of South East Asia would only fall back into chaos.

To that augury I must take exception. In a sense, one could

stultify such a belief by observing that, in some countries of

South East Asia - in Viet-Nam, for example - chaos may be an

understatement: it is not some distant threat but a present

reality which foreign presence has probably aggravated more than

aleviated. In addition, continuation of the war would certainly

bring chaos to all. But, in another sense, I am deeply convinced

that the withdrawal of competing foreign presences, far from

creating havoc, would open a new area of peaceful development

for the countries of South East Asia. Of course, there is no

guarantee that such a thing will happen. But permit me to



disbelieve the view that the new Asian nationalism would follow

the expansionist pattern of Europe's nationalism in the last

century. In the face of the adversity which has befallen South

East Asia, nationalism has offered its people a new faith in their

ability to maintain their identity and renew their destiny. In

spite of the grave divisions in Viet-Wam, nationalism remains the

strongest motivation for Viet-Hamese on all sides. Once peace

were restored, would not all the energies of the Viet-Namese

people first of all be turned towards healing these divisions,

towards the reconstruction and modernization of both parts of the

country and one day towards its reunification? Indeed, one may

expect that Viet-Nam, if it so wishes, given its natural and

intellectual resources, would at some future date become the

cornerstone of a new co-operative effort among countries of the

region irrespective of their overall political systems.

Are these perspectives too optimistic? I don't think so.

I have always believed that, given the chance, the nations of

South East Asia could co-exist and co-operate peacefully.
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Throughout its history, South East Asia has "been a fertile

ground for wide exchanges between its people and with the rest

of the world. Negotiations, if they are to be meaningful,

should aim at restoring the basic character of this region.

I am well aware of the immediate obstacles to such an

overture. Not the least of them is the lack of a common

language and of an accepted understanding between both sides

on the implications of the relatively simple principles set

forth at Geneva in 1954. Unfortunately, the idea that the

people of South Viet-Nam should decide on their own political

future, free of foreign interference, means different things

to different persons. Could the international community help

define certain landmarks bordering this sea of misunderstanding?

I would hope so. I submit, for example, that it could be

generally recognized that self-determination is not compatible

with conditions of war or the presence of foreign troops.

Equally, one may propose that adequate conditions for deciding

the political future in South Viet-Nam must take into account

the political forces that exist there, without prejudices or
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excommunications. If these elements cannot co-operate now,

could they not at least co-exist until the arms are silenced

and until such time as they can tolerate each other in a new

Viet-Nam, open to the world? How this tolerance can overcome

the passions of the present conflict is one of the most difficult

questions and one which the Viet-Hamese will have to answer

themselves. They know that, if they so wish, the international

community may help to a certain degree; and by the international

community I mean all leaders whose voices carry weight, as well

as the Geneva Conference and, perhaps one day, the United Nations.

In my view, should these questions be explored frankly by both

sides, I have little doubt that negotiations to bring an end to

military operations would prove a less intractable and much

shorter process than appears likely now.



:•,:. CONFIDENTIAL

1 May 1968
ALD/KSN

Note for the Secretary-General on an interview with Dr. Fhan Quang
Dan, Wednesday, 1 May 1968

As shown in the attached curriculum vitae, Dr. Phan ûang Dan has had

a long career as an anti-Communist nationalist. During his present visit

to the United States, he will reportedly see Vice President Humphrey. As

could be expected from someone of his background, his view is that the war

cannot last for long because North Viet-Nam is on the verge of exhaustion

economically. He also believes that the United States should put pressure

to bear on President Thieu to replace military commanders by civilians at

the head of the provinces, that the Tet offensive was not a victory for the

Front because the people in the CitQt, did not revolt against the Government.

(He did not reply to the question concerning the absence of advance intelligence

information in Saigon that an attack was impending.)

He also made the following points:

1. Political forces in South Viet-Nam. Referring to those which

enjoy some form of mass organization, he listed, in addition to the Front,

the South Viet-Namese army (which he described as rapidly expanding in

number and efficiency55*), the trade unions (he mentioned a strength of

500,000), the Buddhists (still strong in the northern provinces of South

Viet-Nam) and the small but active group of Catholic refugees from the North

(which are Thieu's main support).

2. The Front and the North. A,s a result of the Tet offensive, whose

victims on the NFLSVN side were mostly southerners, the relative proportion

of North Viet-Namese soldiers has considerably increased in the Liberation

Army. The heightened level of infiltration from the North started in

November: at that time, the rate of desertion from the ranks of the Viet

** Dr. Dan said that the Viet-Namese army could carry the burden of a
greater share of the fighting ard thought this would reduce the destruction
caused by General Westmoreland's military operations.
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Cong7 which had been high last year, suddenly dropped. Dr. Dan believes

tie t the control by Hanoi of the Front has concurrently been strengthened.

3. Contacts between Viet-Namese. Dr. Dan advocated individual

contacts with members of the NFLSVN aid Hanoi on neutral grounds. Efo such

contacts have so far taken place. He thought President Thieu should be

m ore flexible on this question.

Although he said he was opposed to many aspects of President Thieu*s

policyj Dr. Dan insisted that there is no possibility of action outside

the present constitution of the Republic of Viet-Ham. He referred to a

civilian advisory council to the President,, of which he would be a member.



; ; '-" :-DR. PiiAN Q U A H G ' D A H ' S C U R R I C U L U M VITAE

Medical Doctor (Sorbonne). Doctor of Public Health (Harvard). Professor in Prevcntiue Medicine at
»"::.:•:-.",' the Saigon Medical School. .Clinic'in Gia Dinh. • ' "''." .'.' .
•..•'.:.;; I 'Born on November 6, 1918 in Vinh, province of Nghe An. • " ......\ . . . . - , " : . . . " . -

Baccalaureate in Philosophy with Cum Laude in Hanoi, 1936- • • - , ; . . .
;.-'• :.••.;•• -Student at the Faculty of Medicine of Hanoi 1937-1945- Was during that period teacher in Natural
r. v'i i : ;? Sciences, Mathemathics and French Literature in several private colleges in Hanoi (Pasteur, Hoai Due,

Saint-Pierre). . .
. . . . ' . • - - •'-' ' " • ' • - ' ' " : . • : ' • ' . - . ' • • ; • . • • : • • ~ ' . . - : : : -

1940 — Became member of the Dai Viet Dan Chinh of Nguyen Tuong Tain, a clandestine anti-Colonialist
I organization ruthlessly persecuted b y t h e French. . . . . .

t^ ' 'Organised the Doan Khat Thtic, a relief association which collected l e f t ove r food for daily dis-
tributions to the poor in Hanoi and other provinces in North Vietnam during the spring and sum-

- I"- •: mer famine of that year, bringing assistance to hundreds of thousands 'of people.. At the end of the
famine turned the Doan Khat Thtic into a Farmer's Association (Bao Nong Doan) for public health
and mass education work in the villages. Won his first Medical degree from Hanoi Medical School.

, .., '. . -Was appointed Adviser to the Department of Youth in the Tran Trong Kim Government. Chief
editor of the nationalist daily newspaper Binh Minh in cooperation with" the well known writer

"'.?: "Khai Htrng. . - . - . . . •'.. ' - . - • . .

1945-1946 — Founded the anti-Communist and anti-Colonialist newspaper Thiet thuc (The Realist). Led
: the people's Movement (Phong Trao Dan Chung) against Ho Chi Minh. Occupied the district Ngu-

:::;•; cC Xa in Hanoi and organized it into an autonomous anti-Communist zone.
• ' • • • ' • ' • • Refused the posts of Secre'aty of Labor and Undersecretary of Home Affairs In the two sham

„ . . . , , coalition governments se tup by Ho Chi Minh in January and 'in March 1946. • •• •'

1946-1947 — After the Preliminary Agreements of March 6. 1946 between the French and the Communists
.'.y..;-' • went to China and established fr iendly relations with the Chinese Koumintang in Chungking and

Nankin. Physician at the Fourth Municipal Hospital in Shanghai.

1947-1948 — Political adviser to Bao Dai. Participated in negotiations with France in Hongkong, Saigon,
> ; Gene/a, Cannes a n d Paris. . . . . . . . . . . , , . . - • • • • . ! - • . • •

..... Secretary of Information in the first National Government for all of Vietnam organized
:;.-„ i,:.ij;-'.on his advice. Founded Vietnam Press and organised the Civic Education Classes for Adult's in

Hanoi and other provinces in North and Central Vietnam.

1949—- - Went to Paris to continue negotiations with France. Resigned 'from his post of Minister of Informa
„•: 3 .;-•.. .; .tion to protest against the 'Elysee Agreements signed by Vincent Auriol and Bao Dai on March 8-
;. io li: 1949 which granted Vietnam incomplete independence. • ' ". ' , .'. -• . .'

Won the M.D. degree at Sorbonne with Cum Laude. ' . . - . - . - '

1950-1951 — Founded the Vietnamese Republican Party with doctrine and program outlined in "the book
« Volonte Vietuamienne » published in Switzerland in 195 1. . , -.-. ; • > . - : , '

Refused repeated offers by Bao Dai to head important departments such as Public Health,
^-••'Social Action, Interior and National Defence. . . . - . . . : . :- : .~ ": . • • - • • • ; •* .

~~ ..... '•"." '"* Chief delegate of Vietnam to World Health' Assembly in Geneva in 1951 where strongly
,-.'.--r :-f- ^ ;•'•:•; advocated the admission of West Germany and Japan. Vice chairman of the Western 'Pacific Regio-

nal Committee Meeting of World Health Organization in Manila. . ... , . • -• : . .-
fto.;-..: "'..-i'i- • • • • . • . - : - . • . - . • • • : . - • . • • • " ; : , . . - - - - . - . • - • • - , - • - • - • - - - : - • • • • : « - - - " : ' • ' * ' • « '

__ ^ _ . _ 1952— -Went to Thailand where spent six. months organizing the Vietnamese Republican Party; among the
'""*"*""" '"""Vietnamese exiles. . . . . . . . . 1 ^ . . . . " . . - - . . - . 1 , . - . .

~J'l9.52:1954— Studied' Public Health at ' Harvard 'School of Public Health. Master of Public Health with
>.:?."/!..: Cuin Laude in "June I953. -Doctor of Public Health in July I954. " ' . " " " _ .

5L lo n^--/ ?•" Contributed articles 'on' Vietnam to several American newspapers : The New York Times,
t~.:- , , ;-.£,-.' r.-The Washington Post, The- AFL-CIO Free Trade Union News, The Asian Student, The Christian

^ ~' Science Monitor. Lectured on Vietnam at Universities, Churches and social and economic clubs in
-.;?;t •'-:.-. C;'. ":?•:. Massachusetts. Cooperated closely with Tunisian and Moroccan delegations to United Nations.

OJ".C.6i^i':..'iO .Ivl' Author' of : Vietnam's -Health and The War In Indochina. - • • " • • • : . ; • • • : - . - . . . c '.;'. '.•- •



1954-1955— Refused the Pos t -of Secretary of Social Welfare offered by Ngo Dinh Diem.
Went to Scandinavia, the Middle East nnd Southeast Asia, gave lectures and organized press

meetings to rally the support of world opinion for a unified and independent Republic of Vie tnam
against Colonialism and Communism. Organized in Cairo The Anticolonialist Front with Tunisian,

. .. Algerian and Moroccan Nationalist parties. Established fr iendly relations with Afro-Asian leaders,
' ' ' especially Bahi Ladgham (Tunisia), Mohammed Yazid (Algeria), Allal El Fassi (Morocco), Magsay-

say, John Kotclawala (Premier of Ceylan), Nehru, Suhrawardy (Premier of Pakistan) and Tingfu
Tstang (former Foreign Affairs Minister of Nationalist China). _

1955-1956 - Came home in September 1955- Organized at the Saigon Medical Faculty the first Course in
. -: • Preventive Medicine widely acclaimed by the students but closed down after six months on Ngo

. ' : • ' . • • • • Dinh Diem's secret orders. • - . - . . • • . .
Opened a clinic f i rs t in Vinh Hoi, then in Gia Dinh where gave low cost medical care to.

• • - : ' ' , f . ' hundreds o f 'poor patients each day. ' • • • ' ' ' ' ' . ' ' .
Organized a legal opposition with several nationalist parties (The Phuc Quoc Hoi, The Soci-

. . . - , "V alist Party, The Cao Dai Lien Minli, The Dai Viet and The Vietnamese Kuomintang).
-. ' Was arrested on the eve of the legislative elections of April 1956 for having criticized the
•-• •' unfair electoral laws.

1957-1958— Grouped opposition parties into the Democratic Bloc.
•.• • Chief editor of the Thoi Luan weekly newspaper (The Times Debate) which in three months

.. . ." reached the largest circulation in South Vietnam : 80,000-The Thoi Luan was taken to Court three
times ; its printing press was dynamited by Diem's Secret Police and the paper was finally prohibited
in March 195S- Applied for registration of the Free Democratic Party but Diem's Administration

.' 7 " ' reacted by jailing members who distributed its Internal News Bulletin To Chuc (Organization).
' • ' • ' - . ' • • Published articles in 3 other newspapers. Two were interdicted (Ngu-oi Viet Tu Do and

Tin Bac). The third (Tu Do) received severe warnings from Diem's Information Department.

1959 — In August 1959 elected to the National Assembly with the largest plural i ty in Saigon : 35,000 votes
. against 5,000 to the Government candidate in spite of highly unfair electoral laws and innumerable '
f- tricks resorted to by Ngo Dinh Diem, while 12 other candidates in the same constituency, Saigon's
: . - . . Second District, wece fined for not having gathered the required minimum vote.

Condemned by the Court on trumped up charges for violation of the electoral laws and debar-
• .- . -red from the National Assembly. • • •

Since his return in 1955 submitt;d to severe mail censorship and Secret Police surveillance.

1960-1964 — On November \\, I960 when paratropers staged their coup, . criticized Diem's regime on
. • • . • t h e radio. . . • ; • : .

After the coup's failure, continued to make strong criticisms against Diem in Press commu-
•'••' ' ' ' niques on November 14, I960- Arrested the night of November 15 with many friends and supporters.

. .• ~' • • - • - • • . Three years in jail of which two were spent in solitary confinement in a dark cell of a .
secret gaol in the Saigon Botanic Garden. Savagely tortured. - . • • , . " • '

. . . -.-.. .„,.... •.. .-in juiy (g^ condemned by the Special Military Court to 7 years of hard" labor and exiled
..-.,..; , to the remote island of Poulo-Condore. • • . . •

• . Liberated on November 8, 1963 after Diem's overthrow.
• . • • ' -•• ~" • On his return from Poulo-Condore dissolved his Free Democratic Party and advocated the

merging of all. political groups •into two parties or blocs, pro-government and opposition, united
however on the vital problem of fighting Communism.

1965-1967. In Hay 1965 elected President of the Provincial Council of Gia Dinlr
with 80,000 votess the strongest ma-jtsrit-y—in South Vietnam. Fought corruptior
and maladministration- Supported the la"bor unions and organized public de"bat<E
•where for the first tiine the common people in- Vietnam discussed community pro-
blems with their administration on an equal footing* In April 1966 elected
Chairman of the Political National Convention which urged the election of a
'Constituent Assembly within 6 months and warded•off a serious political crisis
In September 1966 won for his G-ia Dinh slate two seats at the Constituent Ass?
"bly. Promoted trade union rights and land reforms. Vice Presidential candidat(
at'the September 1967 elections as running mate of Phan Khac Suu the Speaker <
the Constituent Assembly and former Chief of.State.
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ALD/KSN

Hote for the Secretary-General

You may have noted that; in the programme of the newly established

"Viet-Nam Alliance of National!st̂  Democratic and Peace Forces""**, the

NFLSW is not referred to as "the only genuine represeriative of the people

of South Viet-Nam". It is stated only that "the South Viet-Namese National

Liberation Front, a patriotic force ... cannot be excluded from settlement

of all problems of South Viet-IIam". In the political programme of the

Alliance, there is listed among the fundamental freedoms that of "foreign

travel" (which certainly one day should help if it were to be included in

a settlement). The Alliance refers to the fact that there are now two

different political regimes in Viet-Nam and that "South Viet-Nam will be

observing a policy of a non-aligned country".

Alain L. Dangeard

** as reproduced in the Foreign Broadcast of 26 April 1968.



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH 8 May 1968
ALD/KSH

cc: The Secretary-General
Dr. Bunche
Mr. Narasimhan
Mr. Rolz-Bennett

AGEWCE FRANCE-PRESSE DISPATCH

Mr. Couve de Murville, French Foreign Minister, indicated this

morning at a meeting of the Council of Ministers that the talks "between

Americans and Viet-Wamese, which will open in Paris, will be at the same

time a preliminary contact and a true negotiation: it is not contemplated

that the site or the representatives would "be changed after an agreement

on the cessation of the bombardments is reached and before a negotiation

on substance is undertaken.

At the end of the meeting, Mr. Gorse confirmed that the negotiations

would probably take place at the Centre for International Conferences

(formerly the Majestic Hotel), but a final answer from Hanoi is awaited.

The Press centre will be in the Ministry of Post and Telecommunications.

The 10th is still foreseen as the opening date of the negotiations.



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH 8 May 1968
ALD/KSN

cc: The Secretary-General
a. ' Mr. Narasimhan

Agence France-Presse reports from Belgrade that the head of the

permanent mission of the National Liberation Front in Peking gave a

press conference on ¥ednesday in which he unreservedly expressed the

Front's support for Hanoi's decision to hold "preliminary talks" with

the United States. He said: "The DRVN is a sovereign state which

agrees to undertake discussions with the U.S. at the demand of peoples

the world over, including the American people."



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION FROM FRENCH 10 May 1968
ALD/KSN

CC: The Secretary-General/
Dr. Bunche
Mr. Narasimhan
Mr. Rolz-Bennett

Excerpts from an article In Le Monde entitled "The NFL seems to
be preparing an alternate government in South Viet-Nam"

Thursday, 9 May 1968

"As the fighting continues in Viet-Nam, particularly in Saigon's

suburbs and in the region of Hue", 48 hours before the first official

meeting of Washington and Hanoi representatives in Paris, one fact

deserves attention. ¥e refer to the creation of a 'union of

revolutionary local governments of the provinces of Hue'-Thua-Thien

and Saigon-Gia-Dinh't announced by the NFLSVN press agency.

"It seems very likely that this is a new step towards the

establishment of an alternate government, separate from and larger

than the Front, which would be created at a time when the negotiations

once the cessation of bombardments is decided - take up the problem

of the representation for South Viet-Nam. Then, it would be all the

more easy for the delegates from Hanoi to argue that this new

government is more representative, according to the ideas launched

several months ago in favour of a coalition government, that the new

offensive of the Front and North Viet-Namese troops is clearly

intended to paralyze the Saigon authorities and to discredit them ..."
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cc: The Secretary-General
Dr. Bunche
Mr. Narasimhan
Mr. Rolz-Bennett

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE DISPATCH

Evacuate by Jean Francois le Mauff.

Hanoi, 16 May (AFP) - Ten thousand people will be evacuated

from Hanoi before Sunday and new air raid shelters will be built

in the capital, the Hanoi Worker's Party Newspaper "Hanoi Moi"

announced today.

Six thousand others will be evacuated by the end of June.

Those to be moved out live in two southern districts.

"Hanoi Moi" linked the anti-air raid drive with the need to

remain vigilant in honour of President Ho Chi Minh, whose

birthday in being celebrated next Sunday.

The paper indicated that evacuated pupils will remain away

from Hanoi during the holidays.

Throughout the capital today people were strengthening old

shelters and building new ones.

"Hanoi Moi" said that in one day - 12 May - 500 individual

cylindrical shelters were put in position on footpaths.



ROUTING SLIP FICHE DE TRANSMISSION

TOt The Secretary-General
A:
FOR ACTION
FOR APPROVAL

FOR SIGNATURE
PREPARE DRAFT

FOR COMMENTS

MAY WE CONFER?

YOUR ATTENTION

AS DISCUSSED

AS REQUESTED

NOTE AND FILE

NOTE AND RETURN

FOR INFORMATION

POUR SUITE A DONNER
POUR APPROBATION

POUR SIGNATURE

PROJET A REDIGER

POUR OBSERVATIONS

POURRIONS-NOUS EN PARLER?

VOTRE ATTENTION

COMME CONVENU

SUITE A VOTRE DEMANDE

NOTER ET CLASSER

NOTER ET RETOURNER

POUR INFORMATION

Date:

14 June 1963
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DE: Alain Dangeard



US. VIETNAMESE TALKS IN PARIS

AFP. 13/6

Certain observers at the Paris Conference believe that there

are now signs that an evolution in the U.S, Vietnam talks is taking place.

From a propaganda phase, the talks could move towards something more

substantive.

One of such signs, particularly significant, appears to be the

promise made yesterday by the chief of the North Vietnam Delegation,

Mr, Xuan Thuy, to study the american proposal not to publish in detail the

statements made during the talks* The americans negotiators said that they

are encouraged by this. Such a suggestion so far had been categorically

rejected by Mr. Thuy.

Furthermore, it is observed, the talks are already taking place

at two levels. While words sometimes very harsch are exchanged at the

conference table, urbanity replaces anger during intermissions, which it is

noted, become longer and longer. American informed sources report that

at that moment, the atmosphere becomes amicable, delegates discuss

as "old friends" of various subjects, including their week-end activities.

If the intermissions continue to lengthen and official speeches

to shorten, certain observers believe that these intermissions could turn

to moye substantive subjects. The americans strongly desire such private

discussions with the North Vietnamese because they think it would be more

productive than the present official talks.


